
 

 

  

Committee: Special Political Committee (SPECPOL) 

Welcome esteemed delegates to mskmun! My name is Nora Alexiadou, I am a 15 

year old student of the 1st High school of Kifisia and I am very excited to be one of 

your chairs in the 2023 conference. This background paper contains a lot of useful 

information that you must know in order to write your resolution on this problem. 

Just remember that MUN is all about learning more about the world around us, 

meeting new people and obtaining new skills. You mustn’t be anxious and don’t 

forget to have fun! If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me 

with my email: 3catnora@gmail.com.  

 

Dear Delegates, 

My name is Foteini Drosou and I have the honor to serve as a chair to the 

SPECPOL committee at MSKMUN 2023. I am 16 years old and I am a student of 

Greek-French School Saint Joseph. Even though my experience with MUN traces 

back to 2 years ago and it is my first time as a chair, I can guarantee you that is a 

unique experience which can familiarize you with various topics, broaden your 

mind and help you socialize. If you are a beginner, I would advise you to not be 

afraid and participate as much as possible in the conference. If any questions arise, 

feel free to contact me via email in this address: feniadrosou@yahoo.com  

Foteini Drosou 

 

Dear delegates, 

 My name is Giorgos Konstantinidis, I am 15 years old and I am attending 

the 10th grade of the Anavryta Model High School in Athens. This will be my first 

time chairing but my 3rd MSK conference overall. If you have any questions 

concerning a part of this study guide, the procedure or anything that has to do 

with the topic, do not hesitate to contact me. My email is: giokon007@gmail.com. I 

am looking forward to this conference and meeting with you all. Hope we have a 

wonderful debate. 

Best regards, 

Giorgos Konstantinidis                  
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Topic: The question of preventing corruption during elections 

 

Timeline of events  

April 26-29, 1994 South African general election 

June 1999 

  

Code of conduct for political integrity of 

local and regional elected 

representatives* 

December 27, 2007 Kenyan general elections 

October 26, 2014 Ukraine had snap elections 

June 23, 2016 United Kingdom European Union 

membership referendum (Brexit) 

October 19, 2016 Road map of activities for preventing 

corruption and promoting public ethics 

at local and regional levels* 

November 8, 2016 United States presidential election 

2016 The misuse of administrative resources 

during electoral processes* 

December 2018 European Code of Conduct for all 

Persons Involved in Local and Regional 

Governance* 

May 13, 2019 Philippine general election 

April 17, 2019 Indonesian general elections 

September 17-19, 2021 Russian legislative (parliamentary) 

election 

  

*The treaties mentioned are talked about in the paragraph ‘Previous attempts to 

solve the issue’ 
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Terms dictionary:  

 

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD): 

The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) is an 

international organization that works to build better policies for better lives. Its goal 

is to shape policies that ensure prosperity, equality, opportunity and well-being for 

all. Together with governments, policy makers and citizens, it works on establishing 

evidence-based international standards and finding solutions to a range of social, 

economic and environmental challenges. 

 

Australian ballot: 

A generic ballot paper produced by neutral election authorities. 

 

Referendum:  

A direct vote by the electorate on a proposal, law, or political issue. It is usually a 

simple question that the electorate, the simple citizen in most cases, is called to 

answer with a straight-forward answer. It is basically a process in which the citizens 

of a country state their answer of a yes-or-no question. 

 

Snap election:  

An election that is announced suddenly and unexpectedly. The point of a snap 

election is to have a poll without a long campaign. 

 

Verkhovna Rada:  

Ukraine's parliament, the Supreme Council of Ukraine. The Verkhovna Rada is a 

unicameral parliament composed of 450 deputies, which is presided over by a 

chairman or a speaker. 

 

African National Congress (ANC):  

The African National Congress (ANC) is a social-democratic political party in South 

Africa. It has been in power since the election of lawyer, activist and former political 

prisoner Nelson Mandela. 

 

Legislative election:  

Election that has to do with legislation, as in an election in order to make decisions 

regarding the laws of a country’s parliament. 
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Constitutional Court:  

The highest court in the country when it comes to the interpretation, protection and 

enforcement of the Constitution. 

 

Civil servant:  

A member of the civil service, the permanent professional branches of a state's 

administration, as in its government authority.  

 

PNP:  

Philippine National Police 

 

Conservative: 

Favoring free enterprise, private ownership, and socially traditional ideas, right 

winged 

 

Liberal:  

Relating to or denoting a political and social philosophy that promotes individual 

rights, civil liberties, democracy, and free enterprise. 

 

Executive election:  

The election of the Executive Committee, which shall have and may exercise all of 

the powers and authority of the Board of Directors, when it is not in session. 

 

Countries of major involvement 

USA 

 
 The United States, by most measures, is the oldest mass democracy in the world – 

white men could vote almost without any property restrictions in most states as 

early as the 1810s. Thus, it is clear that this democracy has played a major role in the 

history of elections and has stood as an example of corrupted electoral procedures as 

well. 

 The role played by the United States, especially through its influence in some 

international institutions, has been important. American policymakers have 
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explained that American exporters have cancelled and failed many foreign deals 

since they weren't allowed to use bribers as a means to convince foreign officials to 

do their bidding. For American companies, the payment of bribes to foreign officials 

is a criminal offence and the bribes cannot be justified in any meaningful way. This 

has not been the case for other member-states of the OECD, although it’s worth 

mentioning that under its sponsorship, the situation has changed. 

 

African countries 

 
 Because Africa is a continent of developing countries, it is important that it gains 

quickly correct political behavior and understand the importance of democracy, in 

order for it to not become corrupt by the influence of its more developed allies. 

Though, it has been estimated that, throughout Africa, 48% of voters in 33 countries 

reported fearing violence during elections and 16% reported being considered vote-

buyers. Some measures clearly must be taken.  

 

Russia 

 
 The Russian Federation has always been one of the most powerful countries in the 

world, though that doesn’t mean that It has fair elections. Vladimir Putin has been 

president of Russia for a total of 18 years, with no signs of stopping, while the two 

other politicians that were once in his place, were presidents only for 8 and 4 years. 

This is suspicious to say the least. Russia has indeed faced very intense and 

scandalous frauds during electoral procedures, and that is why the country is not 

even considered a democracy by some people. Furthermore, as we’ve already 

discussed, Putin is known to dispose of any political competition that might inhibit 

his ongoing growth. 
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India 

 
 Political finance has long served as the wellspring of corruption in India. For the 

average Indian, it is hardly breaking news to learn that the murky flow of funds that 

fuels politicians and political parties largely explains why corruption remains 

endemic in India. As the costs of elections have soared, politicians—and the 

bureaucrats under their sway—have mastered the art of skilfully manipulating the 

regulatory and policy levers at their disposal in exchange for easy campaign cash. 

 

(The countries that were mentioned in the Timeline also are examples of severe 

electoral scamming and their democratic character has been put to the test. It is 

though worth mentioning that almost every country faces or has faced this problem 

and thus, the topic involves every republic.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dictators and their countries in 2022 
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ANC's logo 

Background information  

 

 The idea of elections has been in people's minds for 

centuries. Many democracies have applied elections and 

many have rigged them. Therefore, in all these years, there 

have been many cases of corrupt democratic environments 

from which we can learn better how to avoid displeasing 

political situations. 

Firstly, in order to better understand a topic, you must first 

have a clear image of the history behind it. That way, you 

will understand better the causes of the problem, thus 

finding easier possible solutions.  

 The 1994 elections of South Africa, which were considered the first truly 

democratic move of the entire country, were thought to be manipulated by hackers 

that managed to get to the Election Commission Computer and boost the votes of 

three right-wing parties, removing significantly votes from the ANC*, which had as 

its front player Nelson Mandela, who ended up rising to power, despite the setbacks. 

 In 2007, Kenya's fourth multiparty elections were held, and the outcome of those 

elections questioned the democratic character of the entire country. It is considered 

proof that, although elections are one of, if not the most, critical elements of a 

democracy, they do not always guarantee the benefit of the general public. Election 

observers have found evidence that this election was a fraud. For instance, ballot 

boxes were stuffed by both sides. In one constituency, Mr. Odinga (one of the 

candidates) won 100.5 per cent of valid votes. In Maragwa, a constituency with near-

total support for Mr. Kibaki (the other candidate, who ended up winning), turnout 

was 115 per cent. These numbers are obviously invalid, since they surpass the 100% 

of votes, which is physically impossible. 

 On October 26, 2014, Ukraine had snap elections* to Verkhovna Rada*, Ukraine's 

parliament. The main reason that these elections occurred was to restore the 

legitimacy of the parliament, since members of it had voted for supposed dictatorial 

laws, causing suspicion. While many reputable organizations, such as OSCE* 

claimed that these elections were not rigged, there have been circulating rumors that 

suggest otherwise. 

 Brexit was undoubtedly one of the most important decisions of UK's citizens. 

Therefore, in was necessary that the electoral procedures were to go without any 

mistakes. Although this referendum* lead to the departure of the UK from the EU, 
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there has been a conspiracy theory according to which 

using a pencil during the voting procedure will lead to 

rigged election. If people write their vote with a pencil, 

then it could be easily erased and re-written by 

someone else, without provoking the slightest 

suspicion. 

 The US elections of 2016 that made Donald Trump the 

President have been debated and continue to be 

debated even to this day. In these elections Hilary 

Clinton was accused by Trump for rigging the electoral 

process, making himself the victim, gaining more votes 

and loyal supporters, while Clinton was losing the 

overwhelming encouragement she was getting. Apart 

from Trump's accusations, there hasn't been any solid 

proof that Clinton was making the elections a scam. 

Rather, there is evidence that says that Trump was using despicable tactics to use the 

media against Clinton, and making promises that never were fulfilled, spreading 

propaganda.  

 In April of 2019, Indonesia had its general election, with the winner being President 

Joko Widodo.  Former General Prabowo Subianto, the President's opponent, had 

claimed he lost the vote in April because of biased civil servants*, vote buying and 

voter fraud, which means many 'fake' voters. It turned out that Indonesia's 

Constitutional Court* rejected this challenge to President Joko Widodo's election 

victory, leading even to his second term as president. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tweets about the supposed pencil 
fraud 

The share of images (or faces) for each set of politicians 
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One month later, the Philippines had their general election, where authorities found 

hundreds of alleged vote-buyers and, consequently, vote-sellers as early as halfway 

through the midterm elections. The chief of the PNP*, Oscar Albayalde, reported 

almost 80 vote-buying incidents, with 240 confirmed violations.  

