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Introduction to the delegates 
 

Greetings! 

My name is Natali Stamatopoulou and I am 14 years old. I have been presented with the 

honor to hold the position of the Sochum Committee in this year’s MSKMUN. I am currently 

attending my 3rd year of middle school at the 1st middle school of Kifissia. 

 To begin with I could be characterized as a social and friendly girl.My passions are reading, 

listening to music and swimming. I am also keen to diplomacy and this is going to be my 

second conference. When I heard about this conference I instantly filled the application for a 

delegate. MUN has been fantastic experience which helped me broaden my horizons and 

enrich my vocabulary. 

Due to COVID-19, the MUN is going to be conducted via web platforms but still I am very 

excited to meet the delegates and organize the debate in SOCHUM committee.  I am looking 

forward to chair in the conference for the first time. 

I am so excited to participate in this year’s MUN and cooperate with the MSKMUN 

Organizing Team and the Chairs aiming to conduct a fruitful and educative debate. If any 

further questions occur regarding the topic, please contact me through the SOCHUM email: 

sochumccommittee1mskmun@gmail.com 

 

Dear delegates, 

I hereby welcome you to the MSKMUN 2020 and the Social, Cultural and Humanitarian 

Committee (SOCHUM) in particular. My name is Christine Vlachou and I will be serving as 

your Committee Director for the duration of the conference. As much as I dislike telling 

people about myself, introductions are in order -I am a 17 year old student, this is my third 

year of association with Model UN, I am thrilled to serve as your Committee Director at one 

of the largest and most prestigious high school conferences in the country. 

This year, SOCHUM’s topics were chosen out of an exhaustive list of issues due to COVID-19 

lockdown, which deserved immediate attention and assistance. To stand out from the 

crowd, you will need to demonstrate a complete grasp on the issue at hand with useful and 

strong insights and practical proposals to help the cause. I trust you all to be impeccable 

when it comes to diplomatic demeanor and be mindful of not only your country’s stance but 

also your dignified position as the representative of a nation. As delegates, you must realize 

that there is no consisted friend or foe in international relations. Diplomacy is the key to 

resolving issues pragmatically. Natalie and I anticipate a remarkable level of importance of 

being well researched for SOCHUM at MSKMUN this year and delegates, please keep in 

mind that this study guide should serve only at the beginning of your research. Be confident, 

know your stance and prepare for a scintillating MUN experience. 

Christina Vlachou 

 

mailto:sochumccommittee1mskmun@gmail.com


Introduction to SOCHUM  
The Social, Humanitarian and Cultural 

committee (SOCHUM), also the third 

committee of the United Nations General 

Assembly (UNGA), considers a variety of 

issues ranging from social, humanitarian affairs and human rights issues of all people around 

the world. Over the years, SOCHUM discusses questions relating to the advancement of 

women, the protection of children, indigenous issues, the treatment of refugees, the 

promotion of fundamental freedoms through the elimination of racism and racial 

discrimination, and the to self determination. The Committee also addresses important 

social development questions such as issues related to youth, family, ageing, persons with 

disabilities, crime prevention, criminal justice, and international drug control. 

Alike other UNGAs, SOCHUM works closely with other UN and non-UN bodies, governmental 

or non-governmental. Together, they work according to the Charter of the United Nations. 

In addition, SOCHUM as a UNGA may request topic-specific reports from other UN agencies, 

such as the Human Rights Council. The UN Secretary-General reports annually to SOCHUM 

on a different agenda items, and the committee vote on important matters. The votes are to 

be recorded. At the end of session, the committee reports to the plenary bodies of the GA 

on topic-specific items.  

 

  



THE QUESTION OF PSYCHOLOGICAL HELP AND 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DUE TO LOCKDOWN 

SITUATIONS 

Introduction to the Topic 
Fear, worry, and stress are normal responses to perceived or meal threats and at times 

when we are faced with uncertainty or the unknown. It is normal and understandable that 

people are experiencing fear in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. Added to the fear of 

contracting the virus in a pandemic such as COVID-19 are the significant changes to our daily 

lives as our movements are restricted in support of efforts to contain and slow down the 

spread of the virus. Faced with new realities of working from home, temporary 

unemployment, home-schooling of children and lack of physical contact with other family 

members, friends and colleagues it is important that we look after our mental, as well as our 

physical, health. 

