
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee: Arab League 

 

Welcome delegates! My name is Natalie Stamatopoulou and this year I will be 

accompanying you along with my fellow chairs in this MUN as your chair and 

representative of the member state of Eretria.I am looking forward to meeting you all and 

cooperating with you! If you have any points of information don’t hesitate to contact me! 

 

Natalie Stamatopoulou | nataliastamatopoulou8@gmail.com | 

 

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. My name is Kostantinos Kouimitzis and i am 15 

years of age. I am an IB student in Doukas' Highschool. It gives me great pleasure to 

extend to you all very warm greeting on behalf of the MSKMUN Conference 2023. It is 

also my pleasure to welcome you to this year's conference. Remember that we are here to 

help every and each one of you with every problem and any question that comes to mind. 

Feel free to ask anything. 

 

Konstantinos Koumitzis | kkoui.koemaki@gmail.com | 

 

Dear delegates of Arab League, my name is Aggelos Bampalis, I am 14 years old and a 

Middle School student in Anavryta Model School. In the following year’s session of 

MSKMUN I will have the honor and pleasure of serving as one of the co-chairs in the Arab 

league committee. Lastly, i would like to welcome each one of you to our unique 

conference. 

 

Aggelos Babalis | aggelos.bab08@gmail.com |               

mailto:nataliastamatopoulou8@gmail.com
mailto:kkoui.koemaki@gmail.com
mailto:aggelos.bab08@gmail.com
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Topic: The Situation In Lebanon 

 

Timeline of events 

THE CIVIL WAR IN LEBANON 

The beginning of the civil 

war, April 13 1975 

Assassination attempt directed towards Maronite 

Christian Phalangist leader Pierre Gemayel.In this attack 

4 people were killed. The attackers belonged to the 

Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). 

April 13 1975 Phalangist gunmen ambush a busload of Palestinians 

during their transfer to the Sabra refugee camp at Tall al-

Zaʿtar, Lebanon, most of them civilians. 27 passengers 

were killed and 19 wounded. The 1975 Beirut bus 

massacre was also known as the "Black Sunday" incident. 

 

January 20 1976 

 

Damour Massacre: Palestinian guerrillas and the 

National Movement attacked and destroyed the 

Christian populated town of Damour south of Beirut. 

 

June 1976 

 

Some 30,000 Syrian troops enter Lebanon, ostensibly to 

restore peace. 

 

October 21 1976 

 

Cease-fire agreement in Cairo: A cease-fire was agreed 

upon following the Arab Summit in Riyad (November 

16-17). 

March 14-15 1978 

 

Israel with 25,000 soldiers invades South Lebanon 

claiming retaliation for a PLO fighters attack into its 

territory. 

March 19 1978 United Nations Security Council Resolution 425, which 

calls on Israel to withdraw from Lebanese territory and 

creates a 4,000 to 6,000-man peacekeeping force called 

UNIFIL to ensure it happens. Israel withdraws and 

passes control of the land to its proxy army, (SLA). 

June 6 1982 

 

Israeli invasion: Israel invades Lebanon and reaches the 

southern suburbs of Beirut. 
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August 24 1982 

 

A multinational force of U.S. Marines, French 

paratroopers and Italian soldiers lands in Beirut to assist 

in the evacuation of the PLO fighters. 

 

September 10 1982 

 

Multinational force completes its withdrawal from 

Beirut. 

 

Spring 1984 Multinational force leaves Beirut after the fall of the 

Lebanese government. 

 

June 10 1985 

 

The Israeli army finishes withdrawing out of most of 

Lebanon. 

 

September 3 1986 

 

National Dialog to end the war started. 

September 22 1989 

 

Lebanon's National Assembly meets in Taif, Saudi 

Arabia. 

 

October 22 1989 Taif accord signed. 

December 24 1990 

 

Omar Karami heads a government of national 

reconciliation. 

 

May 22 1990 

 

A Treaty of Brotherhood, Co-operation and Co-

ordination is signed in Damascus by Lebanon and Syria. 

 

August 26 1990 

 

The national assembly grants amnesty for all crimes 

committed during the civil war. 
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POST WAR CRISIS 

REFUGEE CRISIS 

September 2013 

The United Nations refugee agency says there are at 

least 700,000 Syrian refugees in Lebanon. 

 

April 2014 UN announces that number of Syrian refugees 

registered in Lebanon has surpassed one million. 

 

Healthcare crisis 

2015 

 

A crisis about waste erupts when authorities close the 

main landfill site near Beirut, 

 

START OF THE 

DOWNFALL 

Before the 2018 election. 

Public sector pay rise. 

 

October 2019 Plan to tax WhatsApp calls. 

BEIRUT BLAST 

August 4 2020 

 

The Beirut blast killed more than 200 people and 

devastated entire suburbs.The Beirut port explosion 

killed at least 219 people, wounded 7,000 people, and 

left hundreds with permanent disabilities. 

 

December 2020 The World Bank, United Nations, and European Union 

announced an innovative model for disbursing aid to 

Lebanon in the aftermath of the Beirut Blast. 

 

January 2020 

 

Mass protests against economic stagnation and 

corruption bring down the government of Saad Hariri, 

who is succeeded by the academic Hassan Diab. 

 

March 7 2020 Diab announces Lebanon cannot repay a maturing bond 

and calls for negotiations to restructure its debt. 

August 2020 Diab government quits after months of protests over 

falls in the value of the currency and the impact of the 

Covid-19 lockdown culminate in rioting after a massive 

chemical explosion in the Beirut port. 

 

Beirut, January 25, 2022 

 

The scale and scope of Lebanon’s deliberate depression 

are leading to the disintegration of key pillars of 

Lebanon’s post-civil war political economy. 
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Late January 2022 The currency (The Lebanese pound) collapsed, sliding 

from 1,500 to the dollar before the crisis, to a street rate 

of about 23,000. 

 

Terms dictionary 

 

Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO): 

The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) was established in 1964.The Arab 

Summit in 1974 recognized the PLO as the “sole and legitimate representative of the 

Palestinian people”. 

Phalangist: 

A member of a Lebanese Christian paramilitary organization founded in 1936 and 

originally based on similar ideas to the fascist Falange in Spain. 

Tall al-Zaʿtar: 

Also spelled Tel al-Zaatar, former Palestinian refugee camp, central Lebanon, north of 

Beirut, near Nabʿah.  

Beirut: 

Is the capital and largest city of Lebanon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hezbollah: 

It is a Shiite Muslim political party and militant group based in Lebanon. 

Amnesty: 

The act of an authority by which pardon is granted to a large group 

of individuals. 

Multinational Forces in Lebanon(MNF):  

multinational forces consisting of US, French and Italian militia 

assigned to assist Lebanon during the civil war. Hezbollah symbol 

Image 1 Aftermath of the Beirut blast 
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Italian Contingent (ITALCON):  

part of the multinational forces sent to Lebanon during the civil war. 

South Lebanese Army (SLA): 

a Lebanese Christian-dominated militia that was founded during the Lebanese Civil 

War. 

The World Bank: 

The World Bank Group works with developing countries to 

reduce poverty and increase shared prosperity, while the 

International Monetary Fund serves to stabilize the 

international monetary system and acts as a monitor of the 

world's currencies. 

 

Deliberate depression: 

“Deliberate denial during deliberate depression is creating long-lasting scars on the 

economy and society,” Saroj Kumar Jha, the World Bank’s director for Lebanon, wrote 

in a report. “Over two years into the financial crisis, Lebanon has yet to identify, least 

of all embark upon, a credible path toward economic and financial 

recovery.”Lebanon's Crisis: Great Denial in the Deliberate Depression 

 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP): Rising GDP means more jobs are likely to be created, 

and workers are more likely to get better pay rises. If GDP is falling, then the economy 

is shrinking - bad news for businesses and workers. If GDP falls for two quarters in a 

row that is known as a recession, which can mean pay freezes and lost 

jobs.https://www.bbc.com/news/business-13200758 

 

Countries of major involvement  

 

LEBANESE CIVIL WAR 

SYRIA: On 22 January 1976, Syrian President Hafez al-Assad brokered a truce between 

the two sides, while covertly beginning to move Syrian troops into Lebanon under the 

guise of the Palestine Liberation Army in order to bring the PLO back under Syrian 

influence and prevent the disintegration of Lebanon. 

 

ISRAEL: On 3 June 1982, the Abu Nidal Organization, attempted to assassinate Israeli 

ambassador Shlomo Argov in London. Israel carried out a retaliatory aerial attack on 

PLO and PFLP targets in West Beirut that led to over 100 casualties. Israel launched 

Operation Peace for Galilee on 6 June 1982.The first troops of a multinational force 

World bank symbol 

https://www.bbc.com/news/business-13200758
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landed in Beirut on 21 August 1982 to oversee the PLO withdrawal from Lebanon and 

U.S. mediation resulted in the evacuation of Syrian troops and PLO fighters from 

Beirut. 

