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Introduction to the delegates 
 

Dear delegates of the Specpol Committee, first of all I would like to welcome you all to the 

MSKMUN2021 Web Edition. My name is Vasilis Spartsis and I am one of the two chairs of 

Specpol Committee. I am 16 years old and I come from Greece. Currently, I am attending the 1st 

High School of Kesariani and my passion is learning foreign languages. I am fluent in English, 

French and German. 

My first MUN experience was 2 years ago on MSKMUN2019 as a delegate of the Ecosoc 

Committee. I loved the debating procedure and became really passionate about it. I met my 

chairs, made friends and became a skilled delegate which motivated me to take part at 

MSKMUN2020 of Kifissia International. Because of the procedure and the communication I had 

with delegates from all around the world, I decided to apply as a chair. MUN offered me many 

experiences, memories and friends. It helped me enhance my diplomacy skills and be more 

social. My biggest hope is to see our delegates this year be as enthusiastic and excited as I was 

on the first of the conference. For further information you can contact me via email: 

billisspa@gmail.com                                                                                                

 

My name is Eirini Kotroutsou and I’m 18 years old. I live in Keratea of Attica, in the suburbs of 

Athens. I'm studying law at the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens. In the following 

years, I'm planning to move abroad and conduct my postgraduate degree in political science or 

finance. I’m “addicted “to politics and keen on everything that affects our life and has an impact 

on the progress of humanity and culture. I love reading philosophy (Nietzsche, Aristotle) and 

going to the theater.  

My MUN journey started in the first grade of high school and since then is something I truly 

love. My chair inspired me to follow his steps and made me believe that one person is enough to 

maintain a friendly atmosphere during the conference.  I love teamwork, Ι can work under 

pressure and I will do everything to improve debate. I can't wait to meet you in our conference 

and help you improve your skills! Trust me!      

Don't hesitate to contact me via email: eirinikotroutsou@gmail.com 
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Topic 1: Implementing common strategies between the 

Member States concerning global crisis 

Summary of the topic 
Poverty, malnutrition, deaths, diseases, terrorism and conflict are the main reasons of global 

crisis demanding measures to be taken, alliances among countries to be made to help each 

other and awareness to be raised from the entire world. States and governments during a crisis 

are concerned about many sectors such as but not limited to health and trade. They are looking 

into ways to diminish the problem and the downgrade of the human evolution even if it is on 

maintaining a stable workplace and market, discovering new medicines for an epidemic, 

creating a ceasefire to stop a war or a conflict between two countries or more. 

Definition of key terms 
Term Definition 

Global Crisis A global crisis is a situation in which one or 

more very serious problems affect all parts 

of the world 

Misinformation False or inaccurate information, especially 

that which is deliberately intended to 

deceive.                                                                  

Financial stability Financial stability is defined in terms of its 

ability to facilitate and enhance economic 

processes, manage risks, and absorb shocks. 

Moreover, financial stability is considered a 

continuum: changeable over time and 

consistent with multiple combinations of 

the constituent elements of finance. 

Pandemic A pandemic is a rampant epidemic occurring 

on a scale that crosses international 

boundaries, usually affecting people on a 

worldwide scale. A disease or condition is 

not a pandemic merely because it is 

widespread or kills many people; it must 

also be infectious. For instance, cancer is 

responsible for many deaths but is not 

considered a pandemic because the disease 

is neither infectious nor contagious 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/crisis
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/serious


Lockdown A state of isolation or restricted access 

instituted as a security measure   

Profit loss Profit is the financial gain from business 

activity minus expenses 

Sector a designated area or portion that is distinct 

from others                                    

Marketplace A marketplace is a platform where vendors 

can come together to sell their products or 

services to a curated customer base 

State a nation or territory considered as an 

organized political community under one 

government                                                                                                                                     

Unemployment rate The unemployment rate is the percent of 

the labor force that is jobless. It is a lagging 

indicator, meaning that it generally rises or 

falls in the wake of changing economic 

conditions, rather than anticipating them. 

International Rescue Committee (IRC) The International Rescue 

Committee responds to the world's worst 

humanitarian crises, helping to restore 

health, safety, education, economic 

wellbeing and power to people devastated 

by conflict and disaster 

Central African Republic (CAR) Country in central Africa, north 

of Democratic Republic of the Congo & 

Republic of the Congo 

   

Background Information 
A global crisis describes a difficult time situation for the trademark, the labor and the economic 

section but at the same time it affects people’s behavior, physical and mental health stability 

and creates financial problems that have an impact on their lives. During such a crisis all the 

countries should be supporting each other and also the State, the government, the 

entrepreneurship and many other country carriers should try to keep people safe and healthy 

while coping with any global problem that has created money loss, deaths and instability in 

many sectors that help people evolve and sustain a balance on their society. Such major 

problem is very common during the past centuries because people were always trying to evolve 

but no one was ever creating defenses that are needed in case of a crisis. The results were 



devastating even if it was an economic crisis or a pandemic and the reason for all that was that 

the right measures for such a situation had never been taken. When the crisis finally emerges it 

is not too late to fix and repair all the loss and the destruction by stable, decisive and methodical 

measures. Regarding the aspect of the emerging problems during a crisis we should not forget 

that unemployment, economic insecurities, riots and suicides can take place. State has also the 

obligation to take measures and ensure drastically the safety and sanity of people. 

On a cool summer morning, ten years ago, the world’s end began. Or so it seemed when 

subprime funds were frozen on the 9th of August 2007. The credit crunch sent a chill down 

investors’ spines, which spread into the entire world economy. What came to be known as the 

Global Financial Crisis is no cause for celebration. It cost jobs, destroyed wealth, and shattered 

trust. 

A decade later, economic recovery finally begins to gather steam. What will we carry with us? 

