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 Introduction to the delegates 

Dear delegates of the Security Council Committee,  

it is an honor for me to welcome you to the MSKMUN 2021 Web Edition. My name is Andreas-

Nektarios Tsouchantaris, I am 17 years old and I am one of the two Chairs of the Security Council 

Committee. I go to the twelfth grade at the 1st High School of Kifissia. I love cycling and archery. 

Furthermore, my biggest passion is cooking, so that’s why I want to be a chef in the future. My 

first MUN experience came to the ninth grade when I learned about the MILANMUN2018 

conference. Once it was over, I was sure that MUN became  part of my life, so six conferences 

followed, including two times chairing. I am really excited for the upcoming MSKMUN2021 

conference and for meeting you all, because I think that this conference will be the best of all 

the previous ones. Feel free to contact me for any questions at my email address: 

andreas.tsoux@gmail.com .  

 

Dear  delegates, 

My name is Michael Poulakis. I will have the honour to be one of your Chairs at MSKMUN2021. I 

am 14 years old and I’m in the 3th Grade of Anavryta Model Junior High School. I love 

participating in MUN Conferences and I have acquired experience from a variety of conferences. 

I became acquainted with MUN last year as I took part in the MUN Club of my school. Before 

MUN I was a member of the ASPNet UNESCO Club at Anavryta and participated in a number of 

UNESCO Conferences. From the first conference I attended till now, MUN has become my 

passion and I am especially excited to be chairing at MSKMUN this year. Through MUN I have 

made and am still making friends from all over the world. MUN has helped me broaden my 

horizons, learn about the rest of the world, see through the eyes of different people of different 

cultures. MUN is a way to see the world, a way to understand it. But learning and studying goes 

hand in hand with fun and socialization!  

For all the newcomers I would like to welcome you to the MUN community or rather MUN 

family and assure you that you won’t regret what you are doing. I look forward to seeing you in 

this remarkable and unique conference. But what will make it even more remarkable, is you 

delegates. Your speeches, your points, your motions. You must always keep in mind that you are 

the heart of the conference, so try to make the most of it.   

In case you would like to contact me, you can send an email at the following address 

m.poulakis@ssa.co.gr  

I am looking forward to seeing you. 

 

mailto:m.poulakis@ssa.co.gr


Topic 1: The question of truce and global ceasefire call 

due to health crisis 

Summary of the topic 
To begin with, in an appeal issued on Monday, March 23, 2020, UN Secretary-General António 

Guterres urged warring states  across the world to lay down their weapons in support of the 

biggest battle against COVID-19: the common enemy that is now threatening all of humankind. 

As the UN chief pointed out, COVID-19 does not care about nationality or ethnicity, or other 

differences between people, and “attacks all, relentlessly”, including during wartime. The 

ceasefire would allow humanitarian aid personel  to reach populations that are most vulnerable 

to the spread of COVID-19, which first emerged in Wuhan, China, last December, and has now 

been reported in more than 180 countries. 

Definition of key terms 
Term Definition 

 

P5 

The 5 UN SC permanent members. ( China, 

France, Russian Federation, United Kingdom 

and United States of America ). 

 

                                    NP  

The UN SC non-permanent countries which 

elected until 2021. (Kingdom of Belgium, 

Dominican Republic, Estonia, Germany, 

Indonesia, Niger, St. Vincent-Grenadines, 

South African Republic, Tunisia and Vietnam 

). 

                                  UNSC  The Security Council Committee of the 

United Nations. 

 

 

 

G20  

 A group of countries which has the purpose 

to bring together systemically important 

industrialized and developing economies to 

discuss key issues in the global economy. ( 

Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, 

France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, 

Japan, South Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi 

Arabia, South Africa, Turkey, United 

Kingdom, United States, and European 

Union ) 

Appeal The call for global ceasefire of two or more 

sides ( countries, coalitions, organizations or 

alliances ) with conflicting views on how the 



problem can be solved 

Background Information 
To begin with, on March 23rd, 2020 the UN Secretary-General Antonio Manuel de Oliveira 

Guterres asked for a global ceasefire during the COVID-19 pandemic, because coronavirus is a 

common enemy attacking everyone , relentlessly, as the UN Secretary-General said. After the 

statement, he contacted with the leaders of G20 in order to inform them for his statement. 

