
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Committee: Historical Crisis 
 

My name is Iosif Iakovidis, I am 20 years old, study Civil Engineering in the University of 

West Attica and will be your host in this year’s historical crisis committee. I have been a part 

of this conference since 2019 as I've carried out chairing duties, represented countries as a 

delegate and even assisted in the management of the conference as part of the GA secretariat. 

Me and my fellow chairs will ensure that all our delegates will experience a conference like 

no other before. We await you at our committee with open arms. You may contact me in the 

following email: iosifiakovidis@hotmail.com 

 

My name is Filippos Papantoniou, and I am 16 years old. I have participated in four MUN 

conferences, all of which in the MSKMUN. This will be my second time chairing, and I’m glad 

it will be in the HC Committee. I’m looking forward to meeting you and seeing the outcome 

of this year’s conference. Hope you like the topic and enjoy participating. If you wish to 

contact me, you can email me at afp@htr.gr   

 

My name is George Nikitidis, I am 15 years old, and it is my honor to be one of the three chairs 

of the Historical Crisis committee for this year. Having attended the past two MSKMUN 

conferences as a delegate in this very committee, I will now be seeking to make your 

experience in the following conference as enjoyable, meaningful, and memorable as possible. 

In the event that you find yourselves pondering on questions related to our topic, the 

conference or anything I might be able to answer, do not hesitate to contact me via email at 

gnikitidis.student@gmail.com or giorgoulinox@gmail.com.  
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Topic: Yugoslav War: Ongoing Civil War (1994-1995)  

 

Timeline of events:  

DATE EVENT 
COUNTRIES 

INVOLVED 

29th of November 1945 

 

Proclamation of the Socialist Federal Republic of 

Yugoslavia, led by Josip Broz Tito 

Socialist Federal 

Republic of 

Yugoslavia, 

USSR 

1948 

 

Tito - Stalin split 

 

Socialist Federal 

Republic of 

Yugoslavia, 

USSR 

1971 

 

Croatian Spring of MASPOK 

 

Socialist Federal 

Republic of 

Yugoslavia 

21st of February 1974 

 

The 1974 Yugoslav Constitution comes into effect 

 

Socialist Federal 

Republic of 

Yugoslavia 

4th of May 1980 
Josip Broz Tito dies 

 

Socialist Federal 

Republic of 

Yugoslavia 

1981 

 

An economic crisis begins to appear in Yugoslavia 

while Albanian nationalist demonstrations in 

Kosovo are suppressed violently 

Socialist Federal 

Republic of 

Yugoslavia 

28th of May 1986 

 

Milošević rises to power as the president of the 

Serbian League of Communist 

Socialist Federal 

Republic of 

Yugoslavia 

1988 - 1989 

 

The Rallies of Truth take place 

 

SFR Yugoslavia, 

Republic of 

Serbia, Socialist 

Autonomous 

Province of 

Kosovo, Socialist 

Autonomous 

Province of 

Vojvodina, 

Republic of 

Montenegro 
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March 1989 

 

Reduction of autonomy of the Socialist 

Autonomous Province of Kosovo 

Republic of 

Serbia, Socialist 

Autonomous 

Province of 

Kosovo 

 

20th – 22nd January 1990 

 

The 14th and final Congress of the League of 

Communists takes place, with the leaders of the 

Republics of Slovenia, Croatia and Macedonia 

leaving in protest. 

SFR Yugoslavia, 

League of 

Communist 

members 

17th of August 1990 

 
Balkan revolution starts 

Republic of 

Serbia, Republic 

of Croatia 

March 1991 

 

Con-Milosevic demonstrations occur in Belgrade 

but are violently oppressed 

Republic of 

Serbia 

 

31st of March 1991 

 

The Croatian War of Independence begins 

 

SFR Yugoslavia, 

Republic of 

Croatia 

June 1991 

 

Slovenia and Croatia declare independence 

 

Republic of 

Slovenia, 

Republic of 

Croatia, SFR 

Yugoslavia 

27th of June – 7th of July 1991 

 

The Ten-Day War occurs 

 

Republic of 

Slovenia, SFR 

Yugoslavia 

7th of July 1991 

 

Brioni Agreement is signed 

 

Republic of 

Slovenia, 

Republic of 

Croatia, SFR 

Yugoslavia 

September 1991 

 

The Croatian War of Independence is reignited 

 

Republic of 

Croatia, SFR 

Yugoslavia 

December 1991 

 

The Serb entity in Croatia proclaimed itself the 

Republic of Serbian Krajina 

Republic of 

Croatia, Republic 

of Serbian 

Krajina 

2nd of January1992 
Vance Plan Signed, ceasefire in the Croatian war of 

independence 

Serbia, Croatia, 

UN 
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29th of February – 1st of March 

1992 

 

Bosnian gov holds a referendum for the state’s 

independence, invalid due to lack of participation 

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 

March 1992 

Sarajevo wedding attack (a Bosnian Serb killed by 

a Bosnian) Multiple roadblocks and barricades are 

formed by Bosnian Serbs and Bosnians in Sarajevo. 

Despite the failure of the Bosnian referendum, 

Alija declares independence of Bosnia. The 

independences of Slovenia and Croatia are 

recognized. 

 

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, 

Republika 

Srpska, Slovenia, 

Croatia 

April 1992 

Protests in Sarajevo, Serbian snipers shoot 

protesters, Dragan Vikic tells the people to arm 

themselves. Bosnian war commences. US 

recognizes Bosnia’s independence; others soon 

follow. Yugoslavia collapses, Serbia and 

Montenegro form the Federal Republic of 

Yugoslavia 

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, 

Republika 

Srpska, Serbia, 

Montenegro, FR 

Yugoslavia 

May 1992 
Slovenia, Croatia, and Bosnia become UN 

members 

Slovenia, 

Croatia, Bosnia 

June 1992 
War in Bosnia expands outside the capital of 

Sarajevo 
Bosnia 

Summer 1992 

 

Bosnian Serbs gain control of 70% of territory of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

 Hundreds of thousands of refugees result from the 

war and large 

 portions of Bosnia and Herzegovina are ethnically 

cleansed of non-Serbs. 

