
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Committee: Security Council 

 

Dear Delegates of the Security Council, 
 

My name is Natasha Panagiotou and I’m in the 10th grade in Model High School of 

Anavryta. This will be my 8th time chairing and I have the honor to be in the SC a 

6th time. Looking forward to meet all of you! 
 

Hello delegates! 

My name is Sofia Christou and I have the honor to be a chair of the Security Council 

at MSKMUN 2023. I am 16 years old and I attend the 2nd grade of 1st High School 

of Kaisariani. MUN has been a part of my life since I was 13 years old and I truly 

have loved it. The conference’s soul is the delegates. With your passion, knowledge, 

courage and effort the conference is and will be thrived. The secret is to be well-

prepared by having the resolutions ready and having researched the topics, which 

can also help you reduce stress during the sessions. Last but not least giving your 

best self, smile and soul is also the secret of accomplishment. So try your best! And 

if you need any help, me and my co-chairs will be willing to give a hand. I am 

looking forward to seeing you all there! 

 

Dear Delegates, 

My name is Thomas Karagkiozopoulos and I am 15 years old. I attend the 1st model 

middle school of Athens currently in the 3rd grade. This will be my first time 

chairing in the Security council and in MUN in general. I am looking forward seeing 

you there! 
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Topic: International Residual Mechanism for Criminal 

Tribunals 

 

Timeline of events 

25 May 1993 The international tribunals for 

Yugoslavia (ICTY) were established by 

the Security Council with the adoption 

of Resolution 827 

8 November 1994 The international tribunals for Rwanda 

(ICTR) were established by the Security 

Council with the adoption of Resolution 

955 

December 1997 The General Assembly decided, 

beginning from the 1998 budgets, to 

apportion half of the budgets for the 

international tribunals among Member 

States 

2002 The International Criminal Court (ICC) 

started operating 

22 December 2010 

 

The International Residual Mechanism 

for Criminal Tribunals (“the 

Mechanism”) was established by 

Security Council resolution 1966 

1 July 2012 The ICTR started operating in Tanzania 

1 July 2013  The ICTR started operating in the 

Netherlands 

after 2016 The Mechanism will continue to operate 

until the Security Council decides 

otherwise, however it will be subject to 

a two-year review 

May 2022 Four accused indicted by the ICTR for 

their participation in the genocide in 
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Rwanda in 1994 

22 June 2022 A resolution was drafted for the 

continuation of the operation of the 

Mechanism until 30 June 2024  

Terms dictionary 

International Criminal Tribunals for Yugoslavia (ICTY): The International Criminal 

Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) was a United Nations court of law that 

dealt with war crimes that took place during the conflicts in the Balkans in the 1990s. 

During its mandate, which lasted from 1993 - 2017, it irreversibly changed the 

landscape of international humanitarian law, provided victims an opportunity to 

voice the horrors they witnessed and experienced, and proved that those suspected of 

bearing the greatest responsibility for atrocities committed during armed conflicts can 

be called to account. 

International Criminal Tribunals for Rwanda (ICTR): The United Nations Security 

Council established the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda to "prosecute 

persons responsible for genocide and other serious violations of international 

humanitarian law committed in the territory of Rwanda and neighbouring States, 

between 1 January 1994 and 31 December 1994". The Tribunal is located in Arusha, 

Tanzania, and has offices in Kigali, Rwanda. Its Appeals Chamber is located in The 

Hague, Netherlands. 

International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals ("Mechanism"): The 

International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals ("Mechanism") is mandated 

to perform a number of essential functions previously carried out by the International 

Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (“ICTR”) and the International Criminal Tribunal for 

the former Yugoslavia (“ICTY”). In carrying out these essential functions the 

Mechanism maintains the legacies of these two pioneering ad hoc international 

criminal courts and strives to reflect best practices in the field of international criminal 

justice. 

Residual Mechanism: “The Residual Mechanism will be a unique UN body set up to 

continue the important work that will need to be carried out once the Tribunal 

completes its mandate, and will be responsible for. continuing the “jurisdiction, rights 

and obligations and essential functions” and. maintaining the Tribunal's legacy.” 

http://unmict.org/ictr-remembers/docs/res955-1994_en.pdf
http://unmict.org/ictr-remembers/docs/res955-1994_en.pdf
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Criminal Tribunals: “International criminal tribunals exist to investigate and 

prosecute individual people for serious violations of international criminal law or 

international humanitarian law – such as war crimes, genocide, and crimes against 

humanity – when national authorities are unable or unwilling to do so.” 

International Court of Justice: “The Court's role is to settle, in accordance with 

international law, legal disputes submitted to it by States and to give advisory 

opinions on legal questions referred to it by authorized United Nations organs and 

specialized agencies.” 

Multilateral International Agreement: According to this treaty the International 

Tribunals are made. In particular, a multilateral treaty is a treaty to which two or more 

sovereign states are parties. Each party owes the same obligations to all other parties, 

except to the extent that they have stated reservations. 

Intergovernmental Organization: The term intergovernmental organization (IGO) 

refers to an entity created by treaty, involving two or more nations, to work in good 

faith, on issues of common interest. In the absence of a treaty an IGO does not exist in 

the legal sense. IGOs that are formed by treaties are more advantageous than a mere 

grouping of nations because they are subject to international law and have the ability 

to enter into enforceable agreements among themselves or with states. 

Indictment: “the act of making a formal statement accusing someone of something” 

Universal Jurisdiction: “The principle of universal jurisdiction provides for a state's 

jurisdiction over crimes against international law even when the crimes did not occur 

on that state's territory, and neither the victim nor the perpetrator is a national of that 

state.” 

 

Countries of major involvement  

Germany: The Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic of 

Germany had an important meeting with the International Residual Mechanism for 

Criminal Tribunals at the premises of the Mechanism in Arusha in May 2018. That 

meeting was an important one as they mainly discussed the structure of the 

mechanism and went through the archive of the mechanism. Germany has previously 
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come in contact with the mechanism and has worked with it and an IRMCT for the 

Federal Republic of Germany was about to form.   

Rwanda: In 1994 the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda was established 

because the nation was at a high risk and the situation was getting dangerous for the 

general population. It all started when the plane carrying Juvenal Habyarimana, the 

President of Rwanda, and Cyprien Ntaryamira, the President of Burundi, was shot 

down over Kigali. The assassinations shattered the fragile peace established by the 

Arusha Accords, brokered in the hope of ending the armed conflict between the 

Rwandan Patriotic Front and the Rwandan Government.  During the 100 bloody days 

that followed, unimaginable violence overtook the country. Genocide, crimes against 

humanity and war crimes were perpetrated on a horrific scale, primarily against Tutsi 

civilians and moderate Hutus. Soldiers, gendarmes, politicians, Interahamwe and 

ordinary citizens were amongst the perpetrators. That was when the situation was 

called a crisis and the international mechanism had to step in to stop the blood-shed 

and hold criminals accountable for the pain they caused.  

Japan: The International Military Tribunal for the Far East (IMTFE), also known as the 

Tokyo Trial or the Tokyo War Crimes Tribunal, was a military trial established on 

April 29, 1946 to trial leaders of the Empire of Japan for crimes against peace, 

conventional war crimes, and crimes against humanity before and during the Second 

World War. It was modeled after the International Military Tribunal (IMT) formed 

several months earlier in Nuremberg, Germany to prosecute senior officials of Nazi 

Germany. The IMT was a prime stage of the IRMCT and of the ICT. 

Cambodia: The United Nations and Cambodia established the Extraordinary 

Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia in 2006 to prosecute those responsible for crimes 

committed during the rule of the Khmer Rouge regime (1975-1979).The tribunal has 

its seat in the Cambodian capital Phnom Penh and applies both Cambodian and 

international law. 

Lebanon: The United Nations and Lebanon established the Special Tribunal for 

Lebanon in 2007 and it opened in 2009. The STL is prosecuting those suspected of 

carrying out the attack on 14 February 2005 in which the former prime minister of 

Lebanon, Rafiq Hariri, was killed. The tribunal applies Lebanese law on terrorism. 

The Netherlands: The Netherlands hosts some of the UN Courts such as the STL and 

is a member of the Management Committee, which is responsible for giving policy 
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direction and advice on non-judicial aspects of the Tribunal's work. Also, the base of 

the Mechanism is in Hague, Netherlands. 

P5-States (US, France, China, UK, Russia): The P5 states of the SC support the IRMCT 

and voted in favor of the UNSC Resolution for the creation of the mechanism. They 

keep supporting the mechanism throughout the years of discussion within the SC. 