 

FRANCE: France was also a member of the Multinational Force in Lebanon and in 

1982, during Operation Épaulard I, headquartered from the Beirut Internal Airport, 

French Armed Forces and Paratroopers were sent to the coastal parts of West Beirut 

and the seaport to ensure peace in those regions. 

 

THE USA: The United States entered Lebanon with the announced purpose of both 

protecting American nationals and preserving the integrity and independence of the 

country in the face of internal opposition and external threats. 14,000 U.S. On April 18, 

1983, the U.S. embassy in Beirut was devastated by a car bomb, killing 63 people, 

including 17 Americans. On February 7, 1984, President Ronald Reagan announced 

the end of U.S. participation in the peacekeeping force. 

 

ITALY: The government of Lebanon requested French assistance. Italy was also called 

to intervene as part of the Multinational Force (MNF). 500 soldiers, of the 

“ITALCON”, were sent to Beirut to perform the most delicate task: the evacuation of 

12,000 Palestinian fighters and 3,000 Syrian soldiers. The military operation lasted 12 

days, after which the MNF was disbanded. From a political point of view, Italy had 

clearly stated in the Venice declaration its neutrality in the conflict and the recognition 

for the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. 

 

POST WAR CRISIS 

IRAN’S influence in modern days through Hezbollah: Hezbollah was founded in 1982 

following the Israeli invasion of Lebanon that same year disenfranchising the Muslim 

people of Lebanon Hezbollah defined itself as a resistance effort against the Israeli 

forces. Hezbollah received the support of reject: most Palestinian groups in addition 

to the alienated Shi’a population in Lebanon. Additionally, the expanding Shi’a 

middle class, skeptical of the contrasting Amal movement in Lebanon came to respect 

the relative integrity of Hezbollah By the 1113 d-1 9 80s, Hezbollah was operationally 

organized with the objective to free Lebanon from the imperialistic superpowers that 

in its worldview threatened Islam. 

State Sponsor ship of Iran 

At the same time in Iran the power of religion to achieve major political goals was 

actively demonstrated. This provided Hezbollah with an objective to emulate Iran's 
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Islamic revolution as an extension of its zealous campaign to spread the state's Islamic 

revolution, Iran sought to use Hezbollah as statecraft in the form of terrorism against 

the imperialist powers in the region, sanely the United States and Israel in 

consequence. Hezbollah found its benefactor. This state sponsorship would last 

throughout all of Hezbollah’ s existence and make the Lebanon-based Shia terrorist 

group one of the most professional and dangerous of them all. 

Hezbollah is a part of a markedly successful effort to export the Islamic revolution 

abroad while also allowing the country to participate in the Arab-Israeli conflict by 

using Hezbollah as a terrorist and military proxy. It also consolidates the reviving 

Sih’a axis stretching from Tehran to Beirut. Iran provides Hezbollah with extensive 

support ranging from military equipment and weapons to financial support mediated 

through the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) and Iranian banks. 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/26566567?read-

now=1&oauth_data=eyJlbWFpbCI6Im5hdGFsaWFzdGFtYXRvcG91bG91OEBnbWFpbC5jb

20iLCJpbnN0aXR1dGlvbklkcyI6W119&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents 

 

Hezbollah maintains an army of tens of thousands in the conflict-ridden and 

communally divided country, even though other groups that fought in the Lebanese 

civil war until 1990 have largely disbanded their militias. Hezbollah maintains total 

military sway in the south of the country. 

 

Background information:  

The Civil War in Lebanon 

The Lebanese Civil War was a regional struggle involving numerous national and 

international players as well as an internal Lebanese conflict. In the course of 15 years 

of fighting, over 90,000 people died. 

Approximately 20,000 of the 90,000 killed were abducted or disappeared victims who 

are considered as dead as well since they have not been identified. Two-thirds of the 

Lebanese population, and around a million people, were uprooted, and nearly 100,000 

people suffered severe injuries. 

The Ta'if Accord, which put an end to the war in 1989, has been unable to resolve or 

even acknowledge the central problems that had triggered it, such as the sectarian 

division of power in Lebanon, the Palestinian refugee problem, the presence of Syrian 

forces on Lebanese soil and Syrian tutelage and Hezbollah’s exclusivity as an armed 

militia. 

In reality, what is commonly referred to as the Lebanese Civil War was a series of 

more or less connected battles between varying Lebanese group coalitions and outside 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/26566567?read-now=1&oauth_data=eyJlbWFpbCI6Im5hdGFsaWFzdGFtYXRvcG91bG91OEBnbWFpbC5jb20iLCJpbnN0aXR1dGlvbklkcyI6W119&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26566567?read-now=1&oauth_data=eyJlbWFpbCI6Im5hdGFsaWFzdGFtYXRvcG91bG91OEBnbWFpbC5jb20iLCJpbnN0aXR1dGlvbklkcyI6W119&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26566567?read-now=1&oauth_data=eyJlbWFpbCI6Im5hdGFsaWFzdGFtYXRvcG91bG91OEBnbWFpbC5jb20iLCJpbnN0aXR1dGlvbklkcyI6W119&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
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forces, which from 1975 to 1990 destabilized the Lebanese state. Five major dates can 

be used to categorize the conflicts: 

A) The two-year conflict that lasted from April 1975 to November 1976;  

B) The grueling period of failed peace negotiations, Israeli and Syrian intervention, 

and a number of internal conflicts between November 1976 and June 1982; 

C) The Israeli invasion and its resultant effects that prevailed from June 1982 to 

February 1984; 

D) The internal conflicts of the late 1980s; 

E) The intra-Christian conflicts that raged from 1988 to 1990, which brought an end to 

the conflict. 

 
 

  

This is how it was, 

alive, booming, 

and unaware of 

what was brewing. 

And then… 
 

https://claudeelkhal.blogsp

ot.com/2015/04/how-

lebanese-war-started-40-

years-ago.html 

 

https://claudeelkhal.blogspot.com/2015/04/how-lebanese-war-started-40-years-ago.html
https://claudeelkhal.blogspot.com/2015/04/how-lebanese-war-started-40-years-ago.html
https://claudeelkhal.blogspot.com/2015/04/how-lebanese-war-started-40-years-ago.html
https://claudeelkhal.blogspot.com/2015/04/how-lebanese-war-started-40-years-ago.html
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The situation today:  

ECONOMIC CRISIS 

 

The chronicle of Lebanon's financial breakdown since 2019 shows how a plan to 

reconstruct a country that was once dubbed the Switzerland of the Middle East was 

thwarted by poor management while sectarian elite borrowed freely. Despite being 

destroyed during the civil war, downtown Beirut has now recovered, boasting 

buildings designed by renowned architects and upscale malls stocked with high-end 

stores accepting dollars or Lebanese pounds as payment. 

But while having one of the biggest debt loads in the world—150 percent of its national 

input at the time—Lebanon had little 

else to show for it. The only reliable 

export from Lebanon is its human 

capital as its electricity plants are 

unable to provide power around-the-

clock. 

 

 

 

Why eventually Lebanon borrowed that 

much? 

 

Economists have described Lebanon's financial system as a nationally regulated Ponzi 

scheme.A Ponzi Scheme is an investment fraud that Pays existing investors with funds 

collected from new investors. 

 Ponzi schemes are named after Charles Ponzi. In the 1920s, Ponzi promised investors 

a 50% return within a few months for what he claimed was an investment in 

international mail coupons. With little or no legitimate earnings, Ponzi schemes 

require a constant flow of new money to survive. When it becomes hard to recruit new 

investors, or when large numbers of existing investor’s cash out, these schemes tend 

to collapse. 
https://www.investor.gov/introduction-investing/investing-basics/glossary/ponzi-schemes 

https://www.albawaba.com/slideshow/violent-anti-government-protests-shake-lebanon-after-massive-blast-

1373218 (image link) 

Violent, Anti-Government Protests 

Shake Lebanon after Massive Blast 

https://www.investor.gov/introduction-investing/investing-basics/glossary/ponzi-schemes
https://www.albawaba.com/slideshow/violent-anti-government-protests-shake-lebanon-after-massive-blast-1373218
https://www.albawaba.com/slideshow/violent-anti-government-protests-shake-lebanon-after-massive-blast-1373218
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After the civil war, 

Lebanon's finances were 

balanced by revenue from 

tourism, international aid, 

profits from its financial 

sector, and the generosity of 

the Gulf Arab states, which 

funded the country by 

increasing central bank 

reserves. Remittances from the millions  

of Lebanese who relocated abroad to find 

work were among its most dependable sources of funding. 