 

 

 The Russian legislative election* in 2021 removed any hope about the country's 

democratic character and 

exposed the dictatorial side of 

Putin, since there were noted 

many attempts at making the 

entire election a fraud. Long 

before polling stations 

opened, most genuine 

opposition candidates were 

being extinguished, either by 

being exiled or jailed. Now there were very few opposing voices to counteract the 

winning side. In St. Petersburg, the authorities contrived to register a pair of 'clone 

candidates', with uncanny resemblance to one of the few opposing figures able to 

make it onto the ballot. This tactic of duplicating candidates was probably used to 

avoid any suspicion that might have been created by the aforementioned exile of 

most opposition figures. Thousands of individual violations were also noted during 

the electoral procedures themselves. 

 Free and fair elections are the main tool of all democratic republics and the most 

direct way for citizens to express their opinions and their preferences by choosing 

which political party they would like to be represented by. Though throughout the 

world, there are many places were corruption poses a serious threat to the legitimacy 

of electoral processes which leads to the wrong outcomes for the people. There are 

three fundamental ways with which the integrity of elections can be on the line: 

vote-buying, abuse of state resources and electoral rigging.  

 

 Firstly, vote-buying is when the competing politician or party bribes the voters. 

They make promises and do favors for the citizens or officials with high status, in 

exchange for political support, loyalty during elections and consensus. These favors 

* 

The two 'candidates' and their look-alike 
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could take the form of promoting people in places of higher authority and the use of 

the party's newly found power for the benefit of those who voted for it. 

  Abuse of state resources is the use of any publicly owned resources in such a way 

in order to promote one political party or candidate at the expense of other 

contestants. This abuse ranges from the use of regulatory power in favor of one 

party or politician, to the use of government-owned systems and other state 

resources and the manipulation of state-owned media in order to endorse the 

political campaign of a candidate. This directly affects the image of a candidate in 

the eyes of the people during electoral procedures, further corrupting the democratic 

nature of a country and questioning it's citizen's free will. 

 Lastly, election rigging refers to the manipulation of electoral outcomes through 

corrupt and vein practices. These 

shameful actions include ballot-

stuffing (the act in which the 

ballots get filled by votes for 

only one specific candidate or 

party, thus greatly surpassing 

the votes of all other 

adversaries), misinforming 

votes, mis-recording of votes 

sometimes disguised as alleged 

miscounts and tampering with 

demographic information to 

control and manipulate the result of the elections. 

 Until the introduction of what was known as the “Australian ballot” in the 1880s, 

when people voted in the United States, their choice was made public, since the 

campaigns, as in the political parties, would produce their own ballots on colored 

paper, which the voters later deposited in transparent glass boxes. Meanwhile, party 

operatives were present during voting procedures, persuading the citizens. The 

publication of each person’s vote created, as was inevitable, heated arguments and 

violent behavior. 

 

The different ways to corrupt the electoral procedure 
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Previous attempts to solve the issue  

 

 Election fraud has not been a new issue that must be addressed. There have been 

many incidents, as we have already seen, and thus have been many attempts to find 

a solution to this problem. Many resolutions have been written that have tried to put 

an end to these political affairs and we can have a look at them, in order to gain 

inspiration and conjure more innovative solutions of our own. 

 

The 

This shows the scores that were given from the Corruption Perception Index 2019 of the EU. It shows 
how corrupted the systems were in the EU member-states in 2019. The lower the score, the more corrupt 

the country was. The higher the score, the more pure the systems seemed to be that year 

Technology can be used for the protection of democracy and also for its downfall 
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Congress of Local and Regional Authorities have developed many resolutions that 

focus on handling political corruption. In order to provide local and regional elected 

representatives with ethical and fair means, the Congress has adopted a European 

Code of Conduct for all Persons Involved in Local and Regional Governance 

(Resolution 433) which seeks the ethical principles and standards approved by the 

elected representatives of local and regional authorities of the 47 current member 

States of the Council of Europe. This code was also created to replace the former 

Code of conduct for political integrity of local and regional elected representatives 

(Resolution 79) which was one of the first attempts to remind European countries 

about the problem of corruption and the need to counter it. 

 The Congress has moreover adopted a Road map of activities for preventing 

corruption and promoting public ethics at local and regional levels (Resolution 401).  

In the framework of the road map, the Congress adopted six thematic reports, 

prepared by the Governance Committee: 

- The misuse of administrative resources during electoral processes (Resolution 402) 

-  Making public procurement transparent at local & regional levels (Resolution 421) 

- Transparency and open government (Resolution 435) 

- Conflict of interest at local and regional levels (Resolution 434) 

- The protection of whistle-blowers (Resolution 444) 

- Fighting nepotism within local and regional authorities (Resolution 441) 

 These reports provide much useful information and research that help in 

terminating the rigging of elections and other political scandals. Specifically, the first 

report refers to the misuse of political and social power and status from parties and 

individual officials in order for them to win elections. This misuse could be 

manifested as exploitation of financial and material imperium enjoyed by elected 

representatives and people with control over public sectors during electoral 

procedures. Many candidates also take advantage of their dominion and tend to 

pressure and even threaten people in order to persuade them to guarantee their 

election.  

 There are also some non-profit organisations that fight the corruption of elections 

and constantly protect the integrity of political systems. One of the most well-known 

contributors to the fight for fair elections is Transparency International. 

Transparency International is a global movement working in over 100 countries to 

end the injustice of corruption. Through its thorough campaigning and systematic 

research, it exposes the various networks and systems which help corruption to 

thrive, working for greater transparency. 
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 One of Transparency International's greatest achievements is the Anti-Corruption 

Knowledge Hub. It is an online space where Transparency International (TI) 

presents its research output. It is the home of the Anti-Corruption Helpdesk, TI's 

expert network, a series of topic guides and country-specific research. In addition, 

the Hub provides many of the studies, tools and knowledge which lie behind what is 

done at Transparency International. It is a data base which enables the transparency 

of politicians and party’s actions and criticizes the unethical measures they take to 

obtain power.  

 

The situation today  

 

 As anyone can imagine, corruption during elections has not yet become a problem 

of the past. As long as there are elections that will give unconditional power to an 

individual, there will always be people that will commit any crime to win them. In 

that way, realistically it is impossible to end electoral rigging unless elections cease 

to exist completely. Of course, that is not an option, because this political procedure 

is the most important tool and symbol of every democratic republic. Though, as we 

just discussed, there have been many considerable attempts to restore the fairness 

and the purity of the democratic tool, the problem is nowhere near its end.  

 Very few things have changed. The most notable one is that now people have 

become more aware of the issue. Since it is now easier to gather information and 

Map of national elections in 2022 

Executive   Legislative   Executive and Legislative      Executive, Legislative and Referendum    
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share it to the wider masses, the problem has now been thoroughly identified and 

we are aware of the catastrophic reflects it has on society. However, considering it 

took us so many decades to have a close eye on the situation, it doesn’t look like the 

problem will be solved any time soon. Moreover, due to the rise in heated political 

arguments that have split many countries in half, electoral corruption is being 

shadowed by much more debated political issues that are now in the spotlight.  

 

The problem, oversimplified 

  

 This topic addresses one of the most serious problems the modern political world 

has to face, since it is commonly linked with other complications in most fields. 

Politics affect the economy, the health system and the relationships of a country. Any 

corruption that happens in them has a negative impact on the organization of a 

Republic as a hole. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 It has been said that voter impersonation fraud has become widespread in the 

United States. This type of fraud is when a person votes while impersonating 

another voter. This basically means that not only this person committed identity 

theft but has also state their preference twice during the electoral procedure, thus 

Research on the democratic state of the world in 2019 
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making it more possible for the political party or candidate that they wish to win to 

obtain all the more power. 

 Another aspect of the problem has to do with the deals that tend to take place in a 

political background. More specifically, it has become exceedingly common for 

companies and business owners to promote with various ways politicians and 

political parties in order for them to win elections, with the promise that said parties 

will later use their newly found power in order to promote the corresponding 

business brands. The elected officials either explicitly advertise the businesses or 

ignore any morally questionable act the companies have done. 

 In general, this topic calls you to find ways to prevent electoral fraud. The problem 

is that elections are a political tool that can be easily rigged, since it involves many 

biased people. It is so loos, that anyone could manipulate the citizen’s decision and 

change the outcome of the entire process. Even spreading fake news for or against a 

specific candidate during the electoral procedure is a criminal offence. On the other 

hand, if the elections were under high surveillance and precisely coordinated, than a 

few people would argue that this control is close to dictatorship. Indeed, it is 

common for some political leaders around the world to somehow eliminate all the 

other contestants and cease full control over the electoral process, guaranteeing their 

win. Thus, you are called to suggest solutions that are somewhere along the middle 

of this spectrum. Avoid the uncontrolled chaos that usually occurs during elections, 

without accidentally echoing the actions of a power-hungry politician.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The types of government that a country could have 
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Possible solutions 

 

● Which countries face dictatorship and how is it connected with their 

elections? (this can help you pin-point the problem, in order to find more 

specific solutions for it) 

● Which democracies would be willing to help in solving this important issue 

and in what ways could they be part of the solution? 

● Could there be trained professionals, perhaps from the parliament, to conduct 

and organize the electoral process, to avoid any biased measures? 

● If so, how could we guarantee their objectivity to the democratic elections? 

● Should the citizens decide when to do the elections, would that make it more 

difficult for the candidates to rig them? 

● In what ways could the people be more aware about the problem with fake 

news and how could they recognize it? 

 

 These are just a few ideas to help you during your research. Don’t copy them, but 

instead try to make your own solutions using all your newly-obtained knowledge 

and even your creativity. Think of what ‘tools’ you have in this political situation 

and use them accordingly. When thinking of solutions, remember to be realistic and 

think of every possible outcome of your ideas if they were implemented in the real 

world. You can also be inspired by all the previous attempts that have been made in 

the past to solve the issue, that have already been mentioned in a previous 

paragraph. You can find the links for them below. 