Specifically, France and the United Kingdom have previously prosecuted perpetrators 

through the Mechanism. Meanwhile, the United States does not wish for International 

Courts to intervene in national cases and the US is not territory of the International 

Criminal Court (ICC). Russia has many times violated the International Law both 

within and out of the nation but the Mechanism has not been active on the issue. In 

2016, the Russian federation withdrew from the ICC treaty.  

Background information:  

The establishment of the Mechanism 

 The International Residual Mechanisms for Criminal Tribunals was established 

by the Security Council on 22 December 2010. The mechanism was created in order to 

perform the remaining functions of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former 

Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR). It 

operates on the mandates of the previous tribunals authorized by the UNSC 

Resolutions 1966 with some changes made by resolutions of the SC. The main offices 

are in Arusha, Tanzania and in Hague, Netherlands. The current president is Graciela 

S. Gatti Santana.  

The aim of the IRMCT 

 The first international tribunals were set up in the 1990s to investigate crimes 

committed by military personnel, politicians and civilians during armed conflict. 

Specifically, international criminal tribunals exist to investigate and prosecute 

individual people for serious violations of international criminal law or international 

humanitarian law – such as war crimes, genocide, and crimes against humanity – 

when national authorities are unable or unwilling to do so. The international 

community has established criminal tribunals that are each focused on a specific place 

and time, corresponding to a particularly intense period of past conflict or unrest 

involving widespread human rights abuses.  
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Such courts were the International Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) 

and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR). Then the Special Court 

for Sierra Leone (SCSL) was set up. The Special Tribunal for Lebanon (STL), the 

Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC). The ECCC and STL are 

currently in existence. The tribunals report to the United Nations Security Council. 

These tribunals operate in accordance with the law of the country in question or a 

combination of domestic and international law. Their judges are also drawn from the 

country concerned and the international community.  

Such courts may be established by a multilateral international agreement 

(“international tribunals”) or by an agreement between one State and an 

intergovernmental organization (“hybrid tribunals”). The only permanent 

supranational court dedicated to atrocity crimes is the International Criminal Court 

(ICC), which began operating in 2002. While the ICC’s  authority is limited by certain 

requirements, it is designed to address atrocities around the world and into the future. 

Previous and on-going trials of the IRMCT 

The IRMCT court has already taken many cases of universal jurisdiction when 

taking over a state’s national court seemed appropriate. According to Security Council 

resolution 1966 (2010), all States have an obligation to cooperate with the Mechanism 

in the location, arrest, detention, surrender, and transfer of accused persons still at 

large. Now let’s take a look at some cases: 

● Félicien Kabuga was the President of the Comité Provisoire of the Fonds de 

défense nationale (“National Defence Fund”) from about 25 April 1994 to July 

1994 and President of the Comité d’Initiative of Radio Television Libre des 

Milles Collines (“RTLM”) during the time of the crimes pleaded in the 

indictment filed on 14 April 2011. He was arrested in Paris, France a week later. 

Kabuga is charged with genocide, direct and public incitement to commit 

genocide, conspiracy to commit genocide, and persecution on political 

grounds, extermination, and murder as crimes against humanity, committed in 

Rwanda in 1994. In this trial the court will have to serve justice for the 

population of Rwanda that suffered back then. 

● On 13 May 2019, the referral of the case against Petar Jojić and Vjerica Radeta 

to the Republic of Serbia was not met and that it was in the interests of justice 

to revoke the existing referral order. On 24 February 2020, the Appeals 
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Chamber of the Mechanism dismissed the appeal of the Republic of Serbia 

against Judge Liu’s decision and affirmed the decision. Petar Jojić and Vjerica 

Radeta were a Serbian politician and a lawyer who served on the defense team 

of Vojislav Šešelj. A confidential order in lieu of an indictment, which was 

issued by the ICTY on 30 October 2012, was revised and made public on 1 

December 2015. This order was further revised and the operative order in lieu 

of an indictment in this case was issued by the ICTY on 17 August 2017. The 

case is open and international arrest warrants and orders for surrender of Petar 

Jojić and Vjerica Radeta are yet to be executed. 

Previous attempts to solve the issue:  

After 2016, it was decided that the Mechanism will continue to operate until 

the Security Council decides otherwise and stops the power of the mandate. Until 

then, the mechanism will be subjected to two-year review.  Except from the assessment 

of the mechanism, there have been no further attempts on the issue as it is a very new 

body of the UN, established in 2010.                                                                              

The situation today:  

 The United Nations International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals 

has been cooperating closely with the Security Council lately as it might need to step 

in due to the recent threat to international peace security and sovereignty because of 

political conflicts and war crimes. In June 2022, the then President of the Mechanism 

Carmel Agius gave a speech in the Security Council before he stepped down for new  

president Gatti Santana. He mentioned some pitfalls that the mechanism has come 

across and highlighted the importance of the Mechanism and its contribution to justice 

in the world. “Despite skepticism about the efficacy of international criminal justice, 

the work of the tribunals truly matters and justice will ultimately prevail. The 

uncertainties that have plagued us recently show no signs of abating, and I admit it is 

not always easy to remain optimistic about the state of international criminal justice.”, 

said Agius to the SC. 

 It is important that even the SC and the Mechanism itself understand the small 

problems in the way it operates but that will lead to further talks on the matter and a 

possible solution and improvement on the issue. For that reason, the question of the 

International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals is part of the recent agenda 

of the SC. 
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The problem, oversimplified:  

The concept of International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals is a useful 

tool of the United Nations. The main issue is the way that the mechanism operates. 

The way that the criminal courts are used has not reached its full capability. The team 

that operates the criminal courts should take action and set the mechanism back in 

action. 

 

Possible solutions:  

● Should the UN send observer missions in fields with high tension and/or 

political or between nations conflict to supervise the nation and call the 

International Residual Mechanism to step in if necessary?  

● Should the International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals cooperate 

with the International Court of Justice and their mandates get combined? 

● Should IGOs be created and established in the legal world so as the special 

IGOs reduce the number of cases that the Mechanism takes since cases between 

nations of an IGO will not need to be put on universal jurisdiction? 

Treaties on the matter:  

● https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/695418?ln=en Security Council resolution 

1966 established on 22 December 2010. The resolution is on the establishment 

of the International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals with two 

branches and the adoption of the Statute of the Mechanism. 

● https://documents-dds-

ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N22/225/67/PDF/N2222567.pdf?OpenElement  

This document is the assessment of the Secretariat of the United Nation for the 

IRMCT in 2022 

● https://documents-dds-

ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/420/32/PDF/N2142032.pdf?OpenElement 

This document is resolution 76/243 adopted by the General Assembly on its 

76th session on 24 December 2021, concerning the continuation and 

distribution of the funds and financing of the Mechanism. 

● https://documents-dds-

ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/008/58/PDF/N2100858.pdf?OpenElement 

This document is the assessment for 2021 of Member States under General 

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/695418?ln=en
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N22/225/67/PDF/N2222567.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N22/225/67/PDF/N2222567.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/420/32/PDF/N2142032.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/420/32/PDF/N2142032.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/008/58/PDF/N2100858.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/008/58/PDF/N2100858.pdf?OpenElement
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Assembly resolution 75/249 and it is about each member state’s contribution to 

the Mechanism. 

