
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

  

Committee: Environmental 
Topics: Methods of preventing and handling natural disasters 
 
Welcome dear delegates to this year’s MSKMUN. I hope that you will enjoy being a part 
of the environmental committee and the conference in general. In this committee you are 
called to find solutions about various ecological problems that our planet is facing. For this 
topic,  you  are asked  to  determine  ways  of handling  natural disasters.  To  help  in  your 
research, let’s have a look at the problem.  
 ALEXIADOY NORA
 
Dear delegates, 
It is a great pleasure that I welcome you to this year's MSKMUN. It IS AN honour for me 
to have the opportunity for this year to be one of your chairs and I'm looking forward to 
develop a constructive dialogue with all of you, during the conference. But to do this it is 
important to have some necessary knowledge on the subject. In this form you will find 
everything you need to write your own resolutions but don't be complacent. You will need 
to do your own research as well. 
My advice is just to enjoy it! 

 EFTHALIA ARGYRI
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Topic: Methods of preventing and handling natural disasters 

 

Timeline of events:  
 
 Before every problem, there have been many events that have played an important 
role  in  the  development  of  the  situation.  These  events  can  help  us  understand  the 
topic,  study  it  and  later  find  solutions  for  it.  Natural  disasters  have  been  a  big 
environmental  problem  for  many  decades  and  has  caused  much  real-estate  and 
property damage, economical issues and costed many human lives. With that said, 
there have been committed many crucial events having to do with the management 
of natural disasters. 
  

 
Schematic representation of the timeline: 
 

1962 -> The Buyin-Zara earthquake in Iran 
 
1963 -> Hurricane struck Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Jamaica and Trinidad 

and Tobago 
 

1965 -> (RES2034) The GA requests Member States Assistance in cases of natural 
disasters 

 
1968 -> Another earthquake hits Iran, the GA wishes to help the situation financially 

 
1971 -> Creation of UNDRO 
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1988 -> The preparation for the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction 

 
1st of January 1990 -> The beginning of the International Decade for Natural Disaster 

Reduction 
 

The 13th of October -> International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction 
 

2005-2015 -> HFA 
 

2015-2030 -> Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
 

 2018-2019 -> Resolutions A/RES/73/139, A/RES/73/136, A/RES/73/137 and 
A/RES/73/138 

 

Term dictionary:  
 
G5: The Group of Five (G5) encompasses five nations which have joined together for 
an active role in the rapidly evolving international order. Individually and as a group, 
the G5 nations work to promote dialogue and understanding between developing and 
developed countries. The G5 seek to find common solutions to global challenges. In 
G5 there are currently Brazil, China, India, Mexico and South Africa. 
 
G7: The Group of Seven (G7) is an inter-governmental political forum consisting of 
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States. Its 
members are the world's largest IMF (International Monetary Fund) advanced 
economies and wealthiest liberal democracies. 
 
G20:  The  G20  or  Group  of  Twenty  is  an  intergovernmental  forum  comprising  19 
countries and the European Union (EU). It works to address major issues related to 
the global economy, such as international financial stability, climate change 
mitigation, and sustainable development. The G20 consists of: 
Argentina 
 Australia 
 Brazil 
 Canada 
 China 
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 European Union 
 France 
 Germany 
 India 
 Indonesia 
 Italy 
 Japan 
 South Korea 
 Mexico 
 Russia 
 Saudi Arabia 
 South Africa 
 Turkey 
 United Kingdom 
 United States 
 
GA: The General Assembly (GA) occupies a central position as the chief deliberative, 
policymaking and representative organ of the United Nations. 
 
HFA: The Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) was the global blueprint for disaster 
risk reduction efforts between 2005 and 2015. 
 
UNGA: The General Assembly of the United Nations. 
 
UNDRR: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 
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Countries of major involvement: 
 Though  every  fulfilling  action  that  has  been  taken  for  the  reduction  of  natural 
disasters  is  the  work  of  the  UNGA*,  which  has  currently  193  Member  States,  no 
singular country has made a noteworthy action for the cause. Nevertheless, for some 
countries, this discussion is very important, since it talks about the livelihood of their 
people.  Also,  some  countries  can  help  the  situation  either  financially  or  politically 
more than others. 

Here you can see a map depicting how much several places are affected by natural disasters   

    

 
Disaster-prone developing countries, in particular the least developed countries, small 
island developing States, landlocked developing countries and African countries, as 
well as middle-income countries facing specific challenges, warrant particular 
attention  in  view  of  their  higher  vulnerability  and  risk  levels,  which  often  greatly 
exceed  their  capacity  to  respond  to  and  recover  from  disasters.  Such  vulnerability 
requires the urgent strengthening of international cooperation and ensuring genuine 
and durable partnerships at the regional and international levels in order to support 
developing countries to implement the Sendai Framework, in accordance with their 
national priorities and needs. Similar attention and appropriate assistance should also 
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be  extended  to  other  disaster-prone  countries  with  specific  characteristics,  such  as 
archipelagic countries, as well as countries with extensive coastlines. 
 There are some powerful countries that have been through many natural disasters 
and wish to play a role in this topic. For instance, Japan is subject to frequent natural 
disasters, including earthquakes, storms and floods, and landslides. Consequently, it 
has a long history of battling natural disasters, and it has been able to overcome their 
impact to some extent. Japan's disaster prevention technology is now among the most 
advanced  in  the  world,  and  the  country  has  for  many years  been  actively offering 
technical cooperation for disaster prevention activities in developing countries as well 
as providing funds. 
 Furthermore, countries that are economically stable, such as the G7 members, and 
countries that have declared their involvement with global issues,  especially when 
there is a need for developed countries cooperation with developing countries (and 
vice versa), such as the G5 members. The G7 could help by funding various means to 
help recovery from natural disasters, and the G5 can make communication easier and 
provide forms of strategy to prevent these disasters. Also, the G20* could lighten the 
load, since it specializes in climate change mitigation (for more talking about climate 
change, see ‘Background information’).  
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  Member countries in the G-20 
  Members of the European Union not individually represented 