Furthermore, on March 29th, 2020, Pope Francis made a statement in order to support the UN 

Secretary-General’s call for a global ceasefire.  

Moreover, on April 2nd, 2020, a Russian resolution submitted ( A/RES/74/270 ), about securing 

international cooperation, global solidarity, and multilateralism in sight  of the coronavirus 

pandemic. However, it has been rejected by a western alliance in favour of a more general 

commitment. In addition, on April 3rd, 2020, the UN Secretary-General makes a statement in 

order to report that 70 UN member states support the Appeal. He also said that from the 70 

member states, the 11 of them take part in long-term conflicts and they want to stop fighting. 

The Appeal is also being supported by regional partners, civil society networks and non-state 

actors. Also, on April 8th, 2020, the Saudi-led coalition, states that they  halt military operations. 

Furthermore, on April 14th, 2020, the French President Macron makes a statement in order to 

support that France is in favour of the Appeal, to mention that China, United States and United 

Kingdom are also in favour of the Appeal and that he is optimistic that also  Russia will be in 

favour of the Appeal. In addition, on June 24th, 2020, 170 UN member states and observers, 

being led by Malaysia, sign a non-binding statement calling all member states to support the 

Appeal. Moreover, on June 25th, 2020, 2 member states decide to cosubmit the non-binding 

statement.As a result, on July 1st, 2020, the UN Security Council passes a resolution ( 

S/RES/2532 (2020) ), demanding "a general and immediate cessation of hostilities in all 

situations on its agenda" and expressing support for "the efforts undertaken by the Secretary-

General and his Special Representatives and Special Envoys in that respect." The resolution also 

calls for "all parties to armed conflicts to engage immediately in a durable humanitarian pause" 

of at least 90 consecutive days and requests that the Secretary-General enhances the United 

Nations' response to the pandemic, particularly in conflict zones. 



 

Bloc Positions 
There are 2 sides disputing about the Appeal. On the one side, there are all countries and 

organizations who want the Appeal to meet success. They think that the Appeal could happen, 

since it passed as a resolution from the members of the Security Council of the United Nations. 

Furthermore, they believe that the Appeal is a reason why countries must stop fighting and the 

ceasefire is the best solution to solve the problem of the Covid-19. Moreover, the problem can 

be solved earlier if all countries fight united against the coronavirus pandemic.  

On the other hand, there is a Western Alliance which rejects a Russian resolution passed by the 

General Assembly of the United Nations ( A/RES/74/270 ) on April, 2nd, 2020 which calls for 

international cooperation, global solidarity and multilateralism in the face of the coronavirus 

pandemic. This alliance is in favor of a more general commitment about giving solution to the 

topic. 

Timeline of events 
⮚ March 23rd, 2020: UN Secretary-General  issues the 'Appeal for Global Ceasefire', also 

stating that he communicated with the leaders of the G20 on the same day.  

⮚ March 29th, 2020: Pope Francis issues statement in support of UN Secretary-General 

Guterres' call for a global ceasefire.  

⮚ April 2nd, 2020: A Russian resolution to back a global ceasefire and end trade wars and 

sanctions is rejected by a western alliance in favor of a more general commitment, 

General Assembly resolution A/RES/74/270, calling for international cooperation, global 

solidarity, and multilateralism in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic.  



⮚ April 3rd, 2020: UN Secretary-General Guterres reports approximately 70 UN Member 

States were supporting the Appeal, of which 11 were locked in long-term conflicts, with 

the appeal also being supported by civil society networks, non-state actors, and regional 

partners.  

⮚ April 8th, 2020: The Saudi-led coalition fighting Yemen's Iran-aligned Houthis in the 

Yemeni conflict states that it is halting military operations.  

