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Introduction to the delegates 

My name is Dimitris Thanos. I am 17 years old and I will be chairing your committee. I'm -still- a student 

at the Lyceum of Psychiko. This will be my first experience as a chair, and I'm looking forward to it. My 

MUN journey started in March 2019, as I participated in the AMLMUN. I was so fascinated by the 

experience, that in a short time, I had already applied for my 2nd conference, which took place in 

Bratislava, Slovakia (APROMUN) . Having built up experience and confidence I thought it was the right 

time for me, to actually chair a committee. And here I am. Other than MUN conferences, I always indulge 

in long outings with my friends, and of course, my lifelong love, Basketball. Wanting to keep this 

introduction short and brief, I look forward to seeing all of you (virtually), in the conference. If you have 

any questions regarding the topic or the conference whatsoever you can email me at 

dimitristhanos235@gmail.com  

My name is Nikolas-Efraim Papadopoulos and I will be the chair for the historical crisis committee. I am a 

19 years old college student at the departments of Communication Media and Culture in Panteion 

university. In my free time I play volleyball, currently I play the position of libero in the team of kifisia. 

My excitement about being a chair cannot be shown through this article. Despite being a delegate a few 

times in the AMUN and in SAIMUN in Dublin I have never participated as a chair. Therefore, I am looking 

forward to cooperating with our new delegates and seeing what they are made of. See you at the 

committee. For any kind of information you may need, contact me at papado.nikolas@yahoo.com 
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Summary of the topic 
World War I (or the First World War, often abbreviated as WWI or WW1) was a global war originating in 

Europe that lasted from 28 July 1914 to 11 November 1918. Contemporaneously known as the Great 

War or "the war to end all wars", it led to the mobilization of more than 70 million military personnel, 

including 60 million Europeans, making it one of the largest wars in history. It is also one of the deadliest 

conflicts in history, with an estimated 9 million combatant deaths and 13 million civilian deaths as a 

direct result of the war. It resulted with genocides and the related 1918 Spanish flu pandemic caused 

another 17–100 million deaths worldwide, including an estimated 2.64 million Spanish flu deaths in 

Europe and as many as 675,000 Spanish flu deaths in the United States 

Definition of key terms 
 

Allied Powers : 

An alliance during World War I that originally consisted of Russia, France, and Britain. Many other 

countries, including Belgium, Canada, Greece, Italy, Japan, and Romania, joined later as associate 

powers. Although the United States never joined the Allied Powers—preferring on principle to fight the 

Central Powers independently—it cooperated closely with the Allied Powers once it joined the war in 

1917.  

Austria’s Ultimatum to Serbia: 

An ultimatum that Austria issued to Serbia on July 23, 1914, escalated tensions between the two 

nations. The ultimatum demanded that Serbia crack down on anti-Austrian propaganda in the Serbian 

press and that Serbia allow Austria to participate directly in judicial proceedings to prosecute the parties 

guilty of assassinating Archduke Franz Ferdinand. 

Battle of the Somme: 

One of the largest battles of the war, fought in northern France from July 1 to November 18 1916, 

simultaneously with the Battle of Verdun. The Battle of the Somme was the result of an Allied offensive 

along a twenty-five-mile front. Although it ended up as a small victory for the Allied Powers, it cost them 

146,000 lives in order to advance less than six miles. 

Battle of Verdun: 

The longest and one of the deadliest battles of the war, lasting from February 21 to December 18, 1916. 

Germany, hoping to wear France down and inflict large numbers of casualties, assaulted the fortified 

town of Verdun, which blocked the German forces’ path to Paris. The battle ended without a clear 

victor, despite the deaths of more than 650,000 soldiers. 

Black Hand: 

A terrorist Serbian nationalist group that was responsible for training and arming Gavrilo Princip and 

others who participated in the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand. 



Blank Check: 

The unconditional promise of Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany to defend Austria-Hungary if Russia attacked 

it while the latter invaded Serbia. The guarantee was made on July 5, 1914, a week after Archduke 

Ferdinand’s assassination. 

Grey Zone - No Man's Land: 

An area between opposing armies, over which no control has been established. An unowned or 

unclaimed tract of usually barren land. 

Trench Warfare: 

A type of land warfare using occupied fighting lines largely comprising military trenches, in which troops 

are well-protected from the enemy's small arms fire and are substantially sheltered from artillery.  

Triple Alliance: 

A pre-war alliance among Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy, formalized in 1882. At the start of World 

War I, Italy dropped out of this alliance, initially maintaining a neutral position regarding the war. 

Triple Entente: 

A vaguely defined pre-war alliance among Russia, France and Britain, finalized in 1907. The Triple 

Entente was not a formal treaty and had little real substance. 