  Permanently invited 
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Background information:  
 
As mentioned above, natural disasters are no new problem that threatens the health 
of the planet, and there are some details that can be crucial to deeply understand the 
topic. The Buyin-Zara earthquake killed more than 12,000 people, while the hurricane 
that struck Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago 
resulted in the loss of thousands of lives and causing considerable material damage. 
As result, the GA* requests Member States (in its resolution 2034) Assistance in cases 
of natural disasters to inform the Secretary-General of the type of emergency 
assistance they are in a position to offer. 
 The  GA,  responding  to  the  next  earthquake  that  hit  Iran,  requests  the  Secretary-
General and heads of specialized agencies, in the light of funds available, to bear in 
mind  the  needs  of  the  Government  of  Iran  in  connection  with  its  plans  for  the 
reconstruction of the devastated areas when deciding on the services to be provided 
to Member States. 
 
 The GA calls upon the Secretary-General to appoint a Disaster Relief Coordinator, 
who will be authorized, on his behalf to promote the study, prevention, control and 
prediction of natural disasters, to assist in providing advice to Governments on pre-
disaster  planning.  It  endorses  the  Secretary-General's  proposals  for  an  adequate 
permanent office in the United Nations which shall be the focal point in the United 
Nations  system  for  disaster  relief  matters.  This  led  to  the  United  Nations  Disaster 
Relief Office (UNDRO). 
 Recalling all the severe disasters that had happened, such as floods in the Sudan and 
Bangladesh, typhoons in the Philippines, hurricanes in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, locust infestations in Africa, the GA recognizes the need for reducing the 
impact of natural disasters and welcomes the progress report of the Secretary-General 
on the preparation for the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction and 
requests to develop a framework of action. 
 Supposedly trying to show its involvement with natural disasters, the GA proclaims 
the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, beginning on 1 January 1990 
and  decides  to  designate  the  second  Wednesday  of  October  International  Day  for 
Natural  Disaster  Reduction,  to  be  observed  annually  during  the  Decade  by  the 
international community. 
 The HFA* is adopted at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, held in Kobe, 
Hyogo, Japan. Its goal was to substantially reduce disaster losses by 2015 - in lives, 
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and in the social, economic, and environmental assets of communities and countries. 
Thus, the Sendai Framework is born. 
 The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030 was adopted at the 
Third United Nations World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, held in 
Sendai, Miyagi and Japan. 
 The General Assembly adopted four resolutions on coordinating humanitarian and 
disaster relief aid, as Member States echoed concerns that global crises and attacks on 
humanitarian  personnel  continue  to  increase  as  millions  of  people  are  forcibly 
displaced worldwide. 
 
  While  the  number  of  geophysical  disasters  reported  over  the  last  decade  has 
remained  fairly  steady,  there  has  been  a  steep  increase  of  hydro-meteorological 
disaster events (floods, tropical storms, droughts) since 19961. Many scientists assume 
that this trend will continue and could even be reinforced as a result of global climate 
change. 
 There are some important details regarding the Sendai Framework that are 
noteworthy: 
 While  some  progress  in  building  resilience  and  reducing  losses  and  damages  had 
been  achieved,  a  substantial  reduction  of  disaster  risk  required  perseverance  and 
persistence, with a more explicit focus on people and their health and livelihoods, and 
regular follow-up. Building on the Hyogo Framework for Action, the Sendai 
Framework aims to achieve the following outcome by 2030: The substantial reduction 
of  disaster  risk  and  losses  in  lives,  livelihoods  and  health  and  in  the  economic, 
physical, social, cultural and environmental assets of persons, businesses, 
communities and countries. 

 
A map of United Nations member states at the end of 1945. Light blue are member states, Dark blue are 

colonies of member states, grey are non-member states 
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 The  International  Day  for  Disaster  Risk  Reduction  was  started  after  a  call  by  the 
United  Nations  General  Assembly  for  a  day  to  promote  a  global  culture  of  risk-
awareness  and  disaster  reduction.  Held  every  13  October,  the  day  celebrates  how 
people and communities around the world are reducing their exposure to disasters 
and raising awareness about the importance of reining in the risks that they face. 
 At the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in Sendai, Japan, the 
international  community  was  reminded  that  disasters  hit  hardest  at  the  local  level 
with the potential to cause loss of life and great social and economic upheaval. Sudden 
onset disasters displace millions of people every year. Disasters, many of which are 
exacerbated by climate change, have a negative impact on investment in sustainable 
development and the desired outcomes. 
 It is also at the local level that capacities need to be strengthened urgently. The Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction is people-focused and action-oriented in its 
approach to disaster risk reduction and applies to the risk of small-scale and large-
scale disasters caused by man-made or natural hazards, as well as related 
environmental, technological and biological hazards and risks. 
 
 To reduce the number of deaths resulting from natural disasters, the UN launched 
the  Sendai  Seven  campaign,  which  focuses  on  the  seven  objectives  outlined  in  the 
Sendai  Framework.  This  framework  will  be  implemented  over  seven  years  (2016-
2022), providing one year for each objective: 
 
2016: To reduce disaster mortality. 
 
2017: To reduce the number of people affected. 
 
2018: To reduce economic losses. 
 
2019: To reduce disaster damage. 
 
2020: To increase the number of countries with response strategies. 
 
2021: To increase international cooperation with developing countries. 
 
2022: To make warning systems more readily available. 
 