Republika 

Srpska, Republic 

of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 

 

December 1992 

 

Serbia elects Slobodan Milošević as a president for 

the second time.  

Serbia 

January 1993 

 

Vance–Owen peace plan offered. Under pressure 

from Slobodan Milošević, 

 Karadzić signs the plan, but after a vote in 

assembly of Bosnian Serbs 

 he withdraws his signature. 

Serbia, 

Republika 

Srpska 

 

March 1993 

 

Fighting begins between Bosnians and Croats. 

 

Republika 

Srpska, Republic 

of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, 

Croatia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slobodan_Milo%C5%A1evi%C4%87
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slobodan_Milo%C5%A1evi%C4%87
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July 1993 

 

Owen-Stoltenberg peace plan offered. Refused by 

Izetbegović in August.  

United nations, 

Republic of 

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 

September 1993 

 

Fighting begins in the Bihać region between 

Bosnian government and 

 Bosnians loyal to Fikret Abdić. It lasts until 

August 1995. 

The 

Autonomous 

Province of 

Western Bosnia, 

Republic of 

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina  

March 1994 

 

Peace treaty between Bosnians and Croats is 

signed 

(Washington Agreement), arbitrated by the United 

States. 

Republic of 

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina and 

the Croatian 

Republic of 

Herzeg-Bosnia, 

United States of 

America 

February - October 1994 

 

Contact Group (U.S., Russia, France, Britain, and 

Germany) made steady 

 progress towards a negotiated settlement of the 

conflict in Bosnia, but no agreement was reached. 

 

U.S., Russia, 

France, Britain, 

and Germany. 

Federal Republic 

of Yugoslavia, 

Republika 

Srpska, Republic 

of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, the 

Croatian 

Republic of 

Herzeg-Bosnia, 

Croatia 

August 1994 

 

Serbia closes border with Bosnian Serb republic 

and imposes embargo, 

 as a measure of pressure to accept the plan of 

Contact Group. 

Federal Republic 

of Yugoslavia, 

Republika 

Srpska 

 

May 1995 

 

Croatia launches Operation Flash and in 2 days 

enters Western Slavonia 

UNPA zone, retaking the territory. 

The exodus of 11,500–15,000 Serbian refugees 

follows 

Croatia, self-

proclaimed proto 

state of Krajina 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peace_plans_offered_before_and_during_the_Bosnian_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peace_plans_offered_before_and_during_the_Bosnian_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autonomous_Province_of_Western_Bosnia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autonomous_Province_of_Western_Bosnia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autonomous_Province_of_Western_Bosnia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autonomous_Province_of_Western_Bosnia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autonomous_Province_of_Western_Bosnia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autonomous_Province_of_Western_Bosnia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autonomous_Province_of_Western_Bosnia
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July 1995 

 

Srebrenica genocide reported, 8,000 Bosnians killed 

by units of the Army of Republika Srpska (VRS) 

under the command of General Ratko Mladić. 

July 21, Operation Miracle captures a number of 

VRS soldiers 

Republika 

Srpska, Republic 

of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 

 

August 1995 

 

Croatia launches Operation Storm and reclaims 

over 70% of its pre-war territory, entering all 

UNPA zones except Eastern Slavonia. Although it 

effectively ended the war in Croatia's favor, it also 

resulted in the exodus of the entire Serbian 

population in these areas, approximately 200,000 

refugees. 

NATO decides to launch a series of air strikes on 

Bosnian Serb artillery and other military targets on 

August 30th, after many incidents with civilian 

deaths during the years of siege of Sarajevo and in 

particular the Srebrenica and Markale massacres. 

Croatia, NATO 

countries 

 

November 1995 

 

Milosevic, Tudjman and Izetbegovic lead 

negotiations in Dayton, Ohio. 

Federal Republic 

of Yugoslavia, 

Croatia, Republic 

of Bosnia, and 

Herzegovina,  

United States of 

America 

December 1995 

 

Dayton Agreement signed in Paris, marking end of 

the war in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina. 

Federal Republic 

of Yugoslavia, 

Republic of 

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, 

Republic of 

Croatia, United 

States, France, 

United 

Kingdom, 

Germany, 

Russia, 

European Union 
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Term Dictionary:  

Genocide: the deliberate killing of a large number of people from a particular nation 

or ethnic group with the aim of destroying that nation or group. 

 

Proto-state: A proto-state, quasi-state or state embryo is a political entity that has 

some of the characteristics of a state but is not considered fully established. The term 

is often used to describe Islamist militant groups that exercise some territorial control, 

particularly the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant. 

 

Titoism: a political philosophy most closely associated with Josip Broz Tito during the 

Cold War. It is characterized by a broad Yugoslav identity, workers' self-management, 

a political separation from the Soviet Union, and leadership in the Non-Aligned 

Movement. 

 

Balkans:  also called Balkan Peninsula, easternmost of Europe’s three great southern 

peninsulas. There is not universal agreement on the region’s components. The Balkans 

are usually characterized as comprising Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, 

Croatia, Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, and Slovenia—

with all or part of each of those countries located within the peninsula. Portions of 

Greece and Turkey are also located within the geographic region generally defined as 

the Balkan Peninsula. 

 

Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia:  Commonly referred to as SFR Yugoslavia 

or simply Yugoslavia, was a socialist country in Central and Southeast Europe that 

existed from its foundation in the aftermath of World War II until its dissolution in 

1992 amid the Yugoslav Wars. 

 

League of Communists of Yugoslavia (SKJ in Serbo-Croatian): The socialistic party 

that held the power between 1945 and 1991 in Yugoslavia. It was a council comprised 

of the leaders of the separate regions of Yugoslavia: Bosnia, Croatia, Macedonia, 

Montenegro, Serbia, Slovenia. Additionally, Serbia was in charge of the Autonomous 

Provinces of Kosovo and Vojvodina. The League of Communists held Congresses 

when deemed necessary, the final being the 14th Congress which led to its dissolution. 
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Yugoslav People’s Army (JNA in Serbo-Croatian): The Yugoslav People's Army also 

called the Yugoslav National Army, was the military of Socialist Federal Republic of 

Yugoslavia and its antecedents from 1945 to 1992. 