Background Information 
It is the 20th century of human history and the tension between the free republics and empires is getting 

bigger. Each European country is trying to maintain a tenuous balance of power among themselves 

resulting in a complex of political and military alliance. Circumstances such as Britain’s withdrawal into 

splendid isolation, the decline of the Ottoman Empire and the rapidly rising Prussia under the rule of 

Otto von Bismarck were challenging the so-called “peace” in Europe. Bismarck was able to isolate France 

after winning a war and gaining key lands such as Alsace and Lorraine. In addition, he led the foundation 

of the League of the Three Emperors which included countries such as the Empire of Germany, Austro-

Hungarian empire and Russia. Unfortunately, the league was dissolved at the end of Russo-Turkish war 

of 1877-1878.  

Since the Declaration of Serbia as an independent state (1833), Austro-Hungary had not recognized any 

territorial claims, made by the Serbs. After a number of diplomatic crises, leading to The Pig War (1906-

1909), in which Bosnia was annexed by Austria-Hungary, despite Serbia's claims of this territory, Serbian 

nationalism was enforced. The above-mentioned crisis led to the assassination of Archduke Francis 

Ferdinand. This was the sparkling light for World War 1.  



Bloc Positions 

  

The image above shows the crucial Countries and Alliances in World War I.  Also the table below show 

where most countries used to stand regarding the war. 

Entente  Central powers  Neutral 

United Kingdom and 

Puppets 

German Empire and Puppets Argentina 

France Austria-Hungary Chile 

Russia Ottoman Empire Netherlands 

United states Bulgaria  Norway 

Italy Client states of the German empire in 1918 Sweden 

Japan Belarus Venezuela 

Serbia Courland and Semigallia  Sweden 

Belgium Crimean Regional Government Switzerland 

Montenegro Don Republic Mexico 

Asir  Finland   

Nejd and Hasa Georgia  

Portugal Kuban People’s Republic  

Romania Lithuania  

Hejaz  Mountain Republic  

Kingdom of Greece Poland  

China Ukraine   

Siam Client states of the ottoman empire   

Brazil Azerbaijan  

Armenia  Jabal Shammar   



Timeline of events 

 

 

 

Questions that a resolution must answer 
During the Historical Crisis Committee, you will NOT be asked to vote upon resolutions. Your primary 

goal is to tackle the issue of The Great War. Your objective is to secure victory for your country, both 

militarily and diplomatically. However, the committee’s main focus (and consequently yours as a 

delegate) is to find a solution to end the entire war. By the end of the conference you will have to reach 

a Peace Treaty (chronologically around 1918-1919) or at least sign a Cease-Fire with the other world 

leaders, if no faction can completely dominate its enemies. During the committee sessions various 

relevant and irrelevant crises will occur, which you’ll need to face and respond to, without going out of 

your way to your main goal. 

  

•The 
assasination of 
Archduke 
Fedinand  

•Austria-
Hungary 
declares war to 
Serbia 

The 
beggining of 

the war  

•The fight at the 
Eastern front
  

•The war at the 
western front  

The 
conduction 
of the war  

•Saint Petesburg's 
bombings 

• Lenins's 
revolution 

•The form of USSR 

 

 

The Russian 
Revolution  

USA joins the war in 
the side of the 

Entente 

The US take 
Russia's place   

Treaty of 
Versailles in 

1918 

The ending of 
the war  



Resources for further research 
You can use our sources as a part of the research. Other than that, you can use the following links: 

https://www.britannica.com/event/World-War-I 

https://edition.cnn.com/2013/07/09/world/world-war-i-fast-facts/index.html 

https://www.theworldwar.org/explore/interactive-wwi-timeline 

http://www.greatwar.co.uk/timeline/ww1-timeline.htm 

https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/ww1-timeline/ 

Film to watch: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarajevo_(2014_film) 

Sources used 

https://www.sparknotes.com/history/european/ww1/terms/ 

https://www.wikipedia.org 

https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2017/10/exploring-different-perspectives-on-world-war-i-through-

different-responses-to-the-armistice/ 

https://pro.europeana.eu/post/the-different-individual-sides-to-history-human-aspects-of-ww1 

https://www.britannica.com/event/World-War-I
https://edition.cnn.com/2013/07/09/world/world-war-i-fast-facts/index.html
https://www.theworldwar.org/explore/interactive-wwi-timeline
http://www.greatwar.co.uk/timeline/ww1-timeline.htm
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/ww1-timeline/
https://www.sparknotes.com/history/european/ww1/terms/
https://www.wikipedia.org/
https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2017/10/exploring-different-perspectives-on-world-war-i-through-different-responses-to-the-armistice/
https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2017/10/exploring-different-perspectives-on-world-war-i-through-different-responses-to-the-armistice/
https://pro.europeana.eu/post/the-different-individual-sides-to-history-human-aspects-of-ww1