  COMMITTEE: ENVIRONMENTAL 

 

Page 11 of 31 
 

 As  aforementioned,  climate  change  is  a  major  cause  for  many  dangerous  natural 
disasters. With increasing global surface temperatures the possibility of more 
droughts and increased intensity of storms will likely occur. As more water vapor is 
evaporated into the atmosphere it becomes fuel for more powerful storms to develop. 
More  heat  in  the  atmosphere  and  warmer  ocean  surface  temperatures  can  lead  to 
increased wind speeds in tropical storms. Rising sea levels expose higher locations not 
usually  subjected  to  the  power  of  the  sea  and  to  the  erosive  forces  of  waves  and 
currents. 
 

Previous attempts to solve the issue: 
 
 As the problem of natural disasters is not something the world has never faced before, 
there have been many attempts to prevent and handle the issue. Looking at some of 
these attempts could inspire you in a way in finding solutions of your own for the 
problem. 
  To start with, as mentioned in the timeline, there was resolution 2034, in which the 
GA  requests  Member  States  Assistance  in  cases  of  natural  disasters  to  inform  the 
Secretary-General of the type of emergency assistance they are in a position to offer. 
  Many decades later, the ‘Disaster preparedness and prevention (DPP) state of play 
and strategic orientations for EC policy’ was published by the European Commission 
Humanitarian  Aid  Office  (ECHO).  This  document  discusses  the  need  to  integrate 
disaster preparedness and prevention initiatives into development policy, focusing on 
the European Union (EU’s) shortcomings in fully ascribing to this position in its aid 
policy. 
  A couple of years later, in order of the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk 
Reduction, the Sendai framework had started to gain motion. That led to the creation 
of two documents: the ‘Sendai Declaration’ (which is self-explanatory) and the ‘Sendai 
Framework  for  Disaster  Risk  Reduction  2015  –  2030’,  which  contains  basically  the 
background that has been set around the current framework (the groundwork and the 
goals of the project). 
  Later, The General Assembly adopted four resolutions on coordinating humanitarian 
and  disaster  relief  aid:  resolutions  A/RES/73/139,  A/RES/73/136,  A/RES/73/137  and 
A/RES/73/138. 
  Adopting  the  resolution  titled  “strengthening  of  the  coordination  of  emergency 
humanitarian assistance of the United Nations”, the Assembly encouraged Member 
States to ensure that the basic humanitarian needs of affected populations, including 
water, food, shelter, health, including sexual and reproductive health, education and 
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protection, energy and information and communications technologies are addressed.  
It  encouraged  Member  States  to  ensure  that  women  and  girls  have  access  to  basic 
health‑care  services,  including  reliable  and  safe  access  to  sexual  and  reproductive 
services and mental health and psychosocial support. 
 The  Assembly  also  adopted  the  resolution  titled  “international  cooperation  on 
humanitarian assistance in the field of natural disasters, from relief to development” 
and  encouraged  Governments,  local  authorities,  the  United  Nations  system  and 
regional  organizations  to  address  the  vulnerabilities  and  capacities  of  women  and 
girls through gender responsive programming, including regarding sexual and 
reproductive health. 
  Adopting  a  resolution  titled  “safety  and  security  of  humanitarian  personnel  and 
protection of United Nations personnel”,  the Assembly welcomed the efforts of the 
Secretary‑General  to  provide  counselling  to  United  Nations  personnel  affected  by 
safety  and  security  incidents,  and  emphasized  the  importance  of  making  available 
stress management, mental health and related services for the Organization’s 
personnel throughout the system. 
  Lastly,  the  Assembly  adopted  the  resolution  titled  “White  Helmets  Commission:  
participation  of  volunteers  in  the  activities  of  the  United  Nations  in  the  field  of 
humanitarian relief, rehabilitation and technical cooperation for development”.  
 

The situation today: 
 
 The  situation  remains  unsure,  but  yet  some  promising  developments  have  been 
made, especially regarding the Sendai Framework. The International Day for Disaster 
Risk Reduction is an opportunity to acknowledge the progress being made toward 
reducing  disaster  risk  and  losses  in  lives,  livelihoods  and  health.  The  2021  edition 
focuses on “International cooperation for developing countries to reduce their disaster 
risk and disaster losses.”  This is the sixth of the Sendai Seven targets. The year 2021 
promises to be a make or break year when it comes to delivering on the policy agenda 
agreed in 2015. Without real action on climate in the next ten years, extreme weather 
events will be overwhelming, especially for developing countries. 
  The COVID-19 pandemic has reminded the world what the Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Rick Reduction 2015-2030 is all about: risk is systemic, interconnected and 
cascading. Climate change is driving increased risk across all countries, and 
unpredictable  hazards  can  have  devastating  cascading  impacts  on  all  sectors,  with 
long-lasting, debilitating socio-economic and environmental consequences. 
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  Over the next four years, UNDRR will concentrate on providing enhanced support 
to Member States to reduce risk, and accelerate risk-informed development pathways, 
against multiple complex risks in order to prevent disasters and ensure sustainable 
development. 
  This Strategic Framework sets out our goals and activity focus for the period 2022-
2025.  UNDRR*  will  prioritize  four  elements  within  our  Strategic  Framework,  as 
accelerators, or areas of work requiring focused attention to accelerate Sendai 
Framework implementation and achieve greater impact. 
 