Pandemics, financial insecurity, stress and uncertainty have led to increased aggression at 

home which was seen previously 

with the global financial crisis in 

2009 and natural  disasters such as 

the 2011 Christchurch earthquake, 

with abusers able to control large 

amounts of their victims' daily 

lives. Domestic violence also 

increases whenever families spend 

more time together, such as 

during Christmas vacations. As 

stated by the French Secretary of 

Equality Marlene Schiappa,  

"Confinement is a breeding 

ground for domestic abuse." 

Background information 

Mental health during the global pandemic  
People with no record of mental illness are 

developing serious psychological problems for 

the first time as a result of a lockdown, amid 

growing stresses over isolation, job insecurity, 

relationship breakdown and bereavement, the 

Royal College of Psychiatrists has disclosed. 

Adults and children are having psychotic episodes, mania and depression, with some taken 

to hospital because of the heavy toll on their mental well-being. Men aged 18-25 have been 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_financial_crisis_in_2009
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_financial_crisis_in_2009
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2011_Christchurch_earthquake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marl%C3%A8ne_Schiappa


reported to be badly affected by first-time mental health issues. Previous research has 

suggested they feel the worst affected by restrictions on their movement and are most likely 

to flout the lockdown. 

Eight weeks into lockdown measures, the Royal College of Psychiatrists is warning that 

services could be overwhelmed by “a tsunami of mental illness”. Grief at the loss of loved 

ones, shock at the loss of jobs, isolation and restrictions on movement, difficult family 

dynamics, uncertainty and fear for the future etc. Mental health problems, including 

depression and anxiety, are some of the greatest causes of misery in our world. 

After decades of neglect and underinvestment in mental health services, the COVID-19 

pandemic is now hitting families and communities with additional mental stress. Those most 

at risk are frontline healthcare workers, older people, adolescents and young people, those 

with pre-existing mental health conditions and those caught up in conflict and crisis. 

We must help them and stand by them. Governments, civil society, health authorities and 

others must come together urgently to address the mental health dimension of this 

pandemic. 

Violence due to COVID-19 
A survey undertaken by psychiatrists across the UK revealed that many families were 

experiencing significant tension as a result of staying at home together all the time.4 in 10 

psychiatrists report an increase in people needing urgent and  emergency mental 

healthcare-including new patients-in the wake of the lockdown. 

Psychiatrists are also concerned about stress linked to the fear of contracting COVID-

19.Being cut off from family and friends, and disruption to normal NHS services, are also 

exacerbating existing mental health problems. Some now refer to the emergence of 

“lockdown anxiety” 

The royal college’s findings are contained in a survey of 1,369 psychiatrists carried out 

between 1 and 6 May. In it 45% of psychiatrists said that they had seen a fall in the number 

of patients attending routine appointments during the pandemic, which could see services 

facing a “tsunami” of people needing treatment once restrictions on people’s movements 

have eased.  

One participant said: “Many of our patients have deteriorated or developed mental 

disorders as a direct result of the corona virus disruption, for example social isolation, 

increased stress [or that they have] run out of meds.”The findings follow the UN’s warning 

this week that the pandemic could lead to an “upsurge” in the number of people needing 

mental health care and the severity of their illness. 

Domestic violence and sexual exploitation, which is already an epidemic across the world, 

spike when households were placed under the increased strains that come from security, 

health and money worries, and cramped and confined living conditions. Prior to the 

pandemic, it was estimated that one in three women will experience violence during their 

lifetimes, a human rights violation that also bears an economic cost of US$1.5 trillion. Many 

of these women are now trapped at home with their abusers and are at increased risk of 



other forms of violence as overloaded healthcare systems and disrupted justice services 

struggle to respond. Women especially essential and informal workers, such as doctors, 

nurses and street vendors are at heightened risk of violence as they navigate deserted urban 

or rural public spaces and transportation services under lockdown. 

More domestic violence helplines and shelters across the world are reporting rising calls for 

help. In a number of countries, domestic violence reports and emergency calls have surged 

upwards of 25 per cent since social distancing measures were enacted. Such numbers are 

also likely to reflect only the worst cases. In Argentina, Canada, France, Germany, Spain, the 

United Kingdom, and the United States, government authorities, women's rights activists 

and civil society partners have flagged increasing reports of domestic violence during the 

crisis, and heightened demand for emergency shelter. The European Parliament issued a 

press release addressing the issue writing "we won’t leave Europe's women alone" and 

asked member states to increase support to domestic violence victims during the pandemic.  

 Prior to the pandemic, less than 40% of the women who experienced violence sought help 

of any sort. Now, quarantine and movement restrictions further serve to isolate many 

women trapped with their abusers from friends, families and other support networks. And, 

the closure of non-

essential businesses 

means that work no 

longer provides respite 

for many survivors and 

heightened economic 

insecurity makes it more 

difficult for them to 

leave. For those who do 

manage to reach out, 

overstretched health, 

social, judicial and police 

services are struggling to 

respond as resources are 

diverted to deal with the pandemic.  