 

Treaties on the matter 

 

Here you can read the Road map of activities for preventing corruption and 

promoting public ethics at local and regional levels (Resolution 401). 

https://search.coe.int/congress/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680767269 

With this link you will find the European Code of Conduct for all Persons Involved 

in Local and Regional Governance. You can also find some notes about Resolution 

433 on page 65 of the document. 

https://rm.coe.int/1680718fbf 

The actual Resolution 433 you can read using this link (bear in mind, it also contains 

an appendix about it, the resolution by its self is in the two first pages). 

https://search.coe.int/congress/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680767269
https://rm.coe.int/1680718fbf
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https://rm.coe.int/european-code-of-conduct-for-all-persons-involved-in-local-and-

regiona/16808ec7e3 

Here you will find the old Code of conduct for political integrity of local and 

regional elected representatives (Resolution 79). 

https://rm.coe.int/political-integrity-of-local-and-regional-elected-representatives-

rapp/168071ab85 

In this link is the article about the misuse of administrative resources during 

electoral processes, in the framework of the Road map (it contains the Resolution 402 

and an explanatory memorandum for it). 

https://rm.coe.int/168071a562 

Lastly, you can check out Transparency International’s information about electoral 

corruption. 

https://knowledgehub.transparency.org/guide/topic-guide-on-electoral-

corruption/5903 

This link is a review of many studies that Transparency International has done on 

the subject of political corruption in general. It also mentions corruption in the 

electoral procedure as well. 

https://knowledgehub.transparency.org/assets/uploads/helpdesk/What_works_in_p

olitical_corruption_formated_final.pdf 

 

Chair’s personal message to the delegates 

 

 These are just a few things I would like to say. I hope that this BGP will help you in 

your research and understanding of the topic. It is super important to know what 

you have to write a resolution about and fully comprehend the general situation that 

revolves around the problem. Every detail counts and could help you make some 

kind of breakthrough. At the very least, you will now hopefully find many creative 

and REALISTIC solutions for the issue. When doing your research, you will stumble 

upon links that contain other links and you might feel like you’re in chaos. Just try to 

pick out the links you consider important and useful, and ignore any information 

that isn’t remotely relevant to the topic. Be careful, the topic is about ELECTORAL 

corruption, not political corruption in general. If you differentiate the two, you will 

find relevant sources much easier. As in every case, before even writing the 

resolution, do research on your country and its political situation. Is it a democratic 

republic? What electoral procedure does it follow? You’re writing a resolution that 

the country would write, not you. You must follow the country’s opinion on the 

https://rm.coe.int/european-code-of-conduct-for-all-persons-involved-in-local-and-regiona/16808ec7e3
https://rm.coe.int/european-code-of-conduct-for-all-persons-involved-in-local-and-regiona/16808ec7e3
https://rm.coe.int/political-integrity-of-local-and-regional-elected-representatives-rapp/168071ab85
https://rm.coe.int/political-integrity-of-local-and-regional-elected-representatives-rapp/168071ab85
https://rm.coe.int/168071a562
https://knowledgehub.transparency.org/guide/topic-guide-on-electoral-corruption/5903
https://knowledgehub.transparency.org/guide/topic-guide-on-electoral-corruption/5903
https://knowledgehub.transparency.org/assets/uploads/helpdesk/What_works_in_political_corruption_formated_final.pdf
https://knowledgehub.transparency.org/assets/uploads/helpdesk/What_works_in_political_corruption_formated_final.pdf
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topic and not your own. Finally, don’t forget that the conference and MUN in 

general is all about fun! This now might seem boring or might cause you anxiety, but 

think of it as an exciting adventure. This is a truly unique experience through which 

you will obtain new skills that will be very useful for you in the future and meet new 

people that share the same interests as you. If you’re having any problems just ask! 

 

Nora Alexiadou 
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https://www.electionguide.org/ 
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https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/wp/wp9863.pdf
https://www.historyextra.com/period/modern/a-brief-history-of-election-rigging-in-the-united-states/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/modern/a-brief-history-of-election-rigging-in-the-united-states/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/corruption-and-public-ethics#%7B%2243621738%22:%5B%5D%7D
https://knowledgehub.transparency.org/guide/topic-guide-on-electoral-corruption/5903
https://eisa.org/pdf/JAE7.2Owuor.pdf
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/usappblog/2018/09/11/many-democrats-think-that-the-2016-election-result-was-rigged/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/usappblog/2018/09/11/many-democrats-think-that-the-2016-election-result-was-rigged/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/kibaki-stole-kenyan-election-through-voterigging-and-fraud-772349.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/kibaki-stole-kenyan-election-through-voterigging-and-fraud-772349.html
https://voxukraine.org/en/election-fraud-in-2014-parliamentary-elections/
https://www.bbc.com/news/election-us-2016-37673797
https://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-trending-36597367
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-11630092
https://www.dw.com/en/indonesian-court-rejects-election-rigging-claims-from-ex-general/a-49380410
https://www.dw.com/en/indonesian-court-rejects-election-rigging-claims-from-ex-general/a-49380410
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/why-we-must-not-recognize-russias-fraudulent-election/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/why-we-must-not-recognize-russias-fraudulent-election/
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2019/5/13/massive-vote-buying-pnp.html
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/10.1146/annurev-polisci-060514-120923
https://carnegieendowment.org/2019/11/25/electoral-bonds-safeguards-of-indian-democracy-are-crumbling-pub-80428
https://carnegieendowment.org/2019/11/25/electoral-bonds-safeguards-of-indian-democracy-are-crumbling-pub-80428
https://www.electionguide.org/
https://aceproject.org/epic-en?question=ES005&f=h
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2021
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Topic: The question of space debris 

 

Timeline of events: 

1957 Space trash started amassing with the 

launch of Sputnik 1, the first artificial 

satellite, to low Earth orbit 

After the launch NORAD began composing a database of 

artificial objects orbiting Earth, the United 

States Space Surveillance Network, or the 

Space Object Catalog 

1962 The first UK satellite was launched, 

named Ariel 1 

1962 Canada’s debut into space with their first 

satellite, Alouette 1. 

1969 Launching of Germany’s first satellite, 

Azur 

1970 Japan launched Osumi, its first satellite, 

into the space 

During the 1980s First attempts of NASA and other U.S. 

groups to limit the growth of debris.  

1995 NASA was the first space agency in the 

world to issue a comprehensive set of 

orbital debris mitigation guidelines 

1997 The U.S. Government developed a set of 

Orbital Debris Mitigation Standard 

Practices based on the NASA guidelines. 

2002 After a multi-year effort, the Inter-Agency 

Space Debris Coordination Committee 

(IADC), comprised of the space agencies 

of 10 countries as well as ESA, adopted a 

consensus set of guidelines designed to 

mitigate the growth of the orbital debris 

population. 
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2005 A study by the ODPO that used the 

LEGEND model showed that even if no 

future launches occurred, collisions 

between existing satellites would increase 

the 10-cm and larger debris population 

faster than atmospheric drag would 

remove objects 

February 2007 The Scientific and Technical 

Subcommittee (STSC) of the United 

Nations' Committee on the Peaceful Uses 

of Outer Space (COPUOS) completed a 

multi-year work plan with the adoption of 

a consensus set of space debris mitigation 

guidelines based on the IADC guidelines. 

June 2007 The guidelines were accepted by the 

COPUOS 

Late 2007 The General Assembly endorses the Space 

Debris Mitigation Guidelines 

2007 The 2007 Chinese ASAT test, which 

destroyed a defunct weather satellite FY-

1C 

2009 Collision of the Kosmos 2251, an inactive 

Russian satellite, with Iridium 33, an 

operational US communication satellite 

2013 Estimations of over 170 million debris 

smaller than 1cm, about 670,000 debris 1–

10 cm, and approximately 29,000 larger 

pieces of debris are in orbit. 

2016 18000 artificial objects are orbiting above 

earth, including 1419 operational satellites 

2019 India’s first anti-satellite missile test, 

which caused over 400 pieces of trackable 

debris 

 

2021 The satellite Kosmos 1408, was blown up 

in a Russian test which caused over 1,500 

pieces of ‘trackable’ and even more of 

smaller debris  
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2022 According to NASA, more than 25,000 

objects larger than 10 cm are known to 

exist” as space debris and the estimated 

population of particles between 1 and 10 

cm in diameter is approximately 500,000.  

 

 

Terms dictionary:  

● Space debris: Also known as orbital debris/space junk/space pollution/space 

waste/space trash/space garbage is mostly human-made objects in space 

which orbit the earth and no longer serve a useful function. 

● LEO: Low Earth Orbit, home to most working satellites, located between 200 

and 2000 km above Earth , has now basically become an orbital space junk 

yard 

● ISS: International  Space Station, it orbits in LEO, and has been put in danger 

in the past because of space debris 

● NASA: National Aeronautics and Space Administration, which has created 

programs and has taken measures in order to protect users of the orbital 

environment.  

● ESA: European Space Agency, it has 22 Member States: Austria, Belgium, 

Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 

Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 

Portugal, Romania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.  

● NORAD: North American Aerospace Defense Command, which is a 

combined organization of the United States and Canada that provides 

aerospace warning, air sovereignty, and protection for Canada and the 

continental United States. 

● SSN: Space Surveillance Network, a group tasked with detecting, tracking, 

and cataloging the many human-made items swirling around the planet using 

a global network of telescopes and a combination of optical and radar sensors 

used to support the SCC 

● SCC: Space Control Center whose mission is to detect, track, identify and 

catalog all man-made objects in earth orbit.  

● UNOOSA: United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs 
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● ASAT: Anti-Satellite Weapon, which are space weapons designed to 

incapacitate or destroy satellites for strategic or tactical purposes. These 

weapons are, in extension, causing space debris 

● ODPO: Orbital Debris Program Office, which was created by NASA, and 

measures the environment and leads mitigation efforts to protect users of the 

orbital environment.  

● DAS: Debris Assessment Software, which provides assessments that can 

verify compliance of a spacecraft, upper stage, and/or payload with NASA's 

requirements for limiting debris generation, spacecraft vulnerability, post 

mission lifetime, and entry safety. 

● ORSAT: Object Reentry Survival Analysis Tool, it’s the primary NASA 

computer code for predicting the reentry survivability of satellite and launch 

vehicle upper stage components entering from orbital decay or from 

controlled entry. 

● DoD: United States Department of Defense 

● Group of Seven (G7): The Group of Seven (G7) is an inter-governmental 

political forum consisting of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the 

United Kingdom and the United States. The G7 Summit is the annual meeting 

of the Group of Seven leaders. It's hosted by the G7 president for that year. 

The summit doesn't have any legal or political authority, but when these 

seven world leaders agree on something, it has the power to shift the 

direction of global economic growth. 

● COPUOS: United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 

● IADC: Inter-Agency Space Debris Coordination Committee, was formed by 

the leading space agencies of the world to address orbital debris issues and to 

encourage operations in Earth orbit which limit the growth of orbital debris. 

● DARPA: Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency 

● ODMSP:  Orbital Debris Mitigation Standard Practices 

 

Countries of major involvement: 

 

United States of America: 
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The US is one of the countries, along with Russia and China, which have the most 

stuff in orbit. The official policy of the U.S. has been to minimize the creation of new 

orbital debris, meaning, orbital debris mitigation. The 2010 National Space Policy 

addresses the importance of preserving the space environment, including orbital 

debris mitigation. NASA and the Department of Defense are also directed to pursue 

research and development of technologies and techniques to mitigate and remove 

on-orbit debris, reduce hazards, and increase the understanding of the current and 

future debris environment. The June 2018 Space Policy Directive-3 (SPD-3), the 

National Space Traffic Management Policy states that "The United States should 

develop a new protocol of standard practices to set broader expectations of safe 

space operations in the 21st century. This protocol should begin with updated 

ODMSP, but also incorporate sections to address operating practices for large 

constellations, rendezvous and proximity operations, small satellites, and other 

classes of space operations. These overarching practices will provide an avenue to 

promote efficient and effective space safety practices with U.S. industry and 

internationally.”  