 

Events: 

 

Tito-Stalin split: A series of events that brought Yugoslavia and the USSR close to 

war and eventually led to the permanent divergence of the two countries from being 

allies. 

 

“Rallies of Truth” (Anti-bureaucratic revolution): A campaign of street protests by 

supporters of Serbian leader Slobodan Milošević that ran between 1988 and 1989 in 

Yugoslavia. The protests overthrew the governments of the Socialist Autonomous 

Province of Vojvodina and Socialist Autonomous Province of Kosovo, as well as the 

government of the Socialist Republic of Montenegro, and replaced them with allies of 

Milošević, thereby creating a dominant voting bloc within the Yugoslav presidency 

council. 

 

Balkan Revolution (Log Revolution): An insurrection which started on August 17, 

1990, in areas of the Republic of Croatia which were populated significantly by ethnic 

Serbs. A full year of tension, including minor skirmishes, passed before these events 

would escalate into the Croatian War of Independence. 

 

Croatian Spring or MASPOK: (Croatian: Hrvatsko proljeće, also called masovni 

pokret or MASPOK, for "mass movement"), a cultural and political movement that 

emerged from the League of Communists of Croatia in the late 1960s which opposed 

the unitarization and called for economic, cultural, and political reforms in SFR 

Yugoslavia and therefore more rights for SR Croatia within Yugoslavia. In 1971, the 

Yugoslav authorities suppressed the movement by force. 

 

Personalities: 

 

Josip Broz Tito: Yugoslav revolutionary and statesman. He was secretary-general 

(later president) of the Communist Party (League of Communists) of Yugoslavia 

(1939–80), supreme commander of the Yugoslav Partisans (1941–45) and the Yugoslav 

People’s Army (1945–80), and marshal (1943–80), premier (1945–53), and president 
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(1953–80) of Yugoslavia. Tito was the chief architect of the “second Yugoslavia,” a 

socialist federation that lasted from World War II until 1991. He was the first 

Communist leader in power to defy Soviet hegemony, a backer of independent roads 

to socialism (sometimes referred to as “national communism”), and a promoter of the 

policy of nonalignment between the two hostile blocs in the Cold War. 

 

Slobodan Milošević: politician and administrator, who, as Serbia’s party leader and 

president (1989–97), pursued Serbian nationalist policies that contributed to the 

breakup of the socialist Yugoslav federation. He subsequently embroiled Serbia in a 

series of conflicts with the successor Balkan states. From 1997 to 2000 he served as 

president of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. 

 

Borisav Jović: Serbian economist, diplomat and politician who served as the President 

of the Presidency of Yugoslavia from 1990 to 1991. He was Yugoslavia's ambassador 

to Italy from the mid to late 1970s, was the Serbian representative of the collective 

Presidency of Yugoslavia during the late 1980s and early 1990s, was the President of 

the Presidency and was a leading figure in the Socialist Party of Serbia in the 1990s. 

Jović received his PhD in economics from the University of Belgrade in 1965. 

 

Franjo Tuđman: Croatian politician and historian. Following the country's 

independence from Yugoslavia, he became the first President of Croatia and served as 

president from 1990 until his death in 1999. He was the 9th and last President of the 

Presidency of SR Croatia from May to July 1990. 

 

Stjepan Mesic: would become active in opposition politics, joining Franjo Tudjman 

and other antiregime dissidents, and became secretary of the new pro-independence 

and nationalist Croatian Democratic Union (Hrvatska Demokratska Zajednica; HDZ), 

which won power the following year. Mesić was appointed president of the new 

government and represented Croatia at the federal Yugoslav level, having the 

distinction of serving as the last president of the large Yugoslav Federation. He 

resigned on Dec. 5, 1991, following attacks on Croatia by the Serb-dominated 

Yugoslav armed forces. Upon the creation of an independent Croatian state, Mesić 

became president of the parliament; Tudjman was elected president of Croatia. 

 

Radovan Karadzic: physician, author, and politician who was leader (1990–96) of the 

Serb Democratic Party in Bosnia and president (1992–95) of the autonomous 

Republika Srpska, a self-proclaimed Serb republic within Bosnia. In 2016 he was found 
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guilty of committing war crimes, including genocide, during the civil war that 

followed Bosnia and Herzegovina’s split from Yugoslavia in 1992. 

 

Alija Izetbegović: Bosnian politician, lawyer, Islamic philosopher, and author, who in 

1992 became the first president of the Presidency of the newly independent Republic 

of Bosnia and Herzegovina. He served in this role until 1996, when he became a 

member of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina, serving until 2000. 

 

Ratko Mladić: Bosnian Serb military leader who commanded the Bosnian Serb army 

during the Bosnian conflict (1992–95) and who was widely believed to have 

masterminded the Srebrenica massacre, the worst episode of mass murder within 

Europe since World War ll.   

 

Addition of new characters: 

 

This year we have decided to add, other than the standard nations relevant to the 

period, some organizations, and greater alliances as well, namely the secretariat of the 

United Nations (UN) and the secretariat of the North Atlantic treaty organization 

(NATO). Both groups will be represented by delegates who wish to apply for them, 

however since they will function in a different manner than sovereign nations as we 

shall explain below. 

 

For the UN: 

- Cannot declare wars. Cannot begin offensive operations to nations unless the risk 

of human eradication is at stake. 

- Cannot engage in development plans or schemes the way sovereign nations can. 

- Cannot Partake in voting procedures within the committee. 

- Can provide economic, humanitarian aid and military protection to groups 

suffering from war, famine etc. 

- Can propose plans for the resolution of global problems to which many nations 

will be inclined to follow  

 

For NATO: 

- Cannot officially declare war to any nation even if provoked beforehand 

- Cannot engage in development plans or schemes the way sovereign nations can. 