Even during the bleakest hours of the GFC, there’s been much that world leaders have done 

well. At the same time, there’s much to be done to ensure the current upward trajectory and 

prepare for future shocks. These always come, eventually. 

Three things the world has done well  

1. World leaders managed to sit together and act with unity: the G20 set a precedent for 

emergency coordination of monetary and fiscal responses to the crisis and this unity and 

common purpose was a critical building block. Starting with the London Summit in 2009, the US 

set the tone with a $1.1 trillion stimulus to help avert the threat of global depression. World 

leaders did their utmost to give a global response to a global crisis, to keep each other appraised 

of developments and, importantly, spoke with one unified voice. This also laid the foundations 

for strengthened cooperation to help prevent future crises. At the same time, international 

gatekeepers such as the IMF were revived and repurposed to provide an invaluable financial 

safety net with members increasing its emergency lending capacity while reforming its 

governance structures. 

2. Global financial regulation was strengthened: important macro-prudential and supervisory 

changes were adopted during this period. Firstly, capital requirements were established 

ensuring that a minimum common equity Tier 1 (CET1) ratio of 4.5% must be maintained at all 

times by banks. Secondly, an increased leverage ratio of over 3% was ushered in. Thirdly, 

liquidity requirements were increased. Basel III and Solvency II, as well as the EU Single 

Resolution Mechanism, were inherited from this new regulation paradigm. As a result, bank 

activity is now much less risky and more secure for consumers. In the US, the Volcker Rule 

against speculative investments and the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer 

Protection Act secured the backdrop for the financial sector to play its critical facilitating role 

during the recovery. 

3. The world learned to stretch its thinking: stress tests were generalized and standardized 

during this period and financial sector communication was more rigorously scrutinized to deliver 



essential transparency. Endogenous and contagion risks were also looked at in detail. This was 

exemplified in the ‘too big to fail’ reforms, which identified systematically important financial 

institutions (SIFIs) and imposed on them higher capital adequacy requirements, more intense 

supervision and better tools for resolution, including the establishment of the Financial Stability 

Board in Basel.  

Three things the world still needs to achieve 

1. The world needs to revive preventive multilateralism: it appears that world leaders only meet 

and truly make progress in times of crisis. The G20 has, arguably, lost some of its luster in recent 

years while risks have increased. From the major debt overhang to experimental monetary 

policy, to political risk and protectionism, including financial protectionism, the world must 

address looming challenges proactively to avoid further divergence. Multilateral bodies must 

advance policy coordination, avoid half-baked reforms such as the generalization of resolution 

mechanisms that protect taxpayers, a so-called “bail-in”, and continue to promote responsible 

use of, and access to, finance, while standing ready and prepared for the next crisis. 

2. We must improve regulation, together: the recovery in the banking system has been unequal. 

Some banks remain undercapitalized while non-performing loans plague the balance sheets in 

southern Europe, for example. In addition, asset ring-fencing has increased the linkage between 

banks and governments. In the US, financial regulation may be overhauled at a time of 

unprecedented liquidity, creating new financial risks. Indeed, an asymmetric regulation nudge 

could create unnecessary competition, excessive speculation and moral-hazard type behaviors. 

Regulatory blind spots are many - for example, shadow banking, especially in emerging markets 

and unfunded liabilities in state pension funds - while excessive regulation has also fueled the 

savings glut and hindered investment growth. 

3. Behaviors must change: financial stress is evident everywhere, from household debt levels to 

the sovereign bond markets, to bubbling asset classes. As a result, complexity and over-

engineering can give a false sense of security. There will always be unknown unknowns. 

Simplicity, critical thinking and in part, self-regulation should complement an often late in 

nature regulatory change. 

The International Rescue Committee’s COVID-19 response is grounded in decades of experience 

responding to complex health emergencies and disease outbreaks, including Ebola in West 

Africa and the Democratic Republic of Congo and cholera in Yemen, as well as our global 

technical expertise in health, education, protection and economic wellbeing in humanitarian 

settings. 

The Global Crisis of COVID-19: 

 The nearly 80 million refugees and displaced people around the world now face an 

unimaginable double emergency: conflict and displacement, alongside COVID-19 and the global 

economic crisis it has generated. 



 COVID-19 has overwhelmed health systems around the globe and threatens greater 

devastation as it spreads to fragile and crisis-affected countries. There is a great need to act 

quickly and mount a robust response while COVID-19 is still in the early stages in these settings. 

The pandemic is a global threat requiring a global response, but the International Rescue 

Committee (IRC) understands that the steps to contain it need to be designed locally to mitigate 

suffering globally. 

In the face of an unprecedented threat, governments understandably have followed the models 

of those countries hit first by COVID-19. Many have swiftly adopted measures like lockdowns 

and strict travel restrictions. But a one-size-fits-all model does not work. This is especially true in 

humanitarian settings, which face a “double emergency”: the direct health impact from COVID-

19 and its secondary devastation to fragile economic, security and political environments. 

In humanitarian contexts, living conditions in developing countries make social distancing nearly 

impossible. Most people cannot work from home, and governments are unable to provide 

sufficient relief packages or social safety nets. Sweeping mitigation measures like those 

undertaken in Italy or the United States are difficult to implement but could cause longer-term 

and more widespread harm than the disease itself. Already, international and domestic 

restrictions have slowed the transportation of COVID-19 equipment, halted vaccination 

campaigns, disrupted supply chains of treatment for malnourished children, and prevented 

medical staff from being deployed in countries with weaker health systems 

  The International Health Regulations (IHR) are a mechanism for the sharing of epidemiological 

information on the transboundary spread of infectious diseases. Their purpose is to ensure 

maximum security against the international spread of diseases with a minimum interference 

with world trade and travel. The IHR contain provisions for the application of non-urgent public 

health measures to international travelers, conveyances and goods, and require countries to 

report three infectious diseases when they occur in humans: cholera, plague and yellow fever. 