Due to Iran's growing influence in Lebanon via Hezbollah, a strongly armed Lebanese 

Shi'ite party whose political authority has grown, Sunni Muslim Gulf monarchies, 

previously steadfast allies, began to withdraw. 

As transfers fell short of imports of everything from basic meals to showy vehicles, 

the budget deficit soared and the balance of payments slipped farther into the red. 

In 2016, banks started providing astounding interest rates for new deposits made in 

dollars, the legally recognized currency in the dollarized economy, and even more 

astounding rates for deposits made in Lebanese pounds.Lebanon though, was still 

politically dysfunctional and rivalries had left it without a president for most of 

2016.Meanwhile, the cost of servicing Lebanon's debt surged to about a third or more 

of budget spending. 

Prior to the 2018 election, politicians lavished on a public sector wage increase despite 

the necessity for the state to cut spending. Additionally, foreign donors withheld 

billions of dollars in aid they had pledged due to the government's failure to 

implement reforms. 

https://asianthinktank.com/beirut-explosion-an-epic-story-of-political-and-economic-crisis/ (image 

link) 

 

The pic of economic regression in Lebanon 

 

Foreign exchange inflows dried up, thus banks had to close their doors because they 

ran out of money to pay the depositors who were waiting outside. Also in default was 

the government's international debt. 

A highly regressive tax, inflation disproportionately affects the weak and needy as 

well as those with fixed incomes like pensioners. Food inflation is still a problem since 

Footage from Beirut explosion 

https://asianthinktank.com/beirut-explosion-an-epic-story-of-political-and-economic-crisis/
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it makes up a higher share 

of the costs incurred by 

lower-income households 

that are already having a 

hard time getting by due 

to declining purchasing 

power. 

Government revenues are 

estimated to almost halve 

in 2021 to reach 6.6 

percent of GDP, marking 

the 3rd lowest ratio globally after Somalia and Yemen. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/business-13200758 

 

What is happening today? 

 

Lebanon, which imports around 90% of its wheat from Russia and Ukraine, is 

anticipated to suffer significant consequences from the conflict in Ukraine. Over the 

previous ten years, the EU has provided Lebanon approximately €2.77 billion in 

assistance. However, the Council agreed a framework for focused restrictive measures 

in July 2021, opening the door for the imposition of penalties against individuals and 

organizations in Lebanon who undermine democracy or the rule of law. The current 

state of affairs in Lebanon has been referred to by the European Parliament as a "man-

made calamity produced by a small number of persons across the political class." 

 

LEBANON THE ECONOMIC DELIBERATE MONITOR DEPRESSION STATISTICS 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/34842/LebanonEconomicMonitor-

Fall2020.pdf?sequence=1. 

 

According to the previous document published by the World Bank “Lebanon The 

Economic Deliberate Monitor Depression”, infographics are given in order to 

accentuate the severity of the severe economic depression that reigns over Lebanon. 

FIGURE 5: Inflation during a course of 12 months in basic Agatha and services. 

FIGURE 17: GDP (refer to TERMS DICTIONARY) compared to other countries of the 

world that are facing or have faced in the past economic crisis. 

FIGURE 27: The struggle of households to cover for their basic needs is rooted to the 

economic regression of Lebanon. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/business-13200758
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/34842/LebanonEconomicMonitor-Fall2020.pdf?sequence=1
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/34842/LebanonEconomicMonitor-Fall2020.pdf?sequence=1
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FIGURE 28: Unemployment rate in a 6 month period. 
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BEIRUT BLAST 

 

On august 4 2020, the port of 

Beirut was decimated and more 

than half of the city was damaged 

by one of the greatest non-nuclear 

explosions in history. Tons of 

ammonium nitrate, a combustible 

chemical substance that is 

typically used in agriculture as a 

high nitrate fertilizer but can also 

be used to make explosives, were 

ignited during the explosion. It 

was   estimated that 

approximately 219 people were 

killed, 7,000 were injured, and 

hundreds suffered permanent 

disability as a result of the 

explosion in the Beirut harbor. 

The analysis of hundreds of pages of official papers by Human Rights Watch strongly 

demonstrates that some government representatives were aware of the potentially 

catastrophic calamity that the presence of ammonium nitrate in the port may cause 

and that they tacitly accepted the risk to human life. According to international human 

rights law, this amounts to a breach of the right to life. 

 

EFFECTS OF THE FINANCIAL CRISIS IN LEBANON 

 

Healthcare: The absence of medications and medical supplies, the majority of which 

are imported, has resulted in multiple deaths and endangered the lives of individuals 

with illnesses including cancer. Hospitals have been forced to close indefinitely or 

issue warnings that they would have to stop operating as a result of the country's fuel 

and electrical shortages, endangering the lives of hundreds. 

Some vital medicines can only now be found on the black market, but are sold at 

exorbitant prices.Owing to the government's inaction in the face of the economic crisis 
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and unwillingness to pay hospitals their dues, the Covid-19 pandemic has added to 

the strains already present in the healthcare system. The Health Ministry, National 

Social Security Fund, Internal Security Forces, and the army are examples of public 

sector organizations that provide some medical coverage for their employees or 

residents who are covered by specific health insurance plans; however, the 

government has not distributed a sizable portion of those payments to hospitals. 

Due to fuel shortages, the nation's electricity provider, Electricité du Liban (EDL), has 

also been unable to produce power, forcing some districts to ration electricity for 22 

hours each day. The diesel and fuel shortage has also affected private generator 

owners, who have turned to rationing. 

Violence: The Lebanese authorities’ documented corruption and failure to address the 

country’s massive political and economic crises have resulted in the most drastic 

deterioration of rights in decades, Human Rights Watch said.Military Intelligence 

forcibly disappeared and allegedly tortured detainees who were participating in 

protests against the Covid-19 lockdown and deteriorating economic conditions in 

Tripoli in 2019. 

 A wave of protests in Tripoli against the fast deteriorating economic conditions that 

were made worse by the Covid-19 lockdown measures was noticed. Tripoli is one of 

the poorest cities in Lebanon, and since the government promised assistance, it has 

not come through, plunging the majority of the city's citizens into utter poverty. 

On January 25, approximately noon, protesters who were upset with the rigorous 

Covid-19 lockdown started to assemble near Al-Nour Square and block roadways 

with burning tires. By 

dusk, security personnel 

and protesters were 

engaged in combat as the 

latter hurled stones at the 

Tripoli Serail. Internal 

Security Forces (ISF) Riot 

Police violently beat 

protesters, including a 

reporter for Sawt Beirut 

International, and fired 

teargas and rubber 

projectiles at protesters in 

Al-Nour Square. The 

Security forces force anti-government protesters away from al-Nour square in 

the center Tripoli, Lebanon, on January 31, 2021 amidst clashes. 
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incidents lasted about five days and officials estimate the number of injured ISF 

members at around 70. 

In April 2020, Human Rights Watch found that the Lebanese Armed Forces 

unjustifiably used excessive, including lethal, force against protesters in Tripoli, 

killing one and injuring scores more. 

 

Women’s Rights: On December 21, 2020, Lebanon passed the “Law to Criminalize 

Sexual Harassment and [for] Rehabilitation of Its Victims. «The law itself provided 

important precautions by criminalizing sexual harassment and outlining 

whistleblower protections but cannot cover international standards including that it 

should have sought to tackle harassment at work through labor laws, occupational 

safety and health laws, and equality and nondiscrimination laws. 

A 2016 report by the International Men and Gender Equality Survey in Lebanon and 

UN Women found that two-thirds of women respondents reported experiencing 

sexual harassment in 

public spaces. In 

order to allow women 

to seek protection 

from their ex-

husbands, Parliament 

also changed the 

domestic violence 

statute to broaden its 

definition to include 

abuse connected to—

but not necessarily 

perpetrated during—

marriage. However, 

it still does not make 

marital rape a crime. 

 

Migrant and refugee crisis: An estimated 250,000 migrant domestic workers, mostly 

from Ethiopia, the Philippines, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka, are not covered by 

Lebanon's labor laws, and the limiting kafala (sponsorship) system, which ties migrant 

workers' legal residency to their employer, governs their status in the nation.The brief 

cautions that many migrant workers in Lebanon currently encounter circumstances 

that significantly raise their risk of engaging in forced or bonded labor.  

Protests for gender equality 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/05/lebanon-sexual-harassment-

law-missing-key-protections 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/05/lebanon-sexual-harassment-law-missing-key-protections
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/05/lebanon-sexual-harassment-law-missing-key-protections
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These include a decrease in pay or nonpayment of wages, job termination without the 

option of returning home, a rise in work demands, and a reduction in physical 

mobility, and a lack of access to friends and family, and the inability to pay for hygiene 

items and a balanced diet. 