- Cannot Partake in voting procedures within the committee. 
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-  Can launch military operations in certain areas where acts of war take place, 

with the intent to quench them 

- Can provide armaments and equipment to nations to prolong the defeat of smaller 

underdogs in war 

 

We would also like to add that the Secretary General of NATO has been selected on 

purpose as the listed individual continued to work for this group and had a 

meaningful impact during the events that had taken place.  

 

Countries of major involvement:  

 

Albania                                                                                Austria 

                                               
Prime Minister: Ramiz Alia                                                  President: Kurt Waldheim 

 

Bulgaria                                                                                 Macedonia         

                                                  
President: Zhelyu Zhelev                                                        President: Kiro Gligorov 

 

Croatia                                                                                   Egypt 

                                                       
President: Franjo Tuđman                                                      President: Hosni Mubarak 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurt_Waldheim
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franjo_Tu%C4%91man
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France                                                                                Germany 

                                                            
President:  François Mitterrand                                           Chancellor: Helmut Kohl 

 

Hungary                                                                            Greece 

                                                                                 
Prime Minister: József Antall                                             Prime Minister:  

                                                                                          Konstantinos Mitsotakis                                                              

 

Iran                                                                                       Ireland 

                                             
Supreme Leader: Ali Khamenei                                         Taoiseach: Albert Reynolds 

 

Israel                                                                                   Italy                          

                                                     
Leader: Yitzhak Shamir                                                    Leader: Francesco Cossiga 

 

  

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=Francesco+Cossiga&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3MDauTH_EaMwt8PLHPWEprUlrTl5jVOHiCs7IL3fNK8ksqRQS42KDsnikuLjgmngWsQq6FSXmJacWJ-crOOcXF2emJwIA8NKcUFYAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwicgfGg_bz4AhVqi_0HHYmbALgQzIcDKAB6BAgaEAE


 

 
COMMITTEE: HISTORICAL CRISIS 

 

 

Page 14 of 29 
 

Montenegro                                                                       Netherlands 

                                                   
Leader: Momir Bulatović                                                     Leader: Ruud Lubbers 

 

Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina                            Republika Srpska 

                                  
Leader:  Alija Izetbegović                                                  Leader: Radovan Karadžić 

 

Russia                                                                          Serbia 

                                       
Leader: Boris Yeltsin                                                     Leader: Slobodan Milošević 

Slovenia                                                                         Sweden 

                                               
 Leader: Milan Kučan                                                      Leader: Carl Bildt  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Momir_Bulatovi%C4%87
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milan_Ku%C4%8Dan
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Turkey                                                                             United Kingdom 

                                                                   
Leader: Turgut Özal                                                        Leader: John Major 

United States                                                                   United Nations 

                                                            
Leader: George H. W. Bush                            General Secretary:  Boutros Boutros-Ghali 

 

NATO 

 

Secretary-General: Peter Carington 

  

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=Turgut+%C3%96zal&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3MIrPKCx6xGjCLfDyxz1hKe1Ja05eY1Tl4grOyC93zSvJLKkUEudig7J4pbi5ELp4FrHyhJQWpZeWKByeVpWYAwDZ7TsPUwAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjno_-BgL34AhXei_0HHbpDAtIQzIcDKAB6BAgZEAE
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Background information:  

The series of wars that saw the end of Yugoslavia brought a close on an era and opened 

a new one alongside the dawn of a new millennium. This new era began in a path of 

violence, war crimes and geopolitics.  

 

The Balkans, for a measurably long time,  have been an ethnically diverse region in 

Europe. It served as a border of Western, Eastern and Islamic worlds. Its long history 

consists of many independent kingdoms as well as, even more empires attempting to 

conquer the region. The Byzantines, Ottomans, and Austrians all took their shot at the 

region. But, as nationalism took hold in the late 19th century, things would change. 

 

Yugoslavia: a unified kingdom of southern Slavs was a dream of their intellectuals as 

early as the 17th century. It'd be the ticket to their independence, a state united and a 

state that could resist foreign tyranny. Near the end of WWI, the southern Slavs under 

Austrian/Hungarian rule broke away as a state of Slovenians, Croats, and Serbs. They 

turned to the only sovereign nation who had an army in the area: the Kingdom of 

Serbia. They willingly entered a state of union with Serbia and Montenegro, forming 

the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenians on December 1st, 1918. It was later re-

titled to the Kingdom of Yugoslavia in 1929. 

 

Time passed, and the kingdom was faring well enough. But, in the late 1930s, the 

province of Croatia was pressured by Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy into pushing 

for more autonomy and perhaps even independence. In 1941, the kingdom was 

invaded, divided and conquered. The Croatians were offered an independent state by 

the Germans. Under a checkered flag, the separatist Croatians were encouraged to 

begin a genocide against the Serbs, inspired by old religious rivalries.  

 

Throughout the war, royalists and partisans fought against the occupation. 

Communist revolutionary Josip Broz 

Tito distinguished himself when he led 

the partisans to victory. Tito's partisans 

were devoted to him. And so, the 

former monarch of Yugoslavia was to 

remain in exile, as Tito, with some 

support from the Soviets, established 

the Socialist Federal Republic of 
(346) Feature History - Fall of Yugoslavia (1/2) - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4mxJjstwqMk
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Yugoslavia in 1945. The country was organized as a federation of six socialist 

republics: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Slovenia, and 

Serbia.  In addition, Serbia held the two autonomous states of Kosovo and Vojvodina. 

And hosted the country's capital of Belgrade.  

 

Under Tito, the country was a dictatorship. A one-party state with a president for life. 

It operated on propaganda and doing whatever was necessary to maintain 

brotherhood and unity. Due to disagreements with Stalin and risking a near-war with 

the Soviets, Yugoslavia became a strange blend of east and west in a time when that 

wasn't a good idea. It was a great idea, though, as foreign aid came in from both sides 

and the country began to liberalize and form a unique brand of socialism known as 

Titoism.  

