
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee: Social, Cultural and Humanitarian Committee 

(Intermediate – SOCHUM 2) 

 

Hello dear delegates! My name is Georgina Stamatoukou and this year, my first time as 

a chair we will be together at the SOCHUM II Committee along with my two other 

wonderful co-chairs. If I could give you a piece of advice, it would be to just take it easy! 

You should live this experience to its fullest, have fun and just relax. I assure you, if you 

are a beginner no one will judge you, so don’t be afraid to speak up and participate! If 

you have any questions don’t hesitate to contact me in this email : 

stamatoukougeorgia@gmail.com 

 

Hello delegates! I would like to personally welcome you all MSKMUN 2023. My name is 

Myrto, I’m 13 years old and I attend the Anavryta Model High School. I am very happy 

to be a part of this conference and serve as your chair this year and I hope that you are 

excited as well. If you have any questions you can contact me. 

(myrtotakitsampala@outlook.com.gr)  

Greetings lovely delegates! My name is Christina Liakou and I will be one of the three 

chairs in MSK MUN’s 2023 SOCHUM committee. I am looking forward to meeting you 

all and to having a well-structured and fruitful debate together. If you have any 

questions whatsoever do not hesitate to contact me at: christine.liakou10@gmail.com or 

@kriskris._ 

               

mailto:myrtotakitsampala@outlook.com.gr
mailto:christine.liakou10@gmail.com
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Topic: Rehabilitation of people suffering from mental illnesses 

 

Timeline of events 

1908 Clifford Beers, with his autobiography ‘A mind that found itself’ 

raises awareness of the awful treatment he and other mentally ill 

patients received in mental institutions. He also sparks the mental 

health reform movement. 

1913 Asylums built under the 1913 Mental Deficiency Act were not 

hospitals, but "colonies" designed to separate defectives from the 

gene- pool of the nation. 

1920 The Board of Control took over Rampton as the first English State 

Institution for mentally defective people considered dangerous. 

Rampton was now part of the Board of Control's remit to control 

mental deficiency. 

1926 Mental After Care Association providing for 400 people in "cottage 

homes" and 150 people with work placements. Another 1,450 

received home visits. 

1939 Jubilee book for Middlesex divides care of mental defectives into 

community care and institutional care 

5 July 

1946-

1948 

The National Health Service Act comes into effect, which provides for 

the establishment of a comprehensive health service for England and 

Wales. 

May 1957 Royal Commission on the Law Relating to Mental Illness and Mental 

Deficiency reported that mental disorder should be regarded "in 

much the same way as physical illness and disability"  

1961 Mental After Care Associations’ first hostel offering short-term care 

opened in Ipswich, England 

1976 Peak in mental hospital admissions. 

1983 The mental health act UK passes. 

2007 The mental health act is updated. 

2010 The affordable care act is signed into law. 

2013 The American Psychiatric Association publishes the DSM-5  
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Terms dictionary 

Mental Illness: The loss of mental health and of that ability to cope. 

Mental Health Reform Movement: A movement that gave to the mentally ill the 

proper care without them being abused. 

Rehabilitation: The care someone receives in order to get back, keep, or improve 

abilities that he need for daily life. 

Locked rehab: A unit where patients are unable to leave as and when they want. 

Mental Health Parity: The equal treatment of mental health conditions and 

substance use disorders in insurance plans. 

National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI): The National Alliance on Mental 

Illness, the nation’s largest grassroots mental health organization dedicated to 

building better lives for the millions of Americans affected by mental illness. 

Stigma: a mark of disgrace associated with a particular circumstance, condition etc.  

PSR: Psychiatric rehabilitation  

Deinstitutionalization: The procedure of shifting the care and support from long-

stay psychiatric hospitals to community mental health services for patients 

diagnosed with severe mental disorders. 

Community Mental Health Hubs: They are based around GP surgeries and give 

you access to specialist mental health support. 

General Practice (GP) surgeries: They are usually the first contact if you have a 

health problem. They can treat many conditions and give health advice. 

Positive Education:  Is a teaching method that teaches skills and knowledge to help 

prevent illbeing and promote wellbeing within the context of living a good life. 

Mental Asylum: a hospital for people with mental illness: a mental hospital 

Board of Control: an executive body that usually deals with financial and 

administrative matters. 

Clifford Beers:  Author of the book ‘A mind that found itself’ and founder of the 

mental hygiene movement.  

Open door policy: a policy of maintaining open doors in mental health settings and 

particularly hospital-based settings that otherwise would be 'closed' or 'locked' 

The Mental Health Act UK: The Mental Health Act 1983 is the law in England and 

Wales that tells people with mental health problems what their rights are regarding: 

• Assessment and treatment in hospital 

• Treatment in the community 

• Pathways into hospital, which can be civil or criminal 
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DSM-5: The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) is the 

handbook used by health care professionals in the United States and much of the 

world as the authoritative guide to the diagnosis of mental disorders. DSM contains 

descriptions, symptoms and other criteria for diagnosing mental disorders. It does 

not include guidelines or information about treatment. 

 The affordable care act: The comprehensive health care reform law enacted in         

March 2010 (sometimes known as ACA, PPACA, or “Obamacare”). 

The idiots act: It was an act of Parliament of the United Kingdom established in 1886 

It was intended to give "... facilities for the care, education, and training of Idiots and 

Imbeciles". It was replaces by the Mental Deficiency Act in 1913. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: A mental asylum in New Zealand, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whau_Lunatic_Asylum 

 

Countries of major involvement  

Sweden 

In sum, the evolution, strengths and weaknesses of the Swedish mental health 

system are quite similar to mental health systems in other Western countries; early 

reliance on stand-alone, state psychiatric hospitals, followed by 

deinstitutionalization and development of largely ambulatory, community mental 

health care. Community mental health care in Sweden is provided by two systems; 

treatment (and forensic services) by the county councils' mental health providers and 

generic services by the municipalities' social welfare system. The resulting division 

of roles and responsibilities creates a strong need for collaboration and coordination 

of activities on behalf of consumers. It can also have the unintended disincentives to 

serving more difficult consumers. All these difficulties notwithstanding, the Swedish 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whau_Lunatic_Asylum
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mental health system has made major stride in providing quality and appropriate 

care. 

 

Germany  

Germany is a leading figure battling the stigma around recovery from mental 

illnesses in Europe as the nation is prioritizing its citizens mental well-being since 

1990s. Diagnosed German citizens have access to financial support and extensive 

healthcare services. Germany runs programs to ease the transition from a mental 

health hospital back to everyday life. The country also has programs that provide the 

mentally ill with jobs. With roughly 270 mental health hospitals and sufficient 

healthcare workers to assist patients, it is made sure that the mentally ill are taken 

care of. Germany has dedicated extensive amounts of resources to create outreach 

campaigns that promote actively visiting psychologists and testing for mental 

illness. The country also works to reinforce the idea that seeking assistance for one’s 

mental illness is nothing to be ashamed of as a large portion of people suffer from 

them. 

 

Finland 

Being known as one of the happiest countries in the world it is no surprise that 

Finland is a country of major involvement in the rehabilitation of the mentally ill. In 

fact, suicide prevention is an area on which Finland has had remarkable success, 

thanks to a concerted policy effort over the past 30 years. Starting in the 1980s, 

Finland embarked on a series of national suicide strategies. The government 

established crisis phone lines and gave the media guidance on broadcasting suicide 

reports by recommending, for example, that information on the method of suicide to 

not be included in news stories. Lastly, the government focused on improving 

treatment for mental illness. These efforts helped bring down Finland’s overall 

suicide rate by over 50%. One reason for this success is that, rather than focusing 

only on preventing suicide, Finland chose instead to broadly improve its mental 

healthcare. The government focused on drivers of suicide, like depression, poor 

access to mental healthcare, substance and alcohol abuse as well as access to lethal 

means. Finland also set up an online Mental Health Hub, which provides therapies 

such as cognitive behavioral therapies for low-threshold disorders, for the whole of 

the country. 
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USA  

Many important organizations concerning mental health globally are based in the 

USA such as Mental Health America and National Alliance on Mental Illness 

(NAMI). Additionally, McLean Hospital, the largest and the best mental health 

facility is located in Massachusetts, USA. However, the mental health rehabilitation 

system in USA lacks in lots of sectors which can be improved exponentially. The 

main problem is that, in the U.S one of the wealthiest countries in the world, 

healthcare is not accessible to everyone and mental healthcare is still treated like a 

luxury. Mentally ill patients of average wage declare that they cannot afford the 

necessary medicine and in many cases, people cannot even afford therapy. 

 

Luxemburg 

Luxemburg’s movements regarding mental health are impressive as they are 

regularly encouraging mental health awareness. Throughout the nation, an 

educational approach known as Positive Education, brings well-being and 

achievement skills together, instead of only focusing on the latter “Building life skills 

in children and adolescents and providing them with psychosocial support in 

schools and other community settings can help promote good mental health” as 

stated by a Luxembourg-based psychologist, Joanna West in City Savvy 

Luxembourg. She also stated that “Positive education programs, delivered in school, 

are well documented as a preventative strategy against depression and anxiety as 

well as supporting healthy self-esteem, emotion regulation, empathy and self-

efficacy”. 

 

UK 

Although the United Kingdom has constructed important resolutions concerning 

mental health such as the Affordable Care Act or the Mental Health Act and many 

important organizations such as the Mental Health Ireland and Mind, there is still a 

lot of stigma around the rehabilitation process. In Britain, seeking therapy is a big 

step – it’s an admission of an illness that is considered shameful, so therapy sessions 

would probably be kept secret. Much of this has its roots in Britain’s reserved culture 

– the idea that someone who is, for example, depressed should “just get on with it,” 

“sort it out,” and not under any circumstances “make a fuss”. Thankfully, British 

perceptions of mental illness have been changing over the last few years, due to 

government policy initiatives, charity-run organizations and – surprisingly – the 

intervention of Britain’s Royal family. A turning point came recently, in April 2017, 
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when Prince Harry, told the Daily Telegraph newspaper that he had sought therapy 

to deal with the death of his mother. 

 

China: Over 100 million Chinese people live with mental illness, and the country has 

struggled to create effective and accessible mental health treatment that meet the 

country’s growing demands. Under 6 percent of mentally ill Chinese people seek 

mental health treatment. Many do not seek or receive proper mental health care due 

to mental health stigma, unlicensed psychologists who pose as counselors, and the 

practice of forced mental institutionalization. Nicholas Bequelin, a senior researcher 

at Human Rights Watch, describes the confinement method as “an absolute violation 

of medical ethics." In May 2013, the first mental health law in China was passed — a 

bill that contains seven chapters and 85 articles of protections for mentally ill 

citizens, and goals to strengthen China’s mental health care system. 

 

Canada: While Canada is often lauded for its universal healthcare system, the 

country lacks a bit when it comes to effective mental healthcare. 1 in 5 

Canadians live with a mental illness, but over 60 percent will not seek treatment out 

of fear of being stigmatized. Though Canadians can be readily prescribed psychiatric 

medication, the wait lists for psychotherapy is long and limited, leaving over 35 

percent of Canadians feeling as though they didn't receive the therapeutic treatment 

they needed. 