● https://documents-dds-

ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N03/596/20/PDF/N0359620.pdf?OpenElement 

This is the assessment of Member States’ contributions for the financing of the 

International Criminal Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for 

Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law Committed in the 

Territory of the Former Yugoslavia since 1991 from 1 January 1994 to 31 

December 2003. This was submitted after the ICTY closed 

 

Chair’s personal message to the delegates: 

Any questions, contact me in my email address natpanag07@gmail.com 

 

Sources/Material for further research: 

https://www.icty.org/en/press/new-web-feature-explains-future-residual-

mechanism#:~:text=The%20Residual%20Mechanism%20will%20be,maintaining%20the%20Tribun

al's%20legacy.  

https://www.un.org/en/ga/contributions/tribunals.shtml#:~:text=The%20International%20Residual

%20Mechanism%20for,1966%20of%2022%20December%202010.  

https://www.irmct.org/en/about/principals/president#:~:text=On%2027%20June%202022%2C%20t

he,years%2C%20effective%201%20July%202022. 

https://press.un.org/en/2022/sc14930.doc.htm  

https://ijrcenter.org/international-criminal-law/internationalized-criminal-

tribunals/#:~:text=International%20criminal%20tribunals%20exist%20to,or%20unwilling%20to%

20do%20so.  

https://hls.harvard.edu/dept/opia/what-is-public-interest-law/public-service-practice-settings/public-

international-law/intergovernmental-organizations-igos/  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Residual_Mechanism_for_Criminal_Tribunals  

https://www.un.org/en/ga/contributions/tribunals.shtml#:~:text=The%20International%20Residual

%20Mechanism%20for,1966%20of%2022%20December%202010 

https://unictr.irmct.org/   

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N03/596/20/PDF/N0359620.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N03/596/20/PDF/N0359620.pdf?OpenElement
mailto:natpanag07@gmail.com
https://www.icty.org/en/press/new-web-feature-explains-future-residual-mechanism#:~:text=The%20Residual%20Mechanism%20will%20be,maintaining%20the%20Tribunal's%20legacy
https://www.icty.org/en/press/new-web-feature-explains-future-residual-mechanism#:~:text=The%20Residual%20Mechanism%20will%20be,maintaining%20the%20Tribunal's%20legacy
https://www.icty.org/en/press/new-web-feature-explains-future-residual-mechanism#:~:text=The%20Residual%20Mechanism%20will%20be,maintaining%20the%20Tribunal's%20legacy
https://www.un.org/en/ga/contributions/tribunals.shtml#:~:text=The%20International%20Residual%20Mechanism%20for,1966%20of%2022%20December%202010
https://www.un.org/en/ga/contributions/tribunals.shtml#:~:text=The%20International%20Residual%20Mechanism%20for,1966%20of%2022%20December%202010
https://www.irmct.org/en/about/principals/president#:~:text=On%2027%20June%202022%2C%20the,years%2C%20effective%201%20July%202022
https://www.irmct.org/en/about/principals/president#:~:text=On%2027%20June%202022%2C%20the,years%2C%20effective%201%20July%202022
https://press.un.org/en/2022/sc14930.doc.htm
https://ijrcenter.org/international-criminal-law/internationalized-criminal-tribunals/#:~:text=International%20criminal%20tribunals%20exist%20to,or%20unwilling%20to%20do%20so
https://ijrcenter.org/international-criminal-law/internationalized-criminal-tribunals/#:~:text=International%20criminal%20tribunals%20exist%20to,or%20unwilling%20to%20do%20so
https://ijrcenter.org/international-criminal-law/internationalized-criminal-tribunals/#:~:text=International%20criminal%20tribunals%20exist%20to,or%20unwilling%20to%20do%20so
https://hls.harvard.edu/dept/opia/what-is-public-interest-law/public-service-practice-settings/public-international-law/intergovernmental-organizations-igos/
https://hls.harvard.edu/dept/opia/what-is-public-interest-law/public-service-practice-settings/public-international-law/intergovernmental-organizations-igos/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Residual_Mechanism_for_Criminal_Tribunals
https://www.un.org/en/ga/contributions/tribunals.shtml#:~:text=The%20International%20Residual%20Mechanism%20for,1966%20of%2022%20December%202010
https://www.un.org/en/ga/contributions/tribunals.shtml#:~:text=The%20International%20Residual%20Mechanism%20for,1966%20of%2022%20December%202010
https://unictr.irmct.org/
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https://www.ecchr.eu/en/glossary/universal-

jurisdiction/#:~:text=The%20principle%20of%20universal%20jurisdiction,a%20national%20of%20

that%20state.  

https://web.archive.org/web/20180711201449/http://libguides.law.uga.edu/c.php?g=177176&p=1164

581 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multilateral_treaty  

https://www.irmct.org/en/cases#all-cases  

https://www.irmct.org/en/cases/mict-13-38  

https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/nuremberg 

https://www.government.nl/topics/international-peace-and-security/international-legal-

order/international-tribunals  

https://www.irmct.org/en/cases/mict-17-111-r90  

https://ijrcenter.org/international-criminal-law/internationalized-criminal-

tribunals/#:~:text=International%20criminal%20tribunals%20exist%20to,or%20unwilling%20to%

20do%20so  

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/695418?ln=en https://documents-dds-

ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N22/225/67/PDF/N2222567.pdf?OpenElement   

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/420/32/PDF/N2142032.pdf?OpenElement  

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/008/58/PDF/N2100858.pdf?OpenElement 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N03/596/20/PDF/N0359620.pdf?OpenElement  
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https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/695418?ln=en
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N22/225/67/PDF/N2222567.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N22/225/67/PDF/N2222567.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/420/32/PDF/N2142032.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/008/58/PDF/N2100858.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N03/596/20/PDF/N0359620.pdf?OpenElement
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Topic: The war in Ukraine 

  

Timeline of events:  

 

February 21st  The President of Russia, Vladimir Putin, recognizes as 

independent states the regions of Donetsk and Luhansk 

February 22nd  President Putin gets authorization from the Russian 

parliament in order to use military force  

February 24th Early in the morning Russian forces invaded by land and 

sea the Ukrainian region. Firstly, about 100 missiles 

launched from both land-based and sea-based platforms. 

Secondly, as for the ground invasion, there were 3 main 

axes of assault: in the north, the Russian troops started 

from Belarus and they headed down towards Kyiv; in the 

east, troops started from western Russia and they headed 

down towards Kharkiv; and in the south, troops started 

from Crimea and they headed up to Kherson. The 

President of Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelenskyy ordered a 

general mobilization 

February 25th Russia vetoes a UNSC resolution demanding that Russia 

will unconditionally pull the Russian troops out of 

Ukraine 

February 26th The EU stated that it will place blocking sanctions on 

selected Russian banks from the SWIFT system, 

significantly banning them from the global financial 

system 



 

  COMMITTEE: SECURITY COUNCIL 

 

Page 13 of 37 
 

February 27th The European Commission President stated that  Russian 

civilian aircraft are banned from EU airspace, and 

Russian state-owned media Russia Today, Sputnik and 

their subsidiaries are banned from EU airwaves and the 

internet 

March 1st  In a new attack, a Russian convoy 65 kilometers long heads 

for Kyiv 

March 2nd  The Russian troops surround Mariupol 

March 8th The European Commission announced REPowerEU, a 

plan in order to decrease the dependence on Russian 

natural gas by two-thirds by the end of the current year 

March 11th The European Union issues the Declaration of Versailles 

and calls on member states to spend a big amount of 

money in order to strengthen their country’s defense 

more. The US places new sanctions to Russia with the 

support of the Group of Seven ( G7 ), which stand with 

Ukraine 

March 16th Russian troops bomb the Mariupol theatre which was 

used as a shelter, as a result hundreds of people died 

March 23rd NATO estimates that by the 27thday of the war, the 

Russian losses are 7,000 to 15,000 soldiers. Putin stated 

that future natural gas sales to “unfriendly“ countries will 

be feasible only by paying in roubles 



 

  COMMITTEE: SECURITY COUNCIL 

 

Page 14 of 37 
 

March 24th While President Biden is on a trip to Europe, he formally 

promised that the United States will provide Europe with 

15 bcm more natural gas than the previous year. The total 

shipments from the US to Europe will be 37 bcm this year  

March 29th Negotiators of both Ukraine and Russia meet in Istanbul 

in order to find a solution to the crisis. Ukraine submits a 

comprehensive proposal of the country’s neutrality 

April 8th The European Union stated that the imports of Russian 

seafood, cement, fertilizers, coal and lumber will be 

banned 

April 14th Ukraine claims that by using 2 neptune missiles managed 

to sink the Russian Black Sea Fleet flagship Moskva 

April 18th The Russian army starts an extensive and carefully 

planned attack in Eastern Ukraine in order to have full 

control of Luhansk and Donetsk provinces 

April 20th The IMF predicts global growth of 3.6% this year and the 

following one. 

But, due to the the war in Ukraine,IMF predicts a 

downward movement of 0.8% for the current year and 

0.2% for the following year 

April 21st President Putin announced that Russian troops won the 

Ukrainian ones in Mariupol 
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April 28th The Congress of the United States decided to bring back 

the WW2 – era “lend-lease“ facilities in order to accelerate 

shipments of weapons to Ukraine. Meanwhile, President 

Biden requested from the US Congress to grant a 33 

billion dollar spending package for Ukraine 

 

 

The current graphic is showing us the percent of Russian gas each European country 

individually received in 2020. 