The problem, oversimplified: 
 
Many aspects of the social environment are easily recognised: people live in adverse 
economic situations that oblige them to inhabit regions and places that are affected by 
natural  hazards,  be  they  the  flood  plains  of  rivers,  the  slopes  of  volcanoes  or 
earthquake zones. However, there are many other less obvious political and economic 
factors that underlie the impact of hazards. These involve the way assets, income and 
access to other resources, such as knowledge and information, are distributed between 
different social groups, and various forms of discrimination that occur in the 
allocation of welfare and social protection (including relief and resources for 
recovery). It is these elements that link our analysis of disasters that are supposedly 
caused mainly by natural hazards to broader patterns in society. 
These two aspects – the natural and the social – cannot be separated from each other: 
to do so invites a failure to understand the additional burden of natural hazards, and 
it is unhelpful in both understanding disasters and doing something to prevent or 
mitigate them. 
 Therefore, it is clear how much of a  serious hazard natural disasters are and how 
important it would be if there were practical solutions for them. Global warming is a 
phenomenon that all countries face and is one of the main causes of many disasters 
and  needs  to  be  taken  more  seriously.  There  have  already  been  many  previous 
attempts to solve this issue, some of which are now in progress. There are also many 
plans  for  the  future  that  aim  to  approach  the  problem  headfirst.  But,  nothing  can 
happen, unless people work together and realise how their actions are harming the 
planet. 
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Possible solutions: 
 
In your resolution, you are called to prepare many solutions and means to prevent 
and handle natural disasters. You will come across much information, and you will 
have to recognize which to keep and which you should overlook, when researching 
about this topic. For help in this researching journey, keep in mind you should answer 
the following questions: 
 

1. What can the UN do to truly help all countries, especially the less developed 
ones, in handling the various natural disasters that may strike at them? 
 

2. What measures can be taken to decrease the large effects of climate change? 
 

3. How big of a role does global warming play in the cause of natural disasters 
and how should the world handle this ecological phenomenon? 
 

4. What should the Sendai framework do next to help the situation? 
 

5. What  practical  solutions  could  be  suggested  to  stop  natural  disasters  more 
quickly and to cause less property damage? 
 

 Having these questions at the back of your mind while researching the topic will help 
you think of possible solutions. 
 

Treaties on the matter: 
 
 As  mentioned  in  ‘Previous  attempts  to  solve  the  issue’,  there  have  been  many 
resolutions and projects that aimed to find solutions for natural disasters.  
 
Here you can find the relevant fragment from resolution 2034, that mentions the GA 
requesting member states assistance on the matter:  
 https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/2034(XX) 
 
Here you can find the Sendai declaration:  
https://www.preventionweb.net/files/43300_sendaideclaration.pdf 
 
Here you can see the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015 – 2030: 
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https://www.preventionweb.net/files/43291_sendaiframeworkfordrren.pdf 
 
Here you can find the Disaster Preparedness and Prevention Working Paper: 
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/policies/dipecho/dpp_paper.pdf 
 
From here you can download resolution A/RES/73/139 (Note: don’t forget to 
download it in ENGLISH): 
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/1661229?ln=fr#record-files-collapse-header 
 
Here you can find A/RES/73/136: 
https://database.girlsrightsplatform.org/en/entity/nv62svtslj 
 
From here you can download A/RES/73/137  
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/1660766?ln=en 
 
From here you can download A/RES/73/138  
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/1659733?ln=en 
 

Chair’s personal message to the delegates: 
 
 Delegates I hope this form will help you in your research and assist you in finding 
solutions  for  this  very  serious  and  relevant  topic.  When  you  do  your  personal 
research, you will come across many different websites and sources and it might seem 
chaotic at first, but just keep in mind what this form says and you can embellish your 
knowledge with further information. 
 Please don’t forget to first do research on your own country: see what position your 
country has on the matter at hand, study its political background and carbon footprint 
and  in  general  anything  that  will  help  you  get  a  clearer  picture  of  the  countries 
relevance to the topic. This will also help you in getting a small idea of  how other 
countries  will  react  to  this  topic,  and  you  will  be  better  prepared  for  the  actual 
conference. Study which countries are your allies and which are not. 
 Don’t  be  anxious.  This  conference  does  not  wish  to  aggravate  or  to  stress  you.  It 
wishes to make you look at the world from a more analytical level and create well 
thought opinions about various problems that the world is facing and has been facing 
for many years. But most importantly, it wishes to give you a fun experience in which 
you  will  communicate  with  others,  have  a  good  time  and  even  make  friendships. 
Remember to have fun and good luck! Alexiadoy Nora 
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Topic: The restoration of ecosystems in Haiti  

Timeline of events:  

 
 
 

Term dictionary:  
 
USAID:  The  United  States  Agency  for  International  Development  (USAID)  is  an 
independent agency of the United States federal government  that is primarily 
responsible for administering civilian foreign aid and development assistance. 
 
G5: The Group of Five (G5) encompasses five nations which have joined together for 
an active role in the rapidly evolving international order. Individually and as a group, 

12 January 2010: A massive 
earthquake hit Haiti , in its wake 
left a plethora of environmental 
problems to compounding  the 
devastation and human misery 

inflicted on the country’s citizens

14-30 January 2010: Focus on 
search and rescue, emergency 
medical treatment and water 

supply. Many more deaths from 
injuries sustained on 12 January.

Frequent strong aftershocks and 
the entire population sleeping 

outside. Substantial evacuation 
of international staff and 

enormous and chaotic inflow of 
aid from hundreds of 

organizations. 

Port out of action and airport 
paralysed. Significant US military 

assistance provided. Large 
population movements out of 

the Port-au-Prince area.

February 2010:  Focus moves 
onto relief: shelter, food and 

water. Over two million 
displaced. Detailed assessment 
of disaster impact under way. 

Early recovery needs assessment 
and planning commences.

15-16 March 2010:  Launch of 
the Action Plan for National 
Recovery and Development 
(PARD) in Santo Domingo, 

Dominican Republic.

31 March 2010:  Major donors’ 
conference for recovery in New 

York. Release of the PARD.

1-2 June 2010: Second donors’ 
conference in Punta Cana, 

Dominican Republic, results in 
over US$7 billion in pledges.

29 June 2010:  Haitian elections 
announced.

4 October 2016: Hurricane 
Matthew makes landfall on the 

peninsula of the nation as a 
category 4, killing over 700 

(although estimates place the 
toll at ~1,600) and causing 

massive damage in its wake.

2019: The Haiti Biodiversity 
Fund was created

14 August 2021: 2021 Haiti 
earthquake causes widespread 
damage as of 15 August 2021 , 
304 people are reported dead 

and another 1.800 injured.
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the G5 nations work to promote dialogue and understanding between developing and 
developed countries. The G5 seek to find common solutions to global challenges. In 
G5 there are currently Brazil, China, India, Mexico and South Africa. 
 