 

South Africa: In February 2017, South Africa’s health ombudsman announced 94 

state mental health patients died due to general lack of care after being prematurely 

removed from state-contracted institutions. South Africa is in the midst of a mental 

health care crisis because the country does not have enough psychologists or 

funding to support mentally disabled citizens, and stigma is still rampant in the 

country. Additionally, studies suggest over half of South Africans who live with 

mental illness consult a faith or traditional healer as a form of counseling, despite 

healers' lack of training in psychology. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2016-11/28/content_27501518.htm
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2016/may/18/millions-people-mental-illness-china-india-untreated-study-lancet
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1142193/psychologists-say-quacks-are-posing-counsellors
http://edition.cnn.com/2014/05/06/world/asia/china-mental-health/index.html
https://www.nchrd.org/2014/05/dubious-shrinks-political-prisoners-inside-chinas-mental-health-care-system/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4390407/
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/health-care-system/reports-publications/health-care-system/canada.html
https://www.mentalhealthcommission.ca/English/focus-areas/mental-health-matters
https://www.mentalhealthcommission.ca/English/focus-areas/mental-health-matters
https://beta.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/how-to-fix-canadas-mental-health-system/article24733006/?ref=http://www.theglobeandmail.com&
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2017/02/15/crisis-over-mental-health-care-south-africa-continues
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2017/02/15/crisis-over-mental-health-care-south-africa-continues
https://theconversation.com/why-south-africa-is-failing-mental-health-patients-and-what-can-be-done-about-it-66445
https://theconversation.com/why-south-africa-is-failing-mental-health-patients-and-what-can-be-done-about-it-66445
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3233225/


  COMMITTEE: SOCHUM 2 

 

Page 8 of 52 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: The countries with the best mental healthcare in the world, mapped.     

https://www.williamrussell.com/blog/countries-best-mental-healthcare/ 

 

 

Background information:  

Definition of mental illness: 

Mental Illness refers collectively to all diagnosable mental disorders — health 

conditions involving: Significant changes in thinking, emotion and/or behavior. 

Distress and/or problems functioning in social, work or family activities. Those 

suffering from any kind of mental illness should have the right and the opportunity 

to seek medical help or/and supervision.  

Examples of mental illnesses: 

• Anxiety disorders 

• Depression 

• Bipolar disorder 

• Personality disorders 

• Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 

• Psychotic disorders 

What does the term diagnosis mean on psychology? 

The process of identifying and determining the nature of a disease or disorder by its 

signs and symptoms, through the use of assessment techniques (e.g., tests and 

examinations) and other available evidence. 

 

Treatment: 

Need for treatment takes into consideration how severe the symptoms are, how 

much symptoms cause distress and affect daily living, the risks and benefits of 

available treatments and other factors (for example, psychiatric symptoms 

complicating other illness). Mental health treatment is based upon an individualized 

plan developed collaboratively with a mental health clinician and an individual (and 

https://www.williamrussell.com/blog/countries-best-mental-healthcare/
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family members if the individual desires). It may include psychotherapy (talk 

therapy), medication or other treatments. Often a combination of therapy and 

medication is most effective. Complementary and alternative therapies are also 

increasingly being used. 

 

Definition of rehabilitation on the medical field: 

Rehabilitation is care that can help someone get back, keep, or improve abilities that 

they need for daily life. These abilities may be physical, mental, and/or cognitive 

(thinking and learning). They may have been lost them because of a disease or 

injury, or as a side effect from a medical treatment. 

 

Rehabilitation on mental health: 

All patients suffering from severe and persistent mental illness require 

rehabilitation. The goal of psychiatric rehabilitation is to help disabled individuals to 

develop the emotional, social and intellectual skills needed to live, learn and work in 

the community with the least amount of professional support. 

Through mental health rehabilitation services people recover from the difficulties of 

longer-term mental health problems. They help and support people who still find it 

difficult to cope with everyday life or get on with other people. The usual stay lasts 6 

months to 2 years. 

The rehabilitation team includes psychiatrists, nurses, occupational therapists, 

psychologists and social workers. 

It is most usual the people with diagnosis such as schizophrenia, schizoaffective 

disorder or bipolar disorder, though only around one in every 100 patients require 

rehabilitation. 

 

Inpatient rehabilitation: 

Using an inpatient rehab program means staying in a facility for the rehabilitative 

therapy and care one needs. This requires being admitted to a rehab program and 

staying there – similar to a regular hospital – until treatment is complete. When  

admitted to a rehabilitation service, the patient should have a detailed assessment 

which includes their views and preferences. The staff will discuss a care plan with 

them, and if needed, with a carer or a family member. As time goes on, the patient 

spends more and more time doing things in the community and less time in the unit. 

 

Community rehabilitation: 
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This service supports people who have made the move from a rehabilitation unit to 

some form of supported accommodation, but still require ongoing support with 

their day-to-day lives, both social and personal. The community rehabilitation team 

can give more specialized support than the more general community mental health 

teams. The team will continue the work of the rehabilitation unit. They will work 

with the patient to update their care plan and make sure that it progresses. They will 

support them with managing medication, looking after their home and doing any 

activities the patient may want to get involved with. 

 

The aims of mental health rehabilitation: 

• To learn or re-learn life skills. 

• To get your confidence back. 

• To cope better without so much help. 

• To achieve the things you want to, like living in your own flat, getting a job or 

building family relationships. 

• To feel independent and comfortable with your life. 

 

 Examples of different types of treatment provided during this process: 

• Medication. 

• Talking therapies (e.g., cognitive behavior therapy and specific work with 

families and carers). 

• Guidance on healthy living (e.g., diet, exercise and quitting smoking). 

• Help to reduce or stop alcohol and street drug use. 

 

Examples of rehabilitation methods: 

• Preventative Rehabilitation. 

• Restorative Rehabilitation. 

• Supportive Rehabilitation. 

• Palliative Rehabilitation 

 

Examples of Recovery Methods : 

•Self Help  

A self-help plan is a unique health plan where an individual addresses his or her 

condition by implementing strategies that promote wellness. Self-help plans may 

involve addressing wellness, recovery, triggers or warning signs.  

•Complementary & Alternative Medicine 
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Complementary & Alternative Medicine, or CAM, refers to treatment and practices 

that are not typically associated with standard care. CAM may be used in place of or 

addition to standard health practices. 

•Hospitalization 

In a minority of cases, hospitalization may be necessary so that an individual can be 

closely monitored, accurately diagnosed or have medications adjusted when their 

mental illness temporarily worsens. 

 

How can a mentally ill person be rehabilitated? 

• Medication 

• Therapy 

• Counseling 

• Hospitalization 

• Brain stimulation treatments  

• Psychiatric rehabilitation. 

In many cases there may need a combination of some of these forms of treatment. 

Psychiatric rehabilitation, or psychosocial rehabilitation  

as is nowadays more often termed, is a science in psychiatry that has had a 

limited role in the actual practice of managing mental illnesses. Even in 

developing countries the emphasis on rehabilitation as a component of managing 

severe mental illness is often neglected in favour of instituting newer generations 

of medicines with the premise that these will produce dramatic improvements in 

symptoms and subsequently in the level of functioning of the patient. 

 

The return of the mentally ill to a functioning and productive state is a crucial 

goal. In most developing countries, any person who has truly recovered from any 

illness is expected by his or her family to be productive and fully or at least partly 

functional. Thus, recovery followed by unemployment or being poorly functional 

is not only frowned upon but in some may contribute to rejection and additional 

stigma even within the family. Thus, an important aim of any psychosocial 

rehabilitation is to get the recovering patient back to employment or at least 

assume a functional and productive role. Any other outcome can be a source of 

stress to patient and family. 

Previous attempts to solve the issue:  

In the recent years, mental health has been an issue that has caught the attention of 

many organizations such as the United Nations or the World Health Organization 

and it has been attempted in the past to solve this issue. 
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 Mental Health Action Plan 2013-2030: what Member States can do. 

The Comprehensive Mental Health Action Plan 2013-2030 builds upon its 

predecessor and sets out clear actions for Member States, the WHO Secretariat and 

international, regional and national partners to promote mental health and well-

being for all, to prevent mental health conditions for those at-risk and to achieve 

universal coverage for mental health services. 1 

➢ Human Rights Council (HRC) Resolution on Mental Health and Human 

Rights  

On 28 September 2017, the Human Rights Council (HRC) approved the Resolution 

on Mental Health and Human Rights. The Resolution was proposed by the 

Permanent Missions of Brazil and Portugal, with the support of 59 co-sponsors to 

date. This resolution was built through an open and constructive negotiation 

process, with the aim to ensure its adoption by consensus. 

 

➢ The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable 

Development Goals (United Nations, 2015) 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the SDGs were adopted in 

September 2015 at the United Nations Summit and included mental health and well-

being as new key targets. The Millennium Declaration and the MDGs did not 

mention mental health and disability; therefore, this inclusion is ground-breaking. 

Among the 17 SDGs, mental health and well-being are included in Goal 3 in 

addition to Our vision and The new Agenda sections of the 2030 Agenda.2 

 

The situation today:  

Having faced numerous difficulties over the past few years (e.g. global economic 

crisis, pandemic of Covid-19) it is no surprise that the levels of anxiety have 

extremely risen with the main causes being:  

• poor health 

 

 1 “Mental Health Action Plan 2013-2030 Flyer: What Member States Can Do.” World Health 

Organization, World Health Organization, https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/mental-health-

action-plan-2013-2030-flyer-what-member-states-can-

do#:~:text=The%20Comprehensive%20Mental%20Health%20Action%20Plan%202013-

2030%20builds,to%20achieve%20universal%20coverage%20for%20mental%20health%20services.  

2 Un-Mhwd Book 2015 - United Nations University. 

https://i.unu.edu/media/iigh.unu.edu/news/3735/UN-MHWD-Book-2015.pdf.    

 

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/mental-health-action-plan-2013-2030-flyer-what-member-states-can-do#:~:text=The%20Comprehensive%20Mental%20Health%20Action%20Plan%202013-2030%20builds,to%20achieve%20universal%20coverage%20for%20mental%20health%20services
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/mental-health-action-plan-2013-2030-flyer-what-member-states-can-do#:~:text=The%20Comprehensive%20Mental%20Health%20Action%20Plan%202013-2030%20builds,to%20achieve%20universal%20coverage%20for%20mental%20health%20services
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/mental-health-action-plan-2013-2030-flyer-what-member-states-can-do#:~:text=The%20Comprehensive%20Mental%20Health%20Action%20Plan%202013-2030%20builds,to%20achieve%20universal%20coverage%20for%20mental%20health%20services
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/mental-health-action-plan-2013-2030-flyer-what-member-states-can-do#:~:text=The%20Comprehensive%20Mental%20Health%20Action%20Plan%202013-2030%20builds,to%20achieve%20universal%20coverage%20for%20mental%20health%20services
https://i.unu.edu/media/iigh.unu.edu/news/3735/UN-MHWD-Book-2015.pdf
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• difficult relationships 

•  unemployment 

•  poverty and disadvantage 

•  Loneliness 

•  work stress. 

But does everyone need rehabilitation in order to recover from a mental health 

issue? The answer is no PSR is an important part of mental health services as it 

promotes recovery and community integration. People with chronic and severe 

psychiatric conditions can benefit from psychosocial rehabilitation services. It can 

help them learn basic skills that allow them to function and cope with their 

condition. People with intellectual and cognitive disabilities can benefit from gaining 

life, social, and self-care skills. In any case, the following principles should be 

followed in order for the process to to succeed  

1. Promote Adaptation. 

2. Emphasize Abilities. 

3. Treat the Whole Person. 

4. Time. 

5. Educate. 

6. People Centered Care. 

 

How the stigma around rehabilitation affects patient’s lives? 

Stigma can negatively impact someone's mental health, self-image, and self-

confidence. It can make someone feel depressed and lead to the denial of 

opportunities. 

They also have difficulties concerning, finding work, being in a steady, long-term 

relationship living in decent housing, being socially included in mainstream society, 

being considered credible. 

 

What does treatment and rehabilitation mean on mental health? 

