
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee: North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 

Dear delegates, 

Welcome to MSKMUN 2023. My name is Konstantinos Tigkas and I am honored to have the 

title of the NATO’s main chair for MSKMUN 2023. Attending MUN conferences has been in 

my interest for the last 4 years due to my being keen on staying politically aware. This will be my 

5th time chairing and first time in the NAT O the establishment of which I consider as a both 

important and intriguing addition to the conference. Thus, I am expecting great showing from the 

committee, being confident that the cooperation among chairs and delegates will be fruitful. Feel 

free to contact me for further information via email ktigkas@outlook.com 

 

Dear delegates, 

 My name is Konstantinos Bratos, I am 16 years old, and I will be starting High School at 

Anavryta this fall. I will be introducing you to the topic of conflicts between NATO members via 

this study guide. This should cover most of it, but I urge you to conduct your own research as 

well. Feel free to contact me at bratosk@hotmail.com for any questions you might have regarding 

the topic or the study guide. 

 

Greetings dear delegates, 

My name is Andreas-Nektarios Tsouchantaris, I am 19 years old and I am one of the three chairs 

of the NATO committee for this year’s conference. I would like to welcome you all to MSKMUN 

2023’s conference and I wish everyone a fruitful debate! 

               

file:///C:/Users/adamantialora/Downloads/ktigkas@outlook.com
mailto:bratosk@hotmail.com
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Topic: Conflicts Between NATO Members 

 

Timeline of events: 

 

4 April 1949 The North Atlantic Treaty (NAT) is signed by the NATO 

members, declaring the cooperation between them in case of 

an attack as well as the non-aggression within NATO 

members. 

20 July 1974 Turkish invasion of Cyprus, occupying 40% of the country. 

The occupation is still going on. 

01 April 2001 The Hainan Island incident occurred when a US and a Chinese 

aircraft collided in mid-air, resulting in an ugly diplomatic 

row between Washington and Beijing. 

31 October 2018 Turkish armed forces shelling of People’s Protection Units 

(YPG) in Northern Syria.  

11 January 2019 The US withdrawal from Syria began. 

Mid-August 

2020 

Turkey’s drilling program began and resulted in rising 

tensions between Greece and Turkey, primarily involving 

a maritime dispute over oil, natural gas, and other resources 

under the eastern Mediterranean 

24 March 2022 According to a statement by NATO Heads of State and 

Government, NATO condemns the invasion in Ukraine by 

Russia and agrees to help Ukraine in the post-war era. 

Although, individual countries including the UK and the US 

are providing weapons to Ukraine, such as missiles and 

armoured vehicles. 

22 June 2022 A new front in tensions between Russia and NATO has 

opened up after one of the Western military alliance’s 

members, Lithuania, banned the transit of some goods coming 

from Russia to its exclave Kaliningrad on the Baltic Sea. 

28 June 2022 At the Madrid NATO Summit, Finland and Sweden were 

invited to join the Alliance but the Russian President Vladimir 

Putin stated that if Sweden and Finland join the alliance , it 

will be perceived as a provocation since NATO’s expansion is 

a direct threat to his country’s security.  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/aug/13/greek-military-put-on-high-alert-as-tensions-with-turkey-rise
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/aug/13/greek-military-put-on-high-alert-as-tensions-with-turkey-rise
https://carnegieeurope.eu/strategiceurope/82587
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Turkish Invasion of Cyprus 

Source: https://massispost.com/2022/07/the-1974-turkish-invasion-of-cyprus/ 

 

Terms dictionary 

Conflict: Conflict is a state of open, often prolonged fighting, a battle or war.  

 

NATO: The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is an 

intergovernmental military organization consisting of 30 European and North 

American countries. The main goal of NATO is to implement the North 

Atlantic Treaty (NAT) which purpose is peacekeeping and forming a collective 

defense against any attacks from threatening parties. 

 

NAT: The North Atlantic Treaty (NAT), also referred to as the Washington 

Treaty, is the treaty that forms the legal basis of, and is implemented by, the 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization. The Treaty was signed in Washington 

D.C., on 4 April 1949. It consists of 14 articles summing up the duties of the 

members, guidelines and further actions that can be taken when the Treaty is 

instated. 

 

Seismic Vessel: Seismic vessels are ships that are solely used for the purpose of 

seismic survey in the high seas and oceans. A seismic vessel is used as a survey 

vessel for the purpose of pinpointing and finding the best possible area for oil 

drilling in the middle of the oceans. Companies and/or countries engaged in 

the oil drilling process make use of such vessels so that they find the best 

https://massispost.com/2022/07/the-1974-turkish-invasion-of-cyprus/
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possible subsea areas to drill oil. Another major reason such seismic vessels are 

so important, is that if oil drillers do not get the best subsea location to drill the 

oil and gas, then it could lead to dangerous and threatening consequences for 

the marine eco-system. 

 

 
Turkish Seismic Vessel 

Source: https://images.hamodia.com/hamod-uploads/2020/09/2020-09-

13T100445Z_1148057093_RC2MXI9LQ808_RTRMADP_3_TURKEY-GREECE.jpg 

Countries of major involvement  

 

 

United States 

 

The United States of America play a significant role within the NATO. Their influence 

during conflicts is huge, since they can shift the balances at any given argument, using 

the Veto power. In 2018, conflict between Turkish armed forces and the Syrian army 

with the support of YPG in Northern Syria was imminent, until the US sent army in 

the region, giving an end to the tensions and any possible conflict.  

https://images.hamodia.com/hamod-uploads/2020/09/2020-09-13T100445Z_1148057093_RC2MXI9LQ808_RTRMADP_3_TURKEY-GREECE.jpg
https://images.hamodia.com/hamod-uploads/2020/09/2020-09-13T100445Z_1148057093_RC2MXI9LQ808_RTRMADP_3_TURKEY-GREECE.jpg
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Turkey 

 

Turkey ignited the tensions in the Mediterranean during August of 2020, when a 

Turkish seismic vessel began carrying our surveys in waters where Greece and Cyprus 

claim authority, shadowed by Turkish warships. The aggression from the Turkish side 

towards their Mediterranean allies (mostly Greece) continues to this day. However, 

the peak of their aggression was, as stated above, the tensions in Northern Syria in 

2018, with Turkish armed forces shelling Syrian army positions and being ready to 

attack, before the US intervention in the region.  

 

 
France 

 

The French Government, throughout the history, has been interested in the 

Mediterranean, actively taking part in the events occurred in the region, either being 

tensions, or trading in the area. This justifies their total support to the Greek side in 

the tensions between them and Turkey. In fact, event joint naval exercises occurred 

between the naval armies of France, Greece, Italy and Cyprus in September of 2020, to 

send a message to Ankara of their supporting of the Greek side.  

 

 
Greece 
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The tensions between Greece and Turkey have always been present, from the Greek 

revolution against Turkish occupation in 1821, the catastrophe of Asia-Minor in 1922 

to the Turkish invasion of Greek-majority Cyprus in 1974.. Their goal is to maintain 

the sovereignty in the Aegean maritime boundaries, by intercepting any Turkish 

violation. This is a huge issue between the two nations and has been a topic of 

discussion multiple times throughout the years, within the NATO Alliance. Greece 

was also the country that proposed the joint naval exercise in 2020, in response to the 

Turkish seismic vessels and general offensive policy towards Greece.  

 
Italy 

 

Italy, just like France, is interested in the Mediterranean conflicts, for geopolitical 

reasons. Following the stance of the French side, they also participated in the naval 

exercise in 2020 to show their support to the Greek side in the tensions between the 

latter and Turkey.  

 

 
Russia 

The NATO-Russia Council (NRC) was created on 28 May 2002 during the 2002 NATO 

Summit in Rome. In early March 2014, tensions increased between NATO and Russia 

as a result of Russia's move to annex Crimea. The 2022 Russian invasion of 

Ukraine caused a drastic deterioration in Russia-NATO relationships: the 2022 NATO 

Madrid summit declared Russia "a direct threat to Euro-Atlantic security". 