G7: The Group of Seven (G7) is an inter-governmental political forum consisting of 
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States. Its 
members are the world's largest IMF (International Monetary Fund) advanced 
economies and wealthiest liberal democracies. 
 
CBC: Thanks to European Union (EU) funding, an ambitious UNEP-supported project 
is preparing the way for biological connectivity between ecosystems and habitats in 
the Caribbean. The Caribbean Biological Corridor (CBC) initiative, which began with 
a political declaration from the ministers of the environment of Cuba, Haiti and the 
Dominican  Republic,  aims  to  make  an  important  contribution  to  the  long-term 
conservation of biodiversity based on ecosystems connectivity across countries and 
beyond political boundaries. 
 
Organisation  internationale  de  la  Francophonie:  Is  an  international  organization 
representing  countries  and  regions  where  French  is  a  lingua  franca  or  customary 
language, where a significant proportion of the population are francophones (French 
speakers), or where there is a notable affiliation with French culture. 
 

Countries of major involvement: 
 
Sadly, Haiti in its time of need hasn’t gotten the amount of help it needs to restore all 
the damage caused from the disasters it has gone through. 
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 In the 2010 earthquake, Haiti did receive some help from its fellow neighbors: 

 
 Other than the Dominican Republic, a number of countries sent large contingents of 
disaster  relief,  medical  staff,  technicians  for  reconstruction  and  security  personnel. 
Notably, the governments of the United States, the UK, Israel, Canada, Brazil, Italy 
and Cuba all helped with one way or another, the situation. 
 Money was pledged by organisations and governments to assist in rebuilding, but 
only slow progress had been made after one year. After one year, there were still 1,300 
camps,  while  'Cash  for  work'  programs  are  paying  Haitians  to  clear  rubble.  Small 
farmers are being supported, so crops can be grown, and schools are being rebuilt. 
   In  the  2021  earthquake,  within  hours,  USAID  deployed  a  Disaster  Assistance 
Response Team (DART) to lead the U.S. Government’s response, search for survivors, 
assess needs, and provide lifesaving assistance. 
 Furthermore,  the  members  of  the  G5  and  the  G7  could  provide  more  economical 
stability, since the latter consists of the 7 most economically developed countries in 
the current world, while the former works to promote dialogue and understanding 
between developing and developed countries. 
  France–Haiti relations are foreign relations between France and Haiti. Both nations 
are members of the Organization internationale de la Francophonie. The first French 
to arrive to Haiti were pirates who began to use the island of Tortuga (northern Haiti) 

United Nations troops and police were sent to help distribute aid and keep order.

People from around the world watched the news from Haiti on TV and through social networks. Many pledged 
money over their mobile phones.

GIS was used to provide satellite images and maps of the area, to assist aid organisations.

Medical teams began treating the injured - temporary field hospitals were set up by organisations like the 
International Committee of the Red Cross.

Emergency rescue teams arrived from a number of countries, such as  Iceland.

Dominican Republic provided emergency water and medical supplies as well as heavy machinery to help with 
search and rescue underneath the rubble, but most people were left to dig through the rubble by hand.
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many centuries ago, as a base and settlement for raids against Spanish ships. So, as we 
can tell, France has had a comparatively big history with Haiti. Therefore, it would be 
effective if France also helps its former colony now that it is facing many problems, 
since France most likely knows Haiti on a deeper level than various other countries 
and can provide a more “to the point” approach to the issue. 
Here you are offered a map of the broadened area in which Haiti is located
 

 
 

Background information 
 

Environmental  issues  in  Haiti  include  a  historical  deforestation  problem, 
overpopulation, lack of sanitation, natural disasters, and food insecurity. 
  Deforestation in Haiti occurred primarily during the colonial period, and later 
after  the  Haitian  revolution  to  pay  a  post-independence  war  indemnity  to  France. 
Deforestation has led to soil erosion by decreasing tree cover and leaving soil exposed. 
In the present era, arboreal fallow or trees cleared for agricultural production are then 
transformed into charcoal as a secondary agricultural by-product. It was once believed 
that Haiti's reliance on agriculture to support its economy is another primary reason 
for deforestation. Reallocating land for forest means a reduction in land available for 
cultivation of crops, and currently the land available is insufficient to keep pace with 
the growing population of Haiti. 
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   Early researchers claimed that an increasing Haitian population contributed to 
the  degradation  of  the  environment.  However,  recent  research  places  Haiti  as  the 
country with the lowest per capita ecological footprint in the world. 
  The lack of sanitation and sewerage treatment in Haiti has led to an inadequate 
supply  of  safe  drinking  water.  City  sewerage  systems  are  insufficient,  and  many 
citizens have to use septic tanks. Local drainage systems primarily consist of open 
channels dug along the side of the road. The densely populated capital of Port-au-
Prince is especially at risk for water-borne diseases, with many of its citizens residing 
on flood plains in poorly constructed housing and a generally under-developed waste 
management system. Cholera has become one of the leading issues facing Haiti, and 
its recurrence is largely due to Haiti's poor sanitation system. 
  Haiti's  position  as  a  Southern 
island nation makes it particularly 
susceptible  to  the  effects  of  climate 
change. As a small Caribbean 
country,  Haiti  is  often  the  victim  of 
intense natural disasters such as 
hurricanes, tropical storms, and 
earthquakes, which have a large 
impact  on  both  Haiti's  environment 
and its citizens. 
   Haiti is home to an incredible 
biodiversity, with endemic species (native to a single defined geographic location) of 
mammals,  amphibians  and  plants,  but  this  biological  richness  is  threatened.  It’s 
imperative to protect, restore and transition towards sustainable and inclusive 
development. Haiti has been working for many decades to create 26 terrestrial and 
marine protected areas. Together with Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Dominican 
Republic,  it  forms  part  of  the  CBC,  a  platform  for  cooperation  to  guarantee  the 
protection of biodiversity, the connectivity of ecosystems and the services that they 
provide. Forest, mangrove and beach restoration are high in the priority list and where 
local  communities  play  a  key  role,  since  they  benefit  directly  from  sustainable 
economic activities such as apiculture (beekeeping), ecotourism or agroforestry. The 
Haiti Biodiversity Fund was created a couple years ago, to restore nature and by doing 
so, alleviate poverty. 
 