The treatment of mental health disorders usually includes two aspects: the actual 

treatment itself, and rehabilitation. Treatment focuses on reducing the symptoms of 

an illness that are present in the patient. In the case of a person with fever, the goal 

of treatment is to bring down the body temperature. Often, the lines demarcating 

treatment and rehabilitation may be blurred but there is no strict boundary between 

them. Although treatment is essential for any mental health patient, many of them 

do not require rehabilitation as for some, medication, therapy or a combination of 

both is enough. 
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         The effects of Covid-19 on global mental health: 

It is sure that the global pandemic of Covid-19 has had a major influence on 

everyone’s mental state, with the younger people being hit harder. In the first year of 

the COVID-19 pandemic, global prevalence of anxiety and depression increased by 

25%, according to World Health Organization. For some COVID-19 has sparked or 

amplified much more serious mental health problems. A great number of people 

have reported psychological distress and symptoms of depression, anxiety or post-

traumatic stress. 

Figure 3: Chart describing mental illness in Europe 

https://www.oecdilibrary.org/sites/7d8fd88een/index.html?itemId=/content/paper/7d8fd88

een 

 

 

 
  

 

https://www.oecdilibrary.org/sites/7d8fd88een/index.html?itemId=/content/paper/7d8fd88een
https://www.oecdilibrary.org/sites/7d8fd88een/index.html?itemId=/content/paper/7d8fd88een
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Figure 4: Chart describing the impact Covid-19 had on global mental health 

https://www.healthdata.org/infographic/covid-19-pandemic-has-had-large-and-uneven-impact- 

global-mental-health 

https://www.healthdata.org/infographic/covid-19-pandemic-has-had-large-and-uneven-impact-
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Figure 5: “Rehabilitation Services for Adults with Disabilities – PDG Rehab.” PDG 

Rehabilitation Services, 13 June 2022, https://www.pdgrehab.com/. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pdgrehab.com/
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The problem, oversimplified:  

Psychiatric or psychosocial rehabilitation -when needed- has a crucial role in a 

patient’s recovery journey. Its main goal is to help an individual to be as 

independent as possible in everyday activities such as personal care or shopping, 

better understand and overcome life’s challenges, but most importantly, after the 

rehabilitation process the individual should be and feel ready to be an active and 

functioning part of the society. Living in stable housing, finding a job, creating and 

maintaining relationships are tasks that a recovered person should be able to 

accomplish. Social integration after spending a certain amount of time in 

rehabilitation may not be as easy. Unfortunately, in many cases the social stigma 

around this process, slows down their reintegration as they are viewed as not 

credible and mentally stable enough. 

 

Possible solutions:  

How can the stigma around mental health rehabilitation be reduced? 

Which is government’s role in citizens proper rehabilitation? 

How can each individual contribute to mental health rehabilitation? 

How could the social integration of the rehabilitated be easier? 

 

Treaties on the matter:  

Mental Deficiency Act – 1913 

The Mental Health Act (UK) - 1983 

Affordable Care Act- March 23, 2010 

Mental Health Action Plan 2013-2030 

 

Chair’s personal message to the delegates: 

Dear delegates,  

As you all know, you are required to come up with wonderful ideas and realistic 

solutions for them to be discussed in a formal and peaceful way in this year’s MSK 

MUN conference. You should always keep in mind that you should address your 

delegation’s views -not your own- in a non-offensive and well-structured resolution. 

After you have read this background paper, I urge you to do some further research 

on your own, using the links below, in order to develop your opinion and better 

understand your delegation’s views. I am more than sure that we will have a fruitful 

debate and that we will be voted best committee. 

Best regards, 
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Chair Georgina Stamatoukou 

Sources/Material for further research: 

1. https://www.william-russell.com/blog/countries-best-mental-healthcare/ 

2. https://publichealth.jhu.edu/departments/mental-health/about/origins-of-mental-

health 

3. https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/explore-mental-health/publications/surviving-

or-thriving-state-uks-mental-health 

4. https://www.theguardian.com/society/2019/apr/23/nhs-mental-health-patients-

locked-in-secure-ward-rehabilitation-years 

5. https://www.physio-pedia.com/Introduction_to_Rehabilitation 

6. https://ourworldindata.org/mental-health 

7. https://digital.nhs.uk/blog/transformation-blog/2018/the-past-present-and-future-

of-innovation-in-mental-health 

8. http://studymore.org.uk/mhhtim.htm 

9. https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/10981273/ 

10. https://borgenproject.org/mental-health-in-germany/ 

11. https://ps.psychiatryonline.org/doi/10.1176/appi.ps.201700401 

12. https://www.huffpost.com/entry/how-countries-are-failing-to-integrate-people-

with_b_58e7d2d6e4b0acd784ca57ca 

13. https://www.bustle.com/p/what-does-mental-health-care-look-like-abroad-this-

is-how-9-countries-treat-mental-illness-2885010 

14. https://www.talkspace.com/blog/america-mental-health-care-systems/ 

15. https://medicaltravelmarket.com/news/6-distinctive-mental-health-treatment-

providers 

16. https://www.coe.int/en/web/bioethics/hospital-based-initiatives/-

/highest_rated_assets/2fqlxqVUZDqT/content/-open-door-policy-germany-

switzerland-and-elsewhere?inheritRedirect=false 

17. https://klau.nd.edu/assets/331758/venturamentalhealth.pdf 

18. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4024199/ 

19. https://www.coe.int/en/web/bioethics/psychiatry 

20. https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/issues/mental-health-and-

development.html 

21. https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/mental-health-action-plan-2013-2030-

flyer-what-member-states-can-

do#:~:text=The%20Comprehensive%20Mental%20Health%20Action%20Plan%202

013-

2030%20builds,to%20achieve%20universal%20coverage%20for%20mental%20hea

lth%20services. 

22. https://www.whiteswanfoundation.org/mental-health-matters/understanding-

mental-health/what-is-psychiatric-rehabilitation 

https://www.william-russell.com/blog/countries-best-mental-healthcare/
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/departments/mental-health/about/origins-of-mental-health
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/departments/mental-health/about/origins-of-mental-health
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/explore-mental-health/publications/surviving-or-thriving-state-uks-mental-health
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/explore-mental-health/publications/surviving-or-thriving-state-uks-mental-health
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2019/apr/23/nhs-mental-health-patients-locked-in-secure-ward-rehabilitation-years
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2019/apr/23/nhs-mental-health-patients-locked-in-secure-ward-rehabilitation-years
https://www.physio-pedia.com/Introduction_to_Rehabilitation
https://ourworldindata.org/mental-health
https://digital.nhs.uk/blog/transformation-blog/2018/the-past-present-and-future-of-innovation-in-mental-health
https://digital.nhs.uk/blog/transformation-blog/2018/the-past-present-and-future-of-innovation-in-mental-health
http://studymore.org.uk/mhhtim.htm
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/10981273/
https://borgenproject.org/mental-health-in-germany/
https://ps.psychiatryonline.org/doi/10.1176/appi.ps.201700401
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/how-countries-are-failing-to-integrate-people-with_b_58e7d2d6e4b0acd784ca57ca
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/how-countries-are-failing-to-integrate-people-with_b_58e7d2d6e4b0acd784ca57ca
https://www.bustle.com/p/what-does-mental-health-care-look-like-abroad-this-is-how-9-countries-treat-mental-illness-2885010
https://www.bustle.com/p/what-does-mental-health-care-look-like-abroad-this-is-how-9-countries-treat-mental-illness-2885010
https://www.talkspace.com/blog/america-mental-health-care-systems/
https://medicaltravelmarket.com/news/6-distinctive-mental-health-treatment-providers
https://medicaltravelmarket.com/news/6-distinctive-mental-health-treatment-providers
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bioethics/hospital-based-initiatives/-/highest_rated_assets/2fqlxqVUZDqT/content/-open-door-policy-germany-switzerland-and-elsewhere?inheritRedirect=false
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bioethics/hospital-based-initiatives/-/highest_rated_assets/2fqlxqVUZDqT/content/-open-door-policy-germany-switzerland-and-elsewhere?inheritRedirect=false
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bioethics/hospital-based-initiatives/-/highest_rated_assets/2fqlxqVUZDqT/content/-open-door-policy-germany-switzerland-and-elsewhere?inheritRedirect=false
https://klau.nd.edu/assets/331758/venturamentalhealth.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4024199/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bioethics/psychiatry
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/issues/mental-health-and-development.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/issues/mental-health-and-development.html
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/mental-health-action-plan-2013-2030-flyer-what-member-states-can-do#:~:text=The%20Comprehensive%20Mental%20Health%20Action%20Plan%202013-2030%20builds,to%20achieve%20universal%20coverage%20for%20mental%20health%20services
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/mental-health-action-plan-2013-2030-flyer-what-member-states-can-do#:~:text=The%20Comprehensive%20Mental%20Health%20Action%20Plan%202013-2030%20builds,to%20achieve%20universal%20coverage%20for%20mental%20health%20services
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/mental-health-action-plan-2013-2030-flyer-what-member-states-can-do#:~:text=The%20Comprehensive%20Mental%20Health%20Action%20Plan%202013-2030%20builds,to%20achieve%20universal%20coverage%20for%20mental%20health%20services
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/mental-health-action-plan-2013-2030-flyer-what-member-states-can-do#:~:text=The%20Comprehensive%20Mental%20Health%20Action%20Plan%202013-2030%20builds,to%20achieve%20universal%20coverage%20for%20mental%20health%20services
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/mental-health-action-plan-2013-2030-flyer-what-member-states-can-do#:~:text=The%20Comprehensive%20Mental%20Health%20Action%20Plan%202013-2030%20builds,to%20achieve%20universal%20coverage%20for%20mental%20health%20services
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/mental-health-action-plan-2013-2030-flyer-what-member-states-can-do#:~:text=The%20Comprehensive%20Mental%20Health%20Action%20Plan%202013-2030%20builds,to%20achieve%20universal%20coverage%20for%20mental%20health%20services
https://www.whiteswanfoundation.org/mental-health-matters/understanding-mental-health/what-is-psychiatric-rehabilitation
https://www.whiteswanfoundation.org/mental-health-matters/understanding-mental-health/what-is-psychiatric-rehabilitation
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23. https://www.healthdata.org/infographic/covid-19-pandemic-has-had-large-and-

uneven-impact-global-mental-health 

24. https://i.unu.edu/media/iigh.unu.edu/news/3735/UN-MHWD-Book-2015.pdf 

25. https://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/hrc-mental-health-resolution 

26. https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/mental-health-action-plan-2013-2030-

flyer-what-member-states-can-

do#:~:text=The%20Comprehensive%20Mental%20Health%20Action%20Plan%202

013-

2030%20builds,to%20achieve%20universal%20coverage%20for%20mental%20hea

lth%20services. 

27. https://www.easybib.com/mla/website-

citation/search?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.priorygroup.com%2Fmedia%2F597993

%2Fmens-mental-health-infographic-min.jpg 

28. https://psychiatry.org/patients-families/what-is-mental-illness 

29. https://mhanational.org/mental-health-treatments 

30. https://www.who.int/news-room/facts-in-pictures/detail/mental-health 

31. https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/legal-rights/mental-health-act-

1983/mental-health-act-faqs/ 

32. https://psychiatry.org/psychiatrists/practice/dsm/frequently-asked-questions 

33. https://www.healthcare.gov/glossary/affordable-care-act/ 

34. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2978191/ 

35. https://dbpedia.org/page/Idiots_Act_1886 

36. https://www.talkspace.com/blog/us-versus-uk-comparing-mental-health-care-

stigma/ 

37. https://www.rehabselect.net/facts-about-inpatient-rehab-versus-outpatient-

therapy 

38. https://www.verywellmind.com/psychosocial-rehabilitation-4589796 

39. https://dictionary.apa.org/diagnosis 
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Topic: The question of police brutality 

  

Timeline of events:  

 

Most important but at the same time recent events paved the way for the current 

situation to become what we have learned. 