To achieve this purpose, the present IHR oblige WHO Member States to notify WHO of cholera, 

plague and yellow fever outbreaks in their territories, list the maximum measures applicable 

during such outbreaks, and set out health-related rules for international trade and travel. 

Requirements are included for health and vaccination certificates for travelers from infected to 

non-infected areas, derating, disinfecting and disinfecting of ships and aircraft as well as 

detailed health measures at airports and seaports in the territories of WHO Member States. The 

rationale for listing the maximum measures permissible is simple: if a template is not given for 

protective measures to be taken by other countries in an outbreak situation, then there is great 

risk of overreaction, which could be damaging to the affected country. Trade, travel and tourism 

might well suffer, with economic consequences that extend far beyond the measures necessary 

from a public health point of view. Because of extensive globalization in travel and trade, 

countries are concerned that diseases from other parts of the world could be imported. 

Potentially damaging travel and trade embargoes, not within the purview of the IHR, are thus 

often imposed, sometimes based solely on a perceived risk of disease importation. This 

overreaction on the part of contiguous neighbours, trading partners and other countries can 



sometimes take on global proportions, as happened during the plague outbreak in India in 1994. 

An estimated US$ 1.7 billion was lost by India, and other countries spent millions of dollars in 

unnecessary “countermeasures” before the event could be put into proper public health focus. 

Public health emergencies require a measured and evidence-based response from a credible 

third party, and under its United Nations constitution WHO is well placed to perform this 

function. The Regulations are the only legally binding global tool for public health, and enable 

WHO, in direct collaboration with its Member States, to address public health emergencies of 

international concern. 

  



Bloc Positions 
As mentioned, during global crises all Member States should unite and find common ground. 

However, here a list of countries is presented that face their own crisis. The crises that they face 

— which largely include armed conflict, disease epidemics, and natural disasters — have 

changed little since last year, highlighting the "protracted nature of many of these crises and 

collective failure of the international community to resolve their root causes," the IRC said. 

Central African Republic 

A mainly-Muslim coalition of armed groups known as Seleka took over the CAR's capital in 2013, 

and the country has seen thousands killed amid fighting between Christian militias ever since. 

The government and 14 armed groups signed a peace deal in February 2019, but that has only 

been partially observed and conflict continues, the IRC said. More than one in four of the 

country's population have been forced from their homes, leaving 600,000 people internally 

displaced and 600,000 more fleeing to neighboring countries like Cameroon, the Democratic 

Republic of Congo (DRC), and Chad, according to UN statistics. The country is also susceptible to 

bad flooding, and people are at risk of food insecurity and contracting the Ebola virus from the 

neighboring DRC. 

Somalia  

Somalia has witnessed persistent conflict since the 1990s, leaving large parts of the population 

internally displaced or having fled to neighboring countries. Drought in the Horn of Africa region 

has driven displacements and left the population facing the risk of having no more food. The 

country also faces violence from groups including al-Shabab, which has ties to Al Qaeda, and 

local ISIS affiliates. In early January, three Americans — one service member and two 

Department of Defense contractors — were killed in an al-Shabab attack at an airfield in Kenya. 

Burkina Faso  

Humanitarian threats have grown dramatically in the past year in Burkina Faso, which is home to 

armed conflict carried out by groups associated with Al Qaeda and ISIS. Those armed groups 

have also forcibly displaced and called on civilians to join their movements, said the IRC, which 

has staff on the ground. The number of internally-displaced people ballooned from under 9,000 

at the start of 2018, to 47,000 at the start of 2019, to 56,000 at the end of 2019, the IRC said. 

The violence has also forced almost 2,000 schools and 91 healthcare facilities to shut, leaving 

270,000 children without formal education and more than 1.2 million people without access to 

healthcare, the IRC reported. In 2018 the country was named one of the poorest countries in the 

world by the International Monetary Fund, which noted that the average person there lives on 

less than $1,000 a year. 

South Sudan 

Civilian violence has afflicted South Sudan since 2013, two years after its establishment, which 

itself came after a decades-long civil war in Sudan. The fighting since 2013 has produced 2.2 



million refugees and 1.5 million internally-displaced people, according to the UN. The risk of 

food insecurity runs high, which is compounded by corruption and risks of drought and storms. 

Heavy seasonal flooding in 2019 also led to increased numbers of people suffering from health 

issues like malaria and diarrhea, the UN said. Every other child can be sick with fever or malaria, 

and one in four children can have diarrhea at any one point in time, the UN reported. Access to 

South Sudan is also difficult due to conflict and bureaucratic roadblocks from the government 

and armed groups, the IRC said. Dozens of humanitarian workers have also been killed since 

2012, it added. South Sudan was also featured in the IRC's 2019 watchlist, in an indication of 

how little has changed in the country over the past year. 

Afghanistan 

Afghanistan still faces political instability after the 2001 US-led invasion, which is still ongoing 

and has cost American taxpayers $1 trillion. Clashes between armed groups, including the 

Taliban and ISIS, continue with the government. The conflict has produced nearly almost 2.5 

million refugees outside the country, according to the UN. The country continues to face risks of 

drought, landslides, and seismic activity, which are exacerbated by poor infrastructure. The IRC 

also highlighted the high risk of terrorism and human-rights violations. The US has engaged in 

peace talks with the Taliban, which stopped and started in 2019. President Donald Trump has 

pledged to remove the US from "forever wars" like Afghanistan, but has not delivered on the 

promise so far. Confidential documents obtained by The Washington Post, published early 

December, showed that US officials have "constantly" misled the American public about the 

war, struggled to define their mission, and do not have a sufficient understanding of 

Afghanistan. 

