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INTRODUCTION TO THE DELEGATES: 

Greetings! 

My name is Evelyn Amaxopoulou and I am 17 years old. I have been presented with the honour 

to hold the position of the General Assembly Secretary, in this year’s MSKMUN and with the 

opportunity to be the host and moderator for the debate that will occur, regarding this topic in 

the General Assembly. 

 I am currently attending the 3rd grade of high school at the Greek-French school Saint 

Joseph and I intend to study biology. 

 My passions extend from sports, with horse riding being my favourite one, followed by 

soccer and karate, to crafting jewelries, reading literature and listening to music. I really enjoy 

reading science and political articles and then discuss them with people who are interested as 

well in these topics. 

 That was how I got involved with the MUN, with my passion for debating being a 

contributing factor to opening that particular door. Four years ago, I first attended the Royal 

Russel International MUN, which was followed by other conferences, that have only 

strengthened my love for the Model UN. 

 Thus, I am more than excited to work with the MSKMUN Organising Team and the 

Chairs. It is my great pleasure to welcome you, dear delegates, and to introduce you to the 

world of the Model United Nations. 

 If any further questions shall occur regarding the topic, you may contact me through this 

email: evelynamax@gmail.com  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE TOPIC: 
 

The region of Sahel has delt with a number of crises, that extend to many different, but crucial 

domains: 

 

i. Peace and security: 

The Sahel region, throughout the years, has drawn attention to its political and security 

situation. It is with no doubt that the region continues to this day to be threatened by 

instability, state fragility and recurring humanitarian crises. Criminal groups, along with 

terrorists continuously attempt to undermine State authority and destabilize 

Governments. 

 

ii. Accessibility to food and water: 

Due to prolonged droughts and the severe climate change, the access to food, clean 

water and energy have become one of the greatest problems that the Sahel region has 

to overcome. Now, with the pandemic causing further insecurities, this issue is 

intensified. Restrictions on movement have prevented herders from driving their 

livestock to greener pastures for feeding, threatening the livelihoods of millions of 

people. 

 

iii. Climate change: 

The region of Sahel has always been battling with the effects of climate change. Either 

floods or severe droughts affect every state in the Sahel region, giving rise to agricultural 

instability. Lately, Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, and Niger have been encountering street 

floods, caused by heavy rain in August. 

  

iv. COVID-19: 

The Sahelian region confronts many crises at once, that, until now, remain unsolved. 

With the spotlight now on Covid-19, pre-existing crises run the risk of being neglected. 

The challenges of containing the virus are augmenting, since more than one-third of 

West Africans have no handwashing facility at home and up to 86% of people across the 

continent depend on informal labour requiring daily face-to-face interactions. The 

impact of the measures taken to stop COVID-19 are likely to stall economic activities at 

all levels, which are affected by the disruption of supply chains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Definition of key terms: 
 

i. Sahel: 

Sahel is the ecoclimatic and biogeographic realm of transition in Africa between the 

Sahara (North) and the Sudanian savanna (South). 

The Sahel part of Africa includes from 

west to east parts of northern 

Senegal, southern Mauritania, central 

Mali, northern Burkina Faso, the 

extreme south of Algeria, Niger, the 

extreme north of Nigeria, the extreme 

north of Cameroon and Central 

African Republic, central Chad, central 

and southern Sudan, the extreme 

north of South Sudan, Eritrea, and the 

extreme north of Ethiopia. 

 

 

 

ii. State fragility: 

State fragility may manifest itself in various ways. Some of the most common attributes 

of state fragility may include: 

 

 The loss of physical control of a state’s territory or a monopoly on the legitimate 

use of force; 

 The erosion of legitimate authority to make collective decisions; 

 An inability to provide reasonable public services; 

 The inability to interact with other states as a full member of the international 

community. 

 

iii. G5 group: 

G5 Sahel or G5S is an institutional framework for coordination of regional cooperation in 

development policies and security matters in west Africa. 



It was formed on 16 February 2014 in Nouakchott, Mauritania, at a summit of five Sahel 

countries: Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, and Niger. 

It adopted a convention of establishment on 

19 December 2014, and is permanently 

seated in Mauritania. 

The coordination is organised on different 

levels, such as the military aspect, which is 

coordinated by the respective countries' 

Chiefs of Staff. 

The purpose of G5 Sahel is to strengthen the 

bond between the states, sustain economic 

development and security and battle the 

threat of jihadist organizations operating in 

the region (AQIM, MUJWA, Al-Mourabitoun, Boko Haram). 

 

Background Information: 
 

i. Terrorists and other criminal groups: 

West Africa's Sahel region has become the latest scene of jihadist in-fighting, after the 

Islamic State Group’s (IS) revealing that it is engaged in fierce clashes with al-Qaeda 

militants in Mali and Burkina Faso.  

In its report, IS decried recent al-Qaeda attacks on IS militants in Mali and Burkina Faso, 

where both groups are active. 

Jihadists have significantly intensified their attacks in the Sahel countries since last year, 

prompting additional regional and international alliances and military campaigns in an effort 

to tackle the growing threat. 