 

1872, Chicago  

 

The first use of the term police brutality in the American press 

by the Chicago Tribune. 

 

1957-1960, USA 

 

During the 50s and 60s, the civil rights action confronted 

police cruelty and further racial discrimination and 

segregation, alongside the opposition to Jim Crow systems in 

the South. In Detroit, black Americans endured unfairness 

through racist policicng. 

 

1991, USA     

 

A group of LAPD officers ordered Rodney King and the other 

two occupants of the car to exit the vehicle and lie flat on the 

ground. Officers tried to force King down, but he resisted, and 

the officers stepped back and shot King twice with an electric 

stun gun, carrying a charge of 50,000 volts. 

 

      2005, UK In the UK, in 2005, a young Brazilian man was arrested and 

shot by Metropolitan Police in Central London. The man, Jean 

Charles Menezes, died later. 

     2010, Serbia In July 2010 five people, including two girls, were arrested, 

handcuffed, beaten with clubs, and mistreated for one hour. 

Security camera recordings of the beating were obtained by 

the media and public outrage when released. 

      2011, Spain  Gorka Ramos, a journalist of Lainformacion was beaten by 

police and arrested while covering 15-M protests near the 

Interior Ministry in Madrid. 

July, 2013 

 

The BLM movement began with the use of the hashtag 

#BlackLivesMatter on social media after the acquittal of 

George Zimmerman in the shooting death of African-

American teen Trayvon Martin 17 months earlier in February 

2012. 

 

2016, UK Former footballer Dalian Atkinson was killed when PC 

Benjamin Monk tasered him for 33 seconds and kicked him in 
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the head. 

2019-2020,  

Hong Kong 

There have been several instances of police brutality towards 

protesters in the 2019–20 Hong Kong protests. 

January, 2020 Eye injuries in Chilean protests: in two separate incidents two 

men were permanently blinded in one of their eyes as result of 

being hit by tear gas grenades shot by Chilean riot police. 

USA, 2020 

 

The George Floyd protest movement began hours after his 

murder as bystander video and word of mouth began to 

spread.The George Floyd protests were a series of protests 

and civil unrest against police brutality and racism that began 

in Minneapolis on May 26, 2020, and largely took place during 

2020. 

 

May, 2022 Police brutally attack and severely injure university students 

in Greece. 

 

Terms dictionary: 

LAPD: Los Angeles Police Department  

Police brutality: The excessive and unwarranted use of force by law enforcement 

against an individual or a group. It is an extreme form of police misconduct and is a 

civil rights violation. 

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA): Independent government agency in the 

executive branch charged with carrying out intelligence and counterintelligence 

operations in support of national security. 

BLM: A decentralized political and social movement that seeks to highlight racism, 

discrimination, and inequality experienced by black people. 

Cato Institute: The Cato Institute is an American libertarian think tank 

headquartered in Washington, D.C. 

The United Nations: An international organization founded in 1945 by 51 countries 

committed to maintaining international peace and security, developing friendly 

relations among nations and promoting social progress, better living standards and 

human rights. 

Amnesty International: Amnesty International is a global movement of more than 

10 million people in over 150 countries and territories who campaign to end abuses 

of human rights. 

Blue wall of silence: The blue wall of silence, also blue code and blue shield, are 

terms used to denote the informal code of silence among police officers not to report 

on a colleague's errors, misconducts, or crimes, including police brutality. 
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Voyeurism: Voyeurism involves becoming sexually aroused by watching an 

unsuspecting person who is disrobing, naked, or engaged in sexual activity. 

Plaintiff: The party who brings a legal action or in whose name it is brought—as 

opposed to the defendant, the party who is being sued. The term corresponds to 

petitioner in equity and civil law and to libelant in admiralty. 

Arab Spring: The Arab Spring was a series of anti-government protests, uprisings, 

and armed rebellions that spread across much of the Arab world in the early 2010s. It 

began in response to corruption and economic stagnation and was first started in 

Tunisia. 

George Floyd: George Perry Floyd Jr. (October 14, 1973 – May 25, 2020) was an 

African-American man who was murdered by a police officer in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota, during an arrest after a store clerk suspected Floyd may have used a 

counterfeit twenty-dollar bill, on May 25, 2020. 

Goerge Zimmerman: George Michael Zimmerman (born October 5, 1983) is an 

American man who fatally shot Trayvon Martin, a 17-year-old black boy, in Sanford, 

Florida, on February 26, 2012. On July 13, 2013, he was acquitted of second-degree 

murder in Florida v. George Zimmerman. 

Trayvon Martin: Benjamin Martin (February 5, 1995 – February 26, 2012) was a 17-

year-old African-American from Miami Gardens, Florida, who was fatally shot in 

Sanford, Florida, by George Zimmerman, a 28-year-old Hispanic American. 

Rodney King: Glen King (April 2, 1965 – June 17, 2012) was an African American 

man who was a victim of police brutality. On March 3, 1991, he was beaten by LAPD 

officers during his arrest, after a high-speed chase 

Jim crow system: Jim Crow laws were a collection of state and local statutes that 

legalized racial segregation. Named after a Black minstrel show character, the laws—

which existed for about 100 years, from the post-Civil War era until 1968—were 

meant to marginalize African Americans by denying them the right to vote, hold 

jobs, get an education or other opportunities. 

Nadeem centre:  Nadeem Center was founded in 1993, although the idea behind it 

was conceived in 1989 when its founders, Seif el Dawla along with Dr Susan Fayyad 

and Dr Abdullah Mansour, saw the necessity to treat the effects of torture.  

Mubarak:  Hosni Sayyid Ibrahim Mubārak was an Egyptian politician and fourth 

general of Egypt , a position he held for almost thirty years, starting from 14 October 

1981 until 11 February 2011. Mubārak was appointed vice president of the Republic 

of Egypt after a brilliant military career in the ranks of the Egyptian air force , in 

which he distinguished himself as a general during the Kippur War (1973). He 
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assumed the presidency, succeeding Anwar al-Sādāt , following his assassination on 

6 October 1981 . 

 

Countries of major involvement: 

Police brutality exists in many countries; however, the largest concentrations can be 

found predominantly in the following countries. 

 

South Africa 

Figures suggest that more people were killed by police in South Africa in 2015 than 

in 2014, a statistic that prompted outcry in the country. Not only deaths, but also 

other incidences of police brutality were recorded as rising. These included tortures 

and rapes carried out by uniformed officers. It has become such a problem that the 

civil liability suits brought against the police force would be enough to wipe out 

their budget if all were upheld. There were 244 deaths in police custody in 2015, as 

well as 124 rape cases involving officers. 42 of those were on duty at the time of the 

attacks. There were 145 cases of police torture, almost a 50% increase on the year 

before. Protesters are also regularly faced with techniques such as the firing of 

rubber bullets. It’s clear that there is a problem with police brutality, a trend that has 

continued since the days of apartheid in the country. 

 

Brazil  

In the first four months of 2020, Rio police, by their own count, killed 606 people. In 

April, as isolation measures came into place, robberies and other crimes dropped 

dramatically, but police violence surged. Police killed close to six people a day, a 43 

percent increase from the same month last year. They were responsible for 35 

percent of all killings in Rio de Janeiro state in April. To put that in perspective, 

imagine police in the United States killing at a similar rate; they would be 

responsible for more than 36,000 deaths each year. Instead, US police shoot and kill 

about 1,000 people per year. That number includes cases where the use of deadly 

force was excessive and unwarranted, and too often indicative of flagrant 

discrimination against African-Americans. Some of those cases have led to public 

protest and unrest, as with the recent killing of George Floyd. More than three 

quarters of the close to 9,000 people killed by Rio police in the last decade were black 

men. 

 

Egypt 
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In 2004, a CIA officer called Robert Baer claimed that Egypt was the place to send a 

man if you wanted them to disappear from the face of the earth. Then the Arab 

Spring happened and things only got worse. Police brutality has skyrocketed and 

shows no signs of every slowing down. In 2015, the statistics were horrendous: 1,250 

people were forced to disappear, 267 were killed by the police force with no 

investigation or trial, and 40,000 people were remanded as political prisoners. These 

numbers were put together by human rights groups, and it’s thought that the true 

figures could be even higher. The Nadeem Centre documented more than 600 local 

cases of torture during the same year. As a result, the center was put under 

investigation for receiving foreign funding without authorization. Unfortunately, no 

solution has so far been found to stop the police brutality, particularly since the 

current government is of the opinion that the ousted Mubarak allowed all of this to 

begin because he was too lenient in allowing protests and opposition to his rule. 

 

Greece  

Greece has a long history of particularly violent relations between the policing arm 

of the state and protesters. While the Greek authorities acknowledge the existence of 

human rights abuses by law enforcement officials, they class them as “isolated 

incidents” and routinely fail to acknowledge the extent and depth of this systemic 

problem. Telling in this regard is the statement of the Vice president of the 

Panhellenic Union of police officers following the incidents at the Nea Smyrni square 

‘My colleagues were in for it because they are inexperienced. Just three truncheon 

blows and we are now on our knees apologizing to the unwashed. Previously he had 

described protesters as ‘antisocial toxic scum’ and ‘vampires’ that feed on police 

officers’ blood. Notwithstanding its long roots in Greek society, the growing police 

violence the past year has been met with anger, resistance and public calls for 

accountability. In response, on 12th March 2021, the Ministry of Public Protection 

issued a statement titled ‘42 facts about police arbitrariness and excessive violence’. 

While they admit that previous police investigations of violent incidents involving 

law enforcement had been flawed, they claim that this is a problem of the past. The 

police, the statement makes clear, holds the monopoly of lawful violence in the name 

of security and public order. The increase in the number of complaints about this 

violence (according to the Greek Ombudsman, complaints have gone up by 75% the 

past year), it states is a consequence of three, unrelated factors:  a) the Ministry has 

been encouraging the public to report state violence, b) there has been more policing 

due to the pandemic leading to more tensions, c) a social media trend that sees every 

use of violence as arbitrary and excessive. The Hellenic police are not the only 
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violent law enforcement body in Europe, the statement further makes clear, referring 

to cases from France and Spain. The document ends by promising more and better 

education for police officers. The Ministry also published a White Bible for citizens’ 

protection, allegedly in order to enter into a new social contract with the public.     

 

USA 

This has become a major problem in the country, particularly since 9/11 when the 

twin towers fell due to a terrorist attack. The changes brought in around that time 

allowed police officers to act almost with impunity, shooting to kill even on the 

slightest sliver of doubt that a suspect may become violent. There have been plenty 

of controversial shootings, as well as deaths in police custody, which have triggered 

riots and widespread condemnation. Some recent cases of note have included the 

fatal shooting of Michael Brown in Ferguson in 2014, Alton Sterling, Philando 

Castile, and Gregory Gunn. The killings have resulted in nationwide protests. The 

Black Lives Matter movement hasn't been shy about the thought that much of the 

police violence is racially motivated. Even prior to 9/11, there were many recorded 

cases of police brutality, but the situation has continued to worsen over time. 

 

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/blog/2020/06/05/policekillings/ 

 

United Arab Emirates 

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) member states have seen many cases of 

brutality, with some even involving senior figures. For example, Issa bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan, a United Arab Emirates (UAE) sheikh, was involved in the torture of many 

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/blog/2020/06/05/policekillings/
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business associates. He often recorded some of The abuse. Issa was eventually 

arrested but a court found him not guilty and released him. Amnesty International 

reported that a UAE worker was subjected to a wide array of torture methods during 

his time in jail, including beatings and sleep deprivation. UAE prisoners are also 

treated poorly and tortured. 

 

Italy 

The use of excessive violence by police officers has been a major concern in Italy 

since the 2000s. Beatings and violence are commonly used during demonstrations, 

and several murders have been carried out. 