The administration thinks 

that another 500,000 

Syrians exist in Lebanon 

informally in addition to 

the almost 900,000 

registered refugees who 

already reside there. Only 

20% of Syrian refugees are 

legally residing in the 

United States, leaving the 

majority of them open to 

harassment, arrest, 

incarceration and 

expulsion. Around 174,000 Palestinian refugees reside in Lebanon, according to the 

Lebanese Palestinian Dialogue Committee, where they continue to experience 

restrictions on their ability to own property and work. 

 

LGBTQ crisis: The LGBTQ community and other marginalized groups have been hit 

the hardest by Lebanon's dismal economic circumstances and rising social inequality. 

Security personnel in Lebanon have frequently used disproportionate force to put 

down largely peaceful protests. A year in prison is the maximum sentence for "any 

sexual intercourse contrary to the order of nature," according to Article 534 of the 

penal code. In Lebanon, transgender women experience institutionalized violence and 

prejudice when trying to obtain essential services like job, healthcare, and housing. 

 

The problem, oversimplified: 

The Lebanese government's decision to impose higher taxes in October 2019 resulted 

in significant protests across the country from a populace that was fed up with the 

country's inadequate public services, anxious about the rising national debt, and 

frustrated by the pervasive corruption. Since then, political impasse in Lebanon has 

characterized the country's politics and stopped several governments from carrying 

Lebanon has not set up formal camps for its 1.5 million Syrian 

refugees https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/3/11/lebanon-

no-formal-refugee-camps-for-syrians 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/3/11/lebanon-no-formal-refugee-camps-for-syrians
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/3/11/lebanon-no-formal-refugee-camps-for-syrians
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out crucial changes. The horrific 

explosion that occurred on 

August 4, 2020, in the Beirut port 

only made things worse. 

When Prime Minister Najib Mikati 

unveiled his new administration 

on September 10, 2021, the nation 

had already fallen into a severe 

financial and economic crisis 

Over 210 000 additional refugees 

are also present in the 

country.  The healthcare industry 

is at breaking point, the Lebanese pound has lost 90% of its value in the last two years, 

and the average person only has access to two hours of energy every day. The middle 

class has been destroyed, and many have already left or are preparing to leave the 

nation. Protests rage throughout the whole country and civilians, mostly minorities, 

seek assistance in the face of politicians who as a matter of fact are unable to act 

responsibly. 

  

 

 

Previous attempts to solve the issue:  

 

UNSUCCESFUL ATTEMPT BY THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT:The government of 

Hassan Diab started out with a commitment to comprehensive reform. On 30 April 

2020, it published an economic rescue plan predicated on negotiating a rescue package 

with the IMF. After the 9 March 2020 default on Lebanon’s foreign debt and amid a 

severe liquidity crisis in the domestic 

banking sector, no other funding options 

were left. At the same time, the general 

expectation of economists and politicians 

was (and remains) that an agreement with 

the IMF would amount to a certification that 

reform efforts are serious, thus making 

additional assistance available. In 

particular, there was hope that it could 

A man walks along an empty shopping district in Beirut, 

Lebanon March 17, 2021. 

The flag of Lebanon 
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unlock $11 billion in foreign aid and investment pledged at a French-led April 2018 

donor conference that was never disbursed because Lebanon did not meet 

conditionality requirements, which were linked to reform.  

 

THE EU has provided Lebanon approximately €2.77 billion in assistance. 

 

FRANCE has been leading international efforts to push Lebanon to tackle corruption 

and implement reforms demanded by donors. A new government was formed in late 

2021, promising to revive talks with the International Monetary Fund. It has yet to 

implement any significant reform policies. 

Some chemotherapy treatments, which can cost as much as $5,000 per session, are 

currently subsidized so the patient pays around $400, with the state bearing the rest 

of the cost. 

 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has 

issued interim guidance on Covid-19 

concerning the rights, roles, and 

responsibilities of healthcare workers. 

Employers and managers should provide 

workers with infection prevention and 

control masks, gloves, goggles, gowns, 

hand sanitizer, soap and water, and 

cleaning supplies in sufficient quantity 

such that workers will not have to incur 

their own expenses. Workers have the 

right to remove themselves from a situation that they have reasonable justification to 

believe presents an imminent and serious danger to their life or health, and to be 

protected from any resulting retaliation. 

A national vaccination campaign was rolled out in mid-February and, as of November 

15, around 30 percent of the population had been vaccinated against Covid-19. 

However, the government’s program risks leaving behind marginalized communities, 

including refugees and migrant workers 

 

The ILO Violence and Harassment Convention sets out minimum obligations for 

governments on preventing and responding to violence and harassment at work. It 

emphasizes prevention measures, including through mandatory workplace policies 

and training programs. 

A damaged ATM cash machine is pictured in 

Beirut, Lebanon March 17, 2021. 
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Since 2006, The United States has provided more than $5.5 billion in total foreign 

assistance to Lebanon. Specifically, the United States has provided more than $3 

billion in assistance since 2006 to address both economic support and security needs. 

 

The Un Human Rights Regional Office For The Middle East And North Africa (ROMENA) 

is located in Lebanon and covers the following countries: Algeria, Bahrain, Jordan, 

Kuwait, Lebanon, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab 

Emirates. As a convenor of regional dialogues on human rights issues, ROMENA-led 

activities involve government and civil society actors from the region. ROMENA's 

primary function is to advance human rights in the countries that it covers through 

monitoring, reporting and advocacy on the human rights situation, and through active 

engagement with governments, including the provision of technical assistance, in 

cooperation with the UN Human Rights Training and Documentation Centre in Doha. 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/middle-east-north-africa-region/un-human-rights-in-middle-east-north-

africa 

 

Possible solutions:  

i. Does the financial aid provided by the UN and other member states suffice?  

ii. How to end corruption on a political and economic level? 

iii. How to ensure citizen’s safety and protect them against extreme militia 

violence? 

iv. Is a more lax and helpful policy needed in order to accommodate and aid 

refugees? 

v. Isn’t it high time legislations favoring migrant workers were put in action? 

vi. How to combat and diminish the percentage of unemployment in this state? 

vii. Are efforts needed in order to ensure prompt delivery of social protection 

assistance to the poor and vulnerable households struggling under the 

continuing economic crisis? 

viii. Should public campaigns be conducted to raise awareness for matters such as 

the rights and wellbeing of migrant workers, gender equality and diversity? 

 

Treaties on the matter:  

 

Post war Taif 

accord:https://www.un.int/lebanon/sites/www.un.int/files/Lebanon/the_taif_agreement_engli

sh_version_.pdf 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/middle-east-north-africa-region/un-human-rights-in-middle-east-north-africa
https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/middle-east-north-africa-region/un-human-rights-in-middle-east-north-africa
https://www.un.int/lebanon/sites/www.un.int/files/Lebanon/the_taif_agreement_english_version_.pdf
https://www.un.int/lebanon/sites/www.un.int/files/Lebanon/the_taif_agreement_english_version_.pdf
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Post war Convention on Cluster Munitions, 30 May 2008:https://ihl-

databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?documentId=00E3441C08D5B5B9C12574C6

002EE0D3&action=openDocument 

 

Lebanon: $3.2 billion plan launched to support local families and 

refugees:https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/06/1120812 

 

Lebanese Parliament and UN Lebanon Sign Compact to Boost 

Collaboration:https://lebanon.un.org/en/186932-lebanese-parliament-and-un-lebanon-sign-

compact-boost-collaboration 

 

Convention on the Rights of the Child, 20 November 1989:https://ihl-

databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?documentId=B92BDC3CAE1B142DC12563

CD002D6E8C&action=openDocument 

 

Second Protocol to the Hague Convention of 1954 for the Protection of Cultural Property in 

the Event of Armed Conflict The Hague, 26 March 1999:https://ihl-

databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?documentId=F0628265ED4F2118412567BB0

03E0B0C&action=openDocument 

 

UN full report on Lebanon: 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/treaties/UNCAC/CountryVisitFinalReports/2016_03_08

_Lebanon_Final_Country_Report.pdf 

 
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/vwTreatiesByCountrySelected.xsp?xp_countrySelected=LB 

 

Chair’s personal message to the delegates: 

 

Having read the civil war events and always focusing on the crisis that followed you are 

called to make resolutions and provide solutions. This background paper is going to be your 

starter pack so that you conduct more research on the matter and further discover the 

regressive political and economic state of Lebanon. Bellow you can see the sites the majority 

of this information is drawn from so feel free to consult them NOT copy them! 