 

ii. COVID-19 pandemic: 

The erosion of trust in public institutions, the unequal access to health care and the tensions 

around delicate peace negotiations, are among the risks amplified by COVID-19, which, if 

not mitigated, could push more countries into violence, the UN political affairs chief told the 

Security Council. 



Human rights, freedom of expression violations and gender-based violence cases are 

aggravating, due to the effects of the pandemic. 

The outcome of the COVID-19 in the Sahel is the undermining of governance and local 

institutions, as well as the promptness of returning to Inter-communal conflict. 

 

iii. Floods in the Sahel: 

The heaviest rains which began in August are believed to be the worst in over a decade. 

Homes have been destroyed, health centers are damaged, and farmlands are submerged.  

 

Across the Sahel, in combination of the 

intense and indiscriminate violence, the 

effects of the floods have already forced 

more than 3.5 million people to flee both 

within countries and across borders. 

 

Crops have been destroyed in the floods, 

increasing food shortages and the 

vulnerabilities of farmers and their 

families, whose livelihoods depend on 

harvests. 

 

In Burkina Faso, the floods affected all 13 

regions, causing the death of 41 people, 

injuring 112, and leaving 12,378 

households without shelter. 

 

 

 

 

iv. Food accessibility: 

It is with no question that the pandemic not only has it worsen the economy, but it has also 

intensified the food accessibility challenges. 



3 percent of people in the northern areas of the region are said to be experiencing 

catastrophic levels of acute food insecurity and facing extreme food consumption gaps, also 

resulting in alarming levels of acute malnutrition. 

A new report by Oxfam now warns that the hunger crisis, worsened by the pandemic, could 

potentially kill more people each day than the infection itself. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic is further exacerbating a crisis that was already deteriorating at a 

worrying pace, pushing more and more people into severe food crisis and acute food 

insecurity,” said Dauda Sau, FAO Representative in Burkina Faso. 

 

 

v. Humanitarian Crisis: 

The central Sahel region is facing a severe humanitarian and protection crisis. 

Massive displacement, most of it 

driven by intense and largely 

indiscriminate violence, 

perpetrated by a range of armed 

actors against civilian 

populations, is taking place across 

the region. 

Internal displacement is on the 

rise, while substantial numbers of 



refugees have fled to neighboring countries. 

National capacities are overwhelmed, and international support has been disproportionately 

dedicated to security assistance, with limited resources being made available for urgently 

needed humanitarian and development activities. 

 
[IDPs: Internally displaced person] 

 

 

Timeline of events: 
 

i. Since September 24 2020, the UNHCR teams have been racing to reinforce existing 

shelters, build new ones in safer areas and to relocate affected displaced families, 

regarding the recent floods in the Sahelian region. 

 

ii. In March 20 2020, the Regional Sahel Pastoralism Support Project for Africa has started 

to develop: 

 

 The objective is to improve access to essential productive assets, services, and 

markets for pastoralists and agro-pastoralists in selected trans-border areas. 

 The project will support value-chain players within common cross-border trade 

axes in the development and implementation of livestock value-chain 

development strategies, with a focus on increasing the attractiveness of 

markets. 

 

iii. Currently, climate adaptations are being established, by the Green Climate Fund: 

 

 ARAF, the first climate adaptation-focused agriculture investment fund for 

small-scale farmers, is active in Nigeria. 

 The Desert to Power G5 Sahel Facility provides a regional approach to achieving 

universal electricity access for the G5 Sahel countries (Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, 

Mauritania and Niger). The Facility will deploy financing for low emissions 

power projects for both on-grid and off-grid solar projects to the benefit of over 

30 million people. 

 

iv. The United Nations has come up with a support plan targeting 10 countries to scale up 

efforts to accelerate prosperity and sustainable peace in the region, that is currently 

being prepared to be executed: 

 

It is built around the following six priority areas: 



 

 Cross-border cooperation 

 Prevention and sustaining peace 

 Inclusive growth 

 Climate action 

 Renewable energy 

 Women and youth empowerment 

 

Questions that a resolution must answer: 
 

i. How is it possible to support the healthcare system, in order to cease the spreading of 

the COVID-19? 

 

ii. How can the UN support the people in the Sahelian region in terms of food and water 

supplies? 

 

iii. How can peace and security be established in the area, by following the UN’s principles? 

 

iv. How can the UN contribute to the improvement of the climate change effects? 

 

v. How can the humanitarian crisis be mitigated? 

 

vi. How can the UN aid the refugees and the states that accommodate them? 

 

Resources for further research: 

 

i. The official website of the United Nations 

 

ii. Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) 

 

iii. International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) 

 

iv. Permanent Interstate Committee for drought control in the Sahel (CILSS) 

 

v. Green Climate Fund (GCF) 

 

vi. Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 

 



vii. World Health Organisation (WHO) 

 

viii. Human Rights Watch (UNHRW) 
 

ix. Médecins Sans Fontières (MSF) 

 

x. Food Crisis Prevention Network 

 

xi. International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) 
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