 

Malta 

Malta’s Police Force (MPF) is one of the oldest in Europe, with the Maltese 

government taking over the force in 1921 following the grant of self-governance. 

There are approximately 1,900 members in the Force. 

Under the Police Act of 1961, Part V deals with the use of force, where”police officers 

may use such moderate and proportionate force as may be necessary […]” (Article 

96); however, according to Article 100, “It shall be considered as an offence against 

discipline if a police officer uses force for considerations extraneous to those 

permitted by law and the circumstances of the case”.As such, Malta recognizes the 

illegality of police brutality and can prosecute offending officials on these grounds. 

 

France 

The policing structure of the nineteenth century France has been linked to the 

outcomes of France’s reorganisation during the French Revolution. There have been 

multiple instances of violent enforcement stemming from issues around racial and 

geographic differences throughout France’s history. Additionally, the Human Rights 

Watch and Amnesty International reported human rights violations by France 

including physical and psychological abuse as a result of excessive force towards 

Muslims when undertaking house raids. 

 

Russia 

In Russia, police violence is so common that it is barely even reported. So, say the 

comments from Russian citizens themselves, where it is expected that the police will 

use brutal force whenever they feel like it. Conditions inside prisons are particularly 

bad. Once case which hit headlines recently was that of Sergei Pestov, who had been 

a drummer in a moderately successful band in the 1970s. In September 2015, he was 
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drumming in his garage near Moscow when police burst in to arrest him. “Police 

began hitting him soon after they entered the garage,” said Yekaterina Shcherbina, 

one of his fellow musicians in the garage. “One of the officers punched him on the 

back of the head, and blood immediately began to pour from his nose.” He was then 

tied up with his own belt and remanded in police custody on suspicion of dealing 

drugs. The next morning, his wife had to identify his lifeless body in a hospital bed. 

The police say they released him in the middle of the night and he was already 

unwell when he returned. Human rights protesters obviously believe differently. 

  

Germany  

Last year, he received hundreds of reports about violent incidents involving German 

police officers during demonstrations against the Covid measures in Berlin. After 

watching several videos that appeared to show police brutality against the Berlin 

demonstrations, Melzer said that he approached the German government for 

comment and found their reaction “alarming.” According to the federal government, 

he said, it was proportionate for police officers to, for example, push a non-

aggressive demonstrator off his bicycle and throw him to the ground. 

United Kingdom:  

The 1967 Criminal Law Act, the 2008 Common Law and the Criminal Justice and 

Immigration Act, the 1984 Police and Criminal Evidence Act, and the European 

Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) set out the law and acceptable use of force in 

the UK. The use of unnecessary physical force is in principle an infringement of 

ECHR Article 3. The use of force should be "reasonable" in the circumstances. Since 

2004/05, the Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) published 

complaint statistics reports for England and Wales. In the 2014/15 annual report, the 

IPCC reported that there were 17 deaths in or following police custody and only one 

fatal police shooting from 2014 to 2017.These figures more than doubled when the 

IPCC was first erected. The annual report for 2015/16 was published on 26 July 2016. 

A total of 37,105 complaints were recorded in 2014/15, marking a 6% increase to the 

previous year, and a 62% overall increase since 2004/05. 

 

Background information 

The police need broad authority to carry out their duties. Nonetheless, it is not 

uncommon for law enforcement officers to overstep their authority. In fact, on-duty 

officers often end up using unnecessary or unreasonable force against the person 

whom they are arresting. When such incidents happen, legal claims for police 
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brutality or abuse may arise. Understanding police brutality is perhaps the best way 

to fight such abuse of power. 

Here is a list of five common types of police misconduct: 

 

Police Brutality and Use of Excessive Force 

Police brutality often arises from the excessive use of force by law enforcement 

officers. According to a survey conducted by the CATO institute, excessive force 

remains the most common type of police brutality. The police need to use physical 

force to apprehend armed suspects and criminals with a history of violence. 

However, they may use more force than necessary when arresting a person, 

resulting in police brutality. 

Several different kinds of excessive forces may fall under the category of police 

brutality. These may include, but are not limited to: Baton beatings, firearm usage, 

improper takedowns, and unwarranted use of tasers. Excessive force may lead to 

serious injuries or even death. In fact, police officers are supposed to use firearms as 

a last resort. More often than not, police need to use physical force to subdue a 

suspect. They may use batons or electric tasers to do so. However, if used with 

excessive force, baton beatings can cause serious injuries including fractures, internal 

bleeding, and spinal cord injuries. Therefore, a law enforcement agency doesn’t 

allow its officers to use batons against a suspect’s head. Though used as a less lethal 

alternative to firearms, tasers can also cause severe bodily harm, including trauma, 

injuries, and even a heart attack. 

 

False Arrest or Wrongful Imprisonment 

A false arrest occurs when law enforcement officers take a person into custody 

without an arrest warrant or probable cause. A false arrest can violate federal civil 

rights law, as well as state common law. Besides, law enforcement agencies can’t 

detain a person without probable cause or evidence. The arrested suspect should be 

taken before a court or a magistrate within reasonable time. Failure to do so may 

lead to a wrongful arrest claim against the officer in question. Usually, a plaintiff is 

entitled to receive compensation for loss of liberty as well as physical pain and 

mental suffering caused by the false arrest. The jury may also consider the loss of 

time, injury to reputation, lost wages, and expenses incurred in securing discharge. 

However, it is almost impossible to predict the amount of compensation awarded in 

a false arrest case. The jury may award more compensation is a case where the 

plaintiff suffered extreme physical pain and mental anguish. 
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Wrongful Search and Seizure 

Law enforcement agencies need a probable cause to search you or your property. 

Usually, law enforcement agencies need to present their probable cause to a judge or 

a court for securing a valid search warrant. A search warrant allows police to search 

a particular location such as a house or an office for specific items or materials. 

However, there are several situations where a law enforcement officer may not need 

the warrant to search you or your belongings. For example, the police can search 

your house without a warrant if you were arrested lawfully for a crime. A search 

warrant also entitles the police to enter your house without your permission or in 

your absence. 

 

Racial Discrimination 

No person should suffer unlawful treatment from a law enforcement officer, 

especially based on racial discrimination. The purpose of law enforcement agencies 

is to protect every citizen.  

According to a recent study conducted by Stanford researchers, police are more 

likely to search African-American and Hispanic motorists compared to Whites and 

Asians. The study also revealed that police were less likely to find drugs or firearms 

in searches of these vehicles than the searches of a White or an Asian driver. 

Moreover in Europe Stanislav Tomáš, Joseph Chovanec, Semira Adamu, Adama 

Traoré, Ousman Sey, Amad Ahmad, and Tomy Holten are but a few of the many 

victims who have died at the hands of racist police violence.  

 

http://www.cjcj.org/mobile/news/8113 

http://www.cjcj.org/mobile/news/8113
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https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52877678.amp 

 

 Sexual Harassment and Abuse 

A legal action may arise if a police officer has sexually abused or violated a person 

placed in his/her custody. Sexual predators in law enforcement target not only the 

general public, but also fellow female officers and staff. The extent of this problem, 

however, is difficult determine due to the lack of a nationwide database. 

Several independent studies have established that the problem is more widespread 

than it appears. According to a 2010 Cato Institute study, sexual misconduct or 

harassment is the second-most reported form of police misconduct after excessive 

force. A year-long investigation by the Associated Press revealed that around 1,000 

police officers lost their licenses in a six-year period from 2009 to 2014 for various 

sexual offenses. Nearly 550 of these officers lost their license for rape, groping, and 

shakedowns.  

  

Previous attempts to solve the issue:  

The International Day Against Police Brutality occurs on March 15. It first began in 

1997. 

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52877678.amp
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Campaign Zero is an American police reform campaign launched on August 21, 

2015. The plan consists of ten proposals, all of which are aimed at reducing police 

violence.  

 

Black Lives Matter (BLM): When its supporters come together, they do so primarily 

to protest incidents of police brutality and racially motivated violence against black 

people.  

 

https://amp.wbur.org/hereandnow/2020/06/22/mapping-black-lives-matter-protests 

 

GENEVA (11 August 2021)  Independent United Nations human rights experts* 

issued a joint statement, to express their alarm at what they describe as a “rampant 

police brutality against peaceful protesters worldwide” and warned States of the 

grave danger arising from such abuse for human rights and the rule of law. 

 

Efforts have also been made by different organizations, to name some:  

 

WeCopwatch is an organization dedicated to educating the public on their rights 

when it comes to being stopped by the police.  

 

Dream Defenders is a group of young adults that are determined to change the 

world around them. Based in Florida, the organization works to bring the focus back 

https://amp.wbur.org/hereandnow/2020/06/22/mapping-black-lives-matter-protests
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on individual empowerment, and eliminate policing, prisons, surveillance, and 

punishment.  

 

The situation today: 

 From the streets of Minneapolis to the favelas of Rio de Janeiro, unlawful use of 

force by police can end in death, injury, and devastation. As we’ve seen too many 

times, in the USA and elsewhere, sometimes police kill or seriously injure people 

during arrests fueled by racism. In countless other cases, police are quick to use force 

in response to protests or demonstrations. Throughout 2019 and 2020, Hong Kong 

police have repeatedly deployed weapons like tear gas and rubber bullets in an 

unlawful way against protesters. All too often, officers who kill or injure people after 

using force unlawfully are not brought to justice.  There are strict international laws 

and standards governing how and when police can use force – particularly lethal 

force. The UN Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law 

Enforcement Officials (BPUFF) is the key international instrument that deals with 

police use of force. The most important thing to remember is this: it is the utmost 

obligation of state authorities, including police, to respect and protect the right to 

life. Under international law, police officers should only ever use lethal force as a last 

resort. This means when such force is strictly necessary to protect themselves or 

others from the imminent threat of death or serious injury, and only when other 

options for de-escalation are insufficient. Many killings by the police that we have 

seen around the world clearly do not meet this criteria. In the Philippines, witnesses 

have described seeing police shoot poor people who were suspected of using or 

selling drugs.  

Mexico’s new National Law on the Use of Force does not limit use of lethal force to 

situations where it is necessary to protect the lives of others. It does not require that 

officers use the minimum level of force to resolve a situation. In the USA, nine states 

have no laws at all on the use of lethal force by law enforcement officers. Often 

countries shut down the doors of justice domestically and victims have to rely on 

international tribunals to seek truth, justice and reparations. 

 

 

The problem, oversimplified: 

The term “police brutality” is sometimes used to refer to various human rights 

violations by the police law enforcement. This might include beatings, racial abuse, 

unlawful killings, torture, or indiscriminate use of riot control agents at protests. At 

its worst, unlawful use of force by police can result in people being deprived of their 
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right to life. If police force is unnecessary or excessive, it may also amount to torture 

or other ill-treatment. Unlawful force by police can also violate the right to be free 

from discrimination, the right to liberty and security, and the right to equal 

protection under the law. The most important thing to remember is this: it is the 

utmost obligation of state authorities, including police, to respect and protect the 

right to life. Under international law, police officers should only ever use lethal force 

as a last resort. This means when such force is strictly necessary to protect 

themselves or others from the imminent threat of death or serious injury, and only 

when other options for de-escalation are insufficient. In countries with high rates of 

killings by police, there is often a combination of factors which cause police brutality 

including inadequate laws, racial or other forms of discrimination, insecurity or 

conflict, and entrenched impunity. 

 

Possible solutions: 

Police brutality is a multifaceted issue and happens in many different parts of the 

world. Surely, many measures should be taken to prevent it from happening as it 

creates many problems to the wider society and violates human rights. This raises 

questions such as: 

 

• How will the Member States ensure the right use of police force? 

 

• What national legal framework and policies should be adopted and/or 

strengthened on the matter of police brutality? 