 

Background information:  

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (for short NATO) is an intergovernmental 

military organization consisting of 30 European and North American countries. The 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2002_Rome_summit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2002_Rome_summit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annexation_of_Crimea_by_the_Russian_Federation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2022_Russian_invasion_of_Ukraine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2022_Russian_invasion_of_Ukraine
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main goal of NATO is to implement the North Atlantic Treaty (NAT) which purpose 

is peacekeeping and forming a collective defence against any attacks from threatening 

parties. The Treaty consists of 14 articles summing up the duties of the members, 

guidelines and further actions that can be taken when the Treaty is instated. 

The goal of collective defence is codified in Article 5 NAT. It states that an attack 

against one member of NATO should be considered an attack against all. In this case, 

all other NATO allies will assist the said attacked member. However, the article 

doesn’t mention anything specific about a member attacking another member. In fact, 

the Treaty doesn’t dedicate any explicit provisions regarding members attacking each 

other. Also, it is important to note that this article does not make a distinction between 

NATO members and external attacking parties. This could imply that the article could 

even be triggered when the attacking party is a NATO ally. Since an event like this 

never occurred, there are no precedents to look into. 

Another Treaty article that could give us more insights into the consequences of such 

conflict between allies, is Article 8 NAT. The specific article states that ‘Each Party 

undertakes not to enter into any international engagement in conflict with this 

Treaty’. Knowing that the main purpose of the Treaty is peacekeeping and preventing 

attacks against NATO members, this could imply that fighting allied nations means 

disobeying the article and therefore breaching the Treaty. 

 

Since the Treaty itself doesn’t have explicit provisions on governing a war between 

NATO allies, the consequences for such actions are not perfectly clear. However, the 

Treaty gives guidelines which could provide a potential, yet discussable answer. 

 

Article 5: The possibility of attacking another ally: 

 

If a member of NATO is attacked by another member it would, in theory, mean Article 

5 NAT will take effect: an attack against one member is an attack against all NATO 

members. According to this article, the attacking ally will be targeted. The said 

member could be seen as the initiator or so-called ‘aggressor’. The consequences for 

the ally could depend on whether they are the aggressor or not. However, in reality, 

determining an aggressor in a complex military conflict could not always be that easy 

if both parties are fighting. Even if this would be possible, the Article on its own is 

rather confusing and up for interpretation in this scenario. This would mean both 

countries would trigger this clause. 

 

Article 8: The possibility of expelling allies from NATO? 
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Article 8 NAT could give more clarification on what the consequences could be for 

members that get into a military conflict with each other. The Article summons an 

obligation to refrain from any activities that could form a conflict with the provisions 

mentioned in the Treaty. Whenever an allied member decides to attack another ally it 

would mean that they breach Article 8 (and with it the fundamental principles) of the 

Treaty. 

The consequences could depend on what role the fighting country would have. For 

example, if a country that is attacked is purely fighting back out of self-defence, the 

collective self-defence, as mentioned in Article 5 NAT, may be in favor of the 

defending country. Assuming that both countries are breaching the Treaty (Article 8 

and Article 5 NAT) it is still unclear what the consequences would be. The Treaty itself 

doesn’t have any provisions dedicated to expelling any members. 

 

Throughout NATO’s history, the greatest risk of dispute, is between Greece and 

Turkey. Although both countries joined the Alliance in 1952, their co-existence did not 

erase the centuries of animosity between the two nations. Τhe two governments have 

come to blows on several occasions, with the biggest one being, the Turkish invasion 

of Cyprus (July 1974). Turkey occupied the 40% of Cyprus and exiled the native 

populations. The occupation continues up to this date.  

Apart from the Invasion of Cyprus, another huge blow to the relationship of the two 

nations is the constant violation of Greece’s maritime boundaries in the Aegean Sea. 

More specifically, when the Turkish drilling program began during August 2020, a 

Turkish seismic vessel, shadowed by Turkish warships, began conducting 

investigations, in waters, where Greece claims to have the authority of. This situation 

led to German foreign minister Heiko Maas stating “Any small spark could lead to 

catastrophe.”. That prompted Turkey to withdraw the military drills from Cyprus’s 

northern coast in September of the same year, with Greece planning rival navy 

exercises with France, Cyprus, and Italy.  

But the tensions with Greece were not the only ones Turkey has been involved over 

the years. In 2017, the United States of America decided to military support an 

organization named “Syrian Democratic Forces” in its efforts to eradicate “ISIS” in 

Northern Syria. The People’s Protection Unit (YPG) is a Kurdish faction, part of the 

SDF. Turkey opposed to the US’ support towards the YPG, in the fear of Kurds gaining 

territories, near the border of Syria, if “ISIS” were to be defeated. The tensions kept 

rising. On January 6th, 2019, the USA, as a condition for their withdrawal, imposed 

the security of their allies. The withdrawing process kicked off on January 11th.  
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US Forces in Syria 

Source: https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20210319-us-forces-arrive-to-syria-carrying-

weapons-logistical-materials/ 

 

In June 2022, Allied leaders agreed on a fundamental shift in NATO’s deterrence and 

defence, with strengthened forward defences, enhanced battlegroups in the eastern 

part of the Alliance, and an increase in the number of high readiness forces to well 

over 300,000. Leaders also agreed to invest more in NATO and to increase common 

funding. During the Summit, NATO’s closest partners Finland and Sweden were 

invited to join the Alliance, a significant boost to Euro-Atlantic security. Allies further 

agreed on long-term support for Ukraine through a strengthened Comprehensive 

Assistance Package. 

 

Leaders endorsed a new NATO Strategic Concept, the blueprint for the Alliance in a 

more dangerous and competitive world. It sets out NATO’s approach to Russia and 

to other threats, including terrorism, cyber and hybrid. For the first time, the Strategic 

Concept addresses the challenges posed by China. Leaders agreed on steps to fight 

climate change, including targets to cut NATO greenhouse gas emissions and move 

towards Net Zero by 2050. A new NATO Innovation Fund to help the Alliance 

sharpen its technological edge was also launched at the Summit. NATO leaders met 

with key partners to address global challenges and Indo-Pacific partners Australia, 

Japan, New Zealand, and the Republic of Korea participated together in a NATO 

https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20210319-us-forces-arrive-to-syria-carrying-weapons-logistical-materials/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20210319-us-forces-arrive-to-syria-carrying-weapons-logistical-materials/
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Summit for the first time. Allies also recommitted to the fight against terrorism, and 

addressed NATO’s response to threats and challenges from the Middle East, North 

Africa and Sahel. 

 

At his closing press conference the NATO Secretary General said: “We face the most 

serious security situation in decades. But we are rising to the challenge with unity and 

resolve.”  

 

Previous attempts to solve the issue:  

Treaties have not been formed since the NAT, so there have not been any attempts to 

solve the issue, except from what has been verbally agreed upon in NATO summits. 

The most recently is the Madrid Summit Declaration issued in June, 2022.  

 

The situation today:  

Today, the topic continues to be of high importance whilst the tensions between 

Greece and Turkey rise, Finland’s and Swedens’s shift from neutral countries to 

joining NATO may seem as a provocative act to some countries and the war in 

Ukraine. For example, there was not one time that all NATO members agreed 

unanimously on a decision about the two Nordic countries applying for entrance, or 

about NATO’s stance on the war in Ukraine. It is exceedingly rare for all 30 members 

to have the same opinion on the topic, when each and every one of them has different 

interests that usually collide with the others. One should not only look at the current 

tensions, but also the ones that might rise, such as the issue about the F-16 airplanes 

wanted by Turkey from the United States. Even small tensions on the gas supplies 

from Russia can lead NATO to a conflict between allies. 

 

The problem, oversimplified:  

The topic is introducing the danger and the consequences, which can be caused by a 

dispute between NATO members. A conflict within the most powerful 

intergovernmental organization would have catastrophic impact for the continuation 

of humanity. That is the reason every possible measure to solve the issue must be 

taken. The sovereignty of a state is a problem that must not be ignored; thus, all 

country members of the Alliance must work in order to solve this issue, which troubles 

the Mediterranean for such a long time. 

 

Possible solutions:  
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• Should consequences be stated in the NAT for members that violate the non-

aggression between NATO members? 