Venezuela 

Venezuela's socialist president Nicolás Maduro has presided over an economic crisis that has 

seen hyperinflation hit 10,000,000%, food and medicine shortages, and a continuing exodus of 

people. The ongoing crisis left has 94% of households in poverty and 90% of hospitals reporting 

a shortage of supplies, according to the US State Department's 2018 statistics. Some 7 million 

people — or about one in four of the population — are also in need of humanitarian assistance, 

the UN said. Photos from the region, published by Business Insider last year, also showed 

leaking sewer pipes, rotting meat in fridges, and a Happy Meal costing more than a year's salary. 

The government has also put up restrictions for humanitarian groups and some imports entering 

the country. It also imposes internet blackouts as a way to stifle dissent. Some 4.6 million other 

Venezuelans have fled the country as of November 2019, and the number is rising, the IRC said. 

Many of them have gone to neighboring countries like Colombia and Brazil, which have in turn 

tightened their borders. 

Syria 

The Syrian civil war has raged on since 2013, with multiple world powers using the country as a 

battleground for their proxy wars. The constant fighting and airstrikes have damaged a huge 



amount of civilian infrastructure, leaving less than half of the country's health facilities 

remaining fully functional, and more than one in three schools damaged, the UN said in March 

2019. The conflict has also produced more than 6 million internally-displaced people and 5.7 

million refugees, making this the biggest refugee crisis in the world, the IRC said. At the same 

time, Turkey and multiple European countries have shut their doors on these migrants. Fighting 

between President Bashar al-Assad's forces, political rebels, and other parties remains intense. 

Hundreds of wives and children of ISIS militants are stuck in refugee camps in the country's 

northeast with no government willing to take them. In October 2019, President Donald Trump 

controversially announced the withdrawal of 1,000 US troops from northern Syria. This paved 

the way for Turkey to invade and fight the Kurdish-led People's Protection Units (YPG) — which 

fought ISIS alongside the US in Syria — and hundreds of ISIS prisoners to escape. 

Democratic Republic of Congo 

The eastern DRC is home to more than 100 armed groups and is grappling with an ongoing Ebola 

and measles outbreak. The armed conflict and health crises are a result of decades of under-

development and weak infrastructure. The population is also largely reliant on subsistence 

farming, making it vulnerable to natural disasters and conflicts, the IRC said. Nearly 16 million 

Congolese are in need of humanitarian assistance, and some 5 million people in the country are 

internally displaced — making the country home to the largest internally-displaced population in 

Africa. 

Yemen 

A deadly civil war, supported by a Saudi-led coalition, has been raging on in Yemen since 2015 

with no end in sight. Civilians struggle with frequent air strikes and attacks on basic 

infrastructure like hospitals, schools, and sanitation systems. Many ports have been closed off, 

making the import-dependent country in dire need of food, fuel, and medicine. Since 2015, 

around 250,000 people have died due to the war, with 100,000 directly because of the fighting 

and the rest indirectly due to problems like the lack of food and health, the IRC said. The country 

has also battled a cholera endemic for the past three years. More than 24 million Yemenis — or 

80% of the population — are also in need of humanitarian assistance, the UN's humanitarian 

office said. Though the warring parties agreed in December 2018 to address the spiraling 

humanitarian crisis, progress has still been slow. The Yemeni government signed a power-

sharing agreement with separatists in November 2019 — creating a force that could fight the 

Iranian-backed Houthi rebels — but the IRC warns that there could be renewed hostilities if this 

agreement breaks down. 

Looking ahead to November, CrisisWatch warns of seven conflict risks. 

In West Africa, election-related violence in Côte d’Ivoire and Guinea is likely to escalate and 

could take an increasingly ethnic turn. 



A feud between Ethiopia’s federal government and Tigray region reached a breaking point and 

could turn violent as Addis Ababa is set to redirect federal funding away from Tigray’s executive 

on 4 November. 

In Yemen’s north, the Huthis’ military campaign could escalate in Marib, the government’s last 

stronghold, and further advances toward Hodeida port could put in jeopardy the 2018 ceasefire 

agreement.  

War between Armenia and Azerbaijan over Nagorno-Karabakh – which killed hundreds on both 

sides and displaced tens of thousands in October – could further intensify and spread. 

The Iran–Saudi Arabia proxy conflict, sometimes also referred to as the Middle Eastern Cold War 

is the ongoing struggle for influence in the Middle East and surrounding regions between the 

Islamic Republic of Iran and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The two countries have provided 

varying degrees of support to opposing sides in nearby conflicts, including the civil wars in Syria 

and Yemen. The rivalry also extends to disputes in Bahrain, Lebanon, Qatar, Pakistan, 

Afghanistan, Nigeria and Morocco,]as well as broader competition in North and East Africa, 

parts of South Asia, Central Asia, and the Caucasus.  

In the Greater Horn of Africa, the double threat of COVID-19 and desert locusts has had an 

unprecedented impact on the economy of the countries, making already vulnerable populations 

at a greater risk of food insecurity. In addition, restriction measures related to COVID-19 have 

been particularly harmful to local economies and have hampered the response to the locust 

infestation. Today there are a reported 8.5 million people in acute food crisis in Ethiopia, 6.48 

million in South Sudan, 2.1 million in Somalia and 985 000 in Kenya. Levels of hunger range from 

serious to alarming in the area. 



Timeline of events 

 

Questions that a resolution must answer 
 During a global crisis like Krach what can banks, businesses and the marketplace do to 

prevent profit loss? 

 What can individuals do to keep safe and sane during a global crisis? 

 What can human health organizations and the governments do in order to prevent 
mental health problems?  

 In which way can the Member States help keeping their trade and labor sectors stable? 

 How can countries help and support each other during a global crisis? 