 

Russia: 

 
Russia is the owner of one the world’s largest spacecraft fleet. The Russian Space 

Agency is called as Roskosmos and is accountable for civil and commercial space 

activities whereas the space activities related to defense and military are being 

looked after by Russian Space Forces (VKS). 

 

China: 
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One of the largest spacecraft fleet which is orbiting around earth is from China. They 

operate through a number of remote sensing satellites, navigation satellites, and 

surveillance and communication satellites. Also, China is one of the main three 

countries to recover the satellites and also have a manned space flight conducted. 

The Chinese National Space Administration – CNSA manages the planning and 

further development of the space programs of the country. China Aerospace Science 

and Technology Corporation – CASC is the state-owned contractor accountable for 

the design of satellites and launch vehicles and then the development thereon. 

 

India:  

 
India’s dependence on space technology and satellite derived products has been 

increasing. As a leading space-faring nation, it has a major future agenda aimed at 

developing its own space assets for socio-economic as well as strategic purposes. 

India believes in protecting space sustainability to allow peaceful uses of outer space 

by all stakeholders. India adheres to various multilateral conventions or guidelines 

that seek to ensure continuous space access for all, on the one hand, and mitigate 

potential man-made or natural risks, on the other. For India, it is important to focus 

on space applications of strategic significance and also use diplomatic means to 

ensure that space remains a medium for conducting peaceful activities in support of 

mankind. 

 

United Kingdom: 

 
The UK Space Agency and UNOOSA signed an initial agreement to support 

international efforts to promote space sustainability through a series of events and 

engagement activities. UK Space Agency funding will support a collaborative effort 

to advance global awareness on space sustainability and how best to implement the 
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UN Guidelines for the Long-term Sustainability of Outer Space Activities (LTS 

Guidelines).  

The UK is also the leading contributor to the European Space Agency’s (ESA) Space 

Safety program, which provides collaboration and funding opportunities for UK 

scientists and industry. Also, government plans to strengthen the UK as a world-

class space nation were set out in the National Space Strategy which outlines long-

term plans to grow the UK space sector and consolidate the UK’s role as a science 

and technology superpower.  

 

France:  

 
France plays an active part in implementation of the European Space Policy (ESP) 

and in major flagship EU programmes (Galileo and GMES). France, as a leading 

space nation, is committed to the universalization and improvement of the 

implementation of the rules set by space conventions, in compliance with the three 

main principles which must govern space activities: freedom of access to space for 

peaceful uses, preserving the security and integrity of satellites in orbit, and taking 

into account the right of self-defense of States. For this reason, France attaches 

particular importance to the work of the Committee for the Pacific Use of Outer 

Space (CUPEEA). France is particularly committed to the principle of the long-term 

sustainability of space activities and supports related initiatives. Indeed, the 

multiplication of space players and the number of satellites launched into space in 

recent years contribute to the proliferation of space debris and pose risks to the 

security of space activities, the integrity of satellites and the International Space 

Station. 

 

Japan: 

 
Japan is among a number of key Asian nations currently expanding their presence in 

space. China and India in particular seem likely to continue on a steady course of 
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space development as they pursue various space missions and space technology 

developments. Furthermore, many such projects potentially feature military 

applications. In this context, the future of Japan's space development appears 

tentative. The nation's insufficient space program budget and restrictive defense-

related space policies have prevented Japan from developing advanced 

reconnaissance satellites (useful for detecting ballistic missile launches) with image 

resolutions greater than those of commercial earth surveillance satellites. 

Canada:  

 
The Canadian Space Agency is accountable for the Canadian Space Program. 

However, Canada doesn’t own a launch system of its own and is dependent on 

Russia, US and India for the same. Indeed, it has been noted in the recent call for 

ideas that there are no operational debris removal capabilities in use, globally, and 

existing prototypes lack important capabilities and have proven ineffective. 

Although the Department of National Defense (DND) has yet to determine what 

concept would be adopted, space debris removal technologies come in all shapes 

and sizes. There exist various Active Debris Removal (ADR) techniques currently in 

development. While the development of some ADR technologies are more 

advanced, most systems remain in the conceptual and experimentation phase. 

 

Germany:  

 
The aim of German space policy is to secure significant, worthwhile investment in 

the future of our community, thereby safeguarding the natural basis for the lives of 

present and future generations and improving the quality of life. The German 

Aerospace Centre provides for the German Space Industry and helps in meeting the 

strategic goals associated with the European Space Agency. There are a number of 

spacecraft satellites launched which include navigation, telecommunication and 

earth observation. 
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Luxembourg: 

 
Luxembourg is one of the countries with the most advanced space technology in the 

world with huge number of satellites for remote sensing and communication. Being 

a member state of ESA, Luxembourg carries out the activities related to space 

research under the National Action Plan for Space. Intelsat and SES (Société 

Européenne des Satellites) which are world’s largest telecommunications satellite 

operators are being headquartered at Luxembourg. 

 

G7 summit: 

Representatives from the UK, EU, US, France, Germany, Italy, Canada and Japan 

have now pledged to take action to tackle space debris. They are committed to the 

safe and sustainable use of space to support humanity’s ambitions now and in the 

future and they encourage all nations must act together to safeguard, and agree to 

strengthen all efforts to ensure the sustainable use of space for the benefit and in the 

interests of all countries. They welcome the UN’s ‘Long Term Sustainability 

Guidelines’ and call on others to implement these guidelines and recognize the need 

to develop common standards on sustainable space operations, and to collaborate on 

space traffic management and coordination.  
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Diagram of countries and agencies with the most stuff in orbit 

 

Background information:  

About 95% of what's out there is space junk: out-of-control space stations, used 

rocket parts, dead satellites, lost astronaut tools and more. More than 25,000 objects 

larger than 10 cm are known to exist. The estimated population of particles between 

1 and 10 cm in diameter is approximately 500,000. The number of particles larger 

than 1 mm exceeds 100 million. As of January 2022, the amount of material orbiting 

the Earth exceeded 9,000 metric tons. 
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Diagram of orbiting objects by year 

 

When did it begin? 

It all started in October 1957, when Sputnik 1, the first artificial satellite was 

launched to LEO and, though it was functional for 3 few weeks, its batteries ran out 

and continued in orbit for two months until atmospheric drag caused it to fall back 

into the atmosphere on the 4th of January 1958. For this reason, NORAD created the 

SSN, which a combination of optical and radar sensors used to support the Space 

Control Center (SCC) and its mission, which is to detect, track, identify and catalog 

all man-made objects in earth orbit. 

How is it formed? 

These pieces of trash are produced when explosions occur in space or space 

accidents. 

Space junk is also generated when countries destroy their satellites using missiles 

(for testing purpose).  

The Kessler Syndrome 

Spent rockets, satellites and other space trash have accumulated in orbit increasing 

the likelihood of collision with other debris. Unfortunately, collisions create more 

debris creating a runaway chain reaction of collisions and more debris known as the 
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Kessler Syndrome after the man who first proposed the issue, Donald Kessler. It is 

also known as collisional cascading. 

This cascade of collisions first came to NASAs attention in the 1970’s when derelict 

Delta rockets left in orbit began to explode creating shrapnel clouds. Kessler 

demonstrated that once the amount of debris in a particular orbit reaches critical 

mass, collision cascading begins even if no more objects are launched into the orbit. 

Once collisional cascading begins, the risk to satellites and spacecraft increases until 

the orbit is no longer usable. 

Kessler proposed it would take 30 to 40 years for such a threshold to be reached and 

today, some experts thing we are already at critical mass in low-Earth orbit at about 

560 to 620 miles (900 to 1,000 kilometers). 

Why is it a concern? 

As these debris travel at high speeds in the low earth orbit, they risk colliding with 

functional satellites or even the space station, and it is to be noted that the debris’ 

size and weight are only secondary concerns compared to the pieces’ speed. In low 

Earth orbit (below 2,000 km), orbital debris circles the Earth at speeds of about 7 to 8 

km/s. However, the average impact speed of orbital debris with another space object 

is approximately 10 km/s, and can be up to about 15 km/s, which is more than 10 

times the speed of a bullet. Consequently, collisions with even a small piece of debris 

will involve considerable energy. Consequently, even a 100g object could create an 

impact comparable to a 30-kg stone traveling at 100kmph. This means that even 

small pieces, between 1 and 10 centimeters in size can penetrate and damage most 

spacecraft, for example, a ten-centimeter long piece of space trash can cause as much 

damage as twenty-five sticks of dynamite. These collisions could cause significant 

damage to the space properties of the countries. Upon collision, the debris disables 

the satellites’ onboard electronics and may disrupt the services provided by the 

space assets. The debris would pose problems for spaceflight around the planet. The 

risk would be highest for those orbiting at 1,000 km altitude– where most of the 

satellites for earth observation and communication are placed. 

For how much time does the debris remain in Earth orbit? 

The higher the altitude, the longer the orbital debris will typically remain in Earth 

orbit. Debris left in orbits below 600 km normally fall back to Earth within several 

years. At altitudes of 800 km, the time for orbital decay is often measured in 

centuries. Above 1,000 km, orbital debris will normally continue circling the Earth 

for a thousand years or more. However, this is not the same for debris in high Earth 

orbits, such as geosynchronous and geostationary orbits near 36,000km altitude. 
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Even though many telecommunications and meteorological spacecraft operate there, 

but studies indicate that the orbital debris population is probably less severe there 

than in LEO. 

 
Depiction of space debris in LEO and in geosynchronous orbit 

 

ISS:  

Space junk also poses a threat to the ISS. Generally the U.S. Space Surveillance 

Network regularly examines the trajectories of orbital debris to identify possible 

close encounters. If another object is projected to come within a few kilometers of the 

International Space Station (ISS), the ISS will normally maneuver away from the 

object if the chance of a collision exceeds 1 in 10,000. This occurs infrequently, about 

once a year on average. The ISS is the most heavily shielded spacecraft ever flown. 

Critical components, e.g., habitable compartments and high pressure tanks, will 

normally be able to withstand the impact of debris as large as 1 cm in diameter. The 

risk of a critical ISS component being struck by debris 1-10 cm in diameter is slight 

and ways to reduce this risk are being investigated However, in 2021 with the 

destruction of the satellite Kosmos 1408 in a Russian test which caused over 1,500 

pieces of ‘trackable’ and even more of smaller debris causing the crew of the ISS to 

take shelter in their spaceship capsules in case of a collision accident.  