• Should small conflicts like the ones between Greece and Turkey be taken more 

seriously so as to avoid any more serious conflicts? 

• Should there be some more specific borders at sea so that only one country can 

have authority over them? 

• How has Russia's invasion of Ukraine and the new security reality in Europe 

affected NATO's approach to deterrence and defence? 

• How could the Alliance adapt to emerging challenges? 

  

Treaties on the matter:  

The only treaty referring to the topic is the NAT, signed by all NATO members on 

April 4th, 1949, in Washington. The Treaty had 3 articles on the matter, with them being 

5, 6 and 8. They stated the cooperation between NATO members in case of an attack 

and the non-aggression between them but didn’t state any consequences for the 

member(s) that broke the non-aggression. The articles 5, 6 and 8 are displayed below: 

 

Article 5 NAT: 

The Parties agree that an armed attack against one or more of them in Europe or North 

America shall be considered an attack against them all and consequently they agree 

that, if such an armed attack occurs, each of them, in exercise of the right of individual 

or collective self-defense recognized by Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations, 

will assist the Party or Parties so attacked by taking forthwith, individually and in 

concert with the other Parties, such action as it deems necessary, including the use of 

armed force, to restore and maintain the security of the North Atlantic area. 

Any such armed attack and all measures taken as a result thereof shall immediately 

be reported to the Security Council. Such measures shall be terminated when the 

Security Council has taken the measures necessary to restore and maintain 

international peace and security. 

 

Article 6 NAT:  

For the purpose of Article 5, an armed attack on one or more of the Parties is 

considered to include an armed attack: 

• on the territory of any of the Parties in Europe or North America, on the 

Algerian Departments of France 2, on the territory of Turkey or on the Islands 

under the authority of any of the Parties in the North Atlantic area north of the 

Tropic of Cancer. 
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• on the forces, vessels, or aircraft of any of the Parties, when in or over these 

territories or any other area in Europe in which occupation forces of any of the 

Parties were stationed on the date when the Treaty entered into force or the 

Mediterranean Sea or the North Atlantic area north of the Tropic of Cancer. 

Article 8 NAT: 

Each Party declares that none of the international engagements now in force between 

it and any other of the Parties or any third State is in conflict with the provisions of 

this Treaty and undertakes not to enter into any international engagement in conflict 

with this Treaty. 
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Topic: Introducing Security Protocols To Avoid Hijacking 

  

Timeline of events:  

March-July 1919 two people fleeing form the Hungarian Soviet Union, 

seized a plane at gunpoint to fly from Budapest to Vienna 

February 21st, 1931 the first confirmed aircraft hijacking took place in 

Arequipa, Peru by armed revolutionaries. 

September 25th, 1932 three men hijacked a plane in Brazil, taking one hostage. 

The plane crashed and all four died. They are considered 

as the first deaths due to hijacking in the recent years. The 

hijack was related to the events of the Constitutionalist 

Revolution in São Paulo. 

June 30th, 1948 a domestic flight from Varna to Sofia was hijacked by Anti-

Communists. The plane landed in Istanbul. The pilot was 

killed in the struggle. 

July 13th, 1956, seven young Hungarian students, armed with nothing 

more than plastic wrenches, hijacked a small domestic 

aircraft out of Budapest and landed it at a 

July 31st, 1961 the first “skyjacking” took place in the USA. The hijacker 

failed, having however shot two employees one of which 

died. 

November 10th, 1969,  

 

the hijacking by the youngest ever culprit was recorded. A 

14-year-old tried to hijack an aircraft in Kentucky, USA. 

 July 2nd, 1971 the longest hijacking in terms of miles was recorded. A 

Boeing 707 flying from Acapulco to New York with 102 

passengers and a crew of eight was hijacked on approach 

to a refueling stop in San Antonio, Texas. The ordeal lasted 

43 hours across Texas, Mexico, Peru, Brazil and ended 

happily in Argentina. After a refueling stop in Monterrey, 

the hijackers released flight attendants Jeanette a. The 

hijackers demanded and got a ransom of $100,000 and 

wanted to go to Algeria. The crew was released, one by 

one, and replaced by a volunteer crew. The 707 left for Rio 

and planned to refuel, but the hijacker forced them on to 

Buenos Aires. The long flight and fatigue took its toll, and 

the hijackers gave up. It was a record for long-distance 

hijacking, over 7,500 miles. 

 

23rd November 1985. 

 

one of the deadliest ever hijacking occurred. A Boeing was 

hijacked by the terrorist organization Abu Nidal. The 
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subsequent raid on the aircraft by Egyptian troops resulted 

in dozens of deaths 

In 1999  

 

 

a 15-year-old student manages to penetrate U.S. 

Department of Defense division computers and install a 

backdoor on its servers, allowing him to intercept 

thousands of internal emails from different government 

organizations, including ones containing usernames and 

passwords for various military computers. Using the info, 

he steals a piece of NASA software. Systems are shut down 

for three weeks. 

December 24, 1999 the Indian Airlines flight, IC-814, from Kathmandu to 

Delhi with 179 passengers including 24 foreigners and 11 

crew members on board was hijacked by five masked men. 

September 11th, 2001 19 terrorists connected to the Islamic extremist 

organization al Qaeda hijacked four aircrafts and launched 

suicide assaults against American objectives. Two of the 

planes crashed into the World Trade Center's twin towers 

in New York City, one into the Pentagon in Arlington, 

Virginia and one into a field in Shanksville, Pennsylvania. 

The 9/11 terrorist attacks claimed about 3,000 lives and led 

to significant U.S. attempts to combat terrorism. 

2010  

 

a malicious computer virus called the world’s first digital 

weapon is able to target control systems used to monitor 

industrial facilities. It knocks out approximately one-fifth 

of the enrichment centrifuges used in Iran’s nuclear 

program. 

2016 Democratic National Committee emails are leaked to and 

published prior to the 2016 U.S. presidential election 
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Picture from the 

first confirmed 

hijacking 
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http://www.flatpackfilms.com/blog/2016/9/20/flight-to-freedom-a-daring-escape-from-hungary
http://www.flatpackfilms.com/blog/2016/9/20/flight-to-freedom-a-daring-escape-from-hungary
http://www.flatpackfilms.com/blog/2016/9/20/flight-to-freedom-a-daring-escape-from-hungary
http://www.flatpackfilms.com/blog/2016/9/20/flight-to-freedom-a-daring-escape-from-hungary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramstein_Air_Base
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramstein_Air_Base
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramstein_Air_Base
https://www.chicoer.com/2006/07
https://www.chicoer.com/2006/07
https://science.howstuffworks.com/transport/flight/classic/boeing-707.html
https://science.howstuffworks.com/transport/flight/classic/boeing-707.html
https://science.howstuffworks.com/transport/flight/classic/boeing-707.html
https://science.howstuffworks.com/transport/flight/classic/boeing-707.html
https://science.howstuffworks.com/transport/flight/classic/boeing-707.html
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The terrorist 

attack on the twin 

towers in 

November 11th 

2001 

https://www.britanni

ca.com/event/Sept

ember-11-attacks 

 

Harper’s Bizarre, a 

band from the USA 

pictured after a 

hijacking at an 

airport 

https://www.bbc.com/

news/world-us-

canada-48069272 

 

Picture from the 

1985 hijacking 

https://eu.usatoday.c

om/story/news/world/

2019/09/21/twa-

hijacking-suspect-

arrested-1985-

attack-killed-navy-

diver/2405810001/ 

 

https://www.britannica.com/event/
https://www.britannica.com/event/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-48069272
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-48069272
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-48069272
https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2019
https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2019
https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2019
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Terms dictionary: 

Aircraft (A/C): an airplane, helicopter, or other machine capable of flight 

 

Aircraft Certification Field Office (ACFO): Investigating and reporting aircraft 

accidents, incidents, and service difficulties. 

 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA): The Federal Aviation Administration is an 

operating mode of the U.S. Department of Transportation, responsible for authorizing 

flight capable planes 

 

Notice to Air Missions (NOTAM): notice containing information essential to 

personnel concerned with flight operations but not known far enough in advance to 

be publicized by other means. 