 

• What should be done to sensitize the wider society about police brutality? 

 

• How can police brutality be recognized widely? 

 

Treaties on the matter 

International 

 237 Excessive force” is force that exceeds what is objectively reasonable and 

necessary in the circumstances confronting the officer, as in Article 3 of the U.N. 

Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials, which provides that: “Law 

enforcement officials should use force only when strictly necessary and to the extent 

required for the performance of their duty.” GA resolution 34/169 passed on 

December 17, 1979, and Graham v. Connor 490 U.S. 386 (1989), and refers to abuse 

occurring during apprehension and while in custody. 
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 238 Furthermore, Article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 

overarching international human rights norm, prohibits torture and other cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. 

 

 239 Article 2.1, ICCPR, A/RES/2200 A (1966). In Centre for Human Rights, Human 

Rights: A Compilation of International Instruments, vol. I, ST/HR/1/Rev. 5 (New 

York: United Nations, 1994), p. 20. 

 

 240 Ibid. 

 

 241 Concluding observations of the Human Rights Committee: United States of 

America. 03/10/95, A/50/40, para. 282. 

 

 242 Ibid., para. 297. 

 

 243 General Assembly Resolution 39/46, December 10, 1984, in Centre for Human 

Rights, Human Rights: A Compilation, p. 293. 

 

 244 Ibid., Article 16. 

 

 245 U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the 

United States, 1995, (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1996) p. 

235. Individuals of Hispanic origin are divided among whites and blacks. Cities are 

defined as having a population of 10,000 or more. As described in civilian review 

agency reports in New York City, Philadelphia, and Minnesota. The exception, 

where data from the cities examined in this report are available, is in San Francisco, 

where in 1996 African-Americans made up 11 percent of the city’s population and 25 

percent of police abuse complainants. 

 

 246 Human Rights Watch/American Civil Liberties Union, Human Rights 

Violations in the United States (New York: Human Rights Watch/American Civil 

Liberties Union, 1993 and Human Rights Watch, Modern Capital of Human Rights? 

Abuses in the State of Georgia (New York: Human Rights Watch, 1996). 

 

 247 Concluding observations of the Human Rights Committee: United States of 

America. 03/10/95, A/50/40, para. 271. 
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 248 Report of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 

executions, submitted pursuant to Commission resolution 1997/61, Mission to the 

United States of America, E/CN.4/1998/68/Add.3, III (C). 

 

 249 GA resolution 34/169 passed on December 17, 1979. 

 

 250 Ibid. 

 

 251 United Nations Centre for Human Rights, Human Rights Compilation, p. 312. 

 

 252 UN Doc. A/CONF.144/28/Rev.1 (1990). 

 

 253 Ibid. 

 

 254 Report of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 

executions, submitted pursuant to Commission resolution 1997/61, Mission to the 

United States of America, E/CN.4/1998/68/Add.3 

 

 

Chair’s personal message to the delegates:  

I hope that after reading this background paper, you have the information you need 

on the topic. Please remember that each country has a different policy on the matter, 

so we want to see a lot of different suggestions on the resolutions. Do plenty of 

research, so you are able to understand your country’s policy on the matter and 

what are its priorities when it comes to dealing with it. Make sure to include a 

variety of clauses in your resolution and cover all aspects of the topic in it. This issue 

is very wide and covers many corners of where and in which form police brutality 

can take place. Do not hesitate to write out-of-the-box ideas as long as they are 

feasible, I wish you happy researching and a future fruitful debate! Looking forward 

to this conference and to meeting all of you. 

 

Sources/Material for further research: 

1. https://definitions.uslegal.com/c/civil-disorder/  

2. https://legaldictionary.net/police-brutality/  

3. https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/discrimination  

4. https://www.aclu.org/other/racial-profiling-definition  

https://definitions.uslegal.com/c/civil-disorder/
https://legaldictionary.net/police-brutality/
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/discrimination
https://www.aclu.org/other/racial-profiling-definition


  COMMITTEE: SOCHUM 2 

 

Page 36 of 52 
 

5. https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/human-rights  

6. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police_brutality  

7. https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/police-brutality-caught-on-video  

8. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Day_Against_Police_Brutality  

9. https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-06-09/a-history-of-protests-against-

police-brutality  

10. https://www.therichest.com/shocking/15-countries-with-the-most-police-brutality/  

11. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police_brutality_in_the_United_States#Causes  

12. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Lives_Matter  

13. https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2021/08/un-experts-call-end-police-

brutality-worldwid  

14. https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/police-brutality/ 

15. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Floyd_protests 

16. https://www.britannica.com/event/shooting-of-Trayvon-Martin 

17. https://www.bustle.com/life/anti-police-brutality-organizations-donate 

18. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Day_Against_Police_Brutality  

19. https://www.ohchr.org/en/taxonomy/term/1264?page=7  

20. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Lives_Matter 

21. https://www.britannica.com/topic/Black-Lives-Matter/Subsequent-protests-George-

Floyd-Ahmaud-Arbery-and-Breonna-Taylor 

22. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Campaign_Zero 

23. https://www.hrw.org/legacy/reports98/police/uspo38.htm 

24. https://www.wonderslist.com/countries-worst-police-brutality/ 

25. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police_brutality  

26. https://www.dw.com/en/in-africa-concerns-over-rising-police-brutality/a-54845922 

27. https://www.spanglaw.com/blog/2020/december/what-are-the-main-causes-of-

police-brutality-/ 

28. https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-police-brutality-kaluzhskikh-war-

protest/31741798.html 

29. https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01846-z 

30. https://www.politico.eu/article/police-brutality-on-the-rise-in-locked-down-greece-

activists-warn/ 

31. https://www.thelocal.de/20220421/un-expert-sees-systemic-failures-in-germanys-

handling-of-police-violence/ 

32. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rodney_King 

33. https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trayvon_Martin 

34. https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Zimmerman 

35. https://www.history.com/.amp/topics/early-20th-century-us/jim-crow-laws 

 

 

https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/human-rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police_brutality
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/police-brutality-caught-on-video
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Day_Against_Police_Brutality
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-06-09/a-history-of-protests-against-police-brutality
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-06-09/a-history-of-protests-against-police-brutality
https://www.therichest.com/shocking/15-countries-with-the-most-police-brutality/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police_brutality_in_the_United_States#Causes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Lives_Matter
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2021/08/un-experts-call-end-police-brutality-worldwid
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2021/08/un-experts-call-end-police-brutality-worldwid
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/police-brutality/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Floyd_protests
https://www.britannica.com/event/shooting-of-Trayvon-Martin
https://www.bustle.com/life/anti-police-brutality-organizations-donate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Day_Against_Police_Brutality
https://www.ohchr.org/en/taxonomy/term/1264?page=7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Lives_Matter
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Black-Lives-Matter/Subsequent-protests-George-Floyd-Ahmaud-Arbery-and-Breonna-Taylor
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Black-Lives-Matter/Subsequent-protests-George-Floyd-Ahmaud-Arbery-and-Breonna-Taylor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Campaign_Zero
https://www.hrw.org/legacy/reports98/police/uspo38.htm
https://www.wonderslist.com/countries-worst-police-brutality/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police_brutality
https://www.dw.com/en/in-africa-concerns-over-rising-police-brutality/a-54845922
https://www.spanglaw.com/blog/2020/december/what-are-the-main-causes-of-police-brutality-/
https://www.spanglaw.com/blog/2020/december/what-are-the-main-causes-of-police-brutality-/
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-police-brutality-kaluzhskikh-war-protest/31741798.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-police-brutality-kaluzhskikh-war-protest/31741798.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01846-z
https://www.politico.eu/article/police-brutality-on-the-rise-in-locked-down-greece-activists-warn/
https://www.politico.eu/article/police-brutality-on-the-rise-in-locked-down-greece-activists-warn/
https://www.thelocal.de/20220421/un-expert-sees-systemic-failures-in-germanys-handling-of-police-violence/
https://www.thelocal.de/20220421/un-expert-sees-systemic-failures-in-germanys-handling-of-police-violence/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rodney_King
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trayvon_Martin
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Zimmerman
https://www.history.com/.amp/topics/early-20th-century-us/jim-crow-laws


  COMMITTEE: SOCHUM 2 

 

Page 37 of 52 
 

Topic: The protection of civilians in conflict zones 

 

Timeline of events:  

12 August 1949 Fourth Geneva Convention for the protection of the civilian 

population 

4 November 1950 Adoption of the European Convention on Human Rights and 

Fundamental Freedoms by the Council of Europe 

16 December 

1966 

 Adoption of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights (ICCPR) 

22 November 

1969 

Adoption of American Convention on Human Rights by the 

Organization of American States  

1977 Additional Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions reinforced the 

protection foreseen for the overall civilian population in the 

context of international armed conflicts 

1999 The first POC-mandated peacekeeping mission, the United 

Nations Assistance Mission in Sierra Leone 

 

Terms dictionary:  

Civilians in armed conflict: the people who are not members of military or 

paramilitary forces or fighters of organized armed groups of a party to a conflict. 

Civilians may lose protection against attacks for such time as they take direct part in 

hostilities. 

Protection of civilians (POC): a responsibility which includes all parts of a 

peacekeeping mission, civilian, military and police functions. In many cases, 

peacekeeping missions are authorized to use all necessary means, up to and 

including the use of deadly force, to prevent or respond to threats of physical 

violence against civilians, within capabilities and areas of operations, and without 

prejudice to the responsibility of the host government 

Civil war: a war between citizens of the same country. 

Insurgency: a condition of armed revolt authority that is less than an organized 

revolution and that is not recognized as belligerency 

Terrorism: many insurgencies include terrorism. While there is no definition of 

terrorism in international law, United Nations-sponsored working definitions 

include one drafted by Alex P. Schmid for the Policy Working Group stated the 

following: “Without attempting a comprehensive definition of terrorism, it would be 
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useful to delineate some broad characteristics of the phenomenon. Terrorism is, in 

most cases, essentially a political act. It is meant to inflict dramatic and deadly injury 

on civilians and to create an atmosphere of fear, generally for a political or 

ideological (whether secular or religious) purpose. Terrorism is a criminal act, but is 

more than mere criminality” 

Drug War: conflict between law enforcement and those who deal in illegal drugs 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs): persons or groups of persons who have been 

forced or obliged to flee or to leave their homes or places of habitual residence, in 

particular as a result of or in order to avoid the effects of armed conflict, situations of 

generalized violence, violations of human rights or natural or human-made 

disasters, and who have not crossed an internationally recognized state border 

UN Peacekeeping Operations: UN’s operations which aim to help countries 

navigate the difficult path from conflict to peace, by addressing a range of 

mandates set by the UN Security Council and General Assembly 

International Armed Conflict: when one or more States have recourse to armed 

force against another State, regardless of the reasons or the intensity of this 

confrontation. No formal declaration of war or recognition of the situation is 

required 

NonInternational or Internal Armed Conflict: a situation of violence involving 

protracted armed confrontations between government forces and one or more 

organized armed groups, or between such groups themselves, arising on the 

territory of a State 

Protected Persons: the people entitled to protection under one or more of the 

Geneva Conventions, including civilians not taking an active part in hostilities, 

military personnel placed out of combat by sickness, wounds, or detention, and 

military medical or religious personnel 

Fundamental Guarantees: the rules governing the minimum standards of protection 

for individuals that remain applicable in all circumstances. 

Inalienable/NonDerogable rights: certain rights and freedoms established by 

human rights conventions that can never be infringed on or amended by States, even 

during times of crisis, states of emergency or armed conflict, or other exceptional 

circumstances. They constitute the absolute minimum standard that must be 

respected at all times. 