 

Previous attempts to resolve the issue: 
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As the world joins forces to support the people of Haiti on their long road of recovery 
following the January 2010 earthquake, plans and strategies should take into 
consideration past experiences from other post-disaster recovery efforts with respect 
to  integrating  ecosystem  considerations.  Sound  ecosystem  management  can  both 
support the medium and long-term needs for recovery as well as help to buffer the 
impacts of future extreme natural events, which for Haiti are likely to include both 
hurricanes and earthquakes. An additional challenge will be to include the potential 
impacts  of  climate  change  into  ecosystem  management  strategies.  That  is  why  the 
journal  article  ‘Ecosystem  Considerations  for  Post-disaster  Recovery:  Lessons  from 
China,  Pakistan,  and  Elsewhere  for  Recovery  Planning  in  Haiti’  was  written.  We 
should learn from past experiences in order to not repeat the some mistakes and think 
of more fruitful solutions.  
 As part of the International Day of Biodiversity, development partners announce the 
creation of the Haitian Biodiversity Fund (FHB), a sustainable financing mechanism 
for the protection and enhancement of natural resources and ecosystems. 
  This mechanism will thus make it possible to finance, in the long term and 
permanently, the management of biodiversity at the country level by facilitating in a 
strategic and transparent way access to certain financial means to local partners both 
public and civil society. 
 

The situation today:  
 
Once called the “Green Pearl of the Caribbean” for its vast natural wealth and lush 
tropical  forests,  today  Haiti  is  devastated  by  hurricanes,  earthquakes,  poverty  and 
famine. Due to intense deforestation and overgrazing, only 2% of the island’s original 
forest remains, making the country even more susceptible to natural disaster such as 
landslides and crop failures. Working closely with the Netherlands and Haitian Red 
Cross National Societies, Commonland is co-creating landscape strategies and 
partnerships needed to regenerate the natural infrastructure on the island’s, starting 
in  the  south  eastern  region,  in  La  Vallée  de  Jacmel.  Regeneration  that  will  help 
Haitians proactively adapt to future climate challenges and mitigate the risks from 
natural disasters. 
   
 

The problem, oversimplified:  
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Widespread deforestation is a critical concern in Haiti and poses a serious threat to 
the lives of Haitian citizens. This deforestation has led to flooding, dramatic rates of 
soil  erosion,  and  subsequent  declines  in  agricultural  productivity.  Haiti’s  valuable 
coastal and marine resources have been degraded by sediment deposit and 
overfishing, resulting in considerable loss in biodiversity. 
 

Possible solutions:  
 
Your task is to recommend various solutions that could end or at least handle 
the situation better. To help you in figuring out those solutions, try and answer to 
yourselves the following questions: 
 

• Which organizations could help Haiti restore its unique environment and 
ecological system? 

 
• Do you think that it would help the situation if the general public would 

know more about how serious and important this problem is? If yes, then 
how do you suggest that the people should be kept updated? 

 
• What  should  Haiti  change  with  its  system  (educational,  economical  et 

cetera), in order to provide a brighter future for its various species? 
 

• Could scientists help in any way the problem? 
 

• What stimuli cause this ecological wither, and how could they be stopped? 
 

Treaties on the matter:  
 
Here you can find the “Ecosystem Considerations for Post-disaster Recovery: Lessons 
from China, Pakistan, and Elsewhere for Recovery Planning in Haiti”: 
https://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol16/iss1/art13/ 
 
 
 
 

Chair’s personal message to the delegates: 
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We hope that this form has helped you understand the topic better and now 
you’re ready to write your resolutions. There are a few things that we would like to 
add generally about the conference. 

First, don’t forget that you’re representing a country and not yourselves. That 
means that you should do research to understand the political  and the economical 
state of your country and write basically what opinions and solutions your country 
would provide for the topic. 

 Since the topic focuses on a specific country, you should always be 
diplomatically  correct  and  represent  your  country,  without  insulting  any  other 
country, no matter the political background. You should, though, keep in mind which 
countries are your allies and which are not, so that you can find them during ‘lobbying 
and merging’ and behave accordingly during procedures, like the voting. 
 

Sources Used 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TLx3M8seWOI 
https://postconflict.unep.ch/publications/UNEP_Haiti_2010.pdf 
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/caribbean-biological-corridor-work-
progress 
https://www.haitilibre.com/en/news-27834-haiti-environment-creation-of-a-haitian-
fund-for-biodiversity.html 
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Topic: New technologies for enhancing renewable energy 
resources 

 

Timeline of events:  
 

 
 

Term dictionary:  
 
Renewable energy is energy that has been derived from earth’s natural resources that 
are  not  finite  or  exhaustible,  such  as  wind  and  sunlight.  Renewable  energy  is  an 
alternative to the traditional energy that relies on fossil fuels, and it tends to be much  
less harmful to the environment. 
 
Hydroelectric power, also known as ‘white coal’, is the modern form of hydropower. 
Flowing  or  downward  pouring  water  is  captured  and  turned  into  electricity  via 

1876: W. Adams discovers 
that selenium produces 

electricity when exposed 
to sun.

1883: Charles Fritts 
designs the first 

photovoltaic (PV) cell.

1941: The world’s first 
megawatt wind turbine is 

built and connected to 
power grid in Castleton, 

Vermont.