  

Combined Air Operation Centers: two NATO official centers located in Uedem, 

Germany and Torrejón, Spain which are responsible to plan, direct, task, coordinate, 

supervise and support air operations of allocated assets in peace, crisis and conflict 

 

Quick Reaction Alert Aircraft: NATO authorized, constantly standby aircraft whose 

launching is directed by a Combined Air Operation Center (mentioned above) with 

the aim to approach an intercepted aircraft 

 

International Civil Aviation Organization: NATO agency which provide approval 

for any NATO air defense action. 

 

Border Gateway Protocol (BGP) : Border Gateway Protocol, it is the routing protocol 

of the Internet. 

 

BGP hijacking: malicious rerouting of Internet traffic that exploits the trusting nature 

of BGP, the routing protocol of the Internet 

 

Session hijacking: a method of taking over a Web user session by surreptitiously 

obtaining the session ID and masquerading as the authorized user 

 

Flight recorder (black box): electronic recording device placed in a plane for the 

purpose of facilitating the investigation of aviation accidents and incidents 

 



  COMMITTEE: ΝΑΤΟ 

 

Page 19 of 43 
 

Ship Security Alert System (SSAS): The Ship Security Alert System (SSAS) is a safety 

measure for strengthening ship’s security and subduing acts of piracy and/or 

terrorism against shipping.  

 

Automatic Idenntification System (AIS): global ship tracking intelligence 

 

En Route Automated Radar Tracking System (EARTS) : mission-critical interface for 

surveillance and flight data 

 

En route flight advisory service (EFAS): provides aircraft with data mainly about 

wather and information on the aviation 

 

Flight Safety Foundation (FSA): international non-profit organization that focuses on 

the avioation safety 

 

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO): agency of the UN that sets 

principles for the ensurance and growth of air transportation 

 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA):operating mode of the U.S. Department of 

Transportation 

 

European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA): agency of the EU responsible for 

civil aviation safety. It performs investigation and monitoring. 

 

European Cybercrime Centre (EC3): agency set up by Europol to strengthen the law 

enforcement response to cybercrime in the EU 

 

National Cyber Investigative Joint Task Force (NCIJTF): primary American agency 

responsible for coordinating cyber threats investigations and liaisons 

 

Skyjacking: an act or instance of hijacking an aircraft 

 

Cyber hijacking or computer hijacking: type of network security attack in which the 

attacker takes control of computer systems, software programs and/or network 

communications. 
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Countries of major involvement: 

 

SOMALIA 

 

The Somali Navy was dissolved after the central authority was overthrown in the 

subsequent civil war. Foreign fishing trawlers started fishing illegally off the coast of 

Somalia with no one to stop them, and ships started dumping industrial and other 

rubbish off the Somali coast. Fish stocks began to decline as a result, and local 

fishermen formed a group to try to conserve their supplies. The situation escalated, 

resulting in the use of guns and strategies including seizing a foreign ship until the 

owners paid ransom. After seeing how profitable ransom payments were, several 

financiers and ex-militia members later started funding piracy, sharing the gains 

equally with the pirates.  The pirates have not injured their prisoners in the majority 

of the hijackings. However, Somalia is one of the few countries where hijacking still 

happens in non-cyber environments. 

 

 
 

 

 

Ship being 

hijacked near 

Somalia in 2017 

https://www.bbc.co

m/news/world-

middle-east-

39543768 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-
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USA 

 

Having faced a skyjacking wave in the 1960s and 1970s (many of which happened due 

to the state’s opposition with Cuba) the USA are deeply concerned on strengthening 

the security protocols internationally.  The U.S. Department of Homeland Security is 

trying to increase the standard for aviation security around the world by 

implementing improved security measures, both visible and invisible, at all airports 

serving as last points of departure in 105 different nations. With the assistance of our 

foreign partners, these steps will be implemented in stages. At 2013 they were the 2nd 

largest warehouse of cyber hijackers. 

 

 
BRAZIL 

 

In Brazil the law on hijacking from 1969 is the only attempt from protection. However 

being the home of a many hackers, Brazil is a usual location for hackers to act. 

Governments, ministries and agencies are often hit by Brazilian hackers. Brazil's 

ransom ware attacks account for 10.64% of the global ransom ware attacks. Brazil is 

young on the internet and as a country will need to work out ways to better enforce 

cyber-attacks. 

 

 
CHINA 

 

By quite a significant margin, China houses the largest number of hackers on Earth. 

During the last quarter of 2012, the world's most populous country accounted for 41 

percent of the world's hacking traffic. 
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• The states of central Europe themselves, the EU and NATO are constantly 

taking actions on security protocols against hijacking in every form of it 

 

• The eastern and Asian states are producing many attacks. Terrorists coming 

from these countries are still operating real-life hijacking acts. 

 

 

Background information 

When an airplane is taken over by a person or group of people, generally armed, it is 

said to have been hijacked. Most hijackers employ passengers as hostages in exchange 

for the release of other prisoners, secret political goals, or access to transportation to a 

certain location. Long before the suicide bomber or the vehicle bomb was invented, 

airplane hijackings "put terrorism on the global stage in the late 1960s". The climax to 

this reign of terrorist hijackings occurred during a tension-packed three-week crisis in 

1970 which became known as "Black September”. A group of terrorists smuggled 

weapons aboard five flights out of several European cities and successfully diverted 

four of those flights to states in the Middle East. The terrorists then held some of the 

aircraft occupants hostage, blackmailed several nations into releasing convicted 

terrorists in exchange for the hostages and, ultimately, blew up the four aircraft. 

Physical hijacking (on aircrafts or ships) is currently reducing. 

The airspace over Europe sees an average of about 35,000 air movements per day, 

making it one of the busiest airspaces in the world. Any aircraft flying inside or 

approaching European NATO airspace that are unidentified, either through loss or 

Anti-hijacking 

exercise held in NE 

China 
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intentional omission of communication with Air Traffic Control creates an unsafe 

environment, which could lead to an air incident. 

NATO ensures the integrity, safety and security of its airspace by maintaining a 

24/7/365 Air Policing mission, overseen by Allied Air Command. 

NATO fighter jets scrambled around 370 times across Europe in 2021, mostly to check 

aircraft flying unannounced near Allied air space. Around 80 percent of the missions, 

290 in total, were in response to flights by Russian military aircraft. Across Europe, 

over 60 NATO jets are on high alert at all times, ready to respond to unannounced 

military flights, as well as to civilian aircraft losing communication with air-traffic 

controllers for any reason – which could range from technical problems to hijacking. 

NATO has two air operations centres – one in Germany, covering northern Europe, 

and one in Spain covering the south – which monitor all air movements across 

Europe.  

 

Air Serbia’s Airbus A330-200 aircraft en route from Moscow to Belgrade in April, 2022 

was shadowed by an alleged NATO fighter jet while still near the Russia - Latvia 

boarder. An official report filed by Air Serbia’s pilots reads, “Not far from the Russian 

border with Latvia, Russian Air Traffic Control sent initial traffic information to warn 

us of the existence of another aircraft next to ours. Two minutes later they issued 

another warning to visually identify the aircraft and its altitude. It was a grey military 

fighter jet, which was likely a Phantom or Eurofighter. The aircraft was some 2.000 to 

2.500 feet beneath ours and made a right turn, without endangering the safety of our 

aircraft. We informed Air Traffic Control that we had visual contact but without 

giving further details”. The report further adds, “This incident was concerning and 

made us feel very uncomfortable until we left Russian airspace. We recommend that 

greater attention be taken into preparing these flights which are proceeding during 

times of increased risk and war”. 

 

Serbia’s President, Aleksandar Vučić, said further information of the incident will be 

requested both from Russia and NATO. Air Serbia has been targeted for maintaining 

operations to Russia since the outbreak of war in Ukraine. Its flights to the country 

have faced near-daily bomb threats. 