 What measures should the government take to protect its citizens against riots and 
destructions created by hostility of other people? 

 By what means can the State prevent misinformation keep people accurately informed? 

1929-1939 

• Great Depression; It was the worst financial and economic disaster of the 20th century. Many believe that the Great Depression was triggered by the Wall 
Street crash of 1929 and later exacerbated by the poor policy decisions of the U.S. government. The Depression lasted almost 10 years and resulted in 
massive loss of income, record unemployment rates, and output loss, especially in industrialized nations. In the United States the unemployment rate hit 
almost 25 percent at the peak of the crisis in 1933. 

1973 

• OPEC Oil Price Shock; The OPEC Oil Price Shock of 1973 began when OPEC (Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries) member countries—
primarily consisting of Arab nations—decided to retaliate against the United States in response to its sending arms supplies to Israel during the Fourth 
Arab–Israeli War. OPEC countries declared an oil embargo, abruptly halting oil exports to the United States and its allies. This caused major oil shortages 
and a severe spike in oil prices and led to an economic crisis in the U.S. and many other developed countries. 

1997 

• Asian Crisis; The Asian Crisis of 1997 originated in Thailand in 1997 and quickly spread to the rest of East Asia and its trading partners. Speculative capital 
flows from developed countries to the East Asian economies of Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong, and South Korea (known then as the 
“Asian tigers”) had triggered an era of optimism that resulted in an overextension of credit and too much debt accumulation in those economies.  

2007-2009 

• The Financial Crisis sparked the Great Recession, the most-severe financial crisis since the Great Depression, and it wreaked havoc in financial markets 
around the world. Triggered by the collapse of the housing bubble in the U.S., the crisis resulted in the collapse of Lehman Brothers (one of the biggest 
investment banks in the world), brought many key financial institutions and businesses to the brink of collapse, and required government bailouts of 
unprecedented proportions. It took almost a decade for things to return to normal, wiping away millions of jobs and billions of dollars of income along the 
way. 

2011 

• European Debt Crisis; 

• Japanese Earthquake & Tsunami 

2018 

• Rift Valley fever; outbreaks occurred in Kenya and Uganda 

• Prolonged drought; up to 6 out of the past 7 seasons failed in parts of East Africa, affecting more than 20 million people 

2019 

• Venezuela faces a rapidly escalating humanitarian crisis rooted in political and economic turmoil: 4.6 million Venezuelans have fled the country as of 
November 2019; an estimated 5,000 continue to leave daily. Nearly a quarter of the population within Venezuela requires humanitarian assistance; 94 
percent of households live in poverty and 80 percent of the population face some level of food insecurity. Hyperinflation is driving severe shortages of food, 
medicine and clean water  

2020 

• The COVID-19 pandemic, also known as the coronavirus pandemic, is an ongoing pandemic of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute 
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). The outbreak was declared a Public Health Emergency of International Concern in January 2020 and a 
pandemic in March 2020. As of 18 October 2020, more than 39.6 million cases have been confirmed, with more than 1.1 million deaths attributed to 
COVID-19 



 What measures can be taken by the government in order to prevent people’s fear and 
disobedience to the protection measures? 

 In case of a lockdown, for example the case of Covid-19 disease, what measures should 
the governments and the businesses take in order to keep a balance of unemployment 
rates? 

 During a pandemic what should be done in order to reduce deaths and improve health 
sectors such as hospitals (their equipment and facilities)? 

Resources for further research 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/COVID-19_recession 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economic_impact_of_the_COVID-19_pandemic 

https://www.britannica.com/list/5-of-the-worlds-most-devastating-financial-crises 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Financial_crisis_of_2007%E2%80%932008 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Recession 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2020_stock_market_crash 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_recession  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Depression 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wall_Street_Crash_of_1929 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Depression_of_1920%E2%80%931921 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1973_oil_crisis                             

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1979_oil_crisis 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_1980s_recession 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_debt_crisis 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2020_stock_market_crash#Black_Thursday_(12_March) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2020_stock_market_crash 

Sources used 
https://www.rescue.org/article/top-10-crises-world-should-be-watching-2020             

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukrainian_crisishttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qatar_diplomatic_c

risis https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_11_attacks 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_government-debt_crisis 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran%E2%80%93Saudi_Arabia_proxy_conflict 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/COVID-19_pandemic 
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Topic 2: The limitation and control of inaccurate information 

during emergency situations 

Summary of the topic                                                                                       

  Fake news as a phenomenon is not new and has been known since ancient times, but the 

present-day proliferation of digital and social media platforms, which allow for much broader 

distribution of information to a global audience, makes the need to counter fake news much 

more acute. Although there are significant benefits of using social media to release timely news 

and updates, the unmoderated nature of many sites can create a rumor mill among users. 

Rumors, misinformation and false information on social media proliferate before, during and 

after disasters and emergencies. When false information is maliciously or mistakenly spread on 

social media sites it can result in millions of misinformed users. Over the last decade, there has 

been an overwhelming amount of cases where false news spreads during crisis events, such as 

natural disasters and terrorist attacks. This misinformation proves to be very dangerous during 

these menacing situations, as the integrity and accuracy of emergency communications is of the 

utmost importance. The spread of “fake news” during a disaster can cause confusion and pose a 

threat to public safety. Given that emergency communications are often needed for affected 

populations to make informed decisions regarding planning and evacuation, it is vital that 

misinformation is controlled in an effective and efficient manner.                                                                                                                                       

  Governments around the world are grappling with how to tackle false information and violent 

or extremist content online and on social media. By dispelling rumors, fake news, and messages 

of hate and division, the United Nations is working to spread accurate information and 

messages of hope and solidarity. 

 

Definition of key terms 

Term Definition 

Disinformation  false information, which is intended to 

mislead, especially propaganda issued by a 

government organization to a rival power or 

the media. 