 In the immediate term, the largest contributor is likely to come from the effects of stay-at-

home orders and movement restrictions, which could increase women's exposure to violent 

partners. Mounting household tensions and economic stresses could also play a role. There 

are already indications that violence incidence is indeed growing, including increases in calls 

to violence prevention hotlines and media reports of rising domestic abuse and homicide. 

Projections by UNFPA show that if violence increases by 20 per cent during periods of 

lockdown, there would be an additional 15 million cases of intimate partner violence in 2020 

for an average lockdown duration of 3 months, 31 million cases for an average lockdown of 

6 months, 45 million for an average lockdown of 9 months, and 61 million if the average 

lockdown period were to be as long as one year. 

 Governments have come up with new ways to tackle domestic violence in the times of 

restriction imposed due to lockdowns during the corona virus pandemic. Italy has launched 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Parliament


an app that allows asking for help without the need to make a phone call. The French 

government has launched an initiative to help victims by new hotlines and a website for 

resources, along with implementing code words to tell Pharmacy staff after learning of the 

program from Spain and the Canary Islands. Western Australia has created a COVID-19 

Family and Domestic Violence Task force with the Department of Communities to work with 

the police force and service providers to ensure the continuation of services, allowed courts 

to impose electronic monitoring on offenders and raised penalty amounts. 

Block Positions 
Albania 

In Albania, 245 cases of violence against women were reported in March, with 89 

prosecutions, 33 arrests and 141 protection orders issued. As opposed to many countries, 

the number of domestic violence reports decreased by 141 as compared to the same month 

the previous year. The number of reports might be higher, however, as lockdown 

restrictions make reporting more difficult. Roma women in Albania seem to be particularly 

affected. Many of them experience increased domestic violence and are not able to report 

because they are afraid, do not own a mobile phone, or cannot leave their house. 

Argentina 

During the 120 first days of lockdown, the Domestic Violence Bureau (dependent on the 

Supreme Court) received 1280 reports of intrafamily violence. The number of women killed 

reached a 10-year high during the COVID-19 lockdown. Calls to the 144  emergency phone 

number for gender violence increased 28% year-on-year on a nationwide level, 48% in the 

capital city Buenos Aires, 35% in the Buenos Aires Province and 10% in the Salta Province. 

Australia 

The Australian government announced that Google searches for domestic violence help had 

increased by 75% more than normal. The Western Australia Police reported a 5 percent 

increase in domestic violence reports compared to the year prior. A report from the Gender 

and COVID-19 Working Group stated that of 400 frontline workers polled, some 40 percent 

reported an increase in calls for help, and 70 percent saw an increase in the complexity of 

the cases. 

China 

In the Hubei province of China, domestic violence reports to police more than tripled 

compared to the previous year, jumping from 47 cases in February 2019 to 162 cases in 

February 2020. 26-year-old Lele from Anhui province said that she had already faced abuse 

by her husband for six years, but the COVID-19 lockdown made it far worse; in a 1 March 

escalation, he repeatedly hit her with a chair and wholly bruised her legs while she was 

holding their 11-month-old daughter. 

Colombia 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canary_Islands
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Australia


On the first day of the nationwide lockdown for Colombia; 24 March, a man shot his wife, 

her sister and mother dead inside of their home in an apparent femicide attack. The mayor 

of the capital city Bogota reported that in the first week of lockdown the only crime statistic 

to not lower was domestic violence, which surged 225%. The leader of Colombia's Femicide 

Observatory, which tracks the killing of women, cited an increase in neighborhood reporting 

and the use of hashtags like #FeminicidioEsPandemia and #ViolenciaDeGenero. 

France 

In the first week of its lockdown, France saw a 32% rise in areas policed by the National 

Gendarmerie (rural and suburban areas) in relation to domestic violence. By 26 March this 

figure had increased to 36% in Paris. In response, the government introduced the possibility 

for female victims to call for help at pharmacies, and mandated the police to be on high alert 

for domestic violence during the lockdown. 

Germany 

Exact figures of how sharply the rate of domestic violence had risen in Germany were not 

yet available as of 2 April 2020, but help organisations commented that it appeared to be 

"Christmas squared", noting that domestic violence normally also peaked during Christmas, 

but that the current situation was far worse. More recent information is that the rate of 

domestic violence has gone down in all parts of Germany or at least has not risen. For 

instance, in Nordrhein-Westphalen, the number of cases of domestic violence in March 2020 

was 28% lower than in March 2018 and 2019. 