Source:https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/4/what-you-need-to-know-on-the-eu-

proposed-ban-on-russian-oil 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/4/what-you-need-to-know-on-the-eu-proposed-ban-on-russian-oil
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/4/what-you-need-to-know-on-the-eu-proposed-ban-on-russian-oil
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Source:https://theconversation.com/amp/ukraine-invasion-stage-two-of-russias-

war-is-ringing-alarm-bells-in-nearby-moldova-heres-why-181813 

 

Terms dictionary: 

United Nations’ Security Council (UNSC): is one of the six principal organs of 

the United Nations (UN) and is charged with ensuring international peace and 

security, recommending the admission of new UN members to the General Assembly 

and approving any changes to the UN Charter. 

European Union (EU): The European Union (EU) is a political and economic 

union of 27 member states that are located primarily in Europe. 

Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication (SWIFT):  is 

a Belgian cooperative society providing services related to the execution of financial 

transactions and payments between banks worldwide. Its principal function is to 

serve as the main messaging network through which international payments are 

initiated. 

The Declaration of Versailles: On March 10th  and 11th, 2022 the leaders of the European 

Union adopted a declaration on the aggression of the Russian Federation against the 

Republic of Ukraine, as well as boosting defense capabilities, decreasing energy 

dependencies to the Russian natural gas and building a more solid economic base. 

https://theconversation.com/amp/ukraine-invasion-stage-two-of-russias-war-is-ringing-alarm-bells-in-nearby-moldova-heres-why-181813
https://theconversation.com/amp/ukraine-invasion-stage-two-of-russias-war-is-ringing-alarm-bells-in-nearby-moldova-heres-why-181813
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G7: The Group of Seven consists of the following member states and organization: 

Germany, Canada, France, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, the United States of 

America and the European Union.  

“Unfriendly“ countries: Putin names as “unfriendly“ countries the US, the member 

states of the European Union, Japan and the United Kingdom, because these countries 

decided to stand with Ukraine. 

billion cubic meters (bcm):  is a unit of energy, specifically natural gas production and 

distribution. There are different standards for how much energy this represents, but 

according the International Energy Agency (IEA) it is equal to 38.2 petajoules (1.06 x 

1010 kWh) at 15°C and atmospheric pressure. 

International Monetary Fund (IMF): was formed in 1944 and started on December 27th, 

1945. IMF is an international financial institution and it consists of 190 countries. The 

reason why the IMF formed is to reduce poverty worldwide, secure financial stability, 

ease international trade and  encourage high employment and continuous economic 

growth.. 

 

Countries of major involvement: 

USA: Washington says that it supports Ukraine’s “sovereignty and territorial 

integrity” and has stepped up weapons shipments to Kyiv in recent weeks. The United 

States is also sending about 3,000 troops to nearby Romania and Poland. U.S. officials 

have emphasized to Russian counterparts that an attack on Ukraine would be met 

with “swift and severe consequences,” including sweeping sanctions. The White 

House called Russia’s deployment of troops in eastern Ukraine “the beginning of an 

invasion” and President Biden announced sanctions against Russia’s elites with 

Kremlin ties as well as financial institutions. On February 25, President Joe Biden 

instructed the State Department to release up to an additional $350 million  worth of 

weapons from US stocks to Ukraine. 

 

United Kingdom: In January, Defense Secretary Ben Wallace said the UK had “taken 

the decision to supply Ukraine with light anti-armour defensive weapon systems”. 

Downing Street promised military support to Ukraine, including lethal defensive 

weapons. “In light of the increasingly threatening behavior from Russia and in line 

with our previous support, the UK will shortly be providing a further package of 

military support to Ukraine,” Prime Minister Boris Johnson told parliament. “This will 

include lethal aid in the form of defensive weapons and non-lethal aid”. 
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Poland: Poland shares a border with Ukraine, as well as a history of being subjected 

to Russian aggression. It views the buildup of Russian forces on Ukraine’s border as 

an ominous sign that Poland might be next. Polish Prime Minister Mateusz 

Morawiecki visited the Ukrainian capital in early February to pledge his government’s 

support against “Russian neo-imperialism”, promising to help Ukraine with fuel, 

weapons, and humanitarian and economic aid. The country is also bracing for a 

massive influx of refugees from Ukraine if Russia attacks. In addition, Poland is 

hosting nearly 5,000 U.S. troops from the 82nd Airborne Division, part of the Biden 

administration’s efforts to shore up support for European allies. 

China: China has aimed to strike a delicate balance between Russia and the West when 

it comes to the Ukraine crisis. For Beijing, endorsing an invasion of Ukraine by Putin 

would further deteriorate its ties with Western nations, but Xi also seeks to strengthen 

China’s growing relationship with Russia. Putin traveled to Beijing for the Opening 

Ceremonies of the Winter Olympics earlier this month and met with Xi in person for 

the first time in nearly two years. In a sweeping joint statement to mark the occasion, 

the two leaders expressed support for each other and reaffirmed their opposition to 

NATO expansion. Xi and Putin have common goals: to expand their international 

influence and counter the United States. China also stands to benefit from the Ukraine 

crisis. The tensions have deflected attention from China’s human rights violations, and 

Western sanctions on Russia could create business opportunities for Beijing. Still, 

China hasn’t fully endorsed Russian military action in Ukraine and the joint statement 

did not mention the country by name. 

European Union: The EU has adopted  some measures to  to weaken Russia's 

economic base, depriving it of critical technologies and markets, and significantly 

curtailing its ability to wage war. Which are: 

 

• suspension of visa facilitation provisions for Russian diplomats and other 

Russian officials and businesspeople 

• closure of EU airspace to all Russian aircraft 

• suspension of broadcasting in the EU of state-owned outlets Russia Today and 

Sputnik 

• prohibition on new investments in the Russian energy sector 

• prohibition on exports to Russia of luxury goods 

• prohibition on imports from Russia to the EU of iron and steel 
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• prohibition on Russian and Belarusian road transport operators from entering 

the EU 

• prohibition on imports from Russia of wood, cement, seafood and liquor 

• prohibition on exports to Russia of jet fuel and other goods 

• restrictions on Russia's access to the EU’s capital and financial markets and 

services 

 

Russia is supported by: Belarus, Donetsk, Luhansk, Cuba, Nicaragua, Venezuela and 

Kyrgyzstan.   

                          

Ukraine is supported by:  All members of NATO; Canada, Belgium, Denmark, France, 

Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, United Kingdom, the 

United States, Greece, Turkey, Germany, Spain, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, 

Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Albania, Croatia, 

Montenegro and North Macedonia. 

 

Japan, South Korea, Switzerland and Australia. 

 

Indirectly, a few countries are in support of the Russian Invasion or acting not to be in 

favor or against any country. These countries are: 

⦁    Syria which has expressed its support for Moscow’s recognition of the republics in 

eastern Ukraine. 

⦁    Iran which has justified Russian Invasion Moves by saying it is rooted in NATO 

Provocations. 

⦁    United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia which have refused to condemn Russian 

actions. They are acting as neutral. 

⦁    Kazakhstan which has stayed away from public analysis however not favored 

Russia and chose not to send troops for a joint military activity. 

⦁    Armenia which has cast a vote against removing Russia from the Council of Europe 

however has kept a low profile on the invasion. 
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Background Information 

 

Date Event 

1918 Ukraine declares independence 

1922 Ukraine becomes a republic within the Soviet Union 

1991 It regains independence with the Soviet Union’s collapse 

2004 Orange Revolution annuls the rigged election of Russia-

backed Viktor Yanukovych as president 

2008 Ukraine applies to join NATO 

2010 Yanukovych is elected president 

2012 Ukraine and the EU draft an agreement to foster closer ties 

2013 Yanukovych rejects the EU deal, sparking mass protests 

February  2014 Yanukovych is overthrown 

March  2014 Russia seizes Crimea 

April 2014 Pro-Russia separatists begin seizing territory in eastern Ukraine 

February 2022 Russia launches full-scale war on Ukraine 

 

Russia and Ukraine share a long common past, dating back more than a 

millennium to the establishment of the first Slavic state, Kyivan Rus, in parts of what 

are today Russia, Ukraine and Belarus. The territory of contemporary Ukraine became 

part of the Russian empire in the late 1700s after periods of rule under the Mongols or 

Tatars, the Poles and Lithuanians. In 1918, a year after Russia’s communist revolution, 

Ukraine declared independence, but in 1921, the Red Army conquered most of it and 