 

The hijacking of Ryanair flight 4978  

According to media reports, on the afternoon of May 23, Ryanair flight FR4978 was 

en route from Athens, Greece, to Vilnius, Lithuania. The aircraft—bearing tail 

number SP-RSW—was registered in Poland. One of its passengers was Roman 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-57219860
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/23/world/europe/roman-protasevich.html?smid=tw-nytimes&smtyp=cur
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Protasevich—a Belarusian journalist and dissident who played a key role in protests 

against Alexander Lukashenko’s regime in the wake of the contested 2020 

presidential elections. Sofia Sapega, a Russian law student and his partner, was 

traveling with him. 

Two officers of the Belarusian secret police, the KGB, were also onboard. Once the 

plane was in Belarusian airspace, those officers told the pilot of flight FR4978 that 

there was an explosive device on board, and that an immediate emergency landing 

was required. At this point, a Belarusian Air Force MiG-29 appeared alongside and 

“escorted” the aircraft—not to the nearest airport in Vilnius, but to Minsk, Belarus. 

On landing, Protasevich and Sapega were detained. Six hours later, flight FR4978 

was allowed to resume transit to Vilnius—minus six passengers on its original 

manifest, including Protasevich and Sapega. Certain reports have offered harrowing 

accounts of Protasevich’s reaction.  Told the aircraft had been diverted, he shook and 

held his head in his hands. While being led away in Minsk, he was reported to have 

said, “I’ll get the death penalty here.”  

There was, of course, no explosive device on board flight FR4978. The claim that 

there was appears to have been a ruse by Belarus to force the aircraft to land in 

Minsk so that Protasevich and Sapega could be arrested. For its part, Belarus has 

admitted there was no bomb—but rather than own up to its actions, it has concocted 

a narrative whereby Hamas made the threat  in order to secure a cease-fire with 

Israel in Gaza. Given that the actual cease-fire was obtained on May 21—two days 

before flight FR4978 took off—this story seems, to put it mildly, wildly implausible.  

 

Lithuanian President Gitanas Nauseda has urged NATO to respond after a Ryanair 

aircraft en route to Lithuania was forcibly landed in Belarus, resulting in the arrest of 

opposition journalist Roman Protasevich. 

"I call on NATO and EU allies to immediately react to the threat posed to 

international civil aviation by the Belarus regime," Nauseda said (via Reuters). "The 

international community must take immediate steps that this does not repeat." 

Protasevich, a 26-year-old activist and journalist based in Lithuania, was arrested 

after the plane he was traveling on was made to land in Minsk. He previously 

worked for Telegram channel NEXTA, which helped publicize news and footage 

from mass protests following Belarus' August 2020 election. 

 

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg reacted as events unfolded in Minsk. 

"Closely monitoring forcible landing in #Belarus of flight to Vilnius & reported 

detention of opposition figure Roman Protasevich," he tweeted. "This is a serious & 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/23/world/europe/roman-protasevich.html?smid=tw-nytimes&smtyp=cur
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/vilnius-university-says-its-student-travelling-with-protasevich-also-detained-2021-05-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/belarus-forces-vilnius-bound-ryanair-plane-land-detain-blogger-2021-05-23/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/belarus-points-hamas-bomb-threat-plane-diversion-hamas-rejects-claim-2021-05-24/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/21/hamas-claims-victory-as-gaza-celebrates-ceasefire
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/nato
https://www.newsweek.com/ryanair-passenger-instagrams-forced-belarus-landing-journalists-arrest-1594202
https://www.newsweek.com/belarus-slammed-reprehensible-forced-landing-lithuania-bound-ryanair-flight-carrying-activist-1594016
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/eu
https://www.newsweek.com/after-hundreds-quit-belarus-state-media-protest-russian-crews-were-flown-take-over-1526228
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dangerous incident which requires international investigation. Belarus must ensure 

safe return of crew & all passengers." 

 

It follows that, in contriving an emergency landing of flight FR4978 off the back of a 

fake bomb threat, Belarus committed an outrageous breach of the Montreal 

Convention. 

 

Cyber hijacking, or computer hijacking, is a type of network security attack in which 

the attacker takes control of computer systems, software programs and/or network 

communications. Cyber hacking can be used for purposes such as compromising or 

stealing data, disrupting communication or procedures, or to satisfy other harmful 

aims. Recently, the White House issued a new national strategy highlighting the 

emerging threats that “pose the greatest challenge to the entire Aviation Ecosystem,” 

and they put malicious cyber-attackers #1 on the list. It’s something that the Federal 

Aviation Administration, the Department of Defense and other agencies have been 

concerned about for many years. 

With airplanes increasingly connected and computerized, the possibilities of hacking 

an airplane have become real. Attacks on commercial aircraft have occurred for the 

past several years, including hacks of data communications between pilots and 

controllers on the ground, airline operations systems and in-flight entertainment 

systems. Additionally, a cyberattack against Warsaw’s Chopin airport caused a 

number of flights to be delayed and cancelled altogether. 

 

Sometimes the hackers aren’t necessarily looking for a ransom. 

In 2013, criminals hacked systems at the port of Antwerp in order to manipulate the 

movement of containers so that they could conceal and move their drug shipments.  

Once the hackers were inside the right systems, they changed the location and the 

delivery times of containers that had the drugs in them. 

The smugglers then sent their own drivers to pick up the drug-loaded shipping 

containers before the legitimate hauler could collect them. 

 

 

Previous attempts to solve the issue: 

 

-Efforts made by the International Civil Aviation Organization 

-The Tokyo Convention of 1963 

-The Hague Convention of 1970 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/NSAS-Signed.pdf
https://www.aviationtoday.com/2018/04/13/cyber-attacks-connected-aircraft-happening-right-now/
https://www.zdnet.com/article/hackers-prompt-flight-cancellation-at-polish-airport/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-24539417
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-The Montreal Convention of 1971 

-The Anti-hijacking Act of 1974 

-The 1973 executive agreement between the U.S. and Cuba 

 

The situation today: 

After the hijacking waves in the previous century, hijacking in its original form has 

been in a clear reduction. Nowadays, aircraft hijacking mostly refers to the alteration 

of aircraft routes in order to distribute weaponry. However, starting in the late 1990s 

and the early 2000s, cyber hijacking (term explained in the terms dictionary section) 

as well as session hijacking (term explained in the terms dictionary section) are rising 

dramatically. Air travel is not only growing, it is also changing as the industry 

becomes increasingly reliant on technology in this digital age. From digitalising the 

check-in-processes, to enabling wifi access onboard, to enhancing air traffic 

management systems, airlines, airports and air traffic control systems have tapped on 

innovations to improve operational efficiency and personalisation for customers and 

employees. But the growing connectedness also means that aeroplanes are exposed to 

a larger cyber footprint, allowing hackers more opportunities to access an aircraft’s 

operating systems and interfere with satellites and digital technologies used in inflight 

systems. 

 

 

The problem, oversimplified: 

Hijackers, with the view to accomplishing a goal (e.g. political) take over an aircraft 

as a symbolic act to their ideas. In other cases, hijackers are searching for money, 

which they demand after taking hostages, or threatening passengers and employees.  

In the case of cyber hijacking, the actors get access to a person’s money or personal 

data or a government’s or agency’s confidential data.  

 

Possible solutions: 

Aircraft hijacking must be dealt with on an international level because the act often 

involves more than one state's territory, and because the effective solutions can only 

be achieved through international cooperation. 

Some viable solutions on hijacking could focus on: 

 

• WHAT PENALTIES SHOULD BE SET? Each State should undertake severe 

penalties in the event of hijacking. In such an event, the incident should be 
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discussed, and a general decision should be made by the UN, when the actors 

are members of an organization or serving national motives. 

 

• COULD PREVENTION LEAD TO ANY POSITIVE RESULTS? Preventing 

hijackings would demand actions taken on transportation stations with the 

view to identify each passenger as well as avoid them being armed. It is also 

important to form both on and off board staff capable of coping with 

hijacking through focused training. 

 

• WHAT IS THE ROLE OF DEVELOPMENT? The prevention of each form of 

hijacking requires serious technological development. Through it, not only 

physical checking on passengers would be more trusted but also obstacles 

would be placed in the new, under growth hijacking field, the internet. Thus, 

states should discuss on their web policies. 