 

Tito would revoke his former life as a poor farmer and his reputation as a war hero to 

remain relatable and beloved with the people he reigned over. He was quick to crack 

down on nationalistic sentiment and so held the country together firmly. But all knew 

it couldn't last. Tito died on May 4th, 1980, aged 87. The old man had left the people, 

and so what was after Tito? 

 

The answer would be yet again, Tito. The presidency was decentralized and became 

collective, made up of representatives and a mostly symbolic president of the 

presidency. They tried to pretend for almost a decade that Tito was living on. Only 

when the Cold War ended, the foreign aid ceased and the economy came tumbling 

down did the people realize Tito was gone. The problems caused people to search for 

someone to blame. 

 

In Kosovo, the blame was put on the Albanians living in the area. 

Kosovar Serbs claimed Kosovar Albanians were pushing them out of the country and 

began a counter movement against this. President of Serbia, Ivan Stambolic, decided 

he would send his right-hand man, 

Slobodan Milosevic, to quell the unrest in 

'87. When he arrived, however, he spoke 

only what the Kosovar Serbs wanted to 

hear. He created himself a devoted 

following. In what would be called the 

Anti-Bureaucratic Revolution, he used his 

supporters to force governments in 

(346) Feature History - Fall of Yugoslavia (1/2) - 

YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4mxJjstwqMk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4mxJjstwqMk
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Vojvodina, Montenegro, and Kosovo to be replaced with his allies. Eventually, 

Stambolic was forced to resign in favor of Milosevic in '89. 

 

With him and his allies in control of many areas in Yugoslavia, his representative in 

the presidency, Borisav Jovic, led a voting bloc, the powers used to erode the 

autonomy of Kosovo and Vojvodina. The 

Albanian miners of Kosovo collaborated in a 

strike against this in '89.  

Milosevic had federal police troops moved in. 

With this, he could crack down on the 

Albanians. This kind of action did not sit well 

with the republics of Croatia and Slovenia. 

Slovenia's media ran with stories of Milosevic 

"the fascist."  

 

Milosevic deemed that this was only spreading unfounded fear of Serbia and 

attempted to see authorities restrict Slovenia's press, only driving further sentiment 

that Slovenia must escape Serbia's influence. Milosevic attempted to use his Kosovar 

Serbs to depose Slovenia's dissident president, Milan Kucan. Croatia backed up 

Slovenia, refusing passage to the protesters. 

 

The political stalemate led to the 14th congress being convened in January 1990. The 

congress was attended by delegates from all 

republics and provinces. The debate was reform: 

Whether to offer more autonomy to the republics 

of Yugoslavia, or to build a stronger state of 

brotherhood and unity. Every proposal from 

Kucan was shot down by the Serbian voting bloc. 

The climate became tense, and very, very 

frustrating. The Slovenian delegation walked, 

leaving the congress. While Milosevic attempted to continue without them, Croatia, 

Macedonia, and Bosnia and Herzegovina walked too. Unity was nowhere to be found. 

 

When each republic held their first ever free election, nationalist parties began to 

defeat the former communist ones in Macedonia, Slovenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

and Croatia. In Croatia, the controversial Franjo Tudman had come to power under 

the promise to protect them from Milosevic. His nationalistic sentiment and his 
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readiness to embrace the old, checkered flag brought back painful memories of the 

genocides that had scarred many Serbian families.  

 

 The Croatian Serbs refused to let this happen again, and rose up in Knin in August, 

securing small arms and barricading 

roads. They demanded that if Croatia 

chose to secede, the Serbian-majority 

areas, or as they would later proclaim 

themselves, the Republic of Serbian 

Krajina, would not. Borisav Jovic, now 

head of the Yugoslav presidency, was 

ready to offer support to the Croatian 

Serb's concerns. 

 

Tudman, however, would not accept this, and had helicopters dispatch to Knin ready 

to put down the rebellion. Jovic showed his hand when two Yugoslav fighter jets 

intercepted the helicopters and forced them to return to base. Serbia's influence had 

now consumed the Yugoslav People's Army, and so Tudman would have to find his 

own way to fight. Hungarian arms began to be smuggled into Croatia, and at the same 

time, Slovenians held a referendum asking the people if they desired independence. 

The people answered yes.  

 

The results of the referendum, and later in '91, the exposure of Croatian arms 

smuggling, led to the Yugoslavian army commander requesting the presidency to 

enact a state of emergency. Croatian representative Stjepan Mesic strongly debated 

the army head and Jovic. He accused the two of attempting to create a greater Serbia, 

whereas the army head insisted foreign powers were conspiring to destroy 

Yugoslavia. Regardless of their credibility, it would lead to war. The vote was placed 

in the Bosnian representative's hands, and after some serious umming and erring, it 

was rejected.  

 

Things had calmed very, very slightly. But when Jovic's term came to an end in May 

and it was time that Mesic took head, he was blocked, and the title offered to another 

Milosevic loyalist. The Croatians responded with an independence referendum that 

won in a landslide, most likely because the Croatian Serbs didn't show up to vote. On 

June 25th, 1991, both the republics of Slovenia and Croatia declared their 

independence, beginning the very violent government collapse of Yugoslavia. 
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The fighting in Croatia had been on for some time. But now with the official 

declarations, the YPA saw fit to involve themselves. They moved an army to Slovenia's 

border, which immediately prompted reactions from 

the Slovenians. The meant-to-be (but it totally wasn't) 

decommissioned Territorial Defenses prepared 

resistance on border checkpoints and important roads, 

repelling the relatively small Yugoslav Force. A short 

war with little casualties, a rarity in future, the conflict 

would be creatively named the Ten-Day War. 