Ukraine became a republic within the Soviet Union. The Ukrainian sense of a national 

identity was sharpened in the 1930s when Soviet policies punishing farmers in the 

republic who resisted mandates to collectivize produced the man-made famine 

known as the Holodomor, which  killed an estimated 7 million people there. Ukraine 

regained its  independence in 1991 with the collapse of the Soviet Union. Putin’s 

preferred notion, widely derided outside of Russia, is that Ukraine is not a legitimate 

country and that Russians and Ukrainians are one people. 
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In 2012 Yanukovych and his supporters favored signing an association 

agreement with the European Union. The agreement called for establishing a Deep 

and Comprehensive Free Trade Area that would boost Ukraine’s overall trade and 

give Ukrainians greater access to Europe, including courts and banking systems that 

would help the oligarchs surrounding Yanukovych protect their assets. The ambition 

to sign an association agreement was incompatible with Putin’s call for creating a 

Eurasian Union that would be “a powerful supranational association capable of 

becoming one of the poles in the modern world” and allow Moscow to deepen its 

political and economic influence across much of the former Soviet Union. Ultimately, 

in 2013 Yanukovych decided not to sign the Ukraine–European Union Association 

Agreement, instead he chose the Eurasian Economic Union alongside closer ties with 

Russia. In response, in November 2013, a wave of large-scale protests (known as 

Euromaidan) erupted waving Ukrainian and EU flags, they embodied the idea of a 

Western-oriented Ukraine and rejection of Russian influence and continued into 

December, demonstrators occupied Kyiv’s city hall and called on Yanukovych to 

resign. As demonstrations gave way to rioting in January 2014, Yanukovych signed a 

series of laws restricting the right to protest, and hundreds of thousands took to the 

streets of Kyiv in response. Bloody clashes between police and protesters ensued, with 

dozens injured on each side. On January 22 two protesters were killed in skirmishes 

with police, and demonstrations soon spread to eastern Ukraine, a region that 

traditionally had supported Yanukovych and closer ties with Russia. Protesters 

occupied the justice ministry in Kyiv, and the parliament hastily repealed the anti-

protest measures. As discussions continued between Yanukovych and opposition 

leaders, Azarov tendered his resignation as prime minister. Parliamentarians were 

rebuffed in their attempts to limit the powers of the presidency, and the battle in the 

streets took a deadly turn. More than 20 were killed and hundreds were wounded 

when government forces attempted to retake the Maidan on February 18. The 25,000 

protesters remaining in the square ringed their encampment with bonfires in an 

attempt to forestall another assault. On February 20th violence in Kyiv escalated 

dramatically, with police and government security forces firing on crowds of 

protesters. Scores were killed, hundreds were injured, and EU leaders made good on 

their promise to enact sanctions against Ukraine. The May 2014 presidential election 

resulted in a comprehensive victory for the pro-Maidan, pro-European Petro 

Poroshenko. His signing of the EU association agreement closed the door on Ukraine’s 

potential inclusion in the renamed Eurasian Economic Union. 
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The Russian military intervention in Ukraine began on 20 of  February 2014 

when during the struggle of the interim government to resolve  the country’s dire 

economic situation, Russian troops occupied the Ukrainian autonomous peninsula of 

Crimea and Sevastopol and annexed them to Russia. In detail, on 22 and 23 February, 

Russian troops and special forces began moving into Crimea through Novorossiysk. 

On 27 February, Russian forces without insignias began their advance into the 

Crimean Peninsula. Masked gunmen occupied the Crimean parliament building and 

raised a Russian flag, as pro-Russian lawmakers dismissed the sitting government and 

installed Sergey Aksyonov, the leader of the Russian Unity Party, as Crimea’s prime 

minister. Voice and data links between Crimea and Ukraine were severed, and 

Russian authorities acknowledged that they had moved troops into the region. 

Turchynov criticized the action as a provocation and a violation of Ukrainian 

sovereignty. On the other side Vladimir Putin characterized it as an effort to protect 

Russian citizens and military assets in Crimea. The rapidity with which Russia 

invaded Crimea (where a majority of the population is ethnically Russian) reinforced 

Russian assumptions about the weakness and artificiality of the Ukrainian state and 

encouraged Moscow to undertake a similar effort across many of the Russian-

speaking regions of eastern and southern Ukraine. Even before Viktor Yanukovych 

was removed from office in the Maidan Revolution in the same year, pro-Russian 

demonstrations had broken out in the Crimean port of Sevastopol. Historically, in 

1783 peninsula of Crimea was annexed by the Russian Empire, after the Russian-

Turkish war  in order to have access to the Black Sea. In 1954, by decision of the Soviet 

leadership, it was transferred to the Ukrainian SSR. After the collapse of the USSR in 

1991 the Autonomous Republic of Crimea became part of independent Ukraine. 

To Moscow’s surprise and frustration, however, the Crimea annexation had 

limited success in other parts of the country. Pro-Russian demonstrators in the Dnipro 

(Dnipropetrovsk), Kharkiv, Kherson, Mykolaiv, Odessa, and Zaporizhzhia oblasts 

failed in their efforts to secure control of government buildings and communications 

infrastructure. Police in Kharkiv arrested dozens of protestors who had seized the 

regional administration building; in Odessa, counter-protestors set the occupied 

Trade Unions building on fire, killing nearly 40 pro-Russian activists. 

But for Donetsk and Lugansk, collectively Donbass, Crimea annexation had a 

major impact which led to an armed conflict. It was dated on 6 April of 2014 when 

pro-Russian, anti-government separatist groups rebelled and seized government 

buildings throughout the Donbas. In response, Petro Poroshenko launched an «anti-
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terrorist operation» and Russia respectively abandoned its hybrid approach and 

began a conventional invasion of the Donbas. Following reports of Ukrainian 

positions being shelled from the Russian side of the border, between 22 and 25 August 

2014, Russian artillery, personnel, and what Russia called a "humanitarian convoy" 

crossed the border. Russian crossings reportedly occurred both in areas that were 

controlled by pro-Russian forces and those that were not, such as the south-eastern 

part of Donetsk Oblast, near Novoazovsk. The war caused 14.200-14.400 deaths, 

including non- combat military deaths. The Head of the Security Service of Ukraine 

Valentyn Nalyvaichenko called the events of 22 August a "direct invasion by Russia 

of Ukraine '', while other Western and Ukrainian officials called it a Russian "stealth 

invasion". Russia's official position on the presence of Russian forces in the Donbas 

has been vague, while official bodies have denied the presence of "regular armed 

forces" in Ukraine, it has on many occasions confirmed the presence of "military 

specialists", along with other euphemisms, usually accompanied by an argument that 

Russia ``was forced" to deploy them to "defend the Russian-speaking population. 

Ukraine, Russia, the DPR 

(Donetsk People’s Republic)and the LPR (Lugansk People’s Republic) signed a 

ceasefire agreement, the Minsk protocol, on 5 September 2014. The ceasefire collapsed 

in January 2015, with renewed heavy fighting across the conflict zone, including at 

Donetsk International Airport and at Debaltseve. Involved parties agreed to a new 

ceasefire, called Minsk II, on 12 February 2015. 

Moscow  failed in its larger ambition to use the breakaway regions as a cudgel 

to force Ukraine to abandon its aspiration for integration with the West. Neither 

Poroshenko nor Zelensky made a serious effort to implement the provisions of the 

February 2015 Minsk II ceasefire agreement requiring the Ukrainian legislature 

(Verkhovna Rada) to adopt a “law on special status” for the occupied regions and to 

implement a constitutional provision on decentralization. Both understood that these 

steps would entrench the Russian-backed separatists within the federal structure of 

the state, compromising Ukrainian sovereignty and providing Russia a veto over 

Ukraine’s foreign policy and that no democratically elected Rada would vote in favor 

of these provisions. 

Calls for Ukraine’s integration with the European Union and NATO have 

grown substantially in no small part in response to Russia’s annexation of Crimea and 

occupation of Donetsk and Luhansk. Support for NATO membership, which hovered 

below 50 percent prior to the 2014 Russian invasion, has greatly risen, reaching  62 

percent in early 2022. Meanwhile, more than two-thirds of Ukrainians (68 percent) 
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support membership in the European Union. Regardless of the willingness of either 

organization to admit Ukraine, these attitudes reflect a seismic shift that makes the 

idea of reintegration with Russia harder to imagine. They also have implications for 

Ukrainian foreign policy, insofar as leaders such as Poroshenko and Zelensky, who 

have come to power in the shadow of war and occupation, prioritize deepening ties 

with the Euro-Atlantic West as a hedge against further Russian intervention. 