 

Treaties on the matter: 

The Tokyo Convention aims to uphold order and discipline on board while also 

ensuring the safety of the aircraft and any people or property on board. The ability 

to stop such actions from being committed and to evacuate the offending person 

belongs to the aircraft commander, the crew, and in some cases even the passengers 

on board. When the aircraft lands, the commander may also allow the offender to 

depart or, if the offense is serious, handover him to the appropriate authorities of a 

Contracting State. The Convention shields the airplane commander from legal action 

arising from any crew member or passenger who helps him impose the measures he 

deems essential. 

 

The Hague Hijacking Convention (formally the Convention for the Suppression of 

Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft) is a multilateral treaty by which states agree to prohibit 

and punish aircraft hijacking.  

 

Study the complete Hague Convention: 

https://www.mcgill.ca/iasl/files/iasl/hague1970.pdf 

 

 

The Montreal Convention's main goals are to ensure just compensation for fatalities, 

injuries, and damages to luggage and cargo that occur during international air 

https://www.mcgill.ca/iasl/files/iasl/hague1970.pdf
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transportation. to make it easier for international air transportation of people, 

luggage, and freight to operate effectively. 

 

Study the complete Montreal Convention: 

https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%20974/volume-974-I-14118-

english.pdf 

 

 

The Anti-hijacking Act of 1974 establishes punishments for aircraft piracy outside of 

the United States' exclusive aircraft jurisdiction. When someone dies as a result of 

hijacking or attempted hijacking, it is stated that the offender could face the death 

penalty. 

 

Study the complete Act:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/93rd-congress/house-

bill/3858 

 

The 1973 executive agreement between the U.S. and Cuba is an attempt of the two to 

get closer to resolving any issues on hijacking that had occurred between them. 

 

Study the complete agreement: 

https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%20916/volume-916-I-13067-

English.pdf 

 

Sources/Material for further research: 

• https://www.britannica.com 

• https://www.nato.int 

• https://owasp.org 

• https://treaties.un.org 

• https://www.unodc.org 

• http://hrlibrary.umn.edu 

• https://www.un.org 

• http://www.inquiriesjournal.com 

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_aircraft_hijackings 

 

 

 

 

https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%20974/volume-974-I-14118-english.pdf
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%20974/volume-974-I-14118-english.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/93rd-congress/house-bill/3858
https://www.congress.gov/bill/93rd-congress/house-bill/3858
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%20916/volume-916-I-13067-English.pdf
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%20916/volume-916-I-13067-English.pdf
https://www.britannica.com/topic/hijacking
https://www.nato.int/
https://owasp.org/
https://treaties.un.org/
https://www.unodc.org/
http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/
https://www.un.org/
http://www.inquiriesjournal.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_aircraft_hijackings


  COMMITTEE: ΝΑΤΟ 

 

Page 29 of 43 
 

 

 

 

  



  COMMITTEE: ΝΑΤΟ 

 

Page 30 of 43 
 

Topic: The Question οf Middle East 

 

Timeline of events:  

DATE EVENT 

July 28, 1914 – 

November 11, 1918 

 

World War I 

1922 

 

The Ottoman Empire falls 

September 23, 1932 

 

Creation of Saudi Arabia 

1948-1949 

 

Iranian Revolution 

1953 

 

Removal of the Iranian PM 

January 1978 – 

February 1979 

 

Iranian Revolution, Iranian leader 

forced to resign 

September 1980 

 

Iraq invades Iran 

May 11, 1995 

 

 

Resolution calling for the creation of a 

nuclear weapon free zone in the Middle 

East passes 

March 15, 2011 – 

Present 

 

Syria’s Civil War 

November, 2012 Conference to start a nuclear weapon 

free zone in the Middle East is 

postponed as not all states in the region 

agree on the agenda. 

 

Terms dictionary:  

Proxy warfare: An indirect war among great powers without them being involved. 

They enforce the war through support to those that seems to be the opposing 

countries. 

 

Cold War: A condition of political enmity between nations that is marked by 

intimidation, disinformation campaigns, and other tactics short of actual combat. The 
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enmity that existed between the Western powers and the Soviet bloc nations from 1945 

to 1990 is known as "the Cold War." 

 

Sunni: The bigger of the two major branches of Islam, which varies from Shia in its 

appreciation of the first three caliphs and its idea of religious leadership. 

 

Shia: One of the two major schools of Islam, practiced by certain Muslims, particularly 

in Iran, who regard Ali, the fourth caliph, as Muhammad's first legitimate successor. 

 

Militia: A group of non-professional soldiers who serve in the military but also take 

part in rebel or terrorist acts against the regular army. 

 

Clergyman: A male member of the clergy; priest, minister, or religious leader, 

especially a Christian one. 

 

Coup: A sudden, often violently executed takeover of power from a government, 

either through its removal or displacement.  

 

Shah: Title that given to any former monarch of Iran. 

 

Hamas: The biggest of the militant Islamist groups which aspire to the destruction of 

Israel and the establishment of an Islamic state of Palestine. 

 

IDF: Israeli Defense Forces. Usually refers to the army, but in Israel there is unified 

command of military, naval and air forces. 

 

Israeli Arabs: This is the phrase used by Israelis to describe the 1m Arab citizens of 

the state. Most of these people cordially detest the term, preferring to describe 

themselves as Palestinians living in Israel. 

 

Gaza Strip: A small strip of land along the Mediterranean coast just north of Egypt's 

Sinai Desert, densely populated by Palestinians.  

 

Islamic Jihad: A secret Palestinian resistance organization founded in Gaza in the 

mid-1980s. It favors an Islamic state in all of Palestine. It also has conducted attacks 

on Israeli settlers, soldiers and civilians since the second intifada started in 2000. 
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Smaller than Hamas, it has specialized in suicide bombings. U.S. officials allege it is 

funded and supported by Iran. 

 

Green Line: The line within the city of Jerusalem that conforms to its 1967 borders. 

This is the line that is generally viewed as separating Arab East Jerusalem from the 

Jewish areas of Jerusalem, but the line is no longer a precise division of those 

communities. It does not have any formal marking today in Jerusalem, but it remains 

a division within the minds and memories of most of the city's residents. Sometimes 

used synonymously with the 1967 borders. 

 

Fatah: movement founded in 1959 by Yasser Arafat and others. The name of this 

organization stands for the liberation of Palestine. In 1964, Arafat, along with other 

Palestinian resistance groups, joined Fatah to form the Palestine Liberation 

Organization (PLO). Fatal attacks by Palestinian militants against Israeli targets began 

in 1965, with the help of Fatah, an organization led by Arafat. Arafat remained the 

group's leader until his death in 2004. 

 

Countries of major involvement:  

 
USA 

The Saudi Arabia-Iran confrontation involves the United States more and more. Its 

partnership with Saudi Arabia, which has lasted 70 years, dates back to 1933, when 

Saudi Arabia awarded the American corporation Standard unique rights, including 

the right to conduct oil exploration in the country's eastern area. As the US's direct 

involvement in Saudi Arabia's oil industry shrank over time and both nations saw the 

Soviet Union's growing power in the region as a major danger, the US-Saudi alliance 

grew stronger. Since then, the US has been a major player in Saudi Arabia's affairs. 

President Donald Trump of the United States and Saudi Arabia agreed to a $110 billion 

arms agreement in 2017 that called for close military coordination. Additionally, it is 

predicted that in Yemen, around 100,000 individuals were killed. 
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Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 

 

Six monarchy from the Middle East, including Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab 

Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain, and Oman, have joined together to form the Gulf 

Cooperation Council. Its stated objectives are to support regional security and 

economic development, or, put another way, to prevent Iran from assuming a 

dominant position in the region. However, due to Iran and Saudi Arabia's 

involvement in the crisis in Yemen, GCC members began to doubt their ability to fully 

realize their objective. Iran has made ideological, geopolitical, and security challenges 

to Kuwait, Bahrain, and Saudi Arabia since the Islamic Revolution in 1979. Because of 

the conflict in Iraq, ties between Iran and the aforementioned Gulf states dramatically 

deteriorated in 2003. Nearly 40 years after the Islamic Revolution, Iran is still trying to 

gain international influence faces more obstacles in Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 

than elsewhere in the Middle East. 

