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Introduction to the delegates 
Greetings! My name is Nikos Christodoulou, I am 18 years old and I have been given the honor 

to hold the position of GA President in this year’s MSKMUN.  

To begin with, having graduated from the 3rd High School of Kifissia, I am now a college student 

in the University of Peloponnese, studying Social and Educational Studies. I am a modest and 

calm guy, with a simple taste for life in general. Secondly, I have a variety of hobbies and 

passions. From supporting my favorite football team to studying great philosophical names, 

such as Dostoevsky and Albert Camus and from studying political theories to listening to music 

for hours on end. Nevertheless, it should be noted that even though the above might seem not 

to connect with one another, they have a very important factor in common. Everything is being 

done with great determination and desire.  

The passion that sticks out the most is the passion for diplomacy and geopolitics. That’s exactly 

how the world of MUN was introduced to me. Three years ago, I had the chance to be part of 

the first ever MSKMUN and, since then, my love for the Model United Nations and diplomatic 

procedures has only gotten bigger and stronger. 

 Therefore, I am more than excited to have this position and be able to work side by side with 

the MSKMUN Organizing Team and the Chairs, having as a common cause the introduction of 

this beautiful world of Model United Nations to you, the young and mindful delegates. If you 

feel you have any additional questions regarding the topic, you may contact me via email:  

nickchristo16@gmail.com 
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Summary of the topic 
In this General Assembly, the discussion will circulate around global pandemics. First of all, a 

presentation ought to be made, for those that are unaware to what kind of pandemic the world 

is currently fighting against: 

Wikipedia-” Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is an infectious disease caused by severe 

acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). It was first identified in December 2019 

in Wuhan, Hubei, China, and has resulted in an ongoing pandemic. On 5 October, the WHO said 

that one in ten people around the world (around 800 million) may have been infected with 

COVID–19. As of 10 October 2020, 36.9 million cases have been reported across 188 countries 

and territories with more than 1.06 million deaths; more than 25.7 million people have 

recovered”. At this point, the delegates need to know that they will not research and discuss 

every sector that was been “mutilated” by the pandemic, but rather only the tourism sector. 

In short, the debate will examine the way COVID-19 brought the majority of tourist corporations 

to “their knees” and will place the delegates in a position where they will be obliged to present 

and vote certain measures to improve the enterprises’ damaged economies. 

Definition of key terms 
Term Definition 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) COVID-19 is an infectious deadly disease 

caused by a newly discovered strain of 

coronavirus; a type of virus known to cause 

respiratory infections in humans. This new 

strain was unknown before December 2019, 

when an outbreak of a pneumonia of 

unidentified cause emerged in Wuhan, China. 

Global Pandemics A pandemic is defined as “an epidemic 

occurring worldwide, or over a very wide 

area, crossing international boundaries and 

usually affecting a large number of people”. 

The classical definition includes nothing 

about population immunity, virology or 

disease severity. However, seasonal 

epidemics are not considered pandemics. 

Tourism Enterprises a business or company that deals with the 

organization and operation of holidays and 

visits to places of interest. (e.g. hotels, cruise 

ships, airline enterprises, etc.) 

Counter-Measures 

 

an action taken to counteract a danger or 

threat. 



 

Background Information 
Nowadays, humanity has forgotten its vital values and most humans care exclusively for their 

“outside image” rather than their inner serenity. In early 2020, all of the above changed. People 

were unkindly reminded that the most important priority in life shouldn’t be neither fame nor 

money, but health. The human species has been fighting against an enemy that has been “out of 

its sight” for more than a century, since the Spanish flu in 1919 an unprecedented pandemic 

with no cure. However, a year has passed since the outbreak on 8 of December 2019 and people 

have gotten used to their new quarantined way of life. Also, statistics have shown that only a 

small percentage of citizens in western countries firmly believe that COVID-19 is a hoax. 