Russian determination to bring Ukraine back into the fold despite the 

enormous economic price it is paying, not to mention the prospect of a grinding, 

bloody conflict that it could well lose, suggests that the current crisis goes beyond the 

question of Ukraine’s relationship with NATO. For all the Kremlin’s angst, Ukrainian 

membership was never a near-term possibility. And it was Yanukovych’s aspiration 

to sign a trade agreement with the European Union (not NATO) that precipitated the 

Maidan protest movement and Russia’s first invasion. 

This Ukrainian civic nation encompasses not just Ukrainian speakers in the western 

part of the country, but much of the Russian-speaking but increasingly bilingual east 

as well. A generation has grown up in an independent Ukraine that, for all its flaws, 

has maintained a robust democracy and is becoming increasingly European in its 

outlook. If anything, the current war has further united Ukrainian citizens from all 

regions and linguistic and religious backgrounds while reinforcing the split between 

Ukrainian and Russian identities. 

 

Previous attempts to solve the issue:  

The first attempt to terminate the war between Russia and Ukraine happened 

on February 25th. The UN countries adopted a resolution at the Security Council of 

the United Nations, demanding Moscow to immediately stop its attack on Ukraine 

and withdraw its troops. The resolution was vetoed by Russia while 11 of the 

Council’s 15 members were in favor and China, India and the United Arab Emirates 

abstained.   

The second attempt to solve the issue was an emergency special session of the 

General Assembly on February 28th , which was the 11th since the United Nations 

establishment, in order to discuss the Ukraine crisis. The Secretary-General Mr. 

Guterres exclaimed in the debating time that enough is enough and soldiers need to 

move back to their barracks, leaders need to move to peace , civilians must be 

protected ,international humanitarian and human rights law must be upheld. 
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The third attempt to bring peace was on the last day of the 11th emergency 

special session of the GA which took place on March 2nd. The result of the session 

was a resolution overwhelmingly demanding Russia to immediately end its invasion 

of Ukraine and unconditionally withdraw all its military forces from there. [Should be 

reminded that the P5 countries of the Security Council have not the right to propose 

the veto power in the resolution in the General Assemblies.] The measure was adopted 

by a vote of 141 in favor to 5 against (Belarus, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 

Eritrea, Russian Federation, and Syria) with 35 abstentions.  

A fourth attempt was on Thursday 24 of March during the 2nd period of 11th 

Emergency Special Session of the UN General Assembly which adopted a resolution 

overwhelmingly demanding civilian protection and humanitarian access in Ukraine 

while criticizing Russia for creating a “dire” humanitarian situation due to its 

invasion. The resolution passed with 140 votes in favor, five against (Russia, Syria, 

DPRK North Korea,Eritrea and Belarus) and 38 others abstaining. 

          A fifth attempt was held on July 22th. Russia and Ukraine signed two 

agreements in Istanbul, brokered by the UN and aided by Turkey, the one was to 

guarantee the safe passage of commercial ships from blockaded Ukrainian ports at the 

Black Sea by Russian naval blockade, such as Odessa. The second was to facilitate 

grain and fertilizer exports. The aim of the grain deal is to encounter the risk of 

starvation of millions of people around the world and to retain Ukraine’s economic 

income. 

 

The situation today: 

 Unfortunately, the war between Russia and Ukraine has not stopped. Right 

now Russian forces control all of the Luhansk region and they are continuing to make 

small advances in the Donetsk region, in order to "completely liberate" the Donbas. 

Also Russians have taken control of Ukraine's second-largest power station in the 

nearby town of Svitlodarsk. Seizing the Soviet-era coal-fired Vuhlehirsk plant would 

be the first strategic gain for Russian forces in more than three weeks. President 

Volodomyr Zelensky has called on Western countries to send Ukraine more weapons, 

telling a recent meeting of Nato that his forces needed "much more modern systems" 

to help them "break the Russian artillery advantage". The West has sent heavy 

weapons such as US multiple rocket launch systems, which have made it to the front 

line in recent weeks, allowing Ukraine to attack from greater range. As the war 

continues, numerous human lives are lost from both sides every day,the United 
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Nations and other allies are doing their best to confront the issues and hope to stop 

the war as soon as possible.  

 

 

                  The map is showing the recent progress of war in East Ukraine. 

Source:https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-

60506682.amp  

The problem, oversimplified: 

On 21 February 2022, Russia officially recognised the two self-proclaimed separatist 

states in the Donbas, and openly sent troops into the territories. Three days later on 

February 24th, the Russian army invaded Ukraine by Putin’s order. President 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy ordered a general mobilization of the Ukrainian citizens in 

order to defend their country. Much of the international community has heavily 

condemned Russia for its actions in Ukraine, accusing it of breaking international law 

and violating Ukrainian sovereignty. Most countries sent humanitarian aid and 

economic support to Ukraine. 

 

Possible solutions: 

● Would a solution of the issue be for both sides of the conflict to solve the 

problem with political dialogue and come to an agreement?  

https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-60506682.amp
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-60506682.amp
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● Should the United Nations persuade Putin to withdraw all of its military forces 

from the territory of Ukraine within its internationally recognized borders with 

the justifications that he harms his own country and people? 

● Is it feasible for the United Nations to recognise the Donbas as an independent 

republic or let it annex Russia like Crimea? 

 

Treaties on the matter 

Minsk agreements ( I and II):  

The Minsk-1 agreement | Chatham House – International Affairs Think Tank  

Resolution of UN General Assembly on February 25th: 

https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-

CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2022_155.pdf  

Resolution of 11th emergency special session of GA on March 2nd: 

https://documents-dds-

ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/N22/272/27/PDF/N2227227.pdf?OpenElement  

Resolution of 2nd period of 11th emergency special session of GA on March 24th: 

https://documents-dds-

ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/N22/294/07/PDF/N2229407.pdf?OpenElement 

 

Chair’s personal message to the delegates:  

 

If you have questions about the topic and/or the Background Paper, do not hesitate 

to contact me on my email address: sophiachristoukombarova@gmail.com. You 

could also look up to the sources for further information. 

 

Sources/Material for further research: 

❖ https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/02/02/ukraine-russia-international-

interests/ 

❖ https://www.ssatripura.com/countries-supporting-ukraine-russia/ 

❖ https://ru.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A0%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%

B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE-

%D1%83%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B8%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0

%D1%8F_%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B9%D0%BD%D0%B0  (original) 

❖ https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia%E2%80%93Ukraine_relations 

❖ https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/eu-response-ukraine-invasion/ 

https://www.chathamhouse.org/2020/05/minsk-conundrum-western-policy-and-russias-war-eastern-ukraine-0/minsk-1-agreement
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2022_155.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2022_155.pdf
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/N22/272/27/PDF/N2227227.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/N22/272/27/PDF/N2227227.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/N22/294/07/PDF/N2229407.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/N22/294/07/PDF/N2229407.pdf?OpenElement
mailto:sophiachristoukombarova@gmail.com
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/02/02/ukraine-russia-international-interests/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/02/02/ukraine-russia-international-interests/
https://www.ssatripura.com/countries-supporting-ukraine-russia/
https://ru.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A0%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE-%D1%83%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B8%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%8F_%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B9%D0%BD%D0%B0
https://ru.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A0%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE-%D1%83%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B8%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%8F_%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B9%D0%BD%D0%B0
https://ru.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A0%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE-%D1%83%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B8%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%8F_%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B9%D0%BD%D0%B0
https://ru.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A0%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE-%D1%83%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B8%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%8F_%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B9%D0%BD%D0%B0
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia%E2%80%93Ukraine_relations
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/eu-response-ukraine-invasion/
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❖ Вооружённый конфликт в Донбассе (апрель 2014 — февраль 2022) — 

Википедия(original) 

❖ Russia’s War in Ukraine: Identity, History, and Conflict | Center for Strategic and 

International Studies 

❖ War in Donbas (2014–2022) - Wikipedia 

❖ Russia blocks Security Council action on Ukraine | | UN News  

❖ Ukraine: General Assembly passes resolution demanding aid access, by large 

majority | | UN News  

❖ Ukraine - The Maidan protest movement | Britannica   

❖ https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russo-Ukrainian_War 

❖ https://unric.org/en/the-un-and-the-war-in-ukraine-key-information/  

 