1956: Solar cells become 
commercially available.

1980: The world’s first 
wind farm consisting of 20 

turbines is built in New 
Hampshire.

1993: The first grid-
supported solar system is 
completed in Kerman, CA.

2006 – Global wind power 
production exceeded 

74GW.

2009 – Wind energy 
provided 2% of the total 
global electricity usage.

2014 – Wind energy alone 
contributes 20%-30% of 

the annual electricity 
demand in nations such as 

Denmark and Spain.

2019 – Over 35% of all 
new capacity added 

globally was solar PV 
capacity.

2020 – GlobalData 
estimates the annual wind 

installed capacity to 
decline by 8GW to 9GW in 
comparison to pre-COVID 

scenario.
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turbines and generators, which is then fed into the electrical grid to be used in homes 
and businesses. 
 
Solar energy is radiant light and heat from the Sun that is harnessed using a range of 
technologies such as solar power to generate electricity, solar thermal energy 
including solar water heating, and solar architecture. 
 
Wind energy captures wind through turbines and windmills, which can be used to 
power machinery or generate electricity. There are two basic types of wind turbines; 
the more common horizontal axis (like a propeller) and the vertical axis (shaped like 
an eggbeater). The vertical axis turbine can capture wind energy from all directions. 
 
Geothermal energy is the thermal energy in the Earth's crust which originates from the 
formation of the planet and from radioactive decay of materials in currently uncertain 
but possibly roughly equal proportions 
 
Bioenergy  is  a  type  of  renewable  energy  that’s  derived  from  biomass  (plant-based 
materials). A highly versatile energy source, biomass can be burned to create heat or 
generate electricity. Biomass can also create bioproducts like paper and fuel 
transportation through biofuels; the two most common being ethanol and biodiesel. 
 
NRDC each year reviews the most recent data to present an overall picture of the U.S. 
energy  sector,  which  is  undergoing  a  major  shift  toward  increasing  amounts  of 
renewable energy and cost-effective energy efficiency. 
 

 
Countries of major involvement: 
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Countries of 
major 

involvement

China

Germany

United 
States 

Brazil

India 

United 
Kindom

Canada

Italy 

Top 10 
countries by 

bioenergy 
installed 

capacity for 
2019

China

Germany

United 
States 

Brazil

India 

Sweden 

Thailand

United 
Kindom

Canada

Italy 

Top 10 
countries by 
wind energy 

installed 
capacity for 

2019:

China
Germany

United 
States 

Brazil

India 
Japan

France

Spain

Canada

Italy 

Top 10 
countries by 

installed 
solar 

photovoltaic

China

Germany

United 
States 

Australia

India 

Japan

France

Spain

United 
Kindom

Italy 
Top 10 

countries by 
hydroelectric 

power installed 
capacity for 

2020

China
Brazil 

United 
States 

Canada

India 
Japan

Russian

Norway

Turkey

Italy 

Top 10 
countries by 
Geothermal 

Energy installed 
capacity for 

2019

Philippines

Indonesia

United 
States 

New Zeland

Turkey

Mexico 

Kenya

Japan

Iceland

Italy 
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 Background information 

 
  

Palaeolithic Age : Cavemen burn 
wood (and other forms of biomass) 

for heating and cooking.

672 BC. : Ancient Chinese use curved 
mirrors to start fires for warmth and 

cooking.

1 BC. : The first recorded water 
wheel is invented in Greece.

60 AD. : Romans build bathhouses 
around hot springs. For centuries 

before and after, Chinese, Japanese, 
Native Americans and other 

indigenous people use the heat from 
hot springs for warmth, bathing and 

cooking

100-400. : Roman architect Vitruvius 
builds bathhouses featuring south-

facing windows (made from 
transparent materials like mica or 
glass) to trap in the suns heat and 

direct it towards bathwater, thereby 
heating it.

500-900: The Persians (in modern-
day Iran) develop the windmill to 

mill grain and pump water.

1300s. :A small town in France called 
Chaudes-Aigues (translates to hot 

waters) develops the first 
documented geothermal district 

heating system. Over 30 natural hot 
springs heat homes via wooden 

pipes.

1767. : Swiss scientist, Horace de 
Saussure, builds a device coined the 
"Hotbox" -a rectangular wooden box 
with a glass top that can boil water.

1827. : French engineer, Benoit 
Fourneyron, builds his first 

prototype for a new model of the 
water wheel called a turbine.

1839.: French scientist, Edmond 
Becquerel, discovers the photovoltaic 
effect, the chemical phenomenon of 

converting light to electricity in a 
solar cell.

1854 : American engineer and 
inventor, Daniel Halladay, 

manufactures the first commercial 
windmill in the United States

1873. : English electrical 
engineer, Willoughby Smith 

discovers the photoconductivity 
of selenium This will lead to the 
modern solar cell found in solar 

panels.

1876. German inventor, Nikolas Otto, 
invents the four-stroke internal 

combustion engine. It runs on the 
biofuel, ethanol.

1878. English engineer and 
industrialist, William Armstrong, 

combines the works of his 
predecessors and builds the first 

hydroelectric power station on his 
estate in Northumberland,

1896. : German inventor, Rudolph 
Diesel, develops and patents the 

diesel engine. Diesel creates his own 
fuel called biodiesel (made from 

vegetable oil).
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Previous attempts to solve the issue:  
 
In  general,  efforts  are  being  made  to  increase  the  use  of  renewable  sources.  More 
specifically, the EU has set two main objectives:  

•  cutting greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% (compared to 1990) by 2030 
•  becoming a climate neutral continent by 2050 

In  order  to  achieve  this,  every  two  years,  EU  countries  report  on  their  progress 
towards the EU's renewable energy goals.  
 