 Best regards, 

 Natalie Stamatopoulou 

https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?documentId=00E3441C08D5B5B9C12574C6002EE0D3&action=openDocument
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?documentId=00E3441C08D5B5B9C12574C6002EE0D3&action=openDocument
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?documentId=00E3441C08D5B5B9C12574C6002EE0D3&action=openDocument
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/06/1120812
https://lebanon.un.org/en/186932-lebanese-parliament-and-un-lebanon-sign-compact-boost-collaboration
https://lebanon.un.org/en/186932-lebanese-parliament-and-un-lebanon-sign-compact-boost-collaboration
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?documentId=B92BDC3CAE1B142DC12563CD002D6E8C&action=openDocument
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?documentId=B92BDC3CAE1B142DC12563CD002D6E8C&action=openDocument
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?documentId=B92BDC3CAE1B142DC12563CD002D6E8C&action=openDocument
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?documentId=F0628265ED4F2118412567BB003E0B0C&action=openDocument
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?documentId=F0628265ED4F2118412567BB003E0B0C&action=openDocument
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?documentId=F0628265ED4F2118412567BB003E0B0C&action=openDocument
https://www.unodc.org/documents/treaties/UNCAC/CountryVisitFinalReports/2016_03_08_Lebanon_Final_Country_Report.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/treaties/UNCAC/CountryVisitFinalReports/2016_03_08_Lebanon_Final_Country_Report.pdf
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/vwTreatiesByCountrySelected.xsp?xp_countrySelected=LB
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Sources/Material for further research: 

• https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2022/country-chapters/lebanon#e260c8 

• https://www.ilo.org/beirut/media-centre/news/WCMS_741598/lang--en/index.htm 

• https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/01/24/lebanon-s-crisis-great-

denial-in-the-deliberate-depression 

• https://www.reuters.com/markets/rates-bonds/lebanons-financial-crisis-how-it-

happened-2022-01-23/ 

• https://www.crisisgroup.org/middle-east-north-africa/east-mediterranean-

mena/lebanon/228-managing-lebanons-compounding-crises 

• https://www.undp.org/lebanon/publications/guidance-note-2-conflict-sensitivity-

throughout-project-design-cycle-lebanon 

• https://www.undp.org/lebanon/ 

• https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20220407-imf-reaches-agreement-on-3-bn-

deal-for-lebanon 

• https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/middle-east-north-africa-region/un-human-

rights-in-middle-east-north-africa 

• https://ihl-

databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/vwTreatiesByCountrySelected.xsp?xp_countrySe

lected=LB 

• https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/06/1120812 

• https://lebanon.un.org/en/186932-lebanese-parliament-and-un-lebanon-sign-

compact-boost-collaboration 

• https://www.usip.org/publications/2022/06/amid-historic-crisis-has-new-hope-

emerged-lebanon 

• https://www.britannica.com/event/Lebanese-Civil-War 

• https://aub.edu.lb.libguides.com/LebaneseCivilWar 

• https://palestineun.org/about-palestine/palestine-liberation-organization/ 

• https://www.britannica.com/topic/Phalangist-Party 

• https://www.dictionary.com/browse/phalangist 

• https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/ 

• https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-hezbollah 

• https://www.encyclopedia.com/politics/dictionaries-thesauruses-pictures-and-press-

releases/amal-afwaj-al-muqawama-al-lubnaniyya-or-lebanese-resistance-

detachments-arabic-amal-means-hope 

• https://www.nytimes.com/1984/04/08/magazine/america-s-failure-in-lebanon.html 

• https://journals.openedition.org/cdlm/7565?lang=en 

• https://daleel-madani.org/civil-society-directory/italian-agency-development-

cooperation 

• https://www.sciencespo.fr/mass-violence-war-massacre-

resistance/fr/document/historiography-and-memory-lebanese-civil-war.html 

https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2022/country-chapters/lebanon#e260c8
https://www.ilo.org/beirut/media-centre/news/WCMS_741598/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/01/24/lebanon-s-crisis-great-denial-in-the-deliberate-depression
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/01/24/lebanon-s-crisis-great-denial-in-the-deliberate-depression
https://www.reuters.com/markets/rates-bonds/lebanons-financial-crisis-how-it-happened-2022-01-23/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/rates-bonds/lebanons-financial-crisis-how-it-happened-2022-01-23/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/middle-east-north-africa/east-mediterranean-mena/lebanon/228-managing-lebanons-compounding-crises
https://www.crisisgroup.org/middle-east-north-africa/east-mediterranean-mena/lebanon/228-managing-lebanons-compounding-crises
https://www.undp.org/lebanon/publications/guidance-note-2-conflict-sensitivity-throughout-project-design-cycle-lebanon
https://www.undp.org/lebanon/publications/guidance-note-2-conflict-sensitivity-throughout-project-design-cycle-lebanon
https://www.undp.org/lebanon/
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20220407-imf-reaches-agreement-on-3-bn-deal-for-lebanon
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20220407-imf-reaches-agreement-on-3-bn-deal-for-lebanon
https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/middle-east-north-africa-region/un-human-rights-in-middle-east-north-africa
https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/middle-east-north-africa-region/un-human-rights-in-middle-east-north-africa
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/vwTreatiesByCountrySelected.xsp?xp_countrySelected=LB
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/vwTreatiesByCountrySelected.xsp?xp_countrySelected=LB
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/vwTreatiesByCountrySelected.xsp?xp_countrySelected=LB
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/06/1120812
https://lebanon.un.org/en/186932-lebanese-parliament-and-un-lebanon-sign-compact-boost-collaboration
https://lebanon.un.org/en/186932-lebanese-parliament-and-un-lebanon-sign-compact-boost-collaboration
https://www.usip.org/publications/2022/06/amid-historic-crisis-has-new-hope-emerged-lebanon
https://www.usip.org/publications/2022/06/amid-historic-crisis-has-new-hope-emerged-lebanon
https://www.britannica.com/event/Lebanese-Civil-War
https://aub.edu.lb.libguides.com/LebaneseCivilWar
https://palestineun.org/about-palestine/palestine-liberation-organization/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Phalangist-Party
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/phalangist
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-hezbollah
https://www.encyclopedia.com/politics/dictionaries-thesauruses-pictures-and-press-releases/amal-afwaj-al-muqawama-al-lubnaniyya-or-lebanese-resistance-detachments-arabic-amal-means-hope
https://www.encyclopedia.com/politics/dictionaries-thesauruses-pictures-and-press-releases/amal-afwaj-al-muqawama-al-lubnaniyya-or-lebanese-resistance-detachments-arabic-amal-means-hope
https://www.encyclopedia.com/politics/dictionaries-thesauruses-pictures-and-press-releases/amal-afwaj-al-muqawama-al-lubnaniyya-or-lebanese-resistance-detachments-arabic-amal-means-hope
https://www.nytimes.com/1984/04/08/magazine/america-s-failure-in-lebanon.html
https://journals.openedition.org/cdlm/7565?lang=en
https://daleel-madani.org/civil-society-directory/italian-agency-development-cooperation
https://daleel-madani.org/civil-society-directory/italian-agency-development-cooperation
https://www.sciencespo.fr/mass-violence-war-massacre-resistance/fr/document/historiography-and-memory-lebanese-civil-war.html
https://www.sciencespo.fr/mass-violence-war-massacre-resistance/fr/document/historiography-and-memory-lebanese-civil-war.html
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• https://iranprimer.usip.org/sites/default/files/PDF%20Iran%20Region_Hokayem_Leb

anon.pdf 

• https://www.arabnews.com/node/2005591/middle-east 

• https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/01/24/lebanon-s-crisis-great-

denial-in-the-deliberate-depression 

  

https://iranprimer.usip.org/sites/default/files/PDF%20Iran%20Region_Hokayem_Lebanon.pdf
https://iranprimer.usip.org/sites/default/files/PDF%20Iran%20Region_Hokayem_Lebanon.pdf
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2005591/middle-east
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/01/24/lebanon-s-crisis-great-denial-in-the-deliberate-depression
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/01/24/lebanon-s-crisis-great-denial-in-the-deliberate-depression
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Topic: The Situation In Yemen 

 

Timeline of events:  

 

September, 2014 Yemen's civil war began when Houthi insurgents took 

control of Yemen's capital and largest city, Sana'a , 

demanding lower fuel prices and a new government.  

January, 2015 The rebels seized the presidential palace, leading 

President Abd Rabbu Mansour Hadi and his government 

to resign. 

 

March, 2015 It was the beginning of a coalition of Gulf States led by 

Saudi Arabia launched a campaign of economic 

isolations and air strikes against the Houthi insurgents, 

with U.S. logistical and intelligence support. 