 

ASATs: 

The only countries who have ASATs and have conducted tests are the US, Russia, 

China and India. 

The United States Government has declared that it will no longer be performing tests 

of ASAT weapons. 
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The global astronomy community and scientists worldwide fully support the idea of 

eliminating space debris, which includes the use of anti-satellite testing, but it may 

still take time for this to become a reality. Russia and China have disconnected 

themselves from European and US Space programs, which makes the prospect of a 

"universal protocol" difficult to achieve at this stage. 

Why should they stop? 

NASA has already warned that the large amount of space junk around our planet is 

growing beyond our control, but now a team of Russian scientists has cited another 

potentially unforeseen consequence of that debris: War, because if one of those 

pieces smashed into a military satellite it may provoke political or even armed 

conflict between space-faring nations. For example, if a satellite was destroyed or 

significantly damaged in orbit — something that a 4-inch hunk of space junk could 

easily do traveling at speeds of 17,500 miles per hour, it would be difficult for 

anyone to determine whether the event was accidental or deliberate. This lack of 

immediate proof could lead to false accusations, heated arguments and, eventually, 

war. It has been reported that "sudden failures" of military spacecraft in the last two 

decades that cannot be explained have two possible explanations: The first is 

unregistered collisions with space objects and the second is deliberate actions of the 

space adversary, thus making this a politically dangerous dilemma. But these 

mysterious failures in the past aren't the most concerning. It's a future threat of what 

experts call the cascade effect that has many scientists around the world extremely 

concerned. 

 

Previous attempts to solve the issue: 

NASA (together with the DoD) has created a space surveillance network. Ground 

stations track larger pieces of space trash so that collisions with working satellites or 

the Space Shuttle can be avoided. 

NASA has also created ODPO and has taken measurements to deal with the orbital 

debris issue.  

▪ Debris measurements:  

Data is acquired using ground-based radars and optical telescopes, space-

based sensors, analysis of spacecraft surfaces returned from space, and 

ground-based laboratory experiments, such as DebriSat. Some important data 

sources have been the U.S. Space Surveillance Network, the Haystack X-Band 

Radar, and returned surfaces from the Solar Max, the Long Duration 
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Exposure Facility (LDEF), the Hubble Space Telescope (HST), and the Space 

Shuttle.  

▪ Debris Modeling 

Orbital debris models are being developed and continuously upgraded. 

Engineering models, such as ORDEM 3.2, can be used for debris impact risk 

assessments for spacecraft and satellites, including the ISS. Whereas, 

evolutionary models, such as LEGEND, are designed to predict the future 

debris environment. They are reliable tools to study how the future debris 

environment reacts to various mitigation practices. 

▪ Debris Protection 

Orbital debris protection involves conducting hypervelocity impact tests to 

assess the risk presented by orbital debris to operating spacecraft and 

developing new materials and new designs to provide better protection from 

orbital debris without being affected much by weight. The data from this 

work provides the link between the environment defined by the models and 

the risk presented by that environment to operating spacecraft. The primary 

facility for this research is the Hypervelocity Impact Technology Facility 

(HITF)  

▪ Debris mitigation 

Mitigation measures can take the form of reducing or preventing the creation 

of new debris, designing satellites to tolerate impacts by small debris, and 

implementing operational procedures such as using orbital regimes with less 

debris, adopting specific spacecraft attitudes, and even maneuvering to avoid 

collisions with debris. Other countries and organizations, including Japan, 

France, Russia, and the ESA, have followed suit with their own orbital debris 

mitigation guidelines. 

▪ Debris remediation  

If the goal of remediation is to reduce the risk to the current fleet of 

operational spacecraft, remediation techniques need to focus on removal of 

small sized debris. If the goal is to control the long-term growth of the debris 

population, active debris removal (ADR) techniques need to concentrate on 

the removal of large, massive objects such as intact rocket bodies and non-

functional satellites. These massive objects are the long-term source of 

fragmentation debris from on-orbit explosions and collisions. The removal of 

as few as five of the highest risk objects per year can stabilize the long-term 

low Earth orbit debris environment.  
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▪ Debris reentry 

Due to the increasing number of objects in space, NASA and the international 

aerospace community have adopted guidelines and assessment procedures to 

reduce the number of non-operational spacecraft and spent rocket upper 

stages orbiting the Earth. One method of postmission disposal is to allow the 

reentry of these spacecraft, either from natural orbital decay (uncontrolled) or 

controlled entry. There are two NASA methods to compute the reentry 

survivability of spacecraft components. DAS, is a conservative, easy-to-use 

tool; ORSAT is a more accurate, higher fidelity model requiring operator 

expertise and training. 

 

ESA has created a Space Safety programme which aims at mitigating and preventing 

the effects of hazards from space, including space debris   

▪ ESA will enable the safe operation of individual satellites and large 

constellations by developing and demonstrating an Automated Collision 

Avoidance System, free from causing damage. 

▪ ESA will support the monitoring and safe management of space traffic and 

the application and verification of the necessary debris mitigation measures 

▪ ESA’s Space Debris Office will continue to assessing, model and mitigate the 

risks due to debris and reentries 

Through its Clean Space initiative, ESA is pioneering an eco-friendly approach to 

space activities. On the ground, that means adopting greener industrial materials, 

processes and technologies. In space, it means preserving Earth’s orbital 

environment as a safe zone, free of debris. 

Active Debris Removal/In-Orbit Servicing:  

▪ ESA will develop a new ‘Swiss Army knife’ of a mission – an ‘In Orbit 

Servicing Vehicle’ (IOSV) that will perform a variety of roles in orbit, vitally 

including the ability to safely de-orbit satellites at the end of their lives. With 

the In-Orbit Servicing Vehicle, ESA will spark off a valuable new business 

model for European industry that will go a long way toward mitigating new 

space debris and ensuring the long-term sustainability of spaceflight. 

▪ ESA’s CleanSat initiative is working to reduce the production of space debris 

– which includes developing technologies with consideration of the end of 

their lives in ‘design for demise’ and promoting end-of-life passivation – 

emptying the tanks and discharging the batteries of satellites to prevent 

debris producing explosions. 
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▪ ESA’s EcoDesign initiative is designing to address environmental impacts and 

foster green technologies through the establishment of a common eco-design 

framework for the European space sector. 

 
Some of ESA’s initiatives to clean up space and how they work 

 

The situation today:  

Controlling the growth of the orbital debris population is a high priority for NASA, 

the United States, and the major space-faring nations of the world to preserve near-

Earth space for future generations. The main problem with space trash is the danger 

it poses to working satellites and manned spacecraft. The ultimate goal is to prevent 
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alarming scenario known as Kessler Syndrome: when so much stuff is in space, one 

collision leads to several others, and those crashes lead to even more — littering 

space with so much debris that it becomes incredibly risky to leave Earth. Space 

debris is a big problem and countries should take initiative to clean up their mess. 

 

The problem, oversimplified:  

For decades, non-functional objects which can be as large as a discarded rocket stage 

or as small as a microscopic chip of paint, have been accumulating around Earth and 

orbiting around it and represent a risk to spacecraft. Because of the very great speeds 

at which space trash travels, it can cause great damage to working satellites and 

manned spacecraft. 

 

Possible solutions:  

Keep in mind that any attempt to successfully remove debris must be technologically 

achievable, economically affordable, and politically acceptable to the international 

community. In addition, debris removal activities should also be accomplished in a 

manner that does not excessively increase hazards to people and property on Earth 

from reentering debris. 

● How can we prevent the creation of more debris? 

● Could getting old spacecraft out of orbit help preventing the formation of 

space trash? 

● Is a cooperative effort among the governments of many nations helpful to 

stop littering space and to possibly clean up the trash already there? 

● How can all countries who have ASATs stop using them? 

● How can we achieve a sustainable use of space in an economically viable 

way? 

 

Treaties on the matter:  

The five United Nations treaties on outer space: 

● The "Outer Space Treaty"  

https://www.unoosa.org/pdf/gares/ARES_21_2222E.pdf  

● The "Rescue Agreement" 

https://www.unoosa.org/pdf/gares/ARES_22_2345E.pdf  

● The "Liability Convention" 

https://www.unoosa.org/pdf/gares/ARES_26_2777E.pdf  

● The "Registration Convention" 

https://www.unoosa.org/pdf/gares/ARES_21_2222E.pdf
https://www.unoosa.org/pdf/gares/ARES_22_2345E.pdf
https://www.unoosa.org/pdf/gares/ARES_26_2777E.pdf
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https://www.unoosa.org/pdf/gares/ARES_29_3235E.pdf  

● The "Moon Agreement" 

https://www.unoosa.org/pdf/gares/ARES_34_68E.pdf  

 

There isn’t an international treaty on orbital debris, but both IADC and COPUOS 

have published orbital debris mitigation guidelines for the international community 

to follow. 

 

COPUOS guidelines: 

https://cms.unov.org/dcpms2/api/finaldocuments?Language=en&Symbol=A/AC.105/

C.1/118  

https://cms.unov.org/dcpms2/api/finaldocuments?Language=en&Symbol=A/AC.105/

C.1/116/Add.1  

https://cms.unov.org/dcpms2/api/finaldocuments?Language=en&Symbol=A/AC.105/

C.1/116 

 

IADC guidelines: 

https://orbitaldebris.jsc.nasa.gov/library/iadc-space-debris-guidelines-revision-2.pdf 

U.S. Government Orbital Debris Mitigation Standard Practices, November 2019 

Update: 

https://orbitaldebris.jsc.nasa.gov/library/usg_orbital_debris_mitigation_standard_pr

actices_november_2019.pdf  

Interagency Report on Orbital Debris (Office of Science and Technology Policy, 

Executive Office of the President, 1995): 

https://www.orbitaldebris.jsc.nasa.gov/library/iar_95_document.pdf  

United Nations Technical Report on Space Debris: 

https://www.orbitaldebris.jsc.nasa.gov/library/un_report_on_space_debris99.pdf  

Modeling Measurements Protection Mitigation Remediation Reentry  

https://ntrs.nasa.gov/api/citations/20060010506/downloads/20060010506.pdf  

Updated U.S. Government Orbital Debris Mitigation Standard Practices (ODMSP)  

https://orbitaldebris.jsc.nasa.gov/library/usg_orbital_debris_mitigation_standard_pr

actices_november_2019.pdf#:~:text=The%20United%20States%20Government%20%2

8USG%29%20Orbital%20Debris%20Mitigation,standards%20that%20can%20inform

%20development%20of%20international%20practices.  