Now, to be more specific, in this section the delegates will be occupied on searching how 

tourism was affected by the virus’ outbreak and in what ways can small, medium and large 

enterprises that belong in the tourism sector be helped with. 

For further explanation, tourism might be the sector that was struck the hardest by the 

pandemic. To begin with, since the World Health Organization recognized the spread of COVID-

19 as a pandemic on 11th March 2020, the reaction of most world leaders was swift and direct. 

The world stood by and witnessed the largest number of shutdowns/lockdowns worldwide at 

the same time in history. By 26 March, 1.7 billion people worldwide were under some form of 

lockdown, which increased to 3.9 billion people by the first week of April — more than half of 

the world's population. To be precise, the governments of almost 100 countries issued 

“quarantine” in the time period of March-April 2020. 

Immediately, all the above affected in the worst imaginable way tourism businesses and holiday 

organizing corporations. Naturally, the curfews and nationwide lockdowns were followed by 

travel restrictions. For instance, some examples of the latter that made the world gasp in agony 

are USA’s travel suspension from the Schengen area in Europe after the 13th of March 2020 and 

China refusing entry to non-Chinese citizens from 28th of March 2020 till the end of the summer. 

Consequently, around 20% of larger tourism enterprises declared bankruptcy in mid-2020 and 

this number skyrocketed to 45%, when we discuss smaller, family sized businesses, such as local 

hotels. In addition, revised scenarios indicate that the potential shock could range between a 

60-80% decline in the international tourism economy in 2020, depending on the duration of the 

crisis. Moreover, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres released a new report that draws on 

UNWTO data to quantify the devastating impact that the coronavirus pandemic has had on 

global tourism, by warning that up to 120 million tourism jobs are at risk, with the economic 

damage likely to exceed $1 trillion in 2020 alone. 

To sum up, your job as delegates is, according to your nation’s view on the crisis, suggest 

measures that help save nationwide as well as multinational tourism enterprises from closing 

down and propose a system of laws that will guarantee the “resurrection” of bankrupt tourism 

business owners and fired employees. 



 

Bloc Positions 
In the following sector, we will inspect summarily the measures some countries have applied in 

order to defend their economies and enhance the tourism section to counter the ongoing 

pandemic: 

● Australia: The Australian Government has announced a series of economic stimulus 

packages. Tourism specific elements include support for aviation, fee waivers for 

tourism destinations and cash flow support for SMEs. 

● Belgium: Due to the coronavirus outbreak, it is estimated that the revenue losses within 

the tourism value chain in Belgium will be more than EUR 2 billion per month (EUR 1.3 

billion in Flanders, EUR 400 million in Brussels and EUR 326.1 million in Wallonia). 

Around 95 % of tourism establishments are closed. The Belgian Plan for Social and 

Economic Protection, which benefits tourism businesses, is based on three pillars, with 

measure to: (1) protect the spending power of employees;  

(2) directly support the self-employed and  

(3) support companies.  

Also, the Walloon Tourism Observatory and the Flanders Tourism Agency are monitoring 

the effect of the Covid-19 crisis on the tourism sector in their region. Regions, which are 

competent in tourism, are working on recovery plans for the post-COVID-19-period and 

with regular surveys. 

 

● Canada: The Government of Canada continues to monitor the situation with respect to 

COVID-19 and recognizes that tourism is one of the hardest-hit sectors of the economy. 

To support individuals and businesses facing hardships resulting from the global COVID-

19 outbreak, the Government of Canada has announced a set of broad-based measures 

that are assisting businesses and workers throughout the economy, including in the 

tourism sector, such as the measure regarding the “Canada Emergency Response 

Benefit (CERB)”, a taxable benefit that provides CAD 2,000 every four weeks for up to 

four months to workers who lose their income as a result of the pandemic for 

individuals and provide CAD 1 million in funds from the Canadian Experiences Fund 

(CEF), which has been re-purposed to alleviate pressures on Indigenous tourism 

businesses.  