Emergency a situation that poses an immediate risk to 

health, life, property, or environment 

Fake news untrue information presented as news. He 

prevalence of fake news has increased with 

the rise of social media. Political 

polarization, post-truth politics, 



confirmation bias, and social media 

algorithms have been implicated in the 

spread of fake news. The use of 

anonymously hosted fake news websites 

has made it difficult to prosecute sources of 

fake news for libel. 

Misinformation false or inaccurate information, especially 

that which is deliberately intended to 

deceive. 

 

 

Background Information 

 Social media platforms have allowed individuals and organizations to share information with 

their peers and specific audiences for more than twenty years. Information typically is shared 

with good intent; however, some people post on social media to further an ulterior agenda. 

Their posts may include rumors, false information and misinformation (e.g., deception, 

propaganda and malicious spamming) One of the biggest challenges public safety agencies and 

organizations face is how to reduce or eliminate the spread of false information, especially as 

public demands for a response from these authorities increases. Social media can distribute 

news faster and to a wider audience than traditional news sources. However, that also means 

the potential for misinformation, false information and rumors to spread and go viral is high. A 

factor that may impede first responders’ ability to mitigate and minimize the spread of 

misinformation, rumors and false information is the decreasing public trust in government, 

media and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs).                                          In our recent events, 

in this case the Covid-19 crisis, the cases are legion. In Iran, for example, some people have seen 

alcohol (which is banned in that country) as an effective remedy against this virus. It has been 

possible to buy adulterated drinks illegally, unfortunately killing dozens of people. Beyond the 

health risks, fake news can destabilize the functioning of entire states in a short period of time. 

Just look at the shortages in stores, resulting from the emission of certain anxiety-provoking 

messages, often unfounded. We need to get used to this idea: the fight against fake news is 

becoming a matter of public security. 

  In times of crisis, structures and authorities are vulnerable. They may be alert and, on the 

lookout, but their means remain limited – even more so when it comes to information. Indeed, 

the suddenness of certain disasters or scandals means that content and messages must be 

disseminated, in multi-channels, over a wide range and in a sometimes noticeably short 

timeframe. This underpins a great deal of coordination capacity. However, no State has an 

identified Chief Digital Officer or e-Ambassador, as may be the case in a company. The agility of 

the response is not guaranteed, because the multi-layered administration acts as a brake in the 

event of immediate crises. Fortunately, response capabilities are subject to a learning curve, if 



one can learn from each sequence, scenarios can be continually adjusted, and technology can be 

mastered. 

  The technological tool makes it possible to monitor and verify information at the state level. It 

understands the reality of suspicious information, so that they can quickly compensate for it 

with secure content. Having the right tools can help to get closer to the giants of the Web. 

Although their relationship is not intuitive and may have been marred by tax disputes, they have 

finally become subject to standards, the spread of fake news on these spaces being a danger for 

both sides. Partnerships between governments and social networks should soon be created to 

certify and promote on these platforms’ reliable information, issued or approved by public 

authorities. 

  At the country level, new and effective initiatives are being put in place, such as in west Africa, 

where the presidency of Senegal has set up the hashtag #stopfakenews to flush out fake news 

circulating on social networks in the country. The identification and correction of fake news 

propagated online are carried out in a participatory manner between the presidency and 

Senegalese internet users. 

  But there are two main problems concerning the efforts that are being made in order to stop 

fake news. First, the risk of censorship. While twitter was able to ‘’rightly’’ delete two tweets 

from Brazilian president Bolsonaro challenging the effectiveness of containment, assessing the 

truth at the highest level is not always easy. And the risk is never far from eliminating minority 

or dissenting opinions from the web, or at least to make them lose audience and speed. Second, 

the limits of the judicial arsenal. On social networks, as in the cyber field more generally, the 

principle of in attribution reigns supreme. Given the anonymity of users, it is difficult to 

prosecute. In the same way that a pitcher could legitimately plead simple ignorance, knowing 

that his freedom of expression remains a principle.                                                                                          

  However, we must find a solution to stop fake news but in the same time we must find a way 

to encourage the promotion of diversity and plurality in media. 

 

Bloc Positions                                                                                                     

  Among the countries, there is no common position regarding the definition of “fake news” and 

its scope. The UK government attempts to avoid use of the term altogether, instead using the 

words “disinformation” and “misinformation.” Countries with established anti-fake news laws 

have more elaborate terminology. Malaysian legislation defines fake news as “any news, 

information, data and reports, which is or are wholly or partly false, whether in the form of 

features, visuals or audio recordings or in any other form capable of suggesting words or ideas.” 

Russia passed a law penalizing the publication of fake news in March 2019, defining the term as 

“socially-significant false information distributed under the guise of truthful messages if they 

create a threat of endangering people’s lives, health, or property; create possibilities for mass 

violations of public order or public security; or may hinder the work of transportation and social 



infrastructure, credit institutions, lines of communications, industry, and energy enterprises. 

‘’China has made it a crime to “fabricate false information on [a] dangerous situation, epidemic, 

disaster or alert and disseminate such information via [an] information network or any other 

media while clearly knowing that it is fabricated, thereby seriously disturbing public order’’. 

Relying on the 1881 Freedom of the Press Law, France has made it illegal to “disturb public 

peace through the publication, dissemination, or reproduction of fake news in bad faith.” The 

bad-faith publication, dissemination, or reproduction of forged or altered items, or items falsely 

attributed to third parties, is also prohibited. 

  Broad definitions are usually found in the laws of those countries that are rated low in indices 

related to freedom of speech, and such laws are often viewed by human rights organizations as 

government attempts to further restrict free speech and stifle opposition. The new Malaysian 

government tried unsuccessfully to repeal a 2018 act under which the government is required to 

“take measures to remove” the publication of recognized false information and imprison the 

publisher for up to six years. In Canada and Kenya courts have found anti-fake news provisions 

unconstitutional as a violation of freedom of expression and have thus suspended the 

implementation of such provisions. 