 

 
 

EU 

 

Although the majority of European nations, including the European Union, have 

mostly maintained their neutrality, certain European countries, like Germany and 

Lithuania, have a relatively hostile opinion of Iran. Europe is interested in promoting 
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a regional conversation between Iran and the Gulf monarchies, as this strategy may 

result in long-term peace and stability. By strengthening its own security posture and 

addressing the geopolitical tensions that have grown in recent years, right at the heart 

of the regional conflicts, the European Union may aid this process. 

 

 
 

 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

 

Russia has been actively involved in the Middle Eastern proxy conflict. 

It initially gave its assistance to the Iranian forces in Syria, but over time, as Iran sought 

to dominate the Middle East, it began to steadily distance itself from it. Thus, despite 

their many differences, Russia and Saudi Arabia's relations have gotten closer since 

the 2010s, and their collaboration has greatly increased. 

 

 

 
 

TURKEY 

 

Since its president, Erdogan, wants to bring back neo-Ottomanism, Turkey's 

involvement in this conflict may be summed up as exploiting each nation's problems 

for its own gain. Due to their disagreement over fundamental interests in Iraq and 

Syria, Turkey has long seen Iran's expansion nature as a threat and has also engaged 

in a proxy war with it. However, Turkey's opinions on Saudi Arabia's influence have 

the same rivalry. Their interaction alternates between hostility and cooperation. 
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Mutual mistrust has always existed, despite the fact that Saudi Arabia and Turkey are 

forced to compromise to some extent by Russia. Iran and Saudi Arabia are both 

concerned about Turkey getting more involved in their disagreement. 

 

 
 

 

SYRIA 

 

Syria could be characterized a one of the main victims of the Middle East situation. 

Eleven years of war have inflicted immense suffering on the Syrian people. More than 

half of Syria's pre-war population of 22 million have fled their homes. Some 6.9 million 

are internally displaced, with more than two million living in tented camps with 

limited access to basic services. 

 

 
YEMEN 

 

Under pressure from the International Monetary Fund, which had extended to Yemen 

a $550 million loan premised on promises of economic reforms, Hadi’s government 

lifted fuel subsidies in 2014. The Houthi movement, which had attracted support 

beyond its base with its criticisms of the UN transition, organized mass protests 

demanding lower fuel prices and a new government. Hadi’s supporters and the 

Muslim Brotherhood–affiliated party al-Islah held counterrallies. 
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Background information: 

Once, Saudi Arabia and Iran enjoyed positive diplomatic relations that were 

advantageous to both nations. But as things progressed, their many disparities and 

rivalry-fueled desires became apparent. They established an adversarial policy 

toward one another and joined forces with opposing parties in numerous 

confrontations. Just a few to mention include the wars in Syria, Yemen, Iraq, Bahrain, 

Lebanon, Qatar, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Nigeria. This conflict has been dubbed the 

"Middle Eastern Cold War" because of the numerous comparisons made between its 

international intrusions and its fundamental goals, which eventually are the quest of 

regional hegemony.  

 

Following the end of World War I, and the fall of the Ottoman Empire, Saudi Arabia 

was founded in 1932. Soon after, oil reserves were found within its borders, which led 

to the nation joining the oil market and industry. This has significantly contributed to 

Saudi Arabia's ongoing rise in riches. Due to its developed economic standing, Saudi 

Arabia attracted the interest of other nations, forging significant alliances, including 

the one with the United States. 

 

 

 
 

 

At the same time Iran was also emerging. In spite of its rich oil resources and 

enormous potential of becoming a powerful state, constant foreign interventions (by 

the UK and Russia) were blocking its way to stability. However, the United States’ 
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role on Iran’s instability was even more severe. By planning a coup in secret, the US 

overthrew Iran's prime minister Mohammed Mosaddegh in 1953. They suggested 

Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi to rule Iran in his place. The goal of Shah Pahlavi's 

reforms was to westernize Iran. But his actions had dire repercussions. He established 

a seriously crooked administration and used the Savak police force to intimidate the 

populace. The Shah's actions made the Muslims in Iran feel oppressed. They 

eventually had no choice but to respond by fighting. Thus, the Iranian Revolution got 

underway in 1978.  

 

The situation is evidently proxy warfare. Many factors triggered the opposition 

between Iran and Saudi Arabia. The first one was the political antagonism among the 

two. Specifically, the desire of the Shah of Iran to receive appreciation, respect and 

praise by his people, just as Saudi’s monarch did by his own. However, that was 

hardly possible, since the hatred the Shah received from its people was mainly 

emanating from his own violent actions, which caused intense public reactions and 

the Iranian revolution. 

 

Economic reasons existed as well. Since the early 20th century, the Middle East has 

played a key role in the global oil business and has grown to be one of the richest 

regions in the world. The region's economy is significantly growing thanks to Iran and 

Saudi Arabia, who are also increasing their own domestic income. One must examine 

the international framework, which has the US at its very heart, in order to fully 

understand the crucial role that natural resources play in the Saudi-Iran competition. 

Both Saudi Arabia and Iran had strong links to the United States prior to the Iranian 

Revolution. After 1945, the United States was successful in trying to influence the 

internal politics and the oil industry in the Middle East, which led to the formation of 

tight partnerships with Iran and Saudi Arabia. 
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The religious factor is also important. Since Mecca and Medina are located within 

Saudi Arabia's boundaries, two of Islam's holiest places, the Saudis have long been 

seen as the region's leaders. However, after seizing control of Iran, Khomeini asserted 

that his revolution had elevated Iran to the status of an official Muslim state. The 

rivalry was further exacerbated by a different religious gap: Shia Muslims make up 

the majority in Iran while Sunni Muslims make up the majority in Saudi Arabia.  

 

The Middle East and North Africa counts six conflicts currently (in Egypt, Iraq, Israel-

Palestine, Libya, Syria, and Yemen) as well as three situations of socioeconomic 

instability and uprisings (in Algeria, Iran, and Lebanon). Terrorist groups operate in 

most of the conflict areas, and even more countries are involved in what began as 

intrastate conflicts (like Iran in Syria, the United Arab Emirates in Libya, or Saudi 

Arabia in Yemen). 

 

Indeed, conflicts in the region have long ceased to be politically and practically 

confined to a geographically limited area, and most involve international interference. 

Such interference can be a response to existing conflicts, in particular in the broad 

domain of multilateral crisis management, but it can also add to existing insecurity or 

even create new conflicts. This was the case with the US-led intervention in Iraq in 

2003, the NATO operation in Libya in 2011, and the Turkish and Russian presence in 

Libya and Syria over the last few years. Russia’s policy in the region has been of 

particular concern from a NATO perspective. Not only does the recent Russian 

interference in these spaces—directly or through mercenary groups—contribute to the 

deterioration of the security environment, it also constrains the Western political 

agenda by altering the nature of the relationship between the West and local 

interlocutors, be they governments or non-state actors.3 The Russian presence in the 

Graph that 

shows the 

estimated 

oil 

production 

of eastern 

states 

https://www.ielts-mentor.com/writing-

sample/academic-writing-task-1/136-

academic-ielts-writing-task-1-sample-48-

estimated-oil-production-capacity-for-

several-gulf-countries 

 

https://www.gmfus.org/news/natos-sub-strategic-role-middle-east-and-north-africa#footnote3_4j3302j
https://www.ielts-mentor.com/writing-sample/academic-writing-task-1/136-academic-ielts-writing-task-1-sample-48-estimated-oil-production-capacity-for-several-gulf-countries
https://www.ielts-mentor.com/writing-sample/academic-writing-task-1/136-academic-ielts-writing-task-1-sample-48-estimated-oil-production-capacity-for-several-gulf-countries
https://www.ielts-mentor.com/writing-sample/academic-writing-task-1/136-academic-ielts-writing-task-1-sample-48-estimated-oil-production-capacity-for-several-gulf-countries
https://www.ielts-mentor.com/writing-sample/academic-writing-task-1/136-academic-ielts-writing-task-1-sample-48-estimated-oil-production-capacity-for-several-gulf-countries
https://www.ielts-mentor.com/writing-sample/academic-writing-task-1/136-academic-ielts-writing-task-1-sample-48-estimated-oil-production-capacity-for-several-gulf-countries


  COMMITTEE: ΝΑΤΟ 

 

Page 39 of 43 
 

region further tests NATO’s deterrence and defense agenda, and its current focus 

on its eastern flank. 