 

Space Policy Directive-3 (SPD-3) 

https://www.unoosa.org/pdf/gares/ARES_29_3235E.pdf
https://www.unoosa.org/pdf/gares/ARES_34_68E.pdf
https://cms.unov.org/dcpms2/api/finaldocuments?Language=en&Symbol=A/AC.105/C.1/118
https://cms.unov.org/dcpms2/api/finaldocuments?Language=en&Symbol=A/AC.105/C.1/118
https://cms.unov.org/dcpms2/api/finaldocuments?Language=en&Symbol=A/AC.105/C.1/116/Add.1
https://cms.unov.org/dcpms2/api/finaldocuments?Language=en&Symbol=A/AC.105/C.1/116/Add.1
https://cms.unov.org/dcpms2/api/finaldocuments?Language=en&Symbol=A/AC.105/C.1/116
https://cms.unov.org/dcpms2/api/finaldocuments?Language=en&Symbol=A/AC.105/C.1/116
https://orbitaldebris.jsc.nasa.gov/library/iadc-space-debris-guidelines-revision-2.pdf
https://orbitaldebris.jsc.nasa.gov/library/usg_orbital_debris_mitigation_standard_practices_november_2019.pdf
https://orbitaldebris.jsc.nasa.gov/library/usg_orbital_debris_mitigation_standard_practices_november_2019.pdf
https://www.orbitaldebris.jsc.nasa.gov/library/iar_95_document.pdf
https://www.orbitaldebris.jsc.nasa.gov/library/un_report_on_space_debris99.pdf
https://ntrs.nasa.gov/api/citations/20060010506/downloads/20060010506.pdf
https://orbitaldebris.jsc.nasa.gov/library/usg_orbital_debris_mitigation_standard_practices_november_2019.pdf#:~:text=The%20United%20States%20Government%20%28USG%29%20Orbital%20Debris%20Mitigation,standards%20that%20can%20inform%20development%20of%20international%20practices
https://orbitaldebris.jsc.nasa.gov/library/usg_orbital_debris_mitigation_standard_practices_november_2019.pdf#:~:text=The%20United%20States%20Government%20%28USG%29%20Orbital%20Debris%20Mitigation,standards%20that%20can%20inform%20development%20of%20international%20practices
https://orbitaldebris.jsc.nasa.gov/library/usg_orbital_debris_mitigation_standard_practices_november_2019.pdf#:~:text=The%20United%20States%20Government%20%28USG%29%20Orbital%20Debris%20Mitigation,standards%20that%20can%20inform%20development%20of%20international%20practices
https://orbitaldebris.jsc.nasa.gov/library/usg_orbital_debris_mitigation_standard_practices_november_2019.pdf#:~:text=The%20United%20States%20Government%20%28USG%29%20Orbital%20Debris%20Mitigation,standards%20that%20can%20inform%20development%20of%20international%20practices
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https://aerospace.org/sites/default/files/policy_archives/Space%20Policy%20Directiv

e%203%20-%20STM%2018Jun18.pdf  

2010 National Space Policy 

https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/national_space_policy_6-

28-10.pdf  

Long Term Sustainability Guidelines 

https://spacesecurityindex.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/11/IssueGuide_LTS.pdf#:~:text=The%20Guidelines%20for%20t

he%20Long-

term%20Sustainability%20%5BLTS%5D%20of,international%20cooperation%2C%20

capacity-building%2C%20and%20scientific%20and%20technical%20research.  

Space Surveillance Theory And Network 

https://www.globalsecurity.org/space/library/report/2003/space_surveillance_netwo

rk.pdf#:~:text=The%20Space%20Surveillance%20Network%20%28SSN%29%20is%20

a%20combination,identify%20and%20catalog%20all%20man-

madeobjects%20in%20earth%20orbit  

USA’s space policy:  

https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/National-Space-

Policy.pdf#:~:text=It%20is%20the%20policy%20of%20the%20United%20States,maint

ain%20the%20benefits%20of%20space%20for%20all%20humanity  

Russia’s space policy: 

https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/vidal_russia_space_policy_2021_.

pdf  

China’s space policy: 

https://express.adobe.com/page/phHJxXfnMQkrH/  

India’s space programme:  

https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/rajeswari_pillai_rajagopalan_india

s_space_program_2019.pdf  

UK’s space policy: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach

ment_data/file/484865/NSP_-_Final.pdf  

Canada’s space policy: 

https://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/pdf/eng/publications/space-policy/canadas-space-policy-

framework.pdf  

Germany’s space programme: 

https://aerospace.org/sites/default/files/policy_archives/Space%20Policy%20Directive%203%20-%20STM%2018Jun18.pdf
https://aerospace.org/sites/default/files/policy_archives/Space%20Policy%20Directive%203%20-%20STM%2018Jun18.pdf
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/national_space_policy_6-28-10.pdf
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/national_space_policy_6-28-10.pdf
https://spacesecurityindex.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/IssueGuide_LTS.pdf#:~:text=The%20Guidelines%20for%20the%20Long-term%20Sustainability%20%5BLTS%5D%20of,international%20cooperation%2C%20capacity-building%2C%20and%20scientific%20and%20technical%20research
https://spacesecurityindex.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/IssueGuide_LTS.pdf#:~:text=The%20Guidelines%20for%20the%20Long-term%20Sustainability%20%5BLTS%5D%20of,international%20cooperation%2C%20capacity-building%2C%20and%20scientific%20and%20technical%20research
https://spacesecurityindex.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/IssueGuide_LTS.pdf#:~:text=The%20Guidelines%20for%20the%20Long-term%20Sustainability%20%5BLTS%5D%20of,international%20cooperation%2C%20capacity-building%2C%20and%20scientific%20and%20technical%20research
https://spacesecurityindex.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/IssueGuide_LTS.pdf#:~:text=The%20Guidelines%20for%20the%20Long-term%20Sustainability%20%5BLTS%5D%20of,international%20cooperation%2C%20capacity-building%2C%20and%20scientific%20and%20technical%20research
https://spacesecurityindex.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/IssueGuide_LTS.pdf#:~:text=The%20Guidelines%20for%20the%20Long-term%20Sustainability%20%5BLTS%5D%20of,international%20cooperation%2C%20capacity-building%2C%20and%20scientific%20and%20technical%20research
https://www.globalsecurity.org/space/library/report/2003/space_surveillance_network.pdf#:~:text=The%20Space%20Surveillance%20Network%20%28SSN%29%20is%20a%20combination,identify%20and%20catalog%20all%20man-madeobjects%20in%20earth%20orbit
https://www.globalsecurity.org/space/library/report/2003/space_surveillance_network.pdf#:~:text=The%20Space%20Surveillance%20Network%20%28SSN%29%20is%20a%20combination,identify%20and%20catalog%20all%20man-madeobjects%20in%20earth%20orbit
https://www.globalsecurity.org/space/library/report/2003/space_surveillance_network.pdf#:~:text=The%20Space%20Surveillance%20Network%20%28SSN%29%20is%20a%20combination,identify%20and%20catalog%20all%20man-madeobjects%20in%20earth%20orbit
https://www.globalsecurity.org/space/library/report/2003/space_surveillance_network.pdf#:~:text=The%20Space%20Surveillance%20Network%20%28SSN%29%20is%20a%20combination,identify%20and%20catalog%20all%20man-madeobjects%20in%20earth%20orbit
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/National-Space-Policy.pdf#:~:text=It%20is%20the%20policy%20of%20the%20United%20States,maintain%20the%20benefits%20of%20space%20for%20all%20humanity
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/National-Space-Policy.pdf#:~:text=It%20is%20the%20policy%20of%20the%20United%20States,maintain%20the%20benefits%20of%20space%20for%20all%20humanity
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/National-Space-Policy.pdf#:~:text=It%20is%20the%20policy%20of%20the%20United%20States,maintain%20the%20benefits%20of%20space%20for%20all%20humanity
https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/vidal_russia_space_policy_2021_.pdf
https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/vidal_russia_space_policy_2021_.pdf
https://express.adobe.com/page/phHJxXfnMQkrH/
https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/rajeswari_pillai_rajagopalan_indias_space_program_2019.pdf
https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/rajeswari_pillai_rajagopalan_indias_space_program_2019.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/484865/NSP_-_Final.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/484865/NSP_-_Final.pdf
https://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/pdf/eng/publications/space-policy/canadas-space-policy-framework.pdf
https://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/pdf/eng/publications/space-policy/canadas-space-policy-framework.pdf
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https://www.dlr.de/dlr/Portaldata/1/Resources/documents/drp-

engl.pdf#:~:text=The%20aim%20of%20German%20space%20policy%20is%20to,futur

e%20generations%20and%20improving%20the%20quali-ty%20of%20life  

 

Chair’s personal message to the delegates: 

 

Dear delegates, 

I’m glad to be chairing in the SPECPOL committee of this year’s MSKMUN and I am 

very excited to meet you all in person. This BGP will help you further understand 

the topic and provide useful information on the issue we are dealing with: space 

debris. Keep in mind, the most important part is to come up with realistic and 

sustainable solutions to this large-scale problem, which can be better combatted via 

cooperation between nations. My advice to you is, as representatives of those 

nations, learn your country’s policy and complete your knowledge on the topic by 

researching on your own, it will prove to be crucial for your resolutions. I wish you 

all a fruitful debate. 

Foteini Drosou  

 

Sources: 

https://orbitaldebris.jsc.nasa.gov/  

https://www.esa.int/Space_Safety/Space_Debris/ESA_and_UNOOSA_illustrate_space_debri

s_problem  

https://www.nasa.gov/about/index.html  

https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/station/news/orbital_debris.html 

https://www.businessinsider.com/russia-says-space-junk-could-spark-war-2016-1 

https://www.businessinsider.com/space-debris-garbage-statistics-country-list-2017-

10#:~:text=About%2095%25%20of%20what%27s%20out%20there%20is%20space,a%20long%

20time%20to%20crash%20back%20to%20earth. 

https://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/questions/question22.html#:~:text=The%20mai

n%20problem%20with%20space%20trash%20is%20the,an%20impact%20crater%20found%2

0on%20a%20Shuttle%20window. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_debris#History 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NORAD#History 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/04/we-have-a-space-debris-problem-heres-how-to-

solve-it/ 

https://phys.org/news/2022-07-anti-satellite-

weapons.html#:~:text=The%20United%20States%20Government%20has%20declared%20that

%20it,purpose%20of%20setting%20an%20example%20to%20other%20countries. 