  Following the events of the US 2016 election campaign, several countries introduced legal 

mechanisms aimed at protecting the integrity of the democratic process, although depending on 

country specifics these laws apply to varied actors. In Sweden, the focus was on self-regulation 

by professional organizations of journalists and other media providers and strengthening ethics 

rules. This solution followed the European Union’s approach where an EU-wide voluntary Code 

of Practice on Disinformation has been introduced. However, in view of the inadequacy of 

voluntary measures taken by social media platforms, Germany enacted the Network 

Enforcement Act in 2017. While this Act does not create new obligations for social media, it The 

Law Library of Congress 3 Initiatives to Counter Fake News: Comparative Summary imposes 

heavy fines for noncompliance with existing legislation and creates rules for the investigation 

and removal of illegal content hosted by networks with a very large number of registered users. 

French law also provides for special preventive measures that need to be implemented by 

operators of large-scale online platforms. Russian law distinguishes between news published by 

online media, news aggregators, and individual social network users. There are specific rules for 

the removal of information and the liability of authors, publishers, and internet providers 

depending on the type of the online platform. 

  Some countries are also taking steps to prevent foreign influence in their national elections. 

Interesting examples include an Israeli bill targeting foreign propaganda that, if passed, would 

allow the head of the Central Election Commission, who serves as a Supreme Court justice, to 

issue injunctions preventing the receipt of prohibited donations, monetary or otherwise, under 

current law. Under French law, a judge may order any measures necessary to stop the online 

dissemination of misleading information during the three months preceding an election. During 

the same period, foreign television broadcasts may be suspended if they deliver false 



information. The governments of several countries included in this report recognize that a 

substantive response to disinformation could be an effective way to tackle fake news. 

  The British government’s position is that it is more important to inform citizens of the facts 

than to simply rebut false information. For this purpose, a Rapid Response Unit within the 

executive branch monitors news and engages with the public online. In China, a government 

online platform called “Refuting Rumors” was launched to broadcast “real” news sourced from 

government agencies and state-owned media. A similar web portal allowing the public to check 

the authenticity of news found online has been established in Malaysia. In addition, Kenya and 

Sweden have general education campaigns aimed at young people in place to counter the fake 

news trend, as noted above. 

  Each individual country proposes initiatives to limit the spread of false information. They 

undertake efforts at a national level and each country faces differently the challenges associated 

with these efforts. But we must bear in mind that all national governments undertake efforts to 

secure the validity and accuracy of legal information. 

  UN is trying to combat misinformation by producing and disseminating facts and accurate 

information, partnering with businesses, working with media and journalists, mobilizing civil 

society and speaking out of rights. 

 

Timeline of events 

63 B.C. Roman Emperor Augustus Octavian built a campaign of disinformation to support his 

victory over Marc Antony during the War of the Roman Republic. 

1475 A false story by Franciscan preacher Bernardino da Feltre blamed the Jewish community 

for a missing child. Fifteen people were falsely accused, found guilty, and tortured, contributing 

to widespread anti-Semitism as the story spread. 

16th and 17th century The invention of the printing press led to mass distribution and sales of 

printed materials, regardless of their source. Gossip disguised as "news" became the norm by 

the 1780s, and opinion columns pushed content designed to manipulate public opinion. 

1782 Benjamin Franklin created a fake issue of the Boston Newspaper to build sympathy for the 

American Revolution. The paper claimed that the Brits hired Native Americans to scalp soldiers 

and civilians. The false information was widely circulated by other newspapers, increasing public 

hostility toward Native Americans. 

1835 The New York Sun ran reports of animal-like creatures inhabiting the moon in the "Great 

Moon Hoax." Circulation went from 8,000 to 19,000 copies, making it the world's best-selling 

daily newspaper at the time. Unbeknownst to the public, the hoax was a commercial strategy. 



1844 Anti-Catholic newspapers in Philadelphia published stories that falsely accused Irishmen of 

robbing schools and stealing Bibles, which provoked violent riots and attacks on Catholic 

churches. 

1874 The New York Herald published an article claiming that many animals had escaped from 

the Central Park Zoo. There was widespread public panic, but people later found out that the 

story was a hoax. 

1915 The rumor of the German Corpse Factory was a major source of anti-German propaganda 

during World War I. Several newspapers with "official sources" claimed that members of the 

German military were extracting fat from dead soldiers to make soap, food for animals, and 

other materials. Almost 10 years later, a British general admitted that he made up the story.  

1924-1953 Communist leaders viewed disinformation as an effective war tactic. Stalin used this 

tactic to discredit perceived enemies like the United States and the Roman Catholic Church. The 

weapon of disinformation was also used to falsely frame civilians, which resulted in many 

innocent deaths. 

1927 Dorothy Cochrane Logan, a British doctor, claimed to swim the English Channel for 13 

hours straight. She was celebrated by European newspapers, which wrote about her 

accomplishment and gave her money as a reward. The story later broke that she had secretly 

completed most of the journey by boat. 

1933-1945 Nazi propagandist Joseph Goebbels— one of Hitler's closest associates and a 

powerful force in Germany's news media — founded a newspaper called The Attack to serve his 

propaganda messages. Goebbels used lies and disinformation to influence the public into 

supporting the Nazis' horrific regime. 

1938 Orson Welles' War of the Worlds was broadcast on the radio, and because news radio was 

brand-new at the time, many listeners believed the story. Allegedly, public panic erupted from 

people who believed an alien invasion was happening. While this rampant fear is documented in 

American history, it remains unclear if this public panic truly occurred. 