 

 

 
 

Conflicts in Yemen, Syria and Iraq should also be considered as key factors on the 

Middle East situation. 

 

Previous attempts to solve the issue: 

The UN Security Council has tried numerous times to impose penalties on Middle 

Eastern nations that break the rules of armed conflict or even to forbid outside parties 

from arming the offenders through measures like embargos. Many of the SC's 

attempts, however, have fallen short since they were thwarted by the P5 and their veto 

power. 

As a result of Saudi Arabia's desire to first see a change in Iran's hostile activities, Iran 

has made multiple multilateral regional security agreement proposals to defuse 

tensions, but Iran has no plans to change its regional behavior. 

In collaboration with local organizations, groups like Amnesty International and 

Human Rights Watch were able to identify the combat armaments that were utilized 

in the Yemeni conflict.  

NATO training and education programs in the Middle East have primarily been 

successful in the field of defense diplomacy by creating new international networks of 

military leaders. Over the last two decades, these activities created processes and 

routines for officers on both sides to engage on a regular basis. NATO played the role 
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of an “agent of socialization” in the same way Alexandra Gheciu depicted NATO 

engagement in East Europe in the nineties. The social proximity and the informal ties 

built through these programs allowed both sides to conduct close consultations 

between defense officials. According to NATO decision-makers, this played a decisive 

role in the coordination of NATO forces with Qatari and Emirati counterparts when 

the latter joined the 2011 operation in Libya. 

 

The situation today: 

Today the Middle East's strategic location as a tricontinental hub, its vast petroleum 

reserves, its importance to Muslims, Christians, and Jews alike, and its many political 

disputes give it a global significance out of proportion to its size. Since 2016 there has 

been a decline in wars in the region, and in 2018 there were three wars: Syria-ISIS, 

Syria-rebels, and Yemen. In line with the rising number of conflicts in the world, the 

events of the “Arab Spring” increased the number of fatalities in the Middle East, with 

a sharp rise since 2011. Highly significant is the Persian Gulf crisis. 

 

The problem, oversimplified: 

Due to antagonism among them but mostly because of powerful states’ involvement, 

there are many conflicts in the Middle East. There are wars in Iran versus the U.S. and 

Israel, Yemen, Israel against Palestine and Syria. The Middle East and North Africa is 

characterized by structural instability: from Libya to the Persian Gulf, from Syria and 

Iraq to Yemen, not forgetting the long-lasting Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the region 

has gone through a series of crises and conflicts over the last 20 years that have largely 

shaped its political, economic, and human development. All these conflicts or violent 

processes are at least partially international and to a degree multidimensional. They 

all have ramifications outside of the territory where most of the violence takes place. 

The conflicts in Israel-Palestine, Libya, or Yemen, though different from one another, 

provide examples of the international linkages that make it impossible to analyze 

them in isolation. And they are all multidimensional in the sense that they are driven 

by a wide range of issues, from the political and socioeconomic to cultural, and 

beyond. Competing political agendas among NATO members have hindered the 

implementation of any ambitious partnership in the region. 

 

 

Possible solutions:  

▪  What is the importance of avoiding the use of illegal weapons? 

https://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=7937
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Adoption of measures aimed at preventing the sale of weapons, the supply of 

weapons by third parties, and especially the illicit delivery of weapons to Islamic 

extremist groups, which often serve as fronts for Iran and Saudi Arabia, would be a 

key step. The U.N. Register of Conventional Arms (UNROCA) is a voluntary, yearly 

reporting mechanism established by the U.N. that allows governments to exchange 

information on the transfer of weapons and look into potential weapon sources and 

uses, both legal and illicit. Its impact on the Middle Eastern problem hasn't been as 

important up to this point because states frequently provide false, incomplete, or 

omitted information. It is essential that UNROCA is modernized in every aspect so 

that its effectiveness can increase. 

 

▪ What is the role of Regional Consulation? 

Negotiations and diplomatic conversations between the warring parties should be 

mediated by the United Nations. It is essential that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and 

the Islamic Republic of Iran defend their respective rights and interests using peaceful 

means, without undermining or endangering human lives, and in a way that results 

in a result that is equally advantageous to both nations. Therefore, it is important to 

promote regional cooperation in order to reduce tensions and pave the way for the 

Middle East to become permanently peaceful and stable. 

 

▪  Should Middle Eastern nations receive any help? 

The U.N. should closely monitor and support post-conflict countries in the region as 

it would be an essential step in considerably preventing the emergence of new wars 

and, consequently, the creation of new opportunities for Saudi Arabia and Iran to 

engage in hostilities. It is necessary to ensure the avoidance of a power vacuum, a 

smooth transfer of authority, and the formalization of an organized government. This 

can only be accomplished if all democratic processes, including elections, are 

conducted legally and dictators, extreme organizations, and religious militias are 

prevented from capturing control and causing more misery for people. 

• Is the formation of a new Middle Eastern military alliance (aka NATO for the 

Middle Easte) the solution to better ties between Israel and Arab neighbors? 

• How much can NATO contribute to regional security? 

• How much allies converge on policy in the region and how much they want 

NATO to be involved there as opposed to the eastern flank or elsewhere?  

• How can local actors be influenced to request NATO’s involvement? 

 

 



  COMMITTEE: ΝΑΤΟ 

 

Page 42 of 43 
 

Treaties on the matter: 

Geneva Conventions of 1949 

The Geneva Conventions are four treaties, with three additional protocols. Both Iran 

and Saudi Arabia have been accused of choosing to disregard some of the guidelines 

outlined in the Geneva Conventions and put even more lives at danger. Iran's 

activities against Iraq serve just one illustration. Most often, they transgress the 

Third Geneva Convention, which stipulates that, representatives of the International 

Committee of Red Cross (ICRC), a humanitarian organization, are allowed to visit 

camps housing prisoners of war and even conduct private interviews with the 

prisoners without the presence of other witnesses. Due to Iran's refusal to follow the 

aforementioned regulation, many areas of incarceration have not yet been made 

public, and ICRC representatives have not yet assessed the conditions in which a 

sizable number of prisoners are kept. 

 

Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) of 2003 

An international agreement known as the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) was approved 

by the General Assembly in 2003. It lists requirements for international arms 

transfers and seeks to reduce human suffering by reducing the quantity of illegally 

sold or carelessly transmitted weapons as well as by promoting transparency in the 

trade of conventional weapons. However, Iran, Saudi Arabia and their allies have 

disregarded its terms. 

 

Hormuz Peace Endeavor (HOPE) of 2019 

Hassan Rouhani, the president of Iran, put up a plan of action at the 2019 U.N. General 

Assembly called the Hormuz Peace Endeavor (HOPE). HOPE is an initiative that tries 

to open up communication about security and cooperation issues between Gulf 

monarchies and Iran. It is founded on the idea that all regional powers share 

responsibility for maintaining peace, stability, and prosperity in the region. Similar 

suggestions for regional conversation have attracted the interest of the UAE, Oman, 

Qatar, Kuwait, and Oman. Saudi Arabia and Bahrain still lack the diplomatic will to 

back a proposal put forth by Iran, nevertheless. 

 

Chair’s personal message to the delegates: 

 

The NATO Committee chairs’ main goal is to ensure that the committee is well run. 

Only this way coming into actual results seems possible. Although the NATO is a new 

committee, we have no doubt that the delegates will not hesitate on expressing their 
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ideas and discussing on three incredibly important matters. We are also confident that 

the MSKMUN 2023 will form an unforgettable experience. We are looking forward to 

seeing you all there. 

 

Respectfully,  

 

the NATO chairs. 

 

Sources/Material for further research: 
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