 

The European community placed pressure on the belligerence to open negotiations, 

leading to the Brioni Agreement on July 7th, '91. Croatia, Slovenia, and Yugoslavia 

agreed to withdraw the YPA from Slovenia and allowed Slovenia to take control of 

their borders, given that Croatia and Slovenia suspend their declarations for three 

months. These three months barely fazed the fighters battling in Croatia. But Slovenia 

used this time to make themselves into an actual country while the YPA prepared an 

invasion into their country that couldn't fail. The plan was scrapped, though, on the 

reason that Slovenia wasn’t as a pressing matter as Croatia or Bosnia would be. And 

so, Slovenia had slipped away, but at the cost of leaving Croatia in the YPA's sights. 

 

Tudman's fight stemmed from his 

insistence that he'd "defend every inch of 

Croatia." In spite of it, though, the rebels 

had made great successes, securing many 

Serb majority towns and then some. Later, 

the YPA itself arrived at the border as 

peacekeepers. Peacekeepers that allow the 

rebels to push forward and siege Vukovar 

in August. Things looked fairly bleak in 

Yugoslavia. So bleak that Macedonia passed a referendum and left, as simple as that. 

The bleakness also caught the attention of a Hague, who arranged a peace conference 

with all six presidents. Tudman insisted Croatia had the right to secede. Milosevic 

countered that then Krajina should, too. Lord Carrington, head of the conference, 

asked if Milosevic would be prepared to accept Croatian independence if it was 

subject to the human rights of Serbs living outside of Serbia. Milosevic answered yes. 

When the written deal arrived, though, it stated that all six republics would take this 

route. Milosevic could not agree. He had no intentions of breaking up Yugoslavia.  By 
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November, Vukovar fell, and those who had resisted were subject to massacre. By the 

dawn of 1992, a U.N. ceasefire would put a pause to the pain. However, another 

conflict had been brewing alongside the battle of Vukovar. 

 

Amongst the republics of Yugoslavia, by far the most diverse was Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, (which for the sake of the reader’s convenience will now be referred to 

as Bosnia) It consists of Croats, Serbs, and by a slim majority, Bosniak Muslims. As 

Yugoslavia fell, Bosnia found its own parliament 

divided across these ethnic lines. When talks of 

separation began in October '91, the Bosnian Serb, 

Radovan Karadzic, issued a stern warning to the 

parliament, a warning of a war they wouldn't 

win. A war that would see Bosniak extinction. 

The Bosnian Serbs held a preemptive referendum 

of their own and declared a state by January '92, 

The Republic of SRPSKA. Its goal was to remain in a common state with Serbia and 

Montenegro. Bosnia regarded that referendum unconstitutional and had another, that 

the Serbs boycotted. It passed, but with only 63% turnout. 

 

With independence declared in March, the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia 

officially ended in April. Now it was the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. Compared 

to the original nation t was a rump state, no longer claiming certain republics. The 

independence declaration combined with a targeting of Serbs by Bosnian green berets 

caused SRPSKA to declare their independence and begin shelling and securing areas 

in a move of support, all Bosnian Serbs were transferred from the Yugoslav army to 

the control of Karadzic's right-hand man, Ratko Mladic. This bolstered SRPSKA's rank 

and left Bosnian president, Alija Izetbegovic, very few ways to fight back. 

 

The siege of Sarajevo was a stalemate. But in the bigger picture, Bosnian Serbs were 

making major gains. Bosnian Croats began to eye up territory as well, seeking to 

emulate the Serbs. The war was characterized by brutality. Soldiers and civilians were 

targeted alike, as it was no war of armies, but ethnicities. 
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 Ethnic cleansing, prisoner abuse, and the 

massacres and mass rapes of civilians were 

committed by all sides. The violence also 

drove certain people to radicalize. Serb and 

Croat identities became points of 

significance, and some former secular 

Bosnians began to turn to Jihad.  

   

 

The sheer spectacle of complete disregard of human life had shocked Europe. And so, 

when U.N. general Philippe Morillon arrived in the Bosnian enclave of Srebrenica in 

May '93, he was desperately pressured by the people of the town to pledge his 

protection, and so rather hastily pledged it.  

The U.N. would attempt to wheel this back a bit, 

pledging instead that they would deter attacks to selected 

Bosnian enclaves. Now with these inconvenient 

obligations, they felt they must put an end to the war.  

The Vance Owen plan was proposed to divide Bosnia 

into ethnic provinces. The Bosnian Serbs would lose a 

fraction of its gains, however, it would solidify them. 

 

Karadzic did not see it this way, though, and rejected it 

much to Milosevic's disapproval. Regardless, the Croats would compromise when 

Tudman made peace with Izetbegovic. Croatia needed the Western support. Bosnian 

Serbs continued to fight, but the blatant shelling of civilians in Sarajevo drew 

unwanted attention. In early '94, NATO demanded they withdraw the heavy weapons 

from the hills in ten days. Not only did this 

irritate the Bosnian Serbs, but also Russia, 

who saw NATO as overlooking their 

assessment. Yeltsin would contact Karadzic, 

asking that he accept the ultimatum. And in 

return, Russian soldiers would enter the area. 

Karadzic quickly accepted. 

 

Mladic, however, took a petty revenge by 

attacking a U.N. safe area. The U.N. struck back with its first ever air strike in history. 

And then Mladic took U.N. soldiers hostage. This was an epiphany to the Bosnian 

  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oi

SgAiM0d8A&t=287s 

(346) Feature History - Fall of Yugoslavia (2/2) - 
YouTube 

(346) Feature History - Fall of Yugoslavia (2/2) - 
YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FEUXC0wRSL8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FEUXC0wRSL8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FEUXC0wRSL8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FEUXC0wRSL8


 

 
COMMITTEE: HISTORICAL CRISIS 

 

 

Page 23 of 29 
 

Serbs. They realized U.N. resolve was a bluff. They stormed Srebrenica in July '95, 

massacring the people as the U.N. did nothing. NATO knew it would have to reassert 

Western power and did so with very convincing airstrikes. 

 

Croatians, too, came out in force, and a new proper army reclaimed lost territory and 

exiled the Serbs from their homes of centuries. Those that wouldn't or couldn't leave 

died in the fires of their homes. It became clear that Bosnian Serbs cannot endure, and 

so Milosevic demanded the negotiation powers of SRPSKA on threat of economically 

crippling the republic. He got his way. 