⮚ April 14th, 2020: French President Emmanuel Macron declares support for the ceasefire 

appeal and states that he has also secured support from three of the five permanent 

members of the UN Security Council (China, United Kingdom, and the United States) and 

appears optimistic of securing the support of the Russian President Vladimir Putin.  

⮚ June 24th, 2020: Led by Malaysia, 170 UN Member States and Observers sign a non-

binding statement calling on all actors to support the ceasefire appeal, rising to 172 on 

25 June 2020.  

⮚ July 1st, 2020: The UN Security Council passes resolution S/RES/2532 (2020), demanding 

"a general and immediate cessation of hostilities in all situations on its agenda" and 

expressing support for "the efforts undertaken by the Secretary-General and his Special 

Representatives and Special Envoys in that respect." The resolution also calls for "all 

parties to armed conflicts to engage immediately in a durable humanitarian pause" of at 

least 90 consecutive days and requests that the Secretary-General enhances the United 

Nations' response to the pandemic, particularly in conflict zones.  

  



Questions that a resolution must answer 
 

⮚ What are the consequences for the countries which may think that a ceasefire is not a 

reason to stop fighting?  

⮚ What can we do in order to control what will happen after the at least 90 consecutive 

days mentioned in the resolution S/RES/2532 (2020)?  

⮚ Should the UN countries sign a durable peace treaty in order to secure the ceasefire?  

⮚ Should the United Nations impose to the UN countries not to declare war against other 

countries especially during the COVID 19 pandemic?  

 

Resources for further research 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JH9sZxVlpDo  ( Secretary-General's call for ceasefire )  

https://soundcloud.com/unradio/covid-19-un-secretary-generals-appeal-for-a-global-ceasefire  
(Sound Clip from Secretary-General’s call for ceasefire)  

https://www.bbc.com/ 

https://edition.cnn.com/ 

 https://www.un.org/en/  

https://www.nytimes.com/  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/ 

 https://www.reuters.com/ 

https://www.theguardian.com/international 

 https://www.wikipedia.org/     (  Doublecheck the data using one or more of the sites 
mentioned 

above, or by using other reliable sites )                                                                             

Sources used 
 https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/03/1059972 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_ceasefire 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JH9sZxVlpDo
https://soundcloud.com/unradio/covid-19-un-secretary-generals-appeal-for-a-global-ceasefire
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https://www.nytimes.com/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/
https://www.reuters.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/international
https://www.wikipedia.org/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/03/1059972
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_ceasefire


Topic 2: The question of access to virulent strains by 

terrorists 

Summary of the topic                                                                                       

Terrorism is the intentional use of indiscriminate violence to provoke  fear and terror, often to 

non-combatant targets, as a means to achieve an ideological, financial, religious, or political aim. 

A great deal of terrorists use viruses or other agents, such as bacteria, toxins etc, to cause illness 

or death to humans, animals, or plants. This type of terrorism is defined as Bioterrorism. 

 Bioterrorists use virulent strains which are often human-modified to improve their 

effectiveness. These strains can be harmful to society and democracy as it is a means of gaining 

power through terror. Additionally biological weapons are being improved in labs of many UN 

member states. It is vital that these weapons, which are viruses, bacteria etc, must be kept away 

from terrorists as they are extremely dangerous. 

 

Definition of key terms 

       Term Definition 

     

     Incubation 

The process or period of time in which harmful bacteria or viruses 

increase in size or number in a person's or animal's body but do not yet 

produce the effects of disease 

    Bioterrorism The use of agents, such as bacteria, viruses etc, to purposely harm large 

quantities of people or communities. 

       Virulent Dangerous and spreads or affects people very quickly 

       WMD Weapons of Mass Destruction  

 

 

Background Information 

Bioterrorism is the use of agents, such as bacteria, viruses etc, to purposely harm large 

quantities of people or communities. Bioterrorism is based on virulent strains, that can be 

spread through the air, food, or water. These strains often lead to illnesses and deaths of 

civilians, animals, or plants. Those strains may occur naturally or may be modified by man. 