India 

India's National Commission for Women (NCW) has seen a more than twofold rise in gender-

based violence during the lockdown in India. Between 23 March and 16 April NCW 

registered 587 domestic violence complaints, a ~45% increase from the previous 25 days. 

Factors compounding the situation include the confinement, financial worries due to the 

lockdown, and lack of access to alcohol. The virus mirrored the pre-existing patriarchal 

notions and magnified the discrimination and pre-existing inequalities. There has also been a 

threefold rise in police apathy towards women complaints, with the police busy with 

lockdown orders. Indian women rights activist Kavita Krishnan said that women told her that 

had the Indian government given a warning about the lockdown, they could have tried 

moving to safer locations in time. The Childline India helpline received more than 92,000 

calls between 20–31 March, the start of India's lockdown, asking for protection from abuse 

and violence. The extended confinement has also trapped children with their abusers at 

home. 

Israel 

ERAN, a nonprofit organization which handles domestic abuse and other calls on its 

telephone hotline and by email, reported a 35.8 percent increase in domestic violence-

related calls between March and May 2020 compared to three months prior. Protests were 

held in Israeli cities in May to bring attention to the murder of five women in a seven-week 

period since the government imposed lockdowns to stop the spread of the virus. When the 



government first called for citizens to stay home in March, women's shelters were reported 

as close to full capacity, both due to new arrivals and to current residents who stayed in the 

shelters because of the pandemic. 

Netherlands 

The Atria Institute on gender equality and women's history stated in late March that "in 

times of crisis – like natural disasters, wars and epidemics – the risk of gender-based 

violence increases," and noted that the National Network Safely Home (Landelijk Netwerk 

Veilig Thuis, LNVT) was wary of a rise in new violent incidents in the Netherlands. The 

Children's Telephone (Kindertelefoon), a Dutch non-profit organisation helping children 

(anonymously) to deal with various problems, reported a 50 percent surge in calls – most of 

them related to domestic and sexual abuse and violence – in the 2 weeks after the 

Netherlands entered into a semi-lockdown in mid-March. 

On 31 March, online help services Sterk Huis and Fier reported a rise in people contacting 

them through chat due in tensions and verbal escalations at home (Fier noted a 20% rise in 

conversations and double the number of domestic violence incidents occurring in March 

compared to January and February 2020); on the other hand, Safely Home had not yet 

registered a significant rise, and the National Police even noted a 12% decline compared to 

the same week in 2019. That same day, however, the Central Netherlands Police region did 

note a rise in domestic quarrels, violence and child abuse incidents due to increased 

tensions in the preceding weeks, and called on people to stay vigilant and always keep 

reporting signals of domestic violence and child abuse. 

New Zealand 

A New Zealand based charity has seen an increase of family based violence such as siblings 

against siblings, grandparents stressed about child care, spousal abuse and teenagers 

fighting with parents. On Good Friday, New Zealand Police reported a 20 percent spike in 

cases on the first Sunday after the lockdown was announced on 29 March, comparative to 

the past three weeks. 

Spain 

Spain's domestic violence helpline noted a 47% increase in calls in the first two weeks of 

April compared to the same period in 2019, while the number of women contacting 

essential support services via email or social media reportedly increased by 700%. However, 

there was a simultaneous sharp drop in domestic violence complaints to the police, which 

officials and activists attributed to the fact that people were strictly required to stay indoors 

except to get food and medicine, meaning that victims were isolated from family and people 

around them who could provide them support to bring a formal complaint in normal 

circumstances. 

Female domestic violence victims advocate Mercè Ordovas said that the strict requirement 

to stay at home prevented them from meeting potential supporters and enabled 

perpetrators to constantly surveil their victims and obstructed them from making calls, while 

lawyer Carmen Valenzuela pointed out that lodging a complaint initiated a complicated legal 



process, with victims having to leave the house and going to the police station and the next 

day to the court while risking exposure to COVID-19 and having to justify why they violated 

the curfew, further complicated by either having to take any children with them or leaving 

them behind with their abuser. 

United Kingdom 

On 28 March Leicestershire Police warned about a rise in domestic violence due to the 

corona crisis, saying that survivors were now facing long-term isolation in their houses with 

their abusers, while health concerns and job losses caused others to experience abuse for 

the first time. On 30 March world champion boxer Billy Joe Saunders had his licence 

suspended by the British Boxing Board of Control after filming and sharing a video that 

promoted domestic violence. In it, he used a punchbag to demonstrate how men could hit 

their female partners for "giving you mouth" during the shutdown. 