 

After this, Milosevic, Tudman, and Izetbegovic were invited to Ohio to negotiate 

peace. A peace that would see a unified 

Bosnia of two separate legal entities.  Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, and the Republic of 

SRPSKA. Many disagreements nearly caused 

deadlock, the most contentious being on the 

splitting of Sarajevo. Eventually, Milosevic 

cracked and told Izetbegovic, "You deserve 

Sarajevo because you fought for it, and those 

cowards killed you from the hills." 

 

Peace was achieved December 14th, 1995.The accused war criminals Karadzic and 

Mladic fled. The former, even disguising himself as an expert on alternative medicine. 

They would, however, eventually see their day in court. Or rather years. Peace would 

not come so quickly, though. Some still had bones to pick, as the wars would end 

where they began, Kosovo. 

 

The situation today: 

It is 31 March 1991 and war is about to begin in Yugoslavia. A once-united federation 

made up of six neighboring republics, Yugoslavia’s existence was never a simple one. 

With constant ethnic and religious division, it seems that it was only a matter of time 

before a breakup would be imminent. But was that the only cause of Yugoslavia’s 

collapse? And how did the ethnic disputes actually lead to the destruction of an entire 

federation? Standing on the verge of the collapse of this highly heterogeneous country, 

we take a look at the past in an attempt to review the events that led to this state of 

affairs. 
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The presence of division and discord between the different ethnic groups within the 

borders of Yugoslavia had existed for a long while. This was not by any means a new 

development within the years before the collapse of the federation, but the matter did 

worsen following World War Two. 

 

Previously, Yugoslavia had been the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, made up of the 

Kingdom of Serbia and the State of Slovenes, Croats, and Serbs. This came to be as, 

shortly after the First World War, areas inhabited by these three Slavic groups pursued 

their independence from the Austro-Hungarian Empire and, being militarily unable 

to perform this, they looked for the support of the Kingdom of Serbia by joining it. 

The Kingdom of Yugoslavia was then transformed temporarily into the Democratic 

Federal Yugoslavia, and shortly after, the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, 

after long-held independence fights against the Germans that had occupied it during 

World War II. Something that later proved vital was that, before the unification of 

Yugoslavia, Croatia was made an independent state and during that period, a 

genocide against Serbs took place. It was at this time that Yugoslavia became a union 

between Croatia, Serbia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and 

Slovenia, which were all members of the League of Communists of Yugoslavia.  

 

Before the expansion of republics and particularly ethnic groups within Yugoslavia, 

there was already significant disunity between the Serbs and other ethnic categories, 

which served as a shaky foundation from the start. While nationalism was a raging 

problem within the federation from day one, there was a short stint of partial harmony 

thanks to President Josip Broz Tito. Tito was a wonderful promoter of “unity and 

brotherhood” (this phrase was his moto), and his efforts to curb the dangerous 

nationalism within his federation were impressively effective for some time. 

However, the methods he used to achieve this have been criticized, as they involved 

the use of violence and propaganda. Moreover, during Tito’s term as president, 

Yugoslavia became a regionally powerful nation industrially and had a well-effective 

economy. It appeared that the troubles of Yugoslavia were a thing of the past - until 

Josip Tito died.  

 

Leading up to the president’s death, the growing economy had begun to show favor 

to only some regions within the federation, and though Tito supported brotherhood, 

it appears he may have gone too far to support the individual republics’ right to 

national self-determination. The end of Tito’s administration also came around a time 
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of economic trouble for the federation as a whole. Yugoslavia was now heavily in debt 

after the 1973 oil crisis and trade barrier complications with the West, which quickly 

reversed the success that the federation’s economy had originally achieved. This also 

exacerbated the ethnic divisions, most notably between the south of the federation, 

which was viewed as vastly unproductive and undeveloped, and the entities of 

Slovenia and Croatia.  

 

With these new challenges and the death of the president who worked so hard to 

create unity within the federation, the ethnic divide was now the center point of 

Yugoslavia. One of the main causes of this was the fact that each republic failed to be 

split along ethnic lines, meaning that there were different groups within every border, 

and oftentimes each ethnic group was quite nationalistic. Furthermore, there was also 

a creation of two autonomous provinces within Serbia itself, known as Kosovo and 

Vojvodina, that complicated matters even more.  

 

When protests broke out in the late 1980s, as ethnic Serbs throughout Serbia and the 

autonomous provinces tried to fight back against, particularly, the Albanian majority 

of Kosovo, the thought was that Serbia’s communist leader, Slobodan Milosevic, 

would react by creating some type of unity. Instead, he justified the Serbs’ outrage 

directed at the Albanians and began to push for reduced autonomy of both Kosovo 

and Vojvodina.  

 

Eventually, after a series of protests known as the “Rallies of Truth”, supporters of 

Milosevic managed to oust the governments in both autonomous provinces, which 

then cleared the way for allies of Milosevic to be put in their place. The leadership of 

Montenegro was also deposed in 1989 after a second coup d’etat, and there too was 

placed a supporter of Milosevic. This was only the beginning of the conflict between 

Serbs and Albanians. 

 

Croatia and Slovenia were now joining the Kosovo dispute, coming to the support of 

the Albanian majority, which greatly angered the Serbs. Protests continued to be held 

and both police and military forces were called in to deal with what the Serbs viewed 

as an attack against Serbia and Yugoslavia as a whole - mostly in reaction to Kosovo’s 

calls to become the 7th republic within the federation. One Bosnian politician and 

current President of Yugoslavia, Raif Dizdarec, tried to calm the tensions in 1989 with 

a heartfelt speech to the Serbian protestors. “Our fathers died to create Yugoslavia. 

We will not go down the road to national conflict. We will take the path of 
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Brotherhood and Unity,” he said. Though the protestors reacted to his speech 

positively, it failed to end the protests - likely given the fact that the Serbs saw the 

actions of the Kosovo Albanians as the root of this national conflict.  