 

● Czech Republic: The Government is preparing, in co-operation with tourism industry 

representatives, an instrument for financing the re-bounce of domestic tourism. The 

program should be based on the holiday vouchers for employees and self-employed 

persons for stays in the Czech Republic. 

 

● France: On the 14 May, the Prime Minister announced that the Government will commit 

EUR 18 billion to the tourism sector to support the recovery. The support will start with 



EUR 6.2 billion of guaranteed loans granted to 50 000 companies in the sector. In 

addition, the solidarity fund for tourism businesses currently in place will remain 

available until the end of 2020. Other measures are planned to help the sector get 

through the current closure period and avoid mass layoffs. Employee and employer 

contributions will be removed as long as the closure lasts.53 

 

A EUR 1.3 billion recovery plan financed by Caisse des Dépôts and BpiFrance. This sum 

will be supplemented by additional private investments to reach a total of 7 billion 

euros. The Government also announced that communities will be able to reduce tourist 

taxes. Finally, in a measure for consumers, the ceiling for using restaurant vouchers will 

be doubled from EUR 19 to EUR 38 and can be used on weekends and holidays to allow 

French people to spend in bars and restaurants. 

 

● Italy: Following on from preliminary measures set out on 28 February 2020, on 16 

March 2020 the Council of Ministers approved further measures in aid of tourism and 

culture that supplement and strengthen the measures for tourism contained in the first 

decree, such as:  

(1) Extraordinary allowances for tourism and culture workers: Workers in the tourism, 

culture, entertainment, film and audio-visual sectors will receive special allowances to 

limit the negative effects of the restrictions due to the coronavirus emergency. The 

allowances are also extended to workers without social security benefits. 

(2) Social protection and social safety net: Extension of the social safety net also to 

seasonal workers in tourism and entertainment and measures in favor of authors, 

artists, performers and agents. 

(3) Vouchers for hotels: Refunds with vouchers already provided for trips and tourist 

packages cancelled as a result of the Covid-19 emergency are also extended to 

accommodation contracts and therefore also covering hotels and other accommodation 

facilities. Moreover, the country plans to relaunch the image of Italy in the world in 

general, through an extraordinary commercial campaign 

Finally, a special compensation of EUR 600 for March will be granted to tourism 

seasonal workers who lost their job as a result of the coronavirus. 

Regarding national airline businesses, on 16 March 2020 the Government announced 

EUR 200 million in measures to support Alitalia and Air Italy. 

 

● New Zealand: On 14 May, the Government announced the Budget for 2020. As part of 

Budget 2020, there will be a NZD 4 billion business support package, which includes a 

targeted NZD 3.2 billion in a wage subsidy extension. There were strong calls from the 

tourism industry in pre-Budget consultation for further support for staff costs. The 

extension to the Wage Subsidy Scheme will help businesses cover staffing costs and 

protect jobs, while we ramp up a domestic tourism campaign. Budget 2020 also includes 

NZD 400 million which has been allocated to a Tourism Recovery Fund (TRF). 

 



● People’s Republic of China: China was the first country affected by the health crisis, and 

thus its tourism industry has encountered severe challenges. However, even if tourism 

across the world has been hit hard by COVID-19, China has one key advantage - 1.4 

billion people with nowhere else to go. Domestic flights are back to 2019 levels. 

Lockdown is long gone in China and people are keen to travel. But with the pandemic 

raging abroad, with many popular tourist destinations keeping their borders closed and 

with the prospect of a two-week quarantine in a centralized facility on return, Chinese 

tourists are staying in the country. Regarding help provided by the state, government 

measures have helped, including the announcement in July by China's Ministry of 

Culture and Tourism that tour groups could offer cross-provincial border trips. Chinese 

airlines, which have been posting big losses with long-haul flights grounded, have also 

slashed domestic ticket prices. 