Refuge, a charity concerned with domestic violence, said on 6 April that calls to its helpline 

had risen by 25 percent since restrictions began and that hits on its website had increased by 

150 percent. A few days later Refuge reported a 700 percent increase in calls in a single day. 

Additionally, the Respect charity reported a rise of 16.6% in the number of calls concerning 

domestic violence against men. 

United States 

While reporting abuse on the National Domestic Violence Hotline, 951 callers between the 

ages of 10 and 24 March mentioned COVID-19. One caller said that "she was being kept 

home against her will after being threatened by her abuser with a hammer and an 

unregistered gun"; he was reportedly "using the pandemic as an excuse to stop her from 

leaving him". 

Of 22 law enforcement agencies polled by NBC News in early April 2020, 18 stated that they 

had seen a rise of reports in the previous month. Houston saw an increase of 20 percent, 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg saw an 18 percent increase, and Phoenix police saw a jump of 6 

percent. Some places such as New York City have seen a decrease in the number of reported 

incidents, although police believe the severe lockdown and concern about the virus have led 

to some underreporting by the victims. On 11 April 2020, Georgia governor Brian Kemp 

referred to an Atlanta hospital report that noted a "15% increase of domestic violence cases 

in their facilities." Local media, hospitals, police and advocates were unable to verify the 

claim but said that the figure was realistic and would fit in with the anecdotal evidence they 

had been receiving in recent weeks and the increased risk of domestic violence that the 

lockdown situation posed. 

The Marshall Project investigated the situation in three cities – Chicago, Austin and Chandler 

(Arizona) – and found that the number of reported cases of domestic violence had gone 

down in all three. 

Pakistan 

Mental health professionals in Pakistan reported that cases of domestic abuse had risen in 

the country during lockdown. Ministry of Human Rights also set up a National Domestic 



Abuse Helpline. National Disaster Management Authority of Pakistan has set up a dedicated 

"Gender and Child Cell" to deal with domestic abuse cases. 

Russia 

Tracking the number of domestic violence cases and helping those involved has provided 

difficult due to the issue that domestic violence has been decriminalized in the country since 

2017. However, it is believed that through independent research that the countries 

domestic violence hotline has increased by at least one fourth in a month, with other regions 

seeing it grow by more. Some of the few shelters in Russia have closed their doors and are 

not offering services but some have shifted to have a more online user based function. 

Questions a Resolution must answer 
 What impact can social distancing and isolation have on a person’s mental health? 

 What can be done to help people who are affected mentally and psychologically by 

COVID-19 pandemic? 

 What are the likely long-term mental health impacts of COVID-19 going to be? 

 What are people or goverments doing for mental health during the COVID-19 crisis? 

 The association between mental health and domestic violence during the lockdown 

situation 

 How does the COVID-19 affect the family structure? 

 Why there has been a sharp rise in domestic violence since lockdown procedures 

from COVID-19? 

 How are countries dealing with the rise in domestic violence? 

 Measures to deal with domestic violence  

*You should not answer these questions in text. They help you with your research on the 

topics* 

Sources used  
 https://amp.theguardian.com/society/2020/mar/28/lockdowns-world-rise-

domestic-violence 

 https://www.paho.org/en/news/18-8-2020-countries-must-expand-services-cope-

mental-health-effects-covid-19-pandemic-paho 

 https://www.houstonmethodist.org/blog/articles/2020/sep/mental-health-in-2020-

heres-how-to-handle-covid-19/ 

 https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/mental-health-services-are-essential-part-all-

government-responses-covid-19 

 https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-

health-alert/ongoing-support-during-coronavirus-covid-19/looking-after-your-

mental-health-during-coronavirus-covid-19-restrictions 

 https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impact_of_the_COVID-

19_pandemic_on_domestic_violence 

 https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/04/1061052 

 https://www.cbsnews.com/news/domestic-violence-additional-31-million-cases-

worldwide/ 
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THE RIGHT TO FAIR AND EASY ACCESS TO 

EDUCATION DURING PANDEMICS 

Introduction to the topic 
Due to the coronavirus outbreak, there have occurred temporary closures of higher 

education institutions, because most countries have stopped face-to-face teaching. The 

UNESCO IESALC estimates, reflected in the figure below, show that the temporary closure 

affects approximately 23.4 million higher education students and 1.4 million teachers in 

Latin America and the Caribbean; this represents approximately more than 98% of the 

Region’s population of higher education students and teachers. 