  

https://ru.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%92%D0%BE%D0%BE%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B6%D1%91%D0%BD%D0%BD%D1%8B%D0%B9_%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BD%D1%84%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BA%D1%82_%D0%B2_%D0%94%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B1%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%81%D0%B5_(%D0%B0%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%BB%D1%8C_2014_%E2%80%94_%D1%84%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BB%D1%8C_2022)
https://ru.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%92%D0%BE%D0%BE%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B6%D1%91%D0%BD%D0%BD%D1%8B%D0%B9_%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BD%D1%84%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BA%D1%82_%D0%B2_%D0%94%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B1%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%81%D0%B5_(%D0%B0%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%BB%D1%8C_2014_%E2%80%94_%D1%84%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BB%D1%8C_2022)
https://www.csis.org/analysis/russias-war-ukraine-identity-history-and-conflict
https://www.csis.org/analysis/russias-war-ukraine-identity-history-and-conflict
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Donbas_(2014%E2%80%932022)#:~:text=An%20entrenched%20standoff%20between%20pro,people%20displaced%20by%20the%20fighting.
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/02/1112802
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/03/1114632
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/03/1114632
https://www.britannica.com/place/Ukraine/The-Maidan-protest-movement
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russo-Ukrainian_War
https://unric.org/en/the-un-and-the-war-in-ukraine-key-information/
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Topic: The situation in Cyprus 

 

Timeline of events:  

1955 
Creation of National Organization of 

Cypriot Fighters (EOKA) 

1931 
Revolution of Greek Cypriots demanding 

the union with Greece  

1939 
Cypriots fought with the British in World 

War II, 

 

1960 

The British, Greek and Turkish governments 

signed a Treaty of Guarantee 

1964 The Battle of Tylliria  

1971 Creation of EOKA B 

1974 Turkish invasion  

1983 

The Turkish Federated State declared itself 

the independent Turkish Republic of 

Northern Cyprus (TRNC) 

1992 
UN sponsored talks began between the two 

sides.  

2001 
Turkey was found guilty of violation of 

human rights against the Greek Cypriots. 

2004 
the Republic of Cyprus joined the European 

Union 
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2008 

Demetris Christofias replaced Tassos 

Papadopoulos as president of the Republic 

of Cyprus. 

2018 
 Jane Holl Lute was appointed as UN’s 

Secretary-General adviser for Cyprus 

2019 

Both Athens and Ankara stated that they 

wanted to ease the tensions between them 

through dialogue 

Guterres(Secretary-General of the UN), 

Anastasiades(President of Cyprus) and 

Akıncı (President of Northern Cyprus) had 

an informal dinner in Berlin and talked over 

the next steps on the Cyprus dispute 

2020 

The United Nations special envoy for Cyprus 

stated that there is skepticism whether or not 

the reunification is still possible 

2021 

There were recorded violations of Cyprus’ 

airspace as well as the territorial waters of 

Cyprus 

2022 

The Turkish Cypriot president Tatar has 

declared that the situation between Cypriots 

and Turkish Cypriots is non-negotiable 

 

Terms dictionary:  

Condominium : It is a political territory in or over which multiple sovereign powers 

formally agree to share equal power  

Crown colony : It is a colony administered by The Crown within the British empire 

National Organization of Cypriot Fighters (EOKA) : 'National Organization of Cypriot 

Fighters') was a Greek Cypriot nationalist paramilitary organization that fought a 

campaign for the end of British rule in Cyprus, and for eventual union with Greece. 

The Constitution of 1960:  It said that there was going to be a new state the, Republic 

of Cyprus, and mentioned how the government was going to operate  
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Countries of major involvement:  

Greece: Greece is a close ally with the Republic of Cyprus as their people share 

religion, language, ethnicity and heritage. Both members are full members of the 

United Nations, European Union, Council of Europe and the Organization for 

Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). Greece had planted their military in 

Cyprus and refused to withdraw them, embarking on the Turkish invasion in 1974. 

Greece does not recognise the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) as a 

country. 

 

Turkey: Turkey is one of the most controversial members in the Cyprus problem. They 

started the problem alongside Greece when they invaded Cyprus and managed to 

occupy a narrow corridor at the edge of the island. Turkey also does not recognise the 

Republic of Cyprus and takes only the view of Northern Cyprus which is recognised 

by them. Ankora also refuses to allow Cypriot-flagged ships. They are the only 

country that recognises Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) as a country. 

 

United Kingdom: The United Kingdom took administrative control over the isle and 

ruled it for 82 years after declaring Cyprus’s independence in 1960. Today both Britain 

and Cyprus share membership of the United Nations and the Commonwealth of 

Nations. Britain also has deep historic ties with Cyprus making their position clearer. 

The United Kingdom does not recognize the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 

(TRNC) as a country. 

 

Cyprus: Cyprus is one of the countries that have been a part of the issue since its start. 

Cyprus was splitted into two countries after the Turkish invasion in 1074. Cyprus 

represented the reunification plan to the UN and it does not recognise the Republic of 

Northern Cyprus as a country. 

Background information: 

Cyprus was first inhabited in 9000 BC by farming societies, with the inhabitants 

having their own Eteocypriot language until the 4th century BC. Until the 4th century 

BC Cyprus was part of the Hittite Empire ,but then captured by Alexander the Great 

A and then ruled by the Ptolemaic Egypt until 58 BC. In the 4th century AD it was 

part of the Byzantine empire and was invaded in 649 by Umayyad Caliphate and his 

Arab armies. In 668 it was established as condominium from both sides and in 965 it 

was recaptured by the Byzantine empire. In 1192 Cyprus was ruled by the Lusignan 

family who established the Kingdom of Cyprus. Despite the establishment of the new 
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Kingdom ,it was captured by the Republic of Venice in 1489 and then conquered by 

the Ottoman Empire in September 1570. In 1878 the United Kingdom took 

administrative control over the isle and in 1925 Cyprus was declared a crown colony. 

In 1931 the urge of Greek Cypriots to unify with Greece led to open revolt, with the 

death of six civilians, a lot of injuries and the burning of Britain's Government House. 

As a result, Britain dispatched military forces on the isle and two bishops and eight 

other citizens were found guilty and exiled. This also led to the ban of flying Turkish 

or Greek flags and references to Greek or Turkish heroes. In 1946 the plans for 

reunification were put on hold during World War II. 

The British people announced plans to invite Cyprus to form a Consultative 

Assembly to discuss a new constitution. Despite this Cyprus refused, claiming that 

their sole purpose was to unify with Greece. In 1955 EOKA, an open armed campaign, 

was founded with the main purpose to remove Cyprus from British rule. In 1960 

Cyprus achieved independence. Then in 1967 Cyprus witnessed the most severe fight 

scene of their history as Greece launched an attack to the Turkish Cypriots and Turkey 

responded respectively. Lastly in 1974 Turkey invaded Cyprus after a long demand 

to Greece to remove their military forces.   

The United Nations has proposed a lot of plans that can ease the tensions 

between the Greek Cypriots and the Turkish Cypriots, e.g. Annan plan, and created 

talks for the two opposing sides to come to an agreement. Furthermore, UN Secretary-

Generals have joined the controversy and tried to seize it by visiting these countries.  

All countries recognise the island of Cyprus as a territory of the Republic of 

Cyprus, despite Turkey who recognises half of the island as Northern Cyprus and 

does not recognise the Republic of Cyprus as a state. Turkey is based on the 

constitution of 1960  

 

Previous attempts to solve the issue: 

On January 16, 2002, negotiations began between the President of the Republic 

of Cyprus, Glafkos Clerides, and the Turkish-Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktas, but no 

real progress was made.Furthermore, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan showed both 

sides with a detailed Plan for a comprehensive agreement on 16 November 2002. The 

draft was submitted in a revised version in December 2002 and February 2003. 

In 2016 , the white house proposed the reunification of Cyprus which is based on the 

1960 Cyprus Constitution ,with its aim to bring both parties to an agreement in 

accordance with the Fundamental Principles 
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The situation today: 

In June 2018 Jane Holl Lute was appointed as UN’s Secretary-General adviser 

for Cyprus with mission to consult the two Cypriot Leaders and other three guarantor 

parties such as; Greece, Turkey, and the UK, and decide upon whether or not UN-

hosted negotiations can be resumed, and if so, to prepare a comprehensive "terms of 

reference". The first round of consultations were conducted in September 2018, with 

second round in October 2018, third in January 2019 and fourth on 7 April 2019 ,with 

the only result being the vast distance between both sides. 

 

On 5 February 2019, both Athens and Ankara stated that they wanted to ease 

the tensions between them through dialogue, including the Cyprus dispute. Despite 

their good will to negotiate the issue, another dispute over oil and gas explorations in 

the waters of Cyprus' exclusive economic zone, is disabling them from carrying on 

with the talks. 