Some key findings from the latest EU-wide report, published in 2017 (based on the 
2015 national reports and other data) : 

1911 : Italian businessman, Pievo 
Ginori Conti builds the first 

comercial geothermal power plant 
in Larderello, Italy

1937: The Hoover Dam in the United 
States opens and begins to generate 

hydroelectric power. The largest 
dam in the world at the time of its 

completion.

1827. : French engineer, Benoit 
Fourneyron, builds his first 

prototype for a new model of the 
water wheel called a turbine.

1954. : The birth of the solar cell, 
Daryl Chapin, Calvin Fuller, and 

Gerald Pearson of Bell Laboratories 
co-invent the silicon photovoltaic 

(PV) cell.

1958. : The world's first "wet steam" 
geothermal power plant opens 

Wairakei, New Zealand- located in 
the Taupo Volcanic Zane.

1958. : Launched in the US the 
Vanguand 1 satellite becomes 

the first spacecraft to use solar 
panels.

1966 : La Rance tidal power 
plant, the world's first, opens in 

France.

1973 : The 1973 oil price crisis hits when 
foreign suppliers declare an oil embargo. 

This event amps up research into 
renewable energy sources like solar 

energy,hydropower and wind energy.

1980. : The world's first wind farm 
(20 turbines) opens in New 
Hampshire, United States.

1991 : The world's first floating 
offshore wind farm opens in 

Vindeby, Denmark. Later that year, 
the UK first onshore wind farm 

opens in Cornwall.

1999 : The pity of Kristianstad in 
Sweden takes the first steps to one 
day becoming Pusail fuel free the 

city has invested heavily in 
renewable amery including two 

biofuet refineries that fuel their cars 
and generate electricity

2012 :The Three Gorges Dam in  
China is completed. It becomes the 

world's largest hydroelectric power 
plant,overtaking the Itaipu Dam 

located between the border of Brazil 
and Paraguay.
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•  In its final energy consumption, the EU as a whole achieved a 16% share of 
renewable energy in 2014 and an estimated 16.4% share in 2015. 

•  The vast majority of EU countries are well on track to reach their 2020 binding 
targets for renewable energy, but all countries will have to continue their efforts 
to meet these targets. 

•  The transport sector achieved a 6% share of renewable energy in 2015, so some 
EU countries will have to intensify their efforts to reach the 10% binding target 
for transport by 2020. 

 

The situation today:  
 
The EU is today a frontrunner on renewable energy and has already taken significant 
measures to boost its use. Across the EU, the share of renewable energy in final energy 
consumption has increased from 9.6% in 2004 to 19.7% in 2019. Currently, 34% of our 
electricity comes from renewable sources. 
 
In the United States, NRDC is helping to bring the benefits of renewable energy to 
more communities around the globe. Americans develop and support policies that 
unleash  growth  in  wind  and  solar  power,  working  at  the  state  level  to  secure 
renewable energy standards, promote net metering and encourage officials to develop 
strong plans to reduce carbon pollution. 
 
Leaders in China and India are also turning to wind and solar power to reduce climate 
change  pollution  and  sustain  economic  growth.  In  China,  NRDC  supports  the 
development  of  a  flexible  power  grid  capable  of  handling  a  high  penetration  of 
renewable energy. 
 

The problem, oversimplified:  
 
Today,  the  planet  is  facing  strong  environmental  risks.  Exponential  increase  of  air 
pollution is not the only one. Greenhouse effect, increase in average global 
temperature,  increase  in  natural  disasters.  These  are  just  some  of  the  dangers  that 
threaten  to  destroy  the  planet.  These  dangers  are  mainly  related  to  the  growing 
unsaturated energy demand, which is mainly caused by the continuous burning of 
fossil fuels (eg oil). At the same time the total cost of mining is increasing rapidly. The 
goal is to turn renewable energy into the main source of energy for the needs of 
humanity. But how could this be achieved? 
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Possible solutions:  
 

•  If  the  younger  generation  became  familiar  with  renewable  energy  sources 
through actions such as the Sustainable Energy Week organized by the 
European Union, could they increase their use? 

 
•  Concerning the countries that have gas deposits, which are not used, would 

their exploitation 
have an impact, and how could it be achieved? 

 
•  Could countries that have exploitable energy reserves at their disposal channel 

their knowledge to others through agreements? 
 

•  How could replacing conventional energy sources with clean ones contribute 
to solving the 
problem? 

 

Treaties on the matter:  
 
Here you can find information concerning the EU-wide targets for 2030 and 2050: 
 

•  2030 climate & energy framework: https://ec.europa.eu/clima/eu-
action/climate-strategies-targets/2030-climate-energy-framework_en 

 
•  2050 long-term strategy: https://ec.europa.eu/clima/eu-action/climate-

strategies-targets/2050-long-term-strategy_en 
 
 

Chair’s personal message to the delegates: 
 
I believe that after reading the BGP, you have acquired some knowledge to move the 
process forward. I hope it helped you to understand the matter better! 
It is very important to seek, to experiment, to try to draw up, innovative, original, 
proposals for your resolutions. 
Good Luck! 
Efthalia Argyri 
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Sources Used 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geothermal_energy 
https://www.nrdc.org/issues/increase-renewable-energy 
https://www.eia.gov/energyexplained/renewable-sources/ 
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/nrdcs-annual-energy-reports 
https://www.projectsolaruk.com/blog/history-renewable-energy-began/ 
https://justenergy.com/blog/7-types-renewable-energy-future-of-energy/ 
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/renewable-resources/ 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/QANDA_21_3544 
https://www.power-technology.com/comment/renewable-energy-timeline/ 
https://www.comparethemarket.com.au/energy/history-renewable-energy/ 
https://wayback.archive-
it.org/12090/20210802082910/https:/ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/renewable-
energy/progress-reports_en 
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/renewable-energy/directive-targets-and-
rules/renewable-energy-targets_en 
https://www.eea.europa.eu/airs/2018/resource-efficiency-and-low-carbon-
economy/renewable-energy-sources 
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