https://www.dlr.de/dlr/Portaldata/1/Resources/documents/drp-engl.pdf#:~:text=The%20aim%20of%20German%20space%20policy%20is%20to,future%20generations%20and%20improving%20the%20quali-ty%20of%20life
https://www.dlr.de/dlr/Portaldata/1/Resources/documents/drp-engl.pdf#:~:text=The%20aim%20of%20German%20space%20policy%20is%20to,future%20generations%20and%20improving%20the%20quali-ty%20of%20life
https://www.dlr.de/dlr/Portaldata/1/Resources/documents/drp-engl.pdf#:~:text=The%20aim%20of%20German%20space%20policy%20is%20to,future%20generations%20and%20improving%20the%20quali-ty%20of%20life
https://orbitaldebris.jsc.nasa.gov/
https://www.esa.int/Space_Safety/Space_Debris/ESA_and_UNOOSA_illustrate_space_debris_problem
https://www.esa.int/Space_Safety/Space_Debris/ESA_and_UNOOSA_illustrate_space_debris_problem
https://www.nasa.gov/about/index.html
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/station/news/orbital_debris.html
https://www.businessinsider.com/russia-says-space-junk-could-spark-war-2016-1
https://www.businessinsider.com/space-debris-garbage-statistics-country-list-2017-10#:~:text=About%2095%25%20of%20what%27s%20out%20there%20is%20space,a%20long%20time%20to%20crash%20back%20to%20earth
https://www.businessinsider.com/space-debris-garbage-statistics-country-list-2017-10#:~:text=About%2095%25%20of%20what%27s%20out%20there%20is%20space,a%20long%20time%20to%20crash%20back%20to%20earth
https://www.businessinsider.com/space-debris-garbage-statistics-country-list-2017-10#:~:text=About%2095%25%20of%20what%27s%20out%20there%20is%20space,a%20long%20time%20to%20crash%20back%20to%20earth
https://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/questions/question22.html#:~:text=The%20main%20problem%20with%20space%20trash%20is%20the,an%20impact%20crater%20found%20on%20a%20Shuttle%20window
https://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/questions/question22.html#:~:text=The%20main%20problem%20with%20space%20trash%20is%20the,an%20impact%20crater%20found%20on%20a%20Shuttle%20window
https://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/questions/question22.html#:~:text=The%20main%20problem%20with%20space%20trash%20is%20the,an%20impact%20crater%20found%20on%20a%20Shuttle%20window
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_debris#History
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NORAD#History
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/04/we-have-a-space-debris-problem-heres-how-to-solve-it/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/04/we-have-a-space-debris-problem-heres-how-to-solve-it/
https://phys.org/news/2022-07-anti-satellite-weapons.html#:~:text=The%20United%20States%20Government%20has%20declared%20that%20it,purpose%20of%20setting%20an%20example%20to%20other%20countries
https://phys.org/news/2022-07-anti-satellite-weapons.html#:~:text=The%20United%20States%20Government%20has%20declared%20that%20it,purpose%20of%20setting%20an%20example%20to%20other%20countries
https://phys.org/news/2022-07-anti-satellite-weapons.html#:~:text=The%20United%20States%20Government%20has%20declared%20that%20it,purpose%20of%20setting%20an%20example%20to%20other%20countries
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https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/topics/space-

debris/index.html#:~:text=In%20addition%20to%20present%20ongoing%20scientific%20and

%20legal,notify%20the%20Secretary-

General%20of%20any%20such%20discovered%20objects. 

https://www.iasexpress.net/in-depth-space-debris-concerns-contributors-and-way-

forward/#:~:text=Space%20junk%20is%20also%20generated%20when%20countries%20destr

oy,have%20been%20criticized%20for%20adding%20to%20the%20issue%3A 

https://www.nasa.gov/centers/wstf/site_tour/remote_hypervelocity_test_laboratory/microm

eteoroid_and_orbital_debris.html 

https://www.thebalance.com/g8-summit-what-is-it-who-belongs-what-happens-

3306112#:~:text=The%20G7%20Summit%20is%20the%20annual%20meeting%20of,to%20shift

%20the%20direction%20of%20global%20economic%20growth. 

https://www.space.com/g7-nations-commit-to-fight-space-debris 

https://eandt.theiet.org/content/articles/2021/06/g7-leaders-pledge-to-strengthen-action-

against-space-debris/ 

https://www.space.com/13339-darpa-space-junk-recycling-phoenix-satellites.html 

https://www.space.com/11157-nasa-lasers-shooting-space-junk.html 

https://news.satnews.com/2021/10/27/uk-space-agency-initiatives-for-space-debris-

mitigation/ 

https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/french-foreign-policy/scientific-diplomacy/cooperation-

in-the-space-sector/article/france-s-role-in-european-space 

https://www.dw.com/en/japan-takes-the-lead-in-cleaning-up-orbiting-space-junk/a-

57146852 

https://www.worldblaze.in/countries-with-most-advanced-space-

technology/#:~:text=%20Top%2010%20Countries%20with%20most%20Advanced%20Space,i

n%201957%2C%20the%20Russian%20Space%20Program...%20More%20 

https://onu-vienne.delegfrance.org/France-and-outer-space-

cooperation#:~:text=France%2C%20a%20leading%20space%20nation%2C%20is%20committe

d%20to,the%20security%20and%20integrity%20of%20satellites%20in%20orbit%3B 

https://idsa.in/policybrief/indias-space-security-

policy_alele_280416#:~:text=India%20believes%20in%20protecting%20space%20sustainabilit

y%20to%20allow,potential%20man-

made%20or%20natural%20risks%2C%20on%20the%20other.  

https://www.nti.org/analysis/articles/japans-space-law-

revision/#:~:text=Japan%27s%20Space%20Policy%20and%20the%20Information%20Gatherin

g%20Satellites,Space%2C%20Including%20the%20Moon%20and%20Other%20Celestial%20B

odies.  
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Topic: Ethical Responsibilities of International Corporations 

 

Timeline of events 

 

Dates: Events: 

2–3 of December, 1984 The deadly gas leak in Bhopal by 
Union Carbide poisoned and killed 
more than 20,000 people. 

3 of April, 2006 The Resolution A/RES/60/251 was 
signed by the General Assembly. 

June 2014 The Resolution 
A/HRC/26/L.22/Rev.1 was signed 
in the United Nations Human 
Rights Office of the high 
Commissioner. 

23 of February, 2022 The final Resolution in the 
European Commission 
COM/2022/71 provided 
recommendations to the 
Commission on corporate due 
diligence and corporate. 

2017 France puts in place the broadest 
and most rigorous regulation 
currently in effect to fight against 
human rights violations by 
international corporations. 

2018 This is the first year that due to 
France’s regulation, companies 
published the first “vigilance 
plans”.  

October 2019 That year, the first enterprise in 
France violated the law and was 
punished. It was a major turning 
point in the issue and showed that 
there is disposal for change. 

 

 

Terms dictionary: 
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Less economically developed countries (LDC): Less economically developed 

countries or LDCs for short are low-income countries confronting severe structural 

impediments to sustainable development. They are highly vulnerable to economic 

and environmental shocks and have low levels of human assets. 

 

More economically developed countries (MDC): More economically developed 

countries or MDCs for short are high-income or economically richer countries; the 

term is generally applied to countries outside Asia, Africa, and Latin America. 

 

Corporation: A corporation is a large company or group of companies that is 

controlled together as a single organization. 

 

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO): A Non-Governmental Organization or 

NGO for short is a non-profit organization that operates independently of any 

government, typically one whose purpose is to address a social or political issue. 

 

Regulation: A regulation is an official rule or the act of controlling something 

 

Amnesty International: Amnesty International is a global movement of more than 

10 million people, founded in 1961 by a British lawyer who fights for human rights 

all around the world. They are an independent institution fighting for, among 

others, the abolition of the death penalty, the elimination of discrimination and 

racism, the defense of refugees and immigrants and the right of workers in 

developing countries. 

 

International Labor Organization (ILO): The International Labor Organization or 

ILO for short, created in 1919, is devoted to promoting social justice and 

internationally recognized human and labor rights, pursuing its founding mission 

that labor peace is essential to prosperity. Today, the ILO helps advance the creation 

of decent work and the economic and working conditions that give working people 

and business people a stake in lasting peace, prosperity and progress all around the 

globe. It aims for promoting and realizing standards and fundamental principles and 

rights at work, creating greater opportunities for women and men to decent 

employment and income, enhancing the coverage and effectiveness of social 

protection for all, and strengthening tripartism and social dialogue 

 

Human Rights Watch: Human Rights Watch is an organization that investigates and 

reports on abuses happening in all corners of the world. They have researchers in 

over 100 countries who aim at discovering secret human rights abuses and exposing 
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them through social media to millions of people all around the world. They try to 

inform and work with governments and other organizations like the UN to ensure 

that justice is served to those whose human rights are abused. 

 

WWF: WWF works to help local communities conserve the natural resources they 

depend upon; transform markets and policies toward sustainability; and protect and 

restore species and their habitats. They connect cutting-edge conservation science 

with the collective power of their partners in the field, more than 1 million 

supporters in the United States and 5 million globally, and their partnerships with 

communities, companies, and governments. WWF has always fought, among others, 

for the Amazon rainforest and to help the local communities preserve it from foreign 

corporations that try to exploit its resources. 

 

Amazon Watch: Amazon Watch resists the destruction of the Amazon by 

challenging disastrous development projects that threaten Indigenous peoples and 

their ancestral territories. Amazon Watch supports and promotes Indigenous-led 

alternative solutions to climate change, natural resource extraction, and industrial 

development. Amazon Watch joins with the climate justice movement to address the 

fact that the most vulnerable – especially Indigenous people and people of color – 

bear the brunt of environmental destruction, corporate greed, and climate change 

and are often excluded from top-down solutions. 

 

Amazon Conservation Team: The Amazon Conservation Team’s mission is to unite 

science, innovation, and people to protect the western Amazon – the greatest wild 

forest on Earth. For the past 20 years, Amazon Conservation has worked on the 

ground in Peru and Bolivia. Their focus is protecting wild places, empowering local 

people and putting science and technology to work has been shaped by the people 

and land where we began. 

 

Survival International: Survival International is a movement of people from over 

100 countries. They vision a world where tribal peoples are respected as 

contemporary societies and their human rights protected. They fight for tribal 

peoples’ survival. They stop loggers, miners, and oil companies from destroying 

tribal lands, lives and livelihoods across the globe. They lobby governments to 

recognize indigenous land rights. They document and expose the atrocities 

committed against tribal people and take direct action to stop them. 
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Countries of major involvement 

 

USA:  

 
The US is the home for most international corporations whether they are 

about tech, clothing or anything else. The government has not been directly linked to 

any human rights violation done by any company but a lot of enterprises based on 

American soil have violated human rights and abused foreign workers and the 

government seems to have supported them and not let them be held accountable to 

justice as they should be. 

 

United Kingdom (UK):  

 
The United Kingdom, along France, the Netherlands and Australia are the 

only notable examples of countries in the recent years that have passed laws and 

regulations that require companies to be transparent about their supply chains and 

report any actions they may have taken to address issues like forced or child labor, 

but do not actually require them to prevent or remedy these issues. However, there 

are no penalties in place for companies that violate the law and the regulations are 

often not strictly applied. 