The agents are typically found in nature, but they may be altered in a laboratory to improve 

their resistance to antibiotics, and ability to spread in the environment. Terrorists commonly use 

such strains as they aren't often easy to detect and the illness onset may be delayed for hours to 

days because of its incubation, increasing dispersion. 

Bioterrorism agents are a common choice for terrorists because they are easy and inexpensive 

to produce, easy to disseminate, and can cause widespread effects. The problem of bioweapons 

is that they may affect both enemy and friendly forces. That is why terrorists use biologic 

weapons as a method of creating mass panic. 

In the history of humanity, infecting civilians was considered inappropriate. Civilians aren’t 

usually attacked, unless they happen to be living or working in an area that has tactical or 

strategic value. Unfortunately, bioterrorism agents are difficult to control and affect military 

personnel as well as civilians. 

In today's world, many States and organizations fight against bioterrorism. In 2001 the Danish 

Ministry of Health established the Danish Centre for Biosecurity and Biopreparedness. INTERPOL 

in 17 June 2010 presented a bioterrorism prevention program. 

In many countries, intelligence agencies have been assigned to investigate and fight 

bioterrorism. For instance, in the USA, FBI was assigned primary responsibility for “render safe” 

operations. FBI consolidated its WMD investigation, intelligence, and prevention efforts into one 

WMD Directorate. 

Bloc Positions 

The states of the UN and NGOs generally agree when it comes to the prevention of bioterrorism. 

Most of the States have assigned that task to special agencies, intelligences or specific offices. 

However the debate between the states is about the way information about virulent strains and 

bioterrorism are collected and the way of the prevention of bioterrorism. This is because of 

powerful countries such as the P5  not wanting to expose information about their biological 

development and weapons. Moreover, some countries use the UN research programs as a way 

to rule over other countries, since through such activities they get the chance to gather top 

secret state information of other countries. 

 

Timeline of events 

  DATE   EVENT 

2000 The FBI was assigned primary responsibility for “render safe” operations within the 

United States and its territories. 

2001 Establishment of the Danish Centre for Biosecurity and Biopreparedness 



Madrid 17 

June 2010 

Representing INTERPOL: Office of the Special Representative of INTERPOL to the 

EU Jens Naujeck 

2006 FBI consolidated its WMD investigation, intelligence, and prevention efforts into 

one WMD Directorate 

 

Questions that a resolution must answer 

While writing your resolution you must keep in mind that it must define the following: 

⮚ Which measures should be taken to avoid bioterrorism 

⮚ How we can avoid terrorists to access virulent strains 

⮚ How we can protect advanced virulent strains 

⮚ Should data for virulent strains be collected from labs? 

● How will this data be collected? 

● Who will collect this data? 

Resources for further research 

  https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK493217/ 

https://www.unog.ch/80256EDD006B8954/(httpAssets)/DD5E0DDA64986879C12580FB00309197/$file/Ses
sion+I.+Presentation+4_CBB.pdf 

https://www.unog.ch/80256EDD006B8954/(httpAssets)/76E5C59B6C77797AC125775F004BF243/$file/Jens
+Naujeck.INTERPOL+Bioterrorism+Prevention+Programme.pdfs 

Sources used                                                              

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK493217/ 

https://www.unog.ch/80256EDD006B8954/(httpAssets)/A14300A572E9C87BC1257CEE003C59A
2/$file/Enforcement+and+Regulations+(September+2013).pdf 

https://www.unog.ch/80256EDD006B8954/httpAssets)/76E5C59B6C77797AC125775F04BF243/
$file/Jens+Naujeck.INTERPOL+Bioterrorism+Prevention+Programme.pdf 

https://www.unog.ch/80256EDD006B8954/httpAssets)/DD5E0DDA64986879C12580FB0309197
/$file/Session+I.+Presentation+4_CBB.pdf 
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