 

● United States of America: The Government launched an USD 2 trillion stimulus package 

open to all businesses, with travel at the forefront, with legislators creating special piles 

of money for industries hit hardest, including airlines, airports, and travel agents. US 

passenger airlines will have access to approximately USD 50 billion, half in grants and 

half in loans. After airlines accept federal money, the Act bars them from laying off or 

furloughing frontline employee. Airports also will receive USD10 billion from the 

Government. Hotels can also access loans, capped at 250% of a hotel’s monthly payroll. 

Loans are subject to forgiveness, meaning they don’t have to be paid back, if hoteliers 

re-hire employees by June 30. 

 

Timeline of events 



This is a summation of the most important events that occurred in this one year that the virus is 

present regarding tourism and travelling in general. 

Questions that a resolution must answer 
In this part of the Background Paper, the delegate will be presented with certain examples of 

questions that need to be answered in this topic. More specifically, when editing their 

resolutions, it is necessary that the delegates keep in mind their responses are obliged to give an 

answer to this kind of questions:  

❖ Which tourism sub-section should be prioritized on getting financial help: hotels, 

airliners or another? 

❖ How can authoritarian countries (e.g. China, Saudi Arabia) cooperate with international 

organizations, in order to provide help for local tourism corporations? 

❖ Which methods can the UN put into action in order to assist small and medium-sized 

tourist enterprises?  

❖ Should the UN concentrate on aiding large and well-known businesses at first? 

❖ Should countries with little to no social welfare system (e.g. U.S.A.) get more 

international financial aid than countries with boosted economies and well-preserved 

social welfare state (e.g. Norway, Sweden)? 

❖ How can each country revive tourist businesses that went bankrupt and closed during 

the pandemic? 

❖ What actions can be taken to save tourist businesses that are “on the verge” of 

economic collapse? 

October-
November 

2019 

• SARS-CoV-2 is thought to have arisen, as indicated by phylogenetic studies. 

January 23  
2020 

•  The first lockdown connected to the outbreak is issued in Wuhan, China. 

March-
April  
2020 

•  Lockdowns and travel restrictions are applied worldwide. 

Mid-
Summer  

2020 

•  Most travel restrictions are being lifted temporally. 

Autumn  
2020 

•The world is preparing for a "second wave" of the virus. 



❖ How can the UN intrigue the people’s interest in traveling around the world once the 

situation with COVID-19 is under control?  

Since the world is currently fighting the pandemic that was caused by the outbreak of COVID-19, 

some of the above examples are, directly or indirectly, about the coronavirus. 

Resources for further research 
Here you will find useful links to help you on your research but not limited to. 

⮚ https://www.who.int 

⮚ https://www.unwto.org/international-tourism-and-covid-19 

⮚ https://blog.wego.com/covid19-travel-restrictions-by-destination-country/ 

⮚ https://www.unwto.org/restarting-tourism 

⮚ https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-

reports/behavioural-changes-tourism-times-covid-19 

⮚ https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/09/pandemic-covid19-tourism-sector-

tourism/ 

 

Sources used 
⮚ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coronavirus_disease_2019 

⮚ https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/tourism-policy-responses-to-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-6466aa20/ 

⮚ https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7405826/ 

⮚ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pandemic 

⮚ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_responses_to_the_COVID-19_pandemic 

⮚ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_the_COVID-19_pandemic_in_2019 

⮚ https://www.china-briefing.com/news/chinas-travel-restrictions-due-to-covid-19-an-

explainer/ 

⮚ https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/events-as-they-

happen/ 

⮚ https://www.hotelmanagement-network.com/features/coronavirus-timeline/ 

⮚ https://blog.wego.com/covid19-travel-restrictions-by-destination-country/ 

⮚ https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/09/pandemic-covid19-tourism-sector-

tourism/ 

⮚ https://news.sky.com/story/coronavirus-chinas-tourism-industry-thriving-as-world-

battles-covid-19-12064860 
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