 

May 5, 2015 

 

Houthi rebels fire mortar rounds and rockets at the Saudi 

city of Najran, near the border, killing at least three 

civilians. 

 

June, 2015 

. 

 

A U.S. airstrike kills al-Qaida’s number 2, the head of its 

Yemeni branch, Nasir al-Wahishi. 

September, 2015 

 

Hadi rescinded his resignation and returned to Aden and 

continued fighting since then. 

 

Summer, 2016 A UN effort to broker peace talks between allied Houthi 

rebels and the internationally recognized Yemeni 

government stalled then. Furthermore, the Houthis and 

the government of former President Ali Abdullah Saleh, 

ousted in 2011 after nearly thirty years in power, 

announced the formation of a “political council” to 

govern Sana’a and much of northern Yemen. The 

coalition closes Sanaa airport to commercial flights. 

 

October, 2016 

 

An airstrike by the Saudi-led coalition hits a crowded 

funeral in Sanaa, killing at least 140 mourners. 

 



 COMMITTEE: ARAB LEAGUE 

 

Page 25 of 39 
 

May, 2017 

 

The Houthis say they fired a ballistic missile at the Saudi 

capital, Riyadh. 

 

November, 2017 

 

The coalition imposes a complete blockade on Yemen in 

response to a missile fired by the Houthis at the Riyadh 

airport. On Nov. 22, the coalition announces a partial 

lifting of the blockade. 

 

December, 2017 

 

Saleh broke with the Houthis and called for his followers 

to take up arms against them. Saleh was killed and his 

forces were defeated within two days. Also, Hadi has 

reportedly been residing in exile in Saudi Arabia. 

Moreover, on 24 December, troops loyal to Hadi captured 

the cities of Beihan and Usaylan, officially ending Houthi 

presence in any major city that is part of the Shabwah 

Governorate. 

 

June 10, 2018 

 

Saudi Arabia says three civilians in the kingdom’s south 

have been killed by incoming fire from Yemen’s rebels. 

 

June 12-13, 2018 

 

 

In June 12, Hadi visits the United Arab Emirates, meeting 

with Abu Dhabi’s powerful crown prince, Mohammed 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan, for the first time. The following 

day, the coalition launches an offensive on the port city 

of Hodeida, Yemen’s main entry point for food and 

humanitarian aid. 

 

August 9, 2018 

 

An airstrike by the Saudi-led coalition hits a bus driving 

in a busy market in the northern Saada province, killing 

at least 50 people, including children, and wounding 77.  

 

May 15, 2019 

 

Houthi drones attack an oil pipeline in Saudi Arabia. 

 

June 23, 2019 

 

Houthi bomb-laden drones target the Saudi airport in 

Abha, killing one person and wounding seven. 

 

July 8, 2019 

 

Emirati official says UAE has drawn down its troop levels 

in Yemen. 
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August 2, 2019 

 

Al-Qaida militants target a military camp in Abyan 

province, killing at least 20 troops. 

 

August 9, 2019 

 

Southern separatists backed by the UAE clash with forces 

of the internationally backed government near the 

presidential palace in the southern city of Aden. 

 

August 10, 2019 

 

The UAE-backed separatists wrest control of Aden. 

August 17, 2019 

 

Houthis launch drone attack on Saudi Arabia’s Shaybah 

oil field, near the kingdom’s border with the UAE. 

 

August 29, 2019 

 

Emirati warplanes target Yemeni government troops as 

they head to retake Aden from separatists, killing at least 

30. 

 

September 14, 2019: 

 

Houthi rebels launch drone attacks on Saudi Arabia’s oil 

facilities, halting about half of the supplies from the 

world’s largest exporter of oil. 

 

November 15, 2019 

 

Yemen’s internationally recognized government and its 

southern rivals sign a power-sharing deal, aiming to end 

the infighting in the country’s south. 

January 18, 2020: 

 

A missile attack by the Houthis hits an army camp the 

central province of Marib, killing at least at least 111 

troops and wounding at least 68. 

 

January 25, 2020 

 

A U.S. drone strike kills al-Qaida leader Passim al-Rimi 

in Marib province. 

 

February, 2020 Airstrikes by the Saudi-led coalition kill at least three 

dozen people, including 26 children and six women, in 

the mountainous northern province of Jawf. The attack 

comes after Houthis shot down a coalition warplane. 

March 1, 2020: 

 

Houthi rebels take control of the strategic city of Hazm, 

the capital of Jawf province. 

 

April 8, 2020 

 

The Saudi-led coalition announces a two-week cease-fire 

in Yemen to fight the corona virus pandemic. 
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  June, 2020 

 

UAE-backed separatists take control of Socotra 

archipelago, from forces of Yemen’s internationally 

recognized government. 

 

October 16, 2020 

 

Yemen’s warring sides complete the war’s largest 

prisoner exchange. 

October 22, 2020 

 

Iran announces the arrival of its ambassador in Houthi-

held capital, Sanaa. 

 

November 23, 2020 Houthis say they struck a Saudi oil facility in the port city 

of Jiddah with a new cruise missile. 

December 18, 2020 

 

President Hadi announces a Cabinet reshuffle. 

 

December 30, 2020 

 

A large explosion strikes the airport in Aden, shortly after 

a plane carrying the newly formed Cabinet landed there. 

At least 25 people are killed and 110 wounded. 

 

January 10, 2021 

 

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo announces he will 

designate the Houthis as a “foreign terrorist 

organization." He says the designation will take effect on 

Jan. 19, one day before Joe Biden takes office. 

 

January 27, 2021 

 

The Biden administration places at least temporary holds 

on several big-ticket arms sales to the UAE and Saudi 

Arabia. 

 

February 4, 2021 

 

Biden says the U.S. is ending support for the Saudi-led 

coalition fighting in Yemen and calls for a cease-fire. 

 

February 5, 2021 

 

A State Department official says the Biden administration 

is moving to revoke the designation of Houthis as a 

terrorist group. 

 

February 10, 2021 

 

Houthi rebels target Saudi Arabia’s Abha airport with 

bomb-laden drones, causing a civilian plane on the 

tarmac to catch fire. 
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Terms dictionary:  

 

Houthis: Shiite rebels with links to Iran and a History against the Sunni government 

 

Gulf States: Member States of the Gulf Cooperation Council. These countries are 

Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates.  

 

 
The map of the Gulf Countries in 2022 

 

Oxford Committee for Famine Relief (OXFAM): The Oxford Committee for Famine Relief, 

as known as OXFAM, is an independent, non-profit organization, first founded in 

Britain, in 1942. Its main goal is to protect the disadvantaged individuals, during 

conflicts happening in one or more countries that make ends meet without any food 

or water, by providing these to them.   

 

Computer Assisted Audit Techniques (CAAT):The Computer Assisted Audit Techniques, 

as known as CAAT, is an innovative method to verify information in a more efficient 

way, by using computer tools. 

 

Islamic State in Khorasan (ISK): ISK stands for the “Islamic State in Khorasan”. It is an 

affiliate located in South and Central Asia and has been active in Afghanistan, 

Tajikistan and Pakistan, where there were attacks. The ISK has as its biggest enemy 

the Taliban. The ISK is also known as ISISK or IS-KP. 
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Peace and National Partnership Agreement (PNPA): The Peace and National Partnership 

Agreement, is an agreement signed on the 21st of September in 2014. Its main purpose 

was to intercept the conflict that takes place in Yemen for a month. Yet, in a shorter 

period of time, the agreement “broke” and the conflict continued. 

 

Armed Forces of Yemen (AFY): The Armed Forces of Yemen (AFY) are military forces of 

the Yemeni Republic, which include the Yemeni Army, Navy and Air Force. The 

country’s military headquarter is the capital city, Sana’a. 

 

United States Special Operations Command (USSOCOM): The United States Special 

Operations Command (USSOCOM) is a unified command, which oversees the Army, 

Marin Crops, Navy and Air Force of the United States. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Special_Operations_Command 

 

United States Central Command (CENTCOM): The United States Central Command 

(CENTCOM) is a part of the eleven unified combatant commands, which form the 

U.S. Department of Defense. It was established in 1983, taking over the previous 

responsibilities of the Rapid Deployment Joint Task Force (RDJTF). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Special_Operations_Command
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unified_combatant_command 

Al-Qaeda: Al-Qaeda, officially known as Qaedat al-Jihad,is a broad-based militant 

Sunni Islamic extremist network composed of Salafist jihadists and founded by Osama 

bin Laden in the late 1980s. 

 

Sunnis: Sunni is the largest branch of Islam that consists of the majority of that 

religion’s adherents. Sunni Muslims regard their denomination as the mainstream and 

traditionalist branch of Islam—as distinguished from the minority denomination, the 

Shiʿah. 