 

The lines were now clear - it was the Serbs and the Montenegrins against the 

Albanians, Croats, Slovenes, and even the leaders of Bosnia and Herzegovina. As the 

bickering republics aimed to resolve the disputes politically, the divide seemed to only 

widen, and following the dissolution of the League of Communists, Yugoslavia was 

forced into a multi-party system across all six republics. This was a major blow to the 

communists in the federation, as most of them were beaten by the end of the 1990 

elections. The fall of communism coincided with the same decline throughout the 

neighboring Soviet Union and its other allies and pushed the nationalistic identity 

within the Yugoslav federation even further.  

 

This sparked even more ethnic tension because there were minorities within each 

republic, such as the 12.2% of Serbs in Croatia, that were suddenly being threatened 

by their home’s opposition to their ethnic identity, while the memory of the genocide 

following World War II was still vivid. In this specific instance, the new Croatian 

leader, Franjo Tudman, claimed that he would protect “every inch of Croatia” from 

Milosevic and the Serbian threat, which created backlash from the ethnic Serbs in 

Croatia.  

 

In the light of these events, war is about to break out in the region. The events that will 

follow will decide the future of over 7 ethnic groups and any action taken has its 

weight multiplied by ten. There is no room for error. 

 

The problem, oversimplified:  

 

Following Tito’s death in 1980, the six states that composed what was then called 

Yugoslavia [Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, and 

Slovenia], slowly fell into a huge crisis. During the 80s, the economy gradually 

worsened and ethnic tensions rose between the many different nationalities and 

cultures that inhabited the countries. In the following years, the federation would be 

divided into 2 main blocs, those who craved independence and those who wanted to 

maintain the unity of the glorious Tito days. Mainly, the Croatians and Bosnians 

against the Serbs and all the Serb minorities. What followed in the next 2 decades was 
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a new era in a path of violence, war crimes, and geopolitics. Several states declaring 

independence, which then led to armed conflicts between minorities that were fueled 

and supplied by their home countries. The departure of several countries from the 

union finally resulted in the collapse of Yugoslavia. Starting in Slovenia, then Croatia 

and then Bosnia, the massacres went on and on.  There were no alliances, as every 

state either jumped from the sinking boat or solely served its own interests. It all ended 

with the total obliteration of the area once called Yugoslavia and with it, a large piece 

of the once thriving Balkan industry.      

 

Possible solutions:  

 

The Crisis could be handled in various manners. However, what all leaders should 

keep in mind is their country’s interests and the fact that human life is important, 

therefore too many casualties should be avoided.    

1. Total Independence: Each country has rights to the land they held before the 

collapse of Yugoslavia, minorities either learn to co-exist or are exchanged. 

2. Serbia Prevails: Through military action, Serbia gains ground in both Croatia 

and Bosnia and has the upper hand in the final negotiations. 

3. The West Prevails: Again, through military actions, Croatia, with the help of 

NATO air strikes, pushes the Serbian minorities and the YPA out of their 

mainland and advances into Serbia, as well as into the Serbian-occupied parts of 

Bosnia. This results in them having the upper hand in the final negotiations 

 

Treaties on the matter: 

Vance-Owen plan 

Vance-Owen plan (named after its principal 

negotiators, former U.S. secretary of state Cyrus 

Vance and former British foreign minister David 

Owen) was a peace plan devised by the European 

Community in early January 1993. It proposed the 

division of Bosnia into ten semi-autonomous ethnic 

provinces: 3 Bosnian (green), 3 Serb (red), 3 Croat 

(blue), as well as the neutral capital, Sarajevo 

(yellow). The Bosnian president Alija Izetbegovic, the 

Croatian president Fanjo Tudman and the leader of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peace_pla

ns_proposed_before_and_during_the_

Bosnian_War 
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the Bosnian Croats Mate Boban had all agreed to the plan and despite urges by the 

Serbian president Miloseciv, the leader of the Republic of Srpska Radovan Karadzic 

to sign, the Bosnian Serbs rejected the plan. This was because at that point, the 

Republic of Srpska had taken control of over 2/3 of the Bosnian land and by agreeing 

to the plan they would be giving up land. 

 

Dayton Agreement 

The General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, also known 

as the Dayton Agreement or the Dayton 

Accords, is the peace agreement reached at 

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton, 

Ohio, United States, on 21 November 1995, and 

formally signed in Paris, on 14 December 1995. 

These accords put an end to the three-and-a-

half-year-long Bosnian War, one of the 

Yugoslav Wars. 

The warring parties agreed to peace and to a 

single sovereign state known as Bosnia and Herzegovina composed of two parts, the 

largely Serb-populated Republika Srpska and mainly Croat Bosnian-populated 

Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

 

Chair’s personal message to the delegates: 

 

Dear delegates and Honorable Leaders, 

We are all excited to welcome you to this year’s MSKMUN and to introduce you to 

the topic, The Yugoslav Wars. This year we have decided to bring up a topic that came 

to pass not so long ago compared to the other conferences, one for instance, can refer 

to a relatively older person and receive much information, not to mention that the 

signs of war in the regions it engulfed still linger to this day. The war has been 

devastating for all parts and by researching on events such as the Siege of Dubrovnik, 

the Siege of Mostar or Vukovar one immediately realizes that there were no winners 

in the Yugoslav Wars.  

Your goal for this year’s HCC will be to minimize casualties and reach the optimal 

result for the nation you represent by using mainly negotiation and the minimum 

force possible. Remember that despite the ethnic differences, you used to be comrades 

and were all a part of a prosperous nation. Always bear in mind Raif Dizdarec’s speech 
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in 1989 and be extremely cautious when you take measures that may irreversibly 

damage your nation’s relations with its sibling ethnic groups... or the wrath of NATO.  

Remember that we’ll stand beside you, before and during the conference, to answer 

your questions and help you along. We recommend that you study the topic carefully, 

as it is a slightly complicated one. Also, pay special attention to the country you’ve 

been assigned to. We cannot wait until the conference! 