Protecting Power: is a neutral State or other State not a Party to the conflict which 

has been designated by a Party to the conflict and accepted by the enemy Party and 

has agreed to carry out the functions assigned to a Protecting Power under 

international humanitarian law  
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International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC): the International Committee of 

the Red Cross (ICRC) is an impartial, neutral and independent organization whose 

exclusively humanitarian mission is to protect the lives and dignity of victims of 

armed conflict and other situations of violence and to provide them with assistance. 

 

Countries of major involvement (1) :  

We live in an era of relative peace compared to most of history; however, this does 

not mean that there are no conflicts in the world today. Thus, the countries which 

play an important role on this issue, are those that are currently implicated in said 

conflicts. 

 

 

We narrow down our scope of discussion to the most major ongoing wars which 

include: 

Ukraine (2), (3), (4) 

On February 24, 2022, the Russian Federation began a military invasion of Ukraine, 

escalating a conflict that had been simmering since Russia's 2014 annexation of 

Ukraine's Crimean peninsula. After officially recognizing the separatist Ukrainian 

regions of Donetsk and Luhansk on February 21, 2022, Russian President Vladimir 

Putin sent troops into Ukraine on what he termed a “peacekeeping" mission, which 

escalated to a large-scale invasion on Feb. 24, 2022. 

https://www.statista.com/chart/21652/countries-

with-armed-clashes-reported/ 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_ongoing_armed_conflicts 

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-61987945 

https://www.cnn.com/europe/live-news/ukraine-russia-news-02-24-22-intl/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/02/21/europe/russia-ukraine-tensions-monday-intl/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/02/21/europe/russia-ukraine-tensions-monday-intl/index.html
https://www.statista.com/chart/21652/countries-with-armed-clashes-reported/
https://www.statista.com/chart/21652/countries-with-armed-clashes-reported/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_ongoing_armed_conflicts
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-61987945


  COMMITTEE: SOCHUM 2 

 

Page 40 of 52 
 

Ukraine’s need to protect its 

people will remain constant 

over the coming months and 

years, but the security needs 

of its citizens will vary from 

one region to another and 

will likely change as the 

conflict evolves. Currently, 

there are over 7.1 

million internally displaced 

persons (IDPs) in Ukraine, 

and that figure will grow as 

Russia expands its attacks in 

Donbas and across Ukraine’s coast. This sudden presence of a large number of IDPs 

can quickly overwhelm security services already primarily dedicated to a war effort. 

The high number of civilian casualties and the extent o  f destruction and damage to 

civilian objects strongly suggest violations of the principles governing the conduct of 

hostilities, namely distinction, including the prohibition of indiscriminate attacks, 

proportionality and precautions. 

The cruelties which are taking place violate fund  amental rules of the international 

humanitarian law. The right to health has been severely affec  ted across the country. 

Countless allegations of rape, including gang rape, attempted rape, forced nudity, 

threats of sexual violence against civilian women and girls, men and boys, have been 

made. There have also been some cases documented, where Russian armed forces 

had detained civilians, mostly young men, and transferred them to Belarus and then 

Russia, where they have been held in pre-trial detention centers.  

 

Afghanistan (5), (6) 

The war in Afghanistan has been on and off since 1978. It is considered to be both a 

civil war and a terrorist insurgency. The most recent phase began in 2001 and has 

primarily revolved around U.S. and U.N. forces and allied Afghan troops fighting 

Taliban insurgents. According to the Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project 

(ACLED), there were 30,936 confirmed fatalities in 2020 alone. The U.S./U.N. 

withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021 should signal the end of this particular 

conflict, but war between the Taliban and other factions, including ISIL-K, which 

bombed the airport in Kabul during U.S. evacuations, is expected to continue. 

 

https://www.iom.int/news/71-million-people-displaced-war-ukraine-iom-survey
https://www.iom.int/news/71-million-people-displaced-war-ukraine-iom-survey
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Ethiopia and Eritrea (7), (8), (9) 

Tension between clashing political parties in Ethiopia escalated into a violent civil 

war in November 2020. Eritrea, which borders Ethiopia to the north, has also sent 

troops into the conflict. The violence has spilled over into neighboring countries, 

with isolated skirmishes taking place in Sudan and Somalia. Named the "Tigray 

War", after the region in which it began (northern Ethiopia); the war had resulted in 

more than 9,000 documented casualties (though some sources estimate more than 

50,000) by September 2021. Reports indicate war crimes are common. 

 

Mexico (10), (11), (12) 

The Mexican Drug War is an ongoing conflict between the Mexican government and 

multiple powerful and violent drug trafficking cartels. It is estimated that the war on 

drugs has led to at least 350,000 deaths—with more than 72,000 people still 

missing—from January 2006 to May 2021.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yemen and Saudi Arabia(13), (14), (15) 

The Yemeni Civil War began in September 2014 when the the Houthi armed 

movement took control of Sanaa, the capital city and seat of the existing government, 

led by President Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi. Both factions claim to be the official 

Yemeni government. Saudi Arabia intervened in support of Hadi in early 2015, 

leading a coalition of Asian and African countries, with intelligence and logistical 

Mexican security forces patrolled a road after an ambush by cartel hitmen in el Aguaje. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/06/world/americas/mexico-drug-war-death-toll.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/06/world/americas/mexico-drug-war-death-toll.html
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support from the United States. ACLED has counted more than 140,000 fatalities 

since the start of the war, including nearly 20,000 in 2020 alone. 

 

Palestine and Israel(13), (14), (15) 

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is an ongoing dispute that dates back to the end of the 

nineteenth century. It is one of the world's most enduring conflicts; the Israeli 

occupation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip has lasted 55 years, though the 

underlying issue seems to be more than 100 years old. Due to recent clashes more 

than two hundred and fifty Palestinians were killed and nearly two thousand others 

wounded, and at least thirteen Israelis were killed over the eleven days of fighting. 

Authorities in Gaza estimate that tens of millions of dollars of damage was done, 

and the United Nations estimates that more than 72,000 Palestinians 

were displaced by the fighting.  Currently tensions are often high between Israel and 

Palestinians living in East Jerusalem, Gaza and the West Bank. Gaza is ruled by the 

Palestinian militant group Hamas, which has fought Israel many times. Israel and 

Egypt tightly control Gaza’s borders to stop weapons getting to Hamas. Palestinians 

in Gaza and the West Bank say they are suffering because of Israeli actions and 

restrictions. Israel says it is only protecting itself from Palestinian violence. The 

threatened eviction of some Palestinian families in East Jerusalem also is causing 

rising anger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.statista.com/chart/16516/israeli-palestinian-casualties-by-in-gaza-and-the-west-

bank/ 

 

https://www.statista.com/chart/16516/israeli-palestinian-casualties-by-in-gaza-and-the-west-bank/
https://www.statista.com/chart/16516/israeli-palestinian-casualties-by-in-gaza-and-the-west-bank/
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On this table of context there can be found less major conflicts, which still however 

impact the lives of these countries’ civilians.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/countries-currently-at-war 

 

https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/countries-currently-

at-war 

 

https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/countries-currently-

https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/countries-currently-at-war
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/countries-currently-at-war
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/countries-currently-at-war
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/countries-currently-at-war
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/countries-currently-at-war
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Background information (16), (17) : 

Unlike human rights law, humanitarian law does not establish universal rights 

applicable to all individuals. Instead, it defines categories of individuals to whom it 

grants specific rights and protection, either because these people are more exposed 

to the risks engendered by conflict or because they are naturally more vulnerable. 

The risk of this categorization is that certain individuals may not receive adequate 

protection if the actors in a conflict do not recognize them as belonging to one of the 

categories of protected persons. To counter this risk, humanitarian law also 

establishes certain fundamental guarantees that are applicable in time of conflict to 

everyone who does not or no longer participates in the hostilities. 

Certain categories of protected persons have the right to additional protection, 

derived from their use of a distinctive emblem in a manner foreseen by the 

Conventions and Additional Protocol I. 

 It is also important to note that the definition of protected persons differs, 

depending on whether we refer to international or noninternational (internal) armed 

conflicts.  

More specifically humanitarian law provides for fifteen categories of protected 

persons—four related to combatants and eleven concerning civilians, in times of 

international conflict: 

1. The wounded and sick in armed forces in the field. 

2. The wounded, sick, and shipwrecked members of armed forces at sea. 

3. Medical and religious personnel attached to armed forces. 

4. Prisoners of war. 

5. Wounded and sick civilians. 

6. Medical and religious civilian personnel. 

7. Parliamentarians. 

8. Personnel of civil defense organizations. 

9. Relief personnel. 

10. The civilian population and civilian persons. 

 

Additional Protocol I has relaxed the strict definition of the categories of protected 

persons and consolidated the provisions ensuring a minimal level of protection. It 

also establishes the fundamental guarantees that remain applicable to all victims of a 

situation of conflict who do not benefit from a specific, preferential regime or 

categorization (API Art. 75). 

1. Persons detained, interned, or otherwise deprived of liberty 
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2. The population of an occupied territory 

3. Women.  

4. Children. 

5. Foreigners, refugees, and stateless persons. 

 

In times of non-international armed conflict however; humanitarian law defines five 

categories of protected persons and specific guarantees: 

1. Everyone who does not or no longer participates in the hostilities must benefit 

from the minimum guarantees 

2. The civilian population and objects indispensable to their survival 

3. Persons deprived of their liberty for reasons related to the armed conflict 

4. Wounded and sick 

5. Medical and religious personnel 

 

Having understood on which people we are focusing our scope of discussion, we 

should also further elaborate on how these individuals are protected under 

humanitarian law in said situations. Fundamental guarantees, were codified in the 

four 1949 Geneva Conventions and the two Additional Protocols to the Geneva 

Conventions adopted in 1977, which clarify and reinforce these guarantees, in 

situations of both international and non-international armed conflict. 

 

The inalienable rights established in human rights conventions remain applicable at 

all times, to all individuals. They may also, in specific cases, be applicable 

extraterritorially to individuals and locations falling under the jurisdiction or the 

effective control of a State. 

 

The rules of humanitarian law, applicable mainly in times of armed conflict, are 

more precise. It is therefore preferable, in the context of violence that can be qualified 

as “armed conflicts,” to rely on the Geneva Conventions and their Protocols. In 

situations straddling the blurry line between the absence of peace and the absence of 

full-blown war, it is important to utilize the complementary aspects of human rights 

and humanitarian law. 

That being said, at the international level, inalienable rights are defined, for instance, 

in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR): 

1. Article 6 establishes the right to life and the right not to be deprived of one’s 

life 
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2. Article 7 prohibits torture or cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or 

punishment 

3. Article 8 prohibits slavery, slave trade, and servitude 

4. Article 11 states that no one shall be imprisoned merely because of inability to 

fulfill a contractual obligation 

5. Article 15 prohibits the application of a criminal law to acts that were 

committed before the law was enacted 

6. Article 16 establishes the right for everyone, everywhere, to be recognized as 

a person before the law (the right to juridical personality) 

7. Article 18 provides that everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, 

conscience, and religion, including the right to manifest one’s religion or 

beliefs 

The same rights are repeated and further developed in regional conventions such as 

the American Convention on Human Rights and the European Convention for the 

Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. 

 

Outside of those inalienable rights, States can, in the case of threats to public order or 

national security, derogate from other human rights, such as the right to liberty and 

security or the right to liberty of movement, as well as those provided for in the 

International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural rights. However, States 

that wish to derogate from those rights have the obligation to notify the Secretary-

General of the relevant organization (United Nations, Council of Europe, or 

Organization of American States). 

 

Previous attempts to solve the issue (18): 

To ensure the protection of the general population in times of conflict, humanitarian 

law establishes a system of protecting powers, meant to safeguard the interests of the 

persons protected by the Geneva Conventions and their Protocols (GCI–III Arts. 8–

11; GCIV Arts. 9–12; API Art. 5). 