 

Sana’a: Sana’a is the capital and the largest city of Yemen. It is also the headquarter of 

the Sana’a governorate. 

 
https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo/yemen-map.html 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unified_combatant_command
https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo/yemen-map.html


 COMMITTEE: ARAB LEAGUE 

 

Page 31 of 39 
 

Ali Abdullah Saleh Al-Ahmar: Saleh was the first president of Yemen who governed 

from 22 of May 1990 till 27 of February 2012. Saleh got assassinated by Houthis on his 

way to Marib. 

 

Ali Mohsen al-Ahmar: Ahmar is the Yemeni military commander who also served as 

the vice president of Yemen from 2016 till today. He was born in 20 of June 1945 in 

Sana’a, the country’s capital city.  

 

United Arab Emirates (UAE):  The United Arab Emirates is a country located in the 

Middle East, near Saudi Arabia. The country is a member of the Gulf States and its 

capital city is Abu Dhabi. 

 

Countries of major involvement: 

 

SAUDI ARABIA: Saudi Arabia led an Arab Coalition of nine nations from the Middle 

East and parts of Africa in response to calls from the internationally recognized pro-

Saudi president of Yemen Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi for military support after he was 

ousted by the Houthi movement due to economic and political grievances and flied to 

Saudi Arabia.  

  

UNITED KINGDOM: The UK is one of the largest suppliers of arms to Saudi Arabia, 

and London immediately expressed strong support for the Saudi-led campaign. Six 

months into the bombing, Oxfam said the UK was "quietly fueling the Yemen conflict 

and exacerbating one of the world's worst humanitarian crises" by keeping its arms 

pipeline to Saudi Arabia open; the Campaign against Arms Trade (CAAT) agreed that 

"UK arms and UK cooperation have been central to the devastation of Yemen." In mid-

September 2015, the deputy chief executive of Oxfam complained that the government 

even refused to reveal to Parliament the details of the 37 arms export licenses it had 

granted for sales to Saudi Arabia since March that year. The attack on Yemen saw sales 

of UK bombs for 2015 increase from £9m to over £1bn in three months. Amnesty 

International and Human Rights Watch have shown that UK arms are being used on 

civilian targets. Furthermore, the UK government has been repeatedly accused of 

violating domestic, EU, and international law, in particular the Arms Trade Treaty, by 

maintaining its flow of weapons to the Kingdom. Despite this, it was reported in 

November 2015 that the UK planned a number of high-level visits to Saudi Arabia 

over the following three to six months with the aim of securing major arms deals. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: In March 2015, President Barack Obama declared 

that he had authorized S forces to provide logistical and intelligence support to the 

Saudis in their military intervention in Yemen, establishing a "Joint Planning Cell" 

with Saudi Arabia. This includes aerial refueling permitting coalition aircraft more 

loitering time over Yemen and permitting some coalition members to home base 

aircraft rather than relocate them to Saudi Arabia. 

According to press reporting, many in US SOCOM reportedly favor Houthis, as they 

have been effective at combating al-Qaeda and recently ISIL, "something that 

hundreds of US drone strikes and large numbers of advisers  to Yemen's military had 

failed to accomplish". According to a senior CENTCOM commander, "the reason the 

Saudis didn't inform us of their plans is that they knew we would have told them 

exactly what we think—that it was a bad idea." As Yemen expert Michael Horton puts 

it, the US had been "Iran's air force in Iraq", and "al-Qaeda's air force in Yemen". 

According to an Al Jazeera report, one reason for US support may be the diplomatic 

logic of tamping down SA's opposition to the Iranian nuclear deal by backing them. 

Another is the view among some US military commanders that countering Iran took 

strategic priority over combating Al-Qaeda and ISIL. 

 

FRANCE: France is also a significant arms supplier to Saudi Arabia... It has supplied 

over 2 billion dollars including armored vehicles, air defense systems, and aircraft 

subsystems. France has also supplied the UAE with arms, despite the UAE and the 

militias it backs being implicated in war crimes and other serious violations. In late 

September 2021, two NGOs filed a legal case in the Paris administrative court ordering 

the French customs to disclose their records in order to investigate the war equipment 

exported to countries like the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia, having 

involvement in the Yemen war. The case was filed after the French customs denied 

disclosing the required documentation in the probe of potential links to the sale of 

weaponry in Yemen war, as per European Center for Constitutional and Human 

Rights (ECCHR) and Amnesty International France. Investigative media firm was also 

one of the plaintiffs in the case. 



 COMMITTEE: ARAB LEAGUE 

 

Page 33 of 39 
 

 
A map with Icons showing every member state that participated in this Situation 

Infographic: Yemen’s war explained in maps and charts | Conflict News | Al Jazeera 

 

Background information: 

 

Since the emergence of Houthi insurgency in 2004 and side by side the rise of the Arab 

Spring, Yemen face great trouble in maintaining governance, which ultimately brings 

the civil war in 2015. Yemeni society is very multidimensional and there is also a 

sectarian dimension which played a major role in the conflict (Dresch 2000). 

Historically speaking, the country has experienced different uprising in different 

course of time since 1962 and also in 2004 and finally the devastating civil war in 2015, 

which is still going on. For the stabilization of Yemeni socio-political situation, a major 

political transition held in 2011, which replaced Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh 

by his Vice-President Abde Rabbo Mansour Hadi (Lackner 2019).  Despite the 

transition, the government was not able to control the internal conflicts and finally in 

2015, the Hadi government fall down, while Houthi insurgent occupied Sana'a the 

Capital of Yemen. The entire trajectory of Yemeni conflict is very complicated because 

of the division of Yemen  military, the Saudi-Iranian rivalry and the role of foreign 

powers such also made the situation more complex.  During the political transition, 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/2/9/yemens-war-explained-in-maps-and-charts-interactive
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Saleh wanted to bring his son as the military commander of Yemen, but Ahmar the 

Military commander did not want to lose his position. That's why the entire military 

section of Yemen was divided into two particular groups, the Ahmar loyalist and 

Saleh's loyalist (Hill2017). Then the Houthi took advantage and started capturing the 

areas of North Yemen because the military was so weak.  Side by side Al-Qaeda in the 

Arabian Peninsula and ISIS has taken advantage of the conflict and also spreading in 

Yemen since 2011, especially the areas of South Yemen (Phillips 2017). 

 The discovery  of  oil  in  the  border  regions  of  both  North and  South  Yemen 

provided both parties with a financial incentive to strengthen their relations and 

finally on April  1990,  under  the  leadership  of  Ali  Abdullah  Saleh  both  state  

signed  a  unity agreement  to  merge  the  both  country  into  a  new  single  nation,  

the  Republic  of  Yemen (Feuerstein  2019). Following that time  Saleh  has  given  

emphasis  only  the  Northern Yemeni  people  and  his  policy  towards  the  southern  

people were  not  satisfactory,  so the  southern  people  upraised  at  different  times. 

Another important  thing  was  that  the Zaydi  Shia  group  of  North  Yemen  which  

is  known  as  Houthi  lost  their  Imamate  ruling system  in  North  Yemen  in  1970  

due  to  Arab  Nationalist  Movement,  and  they  were  not happy  with  the  Saleh  

rule,   because  they  had  not  been  treated  properly  by  Saleh government  (Day  

2012).  Houthis are a marginalized section in Yemeni politics, not 

Getting proper help from the government and also feeling the fear of "Sunnization" in 

Zaydi heartland, that's why they stated revolution in Yemen under the backing of Iran. 

Data shows that Iran is providing arms and training to Houthis. According to different 

data, Houthis rose up against the Saleh's government in six times in between 2004-

2010. For the normalization of the Yemeni situation, a National Dialogue Conference 

was organized by GCC initiatives in March 2013 to January 2014 for the drafting of a 

new constitution and federal state. United Nations also appointed Ismail Ould Cheikh 

as Special Envoy for Yemen on April 14, 2015. UN Security Council adopted 

Resolution 2216, which imposed the sanctions on individuals undermining the 

stability of Yemen and authorized an arms embargo against the Houthi-Saleh forces. 

Unfortunately, all initiatives fail to bring peace in Yemen. Saudi Arabia is 

continuously conducting different military actions in Yemen for bringing the Hadi 

regime and stabilizing the situation of the help of other major powers, such as 

"Operation Decisive Storm" in 2015. 
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Previous attempts to solve the issue: 

 

On 21 September 2014, President Hadi [Abd-Rabo Mansour Hadi, president of Yemen 

since 2011], together with Ansar Allah [official name of Houthi] delegates and other 

major political parties, signed a ceasefire brokered by the UN, the “Peace and National 

Partnership Agreement”, ostensibly ending a month of fighting that had resulted in 

hundreds of casualties. However, on the following day, Houthi fighters attacked and 

seized the headquarters of the regional military command in Sana’a. 