The situation is particularly worrying for the higher education students who are more 

vulnerable on account of their more fragile condition. A disruption of their space brought on 

by a crisis such as this one, can exacerbate their fragile condition and force them to drop 

out, thereby yet again, perpetuating a situation of exclusion as a result of the inequity which 

is characteristic of the higher education system. Therefore, Students have had to rearrange 

their daily lives to adjust to a situation of confinement which eventually leads to financial 

costs and burdens. 

To put it in a nutshell, the debate will be based on the negative effects that this global 

pandemic has caused to the education system and the solutions that could possible alleviate 

and restore the problems that this unexpected virus has brought. 

Definition of key terms 

Key Term Definition 

Covid-19 Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is a 

contagious respiratory and vascular disease, 

caused by severe acute respiratory 

syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), 

responsible for the ongoing pandemic.  

Education According to the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights, everyone has the right to be 

educated. Education should be free, at least 

in the elementary and fundamental stages. 

Elementary education shall be compulsory. 

Technical and professional education shall 

be made generally available and higher 

education shall be equally accessible to all 

on the basis of merit. 

Sustainable Development Goals The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

or Global Goals are a collection of 17 

interlinked goals designed to be a "blueprint 

to achieve a better and more sustainable 



future for all". The SDGs, set in 2015 by the 

United Nations General Assembly and 

intended to be achieved by the year 2030, 

are part of a UN Resolution called the 2030 

Agenda or what is colloquially known as 

Agenda 2030. 

Sustainable Development Goal 4 Sustainable Development Goal 4 is about 

quality education and aims to provide 

children and young people with quality and 

easily accessible education plus other 

learning opportunities. 

SAT The SAT is an entrance exam used by most 

colleges and universities to make admissions 

decisions. The purpose of the SAT is to 

measure a high school student's readiness 

for college and provide colleges with one 

common data point that can be used to 

compare all applicants. 

TOEFL The higher-standard TOEFL® test measures 

the ability of non-native English speakers to 

use and understand English as its read, 

written, heard and spoken in the university 

classroom.  

GRE The GRE is a multiple-choice, computer-

based, standardized exam that is often 

required for admission to graduate programs 

and graduate business programs (MBA) 

globally. 

HEIS Universities, colleges, and further education 

institutions offering and delivering higher 

education. Include traditional universities 

and professional-oriented institutions, which 

are called universities of applied sciences or 

polytechnics.  

 

Background information 
As information and communication technologies have kept advancing, online education has 

become more feasible technologically, economically, and operationally. Incentives for 

universities to offer online programs include financial constraints and rewards increase in 

nontraditional students that are working full time, and the advanced state of technology 

making it easy to implement. 



The COVID-19 pandemic has led to the largest disruption of education ever. In mid-July, 

schools were closed in more than 160 countries, affecting over 1 billion students.At least 40 

million children worldwide have missed out on education in their critical pre-school year.  

Learners with disabilities, those in minority or disadvantaged communities, displaced and 

refugee students and those in remote areas are at highest risk of being left behind. 

Even before the COVID-19 pandemic, the world was living a learning crisis. The COVID-19 

pandemic now threatens to make education outcomes even worse. The pandemic has 

already had profound impacts on education by closing schools almost everywhere in the 

planet, in the largest simultaneous shock to all education systems in our lifetimes. The 

damage will become even more severe as the health emergency translates into a deep 

global recession. School closures: As of late April, schools have closed in 180 countries, and 

85% of students worldwide are out of school.Without aggressive policy action, this will have 

immediate costs on both learning and health of children and youth. 

Student dropout will rise, with many students leaving schooling forever, and the higher 

dropout will be concentrated in disadvantaged groups. Learning and development have 

been interrupted and disrupted for millions of students. 

Bloc positions 
Measures that are taken by different states in an international level will be examined below: 

New Zealand 
The New Zealand Parliament, in order to combat the crisis, has decided that the government 

would take control of all schools and universities in the country, a decision intended to 

facilitate urgent decision-making in the face of the emergency four- week closure of these 

institutions. 

United States of America 
The March and May exams for the SAT, the benchmark test for access to many HEIS in the 

United States, administered by the US College Board, have been canceled. 

China+ Asia 
China has canceled the SAT, TOEFL, GRE and GMAT exams taken locally. Other countries, 

mainly in Asia so far, which have postponed their exams for access to higher education China 

with almost 11 million students being affected. 

Ecuador 
In Ecuador, the publication of the allocation of quotas to the different HEIs has been 

suspended for the time being, to prevent students from going to Internet cafes to check 

their results. 