The protecting powers’ mandate is to monitor and safeguard the interests of the 

parties to the conflict and their nationals. To this end, they enjoy certain specific 

rights and duties (GCIV Arts. 30, 143): 

• the right to visit persons protected by the Geneva Conventions and their 

Additional Protocols; 

• the right to evaluate their living conditions in cases of detention or in 

occupied territories; 

• the right to supervise the distribution of relief supplies; 
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• the duty to ensure that relief operations are of a civilian and impartial nature 

and to prevent this relief from being diverted for military purposes; 

• the right to supervise the concrete implementation of protective measures for 

protected persons, especially in cases of detention, internment, and occupied 

territory; 

• the right to ensure that judicial guarantees are respected, in case of a trial, 

especially in cases possibly involving the death penalty; 

• Protected persons have the right to refer their cases to protecting powers. 

Furthermore, the majority of the steps taken towards the relief of the civilian 

population in armed conflict zones have been realized by those who have taken on 

the responsibilities of the protecting power. Such parties may be: 

• States 

In theory, protecting powers are representatives of States that are not involved in the 

conflict at hand and that accept to verify that humanitarian law is being respected on 

the territory of a given party to the conflict. In practice, since the Geneva 

Conventions were adopted in 1949, no State has ever accepted this role for any of the 

conflicts that have taken place. The Geneva Conventions had foreseen this 

diplomatic weakness and set up several provisions for substitution mechanisms. The 

ICRC is formally under the obligation to offer its good offices so as to facilitate the 

designation of such protecting powers. 

 

• Substitute Protecting Powers: The ICRC and Humanitarian Organizations 

In such cases, the substitutes are no longer States but organizations, presenting all 

guarantees of impartiality and effectiveness. After they have been accepted by the 

parties to the conflict, these organizations can take on the functions of the protecting 

powers: monitoring the application and defense of the rights and obligations set 

forth in the Geneva Conventions for protected persons. 

It is important to note that this system of substitution is subject to the reciprocal 

consent of the parties to the conflict, and therefore can fail. In such cases, the Geneva 

Conventions impose the presence and activities of the ICRC. The provisions 

concerning a protecting power or substitute create a space for humanitarian 

protection that can be filled by international and nongovernmental organizations 

present in situations of conflict 
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The situation today (16), (18), (19), (20), (21): 

Currently, the authorities who have power over the protected persons must treat 

them according to the rules and norms to which they committed under the 

Conventions and their Additional Protocols. The party to the conflict in whose hands 

protected persons find themselves is responsible for the treatment of such persons 

by its agents, irrespective of any individual responsibility that may be incurred. 

 

The ICRC mediation role is firmly established in the Conventions. It must ask each 

party to a conflict to provide it with a list of at least five States that it would consider 

acceptable as a protecting power in relation to an adverse party. If, despite this 

intervention, the parties to the conflict still do not succeed in designating a 

protecting power, the Conventions establish that the ICRC will act as substitute 

protecting power and take on its functions. Other impartial humanitarian 

organizations also have the possibility of taking on the role of protecting power if the 

relevant parties accept their offer of services. 

 

Protected persons have the right to appeal decisions that affect them and address the 

protecting powers, the International Committee of the Red Cross, the National Red 

ICRC staff delivering medical supplies, food, water and hygiene material in troubled 

cities of Ukraine. 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/ukraine-massive-urgent-response-needed-meet-

soaring-needs 

 

 

 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/ukraine-massive-urgent-response-needed-meet-soaring-needs
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/ukraine-massive-urgent-response-needed-meet-soaring-needs
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Cross, or the Red Crescent Society of the country where they find themselves, as well 

as to any organization that might assist them (GCIV Art. 30). The local authorities 

may not refuse access to protected persons, except within the limits established by 

military necessity and security. 

 

Lastly, everybody in a 

peacekeeping operation, 

including the civilian staff, 

military and the police, plays a 

role in protecting civilians.  

Dedicated personnel, including a Senior Protection of Civilians Advisor, support the 

implementation of this mandate and ensure that POC concerns are appropriately 

mainstreamed and prioritized within the Mission. They perform an advisory, 

coordination, monitoring and reporting role. Specifically, the Senior Protection of 

Civilians Advisor is responsible for working with mission components to develop 

and regularly update POC threat assessments; establishing POC coordination 

structures and the development of a mission-wide POC strategy.  

Depending on the nature of the threat to civilians, the mission will carry out a range 

of activities including engaging with parties to the conflict and affected 

communities, providing physical protection and the establishment of a protective 

environment. 

• All mission components engage in dialogue and political advocacy, such as 

support for reconciliation, peace agreements or mediation, liaison with the 

government, or the resolution of local conflicts. Even if these efforts are not 

always very visible, the importance of this work, aiming to support the host 

government in its responsibilities to protect civilians should not be 

underestimated. 

• Peacekeepers also take action to provide physical protection, usually by 

deterring attacks on civilians through active patrolling but using force if 

necessary. 

• Finally, peacekeeping missions also conduct activities which support the 

establishment of a protective environment that increases security and protects 

civilians from violence. The majority of these activities consist of 

strengthening the host government’s capacities to protect, including through 

the rule of law and security sector reform. Mission personnel are also engaged 

in building the capacity of national authorities to promote and respect human 
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rights, prevent and respond to violence against children and sexual and 

gender-based violence. 

 

The problem, oversimplified: 

The toll of armed conflicts continues to be of grave concern. Suffering was 

exacerbated when conflict and a global pandemic once overlapped. Weak health-

care systems are overwhelmed and poverty, food insecurity and gender inequalities 

are deepened. To bring hope to the most vulnerable, António Gutteres, Secretary 

General, reiterated his call for a global ceasefire everywhere. Where conflict endures, 

the proper application of international humanitarian law and international human 

rights law would contribute to the prevention and alleviation of human suffering, 

including from COVID-19. Over the years, dozens of practical measures have been 

developed and shared to respect and ensure respect for those norms and strengthen 

the protection of civilians. What is needed urgently now from all Member States and 

all parties to armed conflict is the political will to respect the rules and implement 

good practices. POC requires strategic political engagement and proactive and 

preventive action and relies upon effective integrated planning and coordination 

including with the host state, humanitarians, civil society and the affected 

communities. This contributes to ensuring a comprehensive approach. 

 

Possible solutions:  

Should implicated-in-conflict parties avoid using explosive weapons in populated 

areas? 

Should member states ensure that civilians in conflict zones can access medical care 

and humanitarian assistance, by enabling humanitarian and healthcare workers to 

work in safety? 

Should member states condition their arms exports in respect of international 

humanitarian and human rights law? 

Should the role that the UN’s peacekeepers play in civilian protection be reinforced? 

 

Treaties on the matter: 

Resolution 2573 on the protection of civilian infrastructure in armed conflicts 

Secretary General’s latest report on the protection of civilians  

Resolution 2286 (2016) 

Resolution 2417 (2018) 

Resolution 2474 (2019) 

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3924402
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2021_423.pdf
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/125/06/PDF/N1612506.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N18/159/35/PDF/N1815935.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N19/171/62/PDF/N1917162.pdf?OpenElement
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Resolution 2475 (2019) 

IV Geneva Convention 

2020 POC Handbook 

The European Convention on Human Rights 

American Convention on Human Rights 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

 

Chair’s personal message to the delegates: 

Overall, this is a very straightforward topic, where you probably will not encounter 

many difficulties during your research. Pay attention to your country’s previous 

actions and history during times of conflict; whether they accepted help from 

protecting powers and if so which, whether the government played a role in 

protecting its own citizens during armed conflict or relied on extraterritorial help etc. 

In terms of alliances, it would be beneficial if member states which are currently 

dealing with armed conflict collaborated and reached common ground on how to 

best protect their people. On the other hand, countries which are not at war, can 

draft resolutions from their perspective and how they feel they can contribute. 

However, at the end of the day, you will be the ones to choose your allies, always 

bearing in mind to be diplomatically correct. Make sure to come up with proposals 

that are in accordance with your member state’s policy but are also within the limits 

of the United Nations’ beliefs and stances. Happy researching! 

 

Sources/Material for further research: 

1. https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/countries-currently-at-war 

2. https://www.usip.org/publications/2022/04/protecting-civilians-ukraine-now-and-

after-war 

3. https://civiliansinconflict.org/our-work/where-we-work/ukraine/ 

4. https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-briefing-notes/2022/05/plight-civilians-ukraine 

5. https://unama.unmissions.org/protection-of-civilians-reports 

6. https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/war-afghanistan 

7. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tigray_War 

8. https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/conflict-ethiopia 

9. https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-

work/africa/ethiopia?utm_term=war%20in%20ethiopia&utm_campaign=2021+-

+ICRC+-+EN+-+AF+-+Search+-

+Ethiopia&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_tgt=k

wd-

352864018705&hsa_ad=586871879486&hsa_acc=5672805410&hsa_grp=132172962697&

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N19/186/60/PDF/N1918660.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.33_GC-IV-EN.pdf
https://peacekeeping.un.org/sites/default/files/dpo_poc_handbook_final_as_printed.pdf
https://echr.coe.int/Documents/Convention_Instrument_ENG.pdf
https://www.cidh.oas.org/basicos/english/basic3.american%20convention.htm
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/countries-currently-at-war
https://www.usip.org/publications/2022/04/protecting-civilians-ukraine-now-and-after-war
https://www.usip.org/publications/2022/04/protecting-civilians-ukraine-now-and-after-war
https://civiliansinconflict.org/our-work/where-we-work/ukraine/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-briefing-notes/2022/05/plight-civilians-ukraine
https://unama.unmissions.org/protection-of-civilians-reports
https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/war-afghanistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tigray_War
https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/conflict-ethiopia
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/africa/ethiopia?utm_term=war%20in%20ethiopia&utm_campaign=2021+-+ICRC+-+EN+-+AF+-+Search+-+Ethiopia&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_tgt=kwd-352864018705&hsa_ad=586871879486&hsa_acc=5672805410&hsa_grp=132172962697&hsa_mt=e&hsa_cam=16522009846&hsa_kw=war%20in%20ethiopia&hsa_ver=3&hsa_src=g&gclid=CjwKCAjw5NqVBhAjEiwAeCa97UzzE8ykob-ah2bfihJULmKaXR5yKut1C6CK8mOBEUaP9VXjukCFsxoCEs0QAvD_BwE
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/africa/ethiopia?utm_term=war%20in%20ethiopia&utm_campaign=2021+-+ICRC+-+EN+-+AF+-+Search+-+Ethiopia&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_tgt=kwd-352864018705&hsa_ad=586871879486&hsa_acc=5672805410&hsa_grp=132172962697&hsa_mt=e&hsa_cam=16522009846&hsa_kw=war%20in%20ethiopia&hsa_ver=3&hsa_src=g&gclid=CjwKCAjw5NqVBhAjEiwAeCa97UzzE8ykob-ah2bfihJULmKaXR5yKut1C6CK8mOBEUaP9VXjukCFsxoCEs0QAvD_BwE
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/africa/ethiopia?utm_term=war%20in%20ethiopia&utm_campaign=2021+-+ICRC+-+EN+-+AF+-+Search+-+Ethiopia&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_tgt=kwd-352864018705&hsa_ad=586871879486&hsa_acc=5672805410&hsa_grp=132172962697&hsa_mt=e&hsa_cam=16522009846&hsa_kw=war%20in%20ethiopia&hsa_ver=3&hsa_src=g&gclid=CjwKCAjw5NqVBhAjEiwAeCa97UzzE8ykob-ah2bfihJULmKaXR5yKut1C6CK8mOBEUaP9VXjukCFsxoCEs0QAvD_BwE
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