 

On 25 November 2019, Guterres(Secretary-General of the UN), 

Anastasiades(President of Cyprus) and Akıncı (President of Northern Cyprus) had an 

informal dinner in Berlin and talked over the next steps on the Cyprus issue. Both 

sides could not agree upon the “terms of reference” to restart phased and result-

oriented Cyprus negotiations. 

 

On 20 January 2020 United Nations special envoy for Cyprus stated that there 

is skepticism whether or not the reunification is still possible, bearing in mind that 

discussions upon the matter have remained deadlocked. Since the election of Ersin 

Tatar, both Turkey and the Turkish Cypriots are supporting the two-state solution and 

presenting it as the only option. This has resulted in a freeze in talks since 2022. 

 

During the months of September, October, November and December 2021 there 

were recorded violations of Cyprus’ airspace as well as the territorial waters of Cyprus 

and the illegal utilization of airports and ports, of which they were closed. During that 

period 470 airborne, 140 of them used uncrewed aerial vehicles, and 27 naval 

violations were recorded.  

 

On 30 January 2022, the Turkish Cypriot president Tatar has declared that the 

situation between Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots is non-negotiable 
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Despite Turkey trying to get other states to recognise the Northern Republic of Cyprus 

as a state, the Northern Republic of Cyprus is not recognised by any states excluding 

Turkey. 

 

The problem, oversimplified: 

The book opens with the Turkish invasion in 1974 to the Cypriot island, after 

their demand to withdraw Greeces’ armed forces and the refusal of Athens to do so. 

This resulted in Turkey invading Cyprus with limited forces on the 20th of July 1974, 

with limited initial success as the Turkish military managed to get a small corridor at 

the edge of the island. On the 23rd of July both parties agreed to ceasefire after the 

occupation of what is now the Turkish Cypriot state. Two days after the event, formal 

peace talks were held in Geneva Switzerland between Greece, Turkey and Britain,with 

Turkey halting its advantage until a political settlement was reached until the 29th of 

july. Meanwhile, Greek forces were recapturing more of the Turkish Cypriot land. 

Then a renewed ceasefire was agreed and the Turkish forces withdrew their military 

from the island. On November 15th 1983 the Turkish-Cypriots declared 

independence, exploiting the post election political stability. Although independence 

seemed real, in the next hours ,the security council passed resolution no.541 with a 13 

to 1 ratio (13 in favor, 1 against). Soon enough, the Turkish Republic of Northern 

Cyprus was up, recognised only by Turkey, as all the other countries did not. Then 

the Security Council passes resolution no.550 condemning the "purported exchange 

of ambassadors between Turkey and the Turkish Cypriot leadership". In May 

2002,Kofi Annan, the United Nations Secretary-General, visited Cyprus without 

achieving anything. In autumn, Annan met again with the two leaders ,once in Paris 

and then in New York .Despite this ,no agreement was reached again ,resulting in the 

UN committee, Security Council, to ask Annan to present a blueprint settlement. Thus 

the Annan plan was created, presented to both sides by the UN peace plan. In little to 

no time, the countries responded with a new refined version of Annan, the Annan II, 

and hoped that the plan would be agreed by both sides in the European Council on 

13 December of the same year. However Rauf Denktaş did not attend due to the 

recuperation from major heart surgery.  

Fast forward a year later, Cyprus was joining the European Union alongside 

other states of central and eastern Europe. In 2003 May Cyprus signed the EU Treaty 

of accession. 

In the 2004 referendums, the Annan plan was presented to both countries but 

the only party that supported it, was the Turkish Cypriots, with the Greek Cypriots 
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having opposing opinions. Then in May, the Republic of Cyprus joined the EU with 

the terms of accession claiming the whole island as part of the EU,with Northern 

Cyprus suspending the EU’s body of laws. In October 2012 Northern Cyprus became 

an observer member country of the Economic Cooperation Organization under the 

name "Turkish Cypriot State".  

Cyprus and Northern Cyprus have followed up with a lot of negotiations in 

the following years until the 20th of January 2022 in which the negotiations were 

deadlocked and the official announcement of northern Cyprus that the sovereign 

equality and the equal international status is non-negotiable.  

 

Possible solutions:  

● The two state solution suggests the permanent division of the island into two 

states, in which the Greek Cypriot state is in the south and the Turkish Cypriot 

is in the north ,as an opposition to the proposals of reunification when the 

island was split in the 1974 Turkish invasion. This solution is mostly pushed by 

the Turkish republic and the Cypriot Turkey ,and according to Cypriot media  

it is pushed by them in case the UN-mediated peace process fails. Can the 

island be divided into two separate states, with different language and religion, 

permanently? 

 

● The Cyprus reunification plan or Annan plan ,proposes the reunification of the 

two opposing sides after the Turkish invasion in 1974 and restructure the 

Republic of Cyprus to the United Republic of Cyprus, a two-state federation. 

This solution has been proposed by the UN and made its way to the 2004 

referendum. Can the isle be reunified to a permanent two-state federation? 

 

●  Another plan proposed about the Cyprus dispute is the ABC plan, presented 

by the United States of America and co-authored by Britain and Canada and it 

demanded the withdrawal of all the foreing troops, the Turkish Cypriots to 

give a large percentage of their land to the Greek Cypriots and the creation of 

a Bicommunal Bizonal Federation. Can all the foreign troops be removed and 

can the Greek Cypriots take back most of their land, so that a Bicommunal 

Bizonal Federation may be created ? 

 

Treaties on the matter: 

Treaty of Nicosia : 
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https://peacemaker.un.org/cyprus-nicosia-treaty60 

This treaty ,dating from 16/08/1960, allows the UK to utilize Cyprus territory for 

military use. 

 

Treaty of Guarantee : 

https://peacemaker.un.org/cyprus-nicosia-

treaty60https://peacemaker.un.org/cyprus-greece-turkey-guarantee60 

Part of the Treaty of Nicosia ,guarantees the independence and territorial integrity of 

Cyprus and does not allow the promotion of the union of Cyprus with other states. 

 

 

High-Level Agreement : 

https://www.mfa.gr/en/the-cyprus-issue/relevant-documents/additional-

documents.html?page=7 

This agreement dates from 12/02/1977 between the e then President of the Republic, 

Archbishop Makarios, and the Turkish Cypriot leader, Mr. Denktash. 

Treaty of Accession 2003 : 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L:2003:236:TOC 

This treaty ,dates from 1/5/2003 and it is a treaty between the member states of the EU 

and ten other countries concerning their accession to the EU. 

 

Chair’s personal message to the delegates: 

 

If you find any difficulties along your journey or, with the topic and the bgp 

respectively, don’t hesitate to contact me at the following address; 

thomas.karpro@gmail.com 

 

Sources/Material for further research: 

● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus_problem#EOKA_campaign_and_creation_of_TMT,_19

55%E2%80%931959 

● https://www.un.org/press/en/cyprus 

● https://mfa.gov.cy/efforts-to-resolve-the-cyprus-question.html 

https://peacemaker.un.org/cyprus-nicosia-treaty60
https://peacemaker.un.org/cyprus-nicosia-treaty60
https://peacemaker.un.org/cyprus-nicosia-treaty60
https://peacemaker.un.org/cyprus-greece-turkey-guarantee60
https://www.mfa.gr/en/the-cyprus-issue/relevant-documents/additional-documents.html?page=7
https://www.mfa.gr/en/the-cyprus-issue/relevant-documents/additional-documents.html?page=7
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L:2003:236:TOC
mailto:thomas.karpro@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus_problem#EOKA_campaign_and_creation_of_TMT,_1955%E2%80%931959
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus_problem#EOKA_campaign_and_creation_of_TMT,_1955%E2%80%931959
https://www.un.org/press/en/cyprus
https://mfa.gov.cy/efforts-to-resolve-the-cyprus-question.html
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● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_Cypriot_history 

● https://cyprus-mail.com/2022/04/27/cyprus-makes-representations-to-unsg-over-turkish-

violations/ 

● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ABC_plan_(Cyprus) 

● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Accession_2003 

● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annan_Plan 

● https://www.researchgate.net/publication/50416297_The_Cyprus_Problem_What_Everyone

_Needs_to_Know 

● https://eur-lex.europa.eu/collection/eu-law/treaties/treaties-accession.html 

● https://www.mfa.gov.tr/the-founding-treaties-and-the-1960-constitution.en.mfa 

● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus%E2%80%93Greece_relations 

● https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/uk-urges-successful-resolution-of-cyprus-issue/2132510 

● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus%E2%80%93United_Kingdom_relations 

● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreign_relations_of_Cyprus#Asia 
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