 

France:  

 
France’s 2017 law is the broadest and most rigorous regulation currently in 

effect, requiring companies to identify and prevent both human rights and 

environmental impacts in their supply chains, including the companies they control 

directly and those with which they work. Companies in France published the first 
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“vigilance plans” under this law in 2018. Failure to comply can result in lawsuits, 

and the first legal action under the duty of vigilance law was filed in October 2019. 

 

Netherlands:  

 
Even Though, the Netherlands are one of the few countries that have passed 

laws against the violations of human rights by corporations, their regulations like the 

United Kingdom’s are not strict enough and there are no predetermined 

punishments for enterprises that act against the regulation. It is a step towards a 

better world, and it shows willingness, but it simply is not enough. 

 

China:  

 
A substantial number of multinational corporations operate in China, both 

Western and otherwise. China is one of the world's fastest-growing economies, and 

its inhabitants make up almost 20% of the world's population. Multiple investors 

and enterprises have found success there due to low taxes and cheap working labor. 

In 2021 the human rights situation across China continued to deteriorate. Human 

rights lawyers and activists reported harassment and intimidation; unfair trials; 

arbitrary, incommunicado and lengthy detention; and torture and other ill-treatment 

for simply exercising their right to freedom of expression and other human rights. 

 

India:  

 
India is a country with a low cost of living and poor protection of human 

rights for the members of the lower classes and corporations have made sure to 

make good use of it. The worst part has been that the Indian government usually 

backs up these activities due to earning from it or due to corruption. The most 

notable example is the poisonous gas leak in Bhopal back in 1984 where with 
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American and Indian help, the company has not yet compensated enough the 

victims of this tragedy. 

 

Philippines:  

 
Philippines is, like China, often the way for international corporations when 

searching for where to base their production lines. The country may not offer the 

lowest taxes on exports that China has, but its rich natural resources and weak 

regulations about human rights can result in cheap production or extraction even 

from children workers under poor conditions in order for the company to make 

bigger profits. There are numerous cases of children at the age of 13, mining gold 

and handling toxic mercury without any protection. 

 

Brazil:  

 
Brazil owns the largest portion of the Amazon rainforest, the biggest 

rainforest in the world and a huge oxygen producer due to the immense 

concentration of plants in that area. However, during the last decades, destruction 

and rainforest fires have become a common incident due to the intervention of large 

international corporations in the area. With no legislative protection by the 

authorities, especially the part of the Amazon located in Brazil has become a very 

good supplier of wood to companies. Enterprises who require the materials found in 

the Amazon are reportedly burning or cutting down massive areas of forest land, 

destroying the environment and nobody is there to stop it. 

 

Background information 
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 In recent times, due to globalization and the rise of Capitalism, it has been 

easier than ever for large enterprises to expand and become international 

corporations who produce and sell their products all around the world. The 

transition of enterprises to large international corporations comes with its benefits 

and of course its drawbacks. It is no secret that profit is the top priority of the vast 

majority of successful companies and oftentimes achieving the most efficiency in 

production and consequently on income, requires companies to move to lower tax 

states, minimize their worker’s salaries and abuse the resources of the environment 

in smaller countries. This means that companies prefer to move their production 

lines in LDCs where legislation is weaker or officials can be corrupted and they can 

underpay workers, violate human rights, hire children to work for them and destroy 

the local environment. Certainly this does not happen with every company and 

sometimes running a business in developing countries can have positive results by 

creating work spaces and improving the economy and life of the local residents. The 

problem is when especially large and powerful corporations abuse these weak 

regulations and the government refuses to act against them as they also get to earn 

the taxes. Additionally, the workers rarely manage to find justice and the abusement 

continues. 

  The most notable example of such abuse happened in Bhopal, a city in the 

center of India where the American company Union Carbide had set up a plant to 

develop pesticides. The company ignored some of the universal regulations about 

the equipment used to maximize their profit and overloaded a tank. In addition, 

most of the plant's related safety systems were malfunctioning and many valves and 

lines were in poor condition. Moreover, several vent gas scrubbers had been out of 

service as well as the steam boiler, intended to clean the pipes. This resulted in a 

fatal accident where poisonous gas from the tank escaped into the atmosphere and 

moved towards the city. At first, the company did not properly inform the 

authorities about the damage and then they did not tell the doctors at the hospital 

the type of gas that infected the people to give them the right antidote. The incident 

had devastating results for the local community with over 20,000 people killed and 

more than half a million poisoned. After many complications between the company, 

the US, India and their respective supreme courts who effectively protected the 

corporation, they came to an agreement and paid on average $1,000 per person – for 

killing and poisoning the Bhopal community. The outcome has been humiliating and 

to this day organizations and activists are trying to bring Union Carbide to justice. 

 

Previous attempts to solve the issue 
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 The issue has been mainly combated by NGOs like Amnesty international 

which through movements has tried to bring justice to the populations who have 

been through these horrific actions and hold accountable all corporations who use 

these kinds of methods and make them compensate for the damage they have 

caused in the environment and the people’s lives. Although there have been 

numerous attempts of locating and fighting such situations and violations, it is 

estimated that many more exist that are either unheard of or protected by 

governments who gain out of these horrific incidents. However, today, many 

countries like Norway, the UK, France and Australia have passed laws that require 

international corporations to respect the human rights of their workers and use 

environmentally friendly production methods as well as demanding transparency to 

enterprises about their supply lines and reporting any incident of human right’s 

violation. Unfortunately, with the exception of France's laws, the others are 

completely insufficient as they are just merely applied and there is no punishment 

for the violators of the legislation. It is important thus to ensure that any new laws 

from now on that are created to combat this and any other issue that affect people’s 

lives to be properly applied under any circumstances and that they have 

predetermined a proper punishment for those who violate it. 

 

The situation today 

 

 Today, unfortunately, the issue is far from resolved, but progress is being 

made every day as more and more people are being informed about the situation 

and governments are pushed to take action. But, especially now, when the threat of 

climate change is more imminent than ever, the effects corporations can have on 

local environments are devastating. Additionally, most consumers in western 

societies are starting to care about how friendly the products they buy are for the 

planet, consequently, as a consumer, knowing that an enterprise respects the land 

and the people who produce their products, can be a driving factor in deciding the 

brand of your choice. Many companies nowadays even use their environmentally 

friendly production methods and their respect towards human rights as a marketing 

tool to advertise their brand and become more attractive to their audiences. 

 

 On the other side, the Amazon is the world’s largest terrestrial carbon sink 

and plays a critical role in regulating the global climate. Yet this global treasure is 

still at great risk – already more than 20% has been deforested, and new fossil fuel 

extraction, mining, large-scale hydroelectric dams, and highways cause even greater 

deforestation and run roughshod over Indigenous people’s rights and territories. 

Large corporations are still taking advantage of the poor protection of the forest and 
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they continue harvesting the materials they want from the rainforest. While many 

organizations and governments have intervened trying to stop this environmental 

disaster, The Brazilian government and other countries that control some part of the 

Amazon rainforest, seem unwilling to act upon the matter. It is clear that they are 

earning from these operations and they want them to continue. Additionally, the 

companies exploiting the rainforest are very popular (e.g. Walmart) and their actions 

are not broadly known. Raising awareness and sensitizing the public about the 

disaster taking place could boycott these large enterprises and stop their devastating 

actions on the environment.  

 

The problem oversimplified 

 

The problem is that many people around the world are deprived of their 

rights and their land which is often polluted and destroyed. The culture of the locals 

is also ruined if the “invaders” refuse to respect the traditions of their civilization, 

much like what happened during the colonization of North America. Moreover, 

companies often use children as their workers as they require a smaller wage and 

less resources to sustain them. It is a terrible method that sadly is used globally and 

sometimes we don’t even learn about it. Multinationals easily avoid prosecution 

because no international legal framework exists to hold them accountable. 

 

Possible solutions 

 

● Should all companies be required by law to take steps to identify, prevent and 

address human rights abuses (known as due diligence)? 

● How can companies be held accountable for abuses they commit? 

● How will people whose rights have been abused by companies be able to 

access justice and effective remedy? 

● For companies who operate across borders, the law must also operate across 

borders to protect people’s rights? 

● What’s the effect of corruption in developing countries on human right 

violations and can it be combatted? 

● What can the people of developed countries do? 

 

Treaties on the matter 

 

Resolution A/HRC/26/L.22/Rev.1: In June 2014, the UN Human Rights 

Council in Geneva adopted a resolution drafted by Ecuador and South Africa. An 
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open-ended intergovernmental working group (IGWG), chaired by Ecuador, is 

established with the mandate to elaborate an international legally binding 

instrument on Transnational Corporations and Other Business Enterprises with 

respect to human rights. 

 

 Proposal in the European Commission COM/2022/71 final: This is a 

proposal to the European Commission, signed in Brussels on the 23 of February, 

2022 for a directive of the European Parliament and of the council on corporate 

sustainability due diligence and amending directive European Union. It is a 

document that proposes measures against human right violations and 

environmental disasters all around the world, to be taken by the EU. The 

Commission’s proposal will make the relevant standards directly and legally 

binding on large companies in the EU and on some third country companies doing 

substantial business in the EU. 

 

 A/RES/60/251: This resolution signed on the 3rd of April, 2006 by the Human 

rights mandate, among many others, talks about how all countries should 

contribute, through dialogue and cooperation, towards the prevention of human 

rights violations and respond promptly to human rights emergencies. This is a 

crucial aspect of the problem because in many cases of human right’s violations, the 

“home” country of the incident is unable to serve justice or justice won’t be served 

because the governments involved are not willing to. It is thus very useful to 

cooperate as a global community in those cases and fight towards a world where 

human rights are inviolable as they should and justice is always served. 

 

Chair’s personal message to the delegates 

 

Dear delegates, 

 

I'm excited to co-host this year's specpol committee in the 5th mskmun 

conference and meet you all in person. Together we will discuss and draft 

resolutions upon a very interesting and important topic, namely: Addressing the 

issue of the “Ethical Responsibilities of International Corporations”. As you've 

probably read in the other parts of this study guide, the problem has many aspects 

and a variety of different ways it can be combated. It's your duty then to represent 

each respective delegation correctly and collectively decide how you will be 

approaching the topic. You have the power to eliminate human right’s violations 

and secure a safer and better life for people in underdeveloped countries. This study 

guide aims to help you understand the topic better, as well as provide you with 
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useful background information, a timeline and possible solutions you can propose to 

help solve the problem. However, I strongly suggest that you do your own research 

as well to delve deeper into your country’s policy upon the matter and draft your 

resolutions prior to the conference.  

 

Best regards 

Giorgos Konstantinidis  
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