Colombia and Paraguay 
In Colombia and Paraguay, where distance higher education regulations require prior 

accreditation in order to operate, the decision was immediately taken to authorize the 



temporary change of modality during the closure of HEIs, so that the courses can now be 

taught remotely without the need for further administrative procedures. 

Australia 
Australia is taking a different approach. Some 230,000 students there will receive direct aid 

as part of the stimulus package of 40 billion US dollars launched by the federal government. 

These grants will serve to at least partially compensate for the loss of direct income from 

part-time jobs of many students in the country. 

Norway 
In Norway, where part-time jobs are also very common, the government has decided to 

advance transfers to students with loans, but has not forgiven debts nor offered loans at no 

financial cost. 

 

Germany 

The German Council of Rectors has requested the creation of an Emergency Fund for 

students, particularly the 100,000 international students who worked part-time. Transition 

financial support was also requested for all students. 

Chile 
Chile is the only country in the region, now, where financial provisions have been made to 

meet, first of all, the needs of students who have some type of scholarship or financial 

support and who, with the cancellation of face-to-face activities, could find themselves in a 

difficult situation since their benefits hinge on their registration and attendance at the 

corresponding HEI. Secondly, Chile has also redirected public funds already available for 

strengthening state university systems (to the tune of 30,000 million pesos) to promote the 

creation of a state distance education network, at the same time encouraging innovative 

projects by allocating complementary funds representing an additional one third (10,000 

million pesos). 

Argentina 
Meanwhile, Argentina, in line with the provisions adopted in other countries, took the 

decision to enforce paid leave for all HEI staff, initially for fourteen days, a measure which 

also has significant financial implications. 

 

Practically, all countries have produced recommendations and guidelines for HEIs, some 

primarily geared to supporting the transition to a virtual mode, applying pedagogical criteria, 

as in the case of Peru. Chile, however, is the only country which has developed a 

comprehensive national action plan to deal with the consequences of COVID-19 in higher 

education. It presents various lines of action that cover aspects related to technological and 

pedagogical support, including financial assistance, basically with scholarship students in 

mind. In some countries such as Italy, the policy of a general pass has already been adopted, 

considering it a lesser evil.  At the institutional level, Oxford University has also opted for the 

same solution, some countries where there is a federal government system, and where at 



the state level, there are also higher education competencies, in a situation where 

confinement provisions have not entered into force, not much can be done beyond 

establishing a series of recommendations. 

Timeline of the events 

 

 

Questions that a resolution must answer 

 
1. By which means will governmentssucceed in restoring the disorganization caused by 

COVID-19 education? 

2. How can equality in education be achieved? 

3. What measures can be implemented by UN missions with the view to provide help in 

countries that cannot offer sufficient means of education to students? 

4. How can the educational crises be dealt? 

5. What will be needed in order to achieve educational development? 

6. What can institutions do to handle the crisis in education? 

7. How will students from the 3rd world countries able to attend web classes and how 

countries are going to buy the equipment needed to provide students’ knowledge? 

Resources for further research 

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/litigation/committees/diversity-

inclusion/articles/2020/covid-19-coronavirus-equality-education/ 

https://www.oecd.org/education/school/50293148.pdf 

1970 

•The global education system was already widely recognized and institutionalized 

 

1990 
•The global Eucation For All Movement for all is launched. 

2002 
•The Maastrich Global Education Declaration in the Hague, Netherlands 

 2010 
•The Programme for Global Education is established 

2015 
•The global Community commits to quality education and lifelong learning for all 

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/litigation/committees/diversity-inclusion/articles/2020/covid-19-coronavirus-equality-education/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/litigation/committees/diversity-inclusion/articles/2020/covid-19-coronavirus-equality-education/
https://www.oecd.org/education/school/50293148.pdf


https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Disability/COVID-

19_and_The_Rights_of_Persons_with_Disabilities.pdf 

https://www.quebec.ca/en/health/health-issues/a-z/2019-coronavirus/answers-questions-

coronavirus-covid19/questions-answers-education-families-covid-19/ 

https://government.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/education/covid-19-pandemic-

impact-and-strategies-for-education-sector-in-india/75173099 

https://www.suttontrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/COVID-19-and-Social-Mobility-