The Peace and National Partnership Agreement (PNPA) sought to halt escalation to 

the conflict that followed the lifting of fuel subsidies by the transitional government 

in late July 2014. The wide political concessions the Houthis received through the 

agreement weakened the elites and made space for political change. Among the many 

reforms, the PNPA stipulates the formation of an inclusive government—with 

Houthis and members of the southern secessionist Hirak Movement, who had been 

excluded from the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Initiative and marginalized in the 

resulting transitional process—and requires the appointment of a Houthi and Hirak 

representative as presidential advisors. Additionally, the PNPA calls for a series of 

reforms to improve living conditions through social welfare programs and pay 

increases for workers in the civil service and security sectors, the reinstatement of fuel 

subsidies, and the implementation of the outcomes of the National Dialogue 

Conference. 

The 2018 Stockholm Agreement 

   

During eight intensive days, the eyes of the world were trained on Rimbo, where UN 

Special Envoy Martin Griffiths led consultations with the parties to the conflict in 

Yemen. The delegations from the two parties, the Government of Yemen and Ansar 

Allah, agreed on Thursday 13 December 2018 in the ‘Stockholm Agreement’ to a 

ceasefire in the port city of Hodeidah. The parties have agreed to withdraw their 

troops from Hodeidah and for the port to be managed and monitored with UN 

support, which will enable the import of vital provisions to the country. The 

Stockholm Agreement also includes a prisoner exchange and steps towards a ceasefire 

in the city of Taiz. 

 

The Stockholm agreement has three main components:  

1.   An agreement on the city of Hudaydah and the ports of Hudaydah, Salif and Ras 

Issa. 

2.   An executive mechanism on activating the prisoner exchange agreement. 
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3.   A statement of understanding on Taïz. 

 

The Security Council endorsed the Stockholm agreement under resolution 2451 (2018). 

 

Observers worry that friction among regional actors, including Iran, Saudi Arabia, 

and the UAE, is prolonging the war. Conditions deteriorated in late 2019, when the 

Houthis claimed responsibility for a missile attack on Saudi oil facilities. UN monitors 

concluded that the Houthis did not carry out the attack, while the Saudi-led coalition 

blamed Iran. In early 2022, the Houthis increased attacks on Saudi soil and launched 

air strikes against the UAE, a rare move that threatened to drag Abu Dhabi’s forces 

back into a conflict it has tried to walk away from in recent years. 

 

However, peace efforts gained momentum in April 2022, when the Houthis and 

coalition forces coordinated a two-month truce for the Islamic holy month of 

Ramadan, their first nationwide cease-fire in years. Additionally, the new governing 

council has helped consolidate anti-Houthi forces and could set the stage for inclusive 

negotiations. Many experts say such talks would be more productive than treating the 

war as a two-party proxy conflict, as exemplified by UN Security Council Resolution 

2216. 

 

What has the UN done to help the situation in Yemen? 

 

Since 2015, the UN and its partners have been on the ground providing lifesaving 

assistance and protection. Here are some of the ways that they have accomplished it: 

 

• Each month, the UN’s World Food Programme (WFP) distributes 100,000 

metric tons of food commodities at more than 5,000 points, reaching more than 8 

million Yemenis 

• The World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Children’s Fund 

(UNICEF) have reached more than 300,000 people with cholera vaccines 

• The UN Population Fund (UNFPA) has provided sexual and reproductive 

health services to 250,000 girls and women. 

• The UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) works 

closely with the government and humanitarian partners at all levels to enhance 

coordination. 
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The situation today: 

 

As the conflict in Yemen enters its seventh year, the United Nations Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) estimates that it has caused the deaths 

of nearly a quarter of a million people. Millions of Yemenis continue to face one of the 

largest humanitarian crises in the world, with more than half the population facing 

acute levels of food insecurity. Yemen depends on imports of almost all its food and 

essential commodities, and the collapse of its currency has led to skyrocketing food 

and other commodity prices and reduced households’ purchasing power. The 

majority of people cannot afford to meet their basic needs. 

The conflict intensified in 2021 with 49 districts in Yemen directly affected by active 

front lines, up from 35 at the start of 2020. Marib governorate was the site of heavy 

fighting between Yemeni government forces and the Houthi armed group. Over 4 

million people are internally displaced due to the conflict. The Covid-19 pandemic 

worsened the humanitarian crisis. 

Based on three nationwide needs assessments reflecting the most pressing needs 

across sectors, the 2022 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) sets out three strategic 

objectives: 

• to reduce morbidity and mortality 

• improve living standards and resilience  

• prevent, mitigate and respond to protection risks faced by crisis-affected 

people, with an increased focus on multi-sector challenges. 

Recognizing that vulnerable groups and displaced populations are disproportionately 

affected by the crisis, this response plan puts their needs front and centre. 

 To enhance accountability to affected people, management objectives have been 

introduced into the response plan to ensure effective implementation of strategic 

objectives. Some 200 frontline humanitarian organizations will implement activities 

under these objectives and enhanced partnership with the Government of Yemen and 

the Ansar Allah authorities will be essential. 

 

The problem, oversimplified: 

 

The Yemen civil war started in March 2014, with the two opponent sides being the 

Houthis and the Sunnis. The fundamental reasons that had the war started were 

mostly economic and political; Houthi insurgents took control of Sana’a, demanding 

a new government. From then, these two sides have been in war and living a 
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disadvantaged life. Many countries in the Middle East and abroad have taken sides 

and most of them support the Sunnis, with a typical example being the Gulf States. A 

country that supports the Houthis is Iran. Furthermore, it is admitted that the Yemeni 

war has resulted to the biggest humanitarian crisis worldwide that concerns the UN, 

as there is lack of accommodation, food and water, education and medical care. 

 
Infographic: Yemen’s war explained in maps and charts | Conflict News | Al Jazeera 

 

Possible solutions:  

 

• Who can support or how can the civilians of Yemen be protected during the 

civil war? 

• Should the Houthis be able to invade and attack illegally the unarmed Sunnis 

and how can this invasions be stopped? 

• How can the outsiders help this situation? 

• What legislation can be introduced or be altered so that the conflict be either 

fully stopped or interrupted for an unknown amount of time? 

 

Treaties on the matter: 

•    The 2018 Stockholm Agreement 

•    Peace and National Partnership Agreement 

 

Chair’s personal message to the delegates: 

Dear Delegates, you are called to provide solutions for this topic. I would like to say myself that 

the Yemen's Civil War is one of the most important issues in the Middle East. You should take 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/2/9/yemens-war-explained-in-maps-and-charts-interactive
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into account every action made from either the government or the citizens/terrorists. Whatever 

question you have feel free to ask both chairs, we are here to solve any questions or 

misunderstandings. Thank you! 

Konstantinos Kouimitzis 

 

Dear delegates, this conference's topic is the Civil War in Yemen. Make sure to check for 

furthermore information in the attached links. Also, do not hesitate to ask any questions via 

email. Last but not least, remember that the upcoming MUN will be lots of fun and an 

unforgettable experience for all of you. Best regards! 

Aggelos Babalis  

 

Sources/Material for further research: 

• https://casebook.icrc.org/case-study/yemen-un-report-armed-conflicts-2014 

• https://carnegieendowment.org/sada/57087 

• https://www.government.se/articles/2018/12/stockholm-agreement-gives-hope-of-peaceful-

solution-in-yemen/ 

• https://osesgy.unmissions.org/year-after-stockholm-agreement-where-are-we-now 

• https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/yemen-crisis 

• https://unfoundation.org/what-we-do/issues/peace-human-rights-and-humanitarian-

response/humanitarian-response-in-yemen/ 

• https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2022/country-chapters/yemen 

• https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-response-plan-2022-april-2022 

 

https://casebook.icrc.org/case-study/yemen-un-report-armed-conflicts-2014
https://carnegieendowment.org/sada/57087
https://www.government.se/articles/2018/12/stockholm-agreement-gives-hope-of-peaceful-solution-in-yemen/
https://www.government.se/articles/2018/12/stockholm-agreement-gives-hope-of-peaceful-solution-in-yemen/
https://osesgy.unmissions.org/year-after-stockholm-agreement-where-are-we-now
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/yemen-crisis
https://unfoundation.org/what-we-do/issues/peace-human-rights-and-humanitarian-response/humanitarian-response-in-yemen/
https://unfoundation.org/what-we-do/issues/peace-human-rights-and-humanitarian-response/humanitarian-response-in-yemen/
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2022/country-chapters/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-response-plan-2022-april-2022