1983 The Patriot newspaper published the article "AIDS may invade India: Mystery disease 

caused by US experiments. «The false story was picked up in major newspapers in 50 countries 

and cited an anonymous American scientist suggesting a "deadly new disease had been created 

by the Pentagon in a bid to develop new biological weapons." 

1991 A rumor spread through American news outlets that Vladimir Lenin's body would be 

auctioned off for millions of dollars. The Russian government grew furious, and the editor of 

Forbes admitted that the story was not true. 

2003 In the run-up to the Iraq war, articles about Saddam Hussein’s nonexistent weapons of 

mass destruction filled newspaper pages across the world. 



2012 Hurricane Sandy caused destruction across the Caribbean before impacting the entire East 

Coast of the United States. The storm caused significant devastation throughout New Jersey and 

New York. As a result of the storm’s surge, New York City was victim to flooded streets, subway 

lines and tunnels. On Oct. 28, 2012, a meteorologist incorrectly informed CNN that the floor of 

the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) was flooded. An invalid tweet was posted, which read: 

“BREAKING: Confirmed flooding on NYSE. The trading floor is flooded under more than 3 feet of 

water.” After this false information was disseminated throughout the news and social media, a 

NYSE official denied that there was any flooding, and CNN issued a correction. This 

misinformation caused a significant panic among the public in New York City and around the 

world, as damage to the floor of the NYSE could have resulted in an economic hit, as well as the 

loss of a landmark building. 

2013 Every year, the Boston Marathon attracts around 30,000 contestants and even more fans 

supporting the event. During the 2013 race, a bombing near the finish line killed three people 

and injured many more. This act of terrorism led to a panic throughout Boston, and law 

enforcement evacuated the area and halted flights leaving Boston. During the online dismay 

that followed, many false rumors were spread. One of the most widespread rumors stated that 

a young girl, who was running in remembrance of the Sandy Hook victims, was killed in the 

bombing. A tweet, which read “R.I.P. to the 8-year old girl who died in Boston’s explosions, 

while running for the Sandy Hook kids. #prayforboston,” received more than 33,000 retweets, 

reaching millions of users across Twitter’s network. This false information diverted attention 

away from other critical news following this extreme act of terrorism. 

2016 Rumors falsely accused Hillary Clinton of being at the center of a child trafficking ring. 

#Pizzagate  

2017 A fake news website called The Boston Tribune reported that Barack Obama's mother-in-

law would receive money from the government for taking care of her grandchildren, Sasha and 

Malia. The story reached mainstream media but was quickly shut down, as it had no evidence 

and was false. The fake news site has since been taken down. CNN created an article which 

falsely tied Trump's transitional team members to the Russia collusion investigation. As a result 

of the article, three reporters (including an award-winning journalist) were forced to resign from 

CNN. One of them even admitted to the article being fake. 

 On Oct. 1, 2017, the United States was struck by an act of terrorism as a shooter opened fire at 

an outdoor concert in Las Vegas. The shooting resulted in 58 deaths and more than 400 injuries 

from gun shots. Many concert attendees rushed to find safety and evacuate the area, while 

many emergency responders and volunteers showed their heroism as they remained in the 

high-risk area to tend to the wounded people. In the chaos that ensued, false information was 

spread both online and offline, leading to skewed beliefs and unneeded misguidance.  

One of the most prominent pieces of misinformation, which was spread by an emergency 

dispatcher, claimed that the University Medical Center was completely out of beds and no more 

patients could be serviced. This information quickly contaminated Twitter’s network and led to 



the falsehood being extensively spread. False news such as this can cause significant harm, as 

the injured people needed prompt medical attention. Germany passes a law that demands 

social media sites remove hate speech, fake news and illegal material within 24 hours.  

The term '' fake news'' was added to the Collin's Dictionary. 

2018 UK government set up a new national security unit to tackle fake news. 

2019 Singapore on April 1 proposed a law to combat online fake news. Under the draft law, 

those who spread online falsehoods with a malicious intent to harm public interest could face 

jail terms of up to 10 years.  

Australia on April 4 said it will fine social media and web hosting companies and imprison 

executives if violent content is not removed "expeditiously". European lawmakers were on 

Monday (April 8) set to vote on new online terror content removal rules under which technology 

firms like Facebook, Twitter or Google could face fines if they fail to eliminate terror propaganda 

from their sites quickly enough. 

Questions that a resolution must answer 

 Should states alter their legislation in order to counter ''fake news'‘? 

 Should states impose sanctions and penalties on social media networks and people 

that spread false news? 

 Should states educate their citizens about the dangers of ''fake news'‘? 

 What UN should do in order to fight misinformation during emergencies? 

 What social platforms should do in order to prevent the (re)production of fake news 

during and after disasters and emergencies?  

 What is the duty of news industry during an emergency and how is this connected 

with misinformation and disinformation? 

 How can we use technology (the implementation of a particular social media 

monitoring technology, for instance) in order to inform properly and prevent the 

creation of fake news? 

 Is it possible to create a global center that will identify and block ''fake news '‘? Is it 

a realistic plan? Is it a democratic solution? 

Resources for further research 

    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ah9H4-QSBLo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pqASEH1Rlfk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ah9H4-QSBLo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pqASEH1Rlfk


https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/12/technology/on-facebook-misinformation-is-more-popular-now-
than-in-2016.html 

https://en.unesco.org/fightfakenews/modules 

https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-
centre/news/2020/Governments_must_lead_against_coronavirus_misinformation_and_disinformation
.html   
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21287&LangID=E 

https://www.loc.gov/law/help/fake-news/index.php 
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fighting-%E2%80%98infodemic%E2%80%99-misinformation 

https://pubsonline.informs.org/do/10.1287/orms.2020.01.06/full/ 
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