1.pdf 

https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/online-learning-wake-covid-19/ 

https://www.savethechildren.org/content/dam/usa/reports/ed-cp/save-our-education-

report.pdf 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/education/education-in-the-time-of-covid-19-

how-institutions-and-students-are-coping-120043001575_1.html 

Resources used 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coronavirus_disease_2019 

https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/key-messages-and-actions-for-

covid-19-prevention-and-control-in-schools-march-

2020.pdf?sfvrsn=baf81d52_4#:~:text='CO'%20stands%20for,types%20of%20common%20col

d. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/about-COVID-19.html 

https://infed.org/mobi/what-is-education-a-definition-and-discussion/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education 

https://blog.hotmart.com/en/what-is-education/ 

https://www.quora.com/What-is-education-2 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1097198X.2018.1542262?src=recsys 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01587919.2018.1429213 

https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/future-education-here 

https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/JME-04-2020-0027/full/html 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/33696/148198.pdf?sequen

ce=4&isAllowed=y 

https://www.epi.org/publication/the-consequences-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-for-

education-performance-and-equity-in-the-united-states-what-can-we-learn-from-pre-

pandemic-research-to-inform-relief-recovery-and-rebuilding/ 

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Disability/COVID-19_and_The_Rights_of_Persons_with_Disabilities.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Disability/COVID-19_and_The_Rights_of_Persons_with_Disabilities.pdf
https://www.quebec.ca/en/health/health-issues/a-z/2019-coronavirus/answers-questions-coronavirus-covid19/questions-answers-education-families-covid-19/
https://www.quebec.ca/en/health/health-issues/a-z/2019-coronavirus/answers-questions-coronavirus-covid19/questions-answers-education-families-covid-19/
https://government.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/education/covid-19-pandemic-impact-and-strategies-for-education-sector-in-india/75173099
https://government.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/education/covid-19-pandemic-impact-and-strategies-for-education-sector-in-india/75173099
https://www.suttontrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/COVID-19-and-Social-Mobility-1.pdf
https://www.suttontrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/COVID-19-and-Social-Mobility-1.pdf
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/online-learning-wake-covid-19/
https://www.savethechildren.org/content/dam/usa/reports/ed-cp/save-our-education-report.pdf
https://www.savethechildren.org/content/dam/usa/reports/ed-cp/save-our-education-report.pdf
https://www.business-standard.com/article/education/education-in-the-time-of-covid-19-how-institutions-and-students-are-coping-120043001575_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/education/education-in-the-time-of-covid-19-how-institutions-and-students-are-coping-120043001575_1.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coronavirus_disease_2019
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/key-messages-and-actions-for-covid-19-prevention-and-control-in-schools-march-2020.pdf?sfvrsn=baf81d52_4#:~:text='CO'%20stands%20for,types%20of%20common%20cold
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/key-messages-and-actions-for-covid-19-prevention-and-control-in-schools-march-2020.pdf?sfvrsn=baf81d52_4#:~:text='CO'%20stands%20for,types%20of%20common%20cold
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/key-messages-and-actions-for-covid-19-prevention-and-control-in-schools-march-2020.pdf?sfvrsn=baf81d52_4#:~:text='CO'%20stands%20for,types%20of%20common%20cold
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/key-messages-and-actions-for-covid-19-prevention-and-control-in-schools-march-2020.pdf?sfvrsn=baf81d52_4#:~:text='CO'%20stands%20for,types%20of%20common%20cold
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cdcresponse/about-COVID-19.html
https://infed.org/mobi/what-is-education-a-definition-and-discussion/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education
https://blog.hotmart.com/en/what-is-education/
https://www.quora.com/What-is-education-2
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1097198X.2018.1542262?src=recsys
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01587919.2018.1429213
https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/future-education-here
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/JME-04-2020-0027/full/html
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/33696/148198.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/33696/148198.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y
https://www.epi.org/publication/the-consequences-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-for-education-performance-and-equity-in-the-united-states-what-can-we-learn-from-pre-pandemic-research-to-inform-relief-recovery-and-rebuilding/
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https://www.epi.org/publication/the-consequences-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-for-education-performance-and-equity-in-the-united-states-what-can-we-learn-from-pre-pandemic-research-to-inform-relief-recovery-and-rebuilding/


https://www.timeshighereducation.com/blog/universities-are-failing-their-students-during-

coronavirus-outbreak 

https://www.princetonreview.com/college/sat-information 

https://www.toeflgoanywhere.org/what-is-toefl 

https://www.kaptest.com/gre/what-is-the-gre 

https://www.igi-global.com/dictionary/information-system-projects-for-higher-education-

management/13099 

https://en.unesco.org/themes/education2030-sdg4/timeline 

https://blogs.uoregon.edu/shuof13gateway/timeline/ 

http://www.thinkglobalteachlocal.com/global-education-initiatives-timeline.html# 
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